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The Act of Incorporation, Laws, and Circular
Letter of M^ Massachusetts Historical Soci-
ety.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In the year of our Lord, one thousand.^ seven hundred^ and ninetyfour

.

An act to incorporate a Society, by the name of The Massachusetts
Historical Society.

WHEREAS the collection and preservation of materials for a

political and natural history of the United States, is a desirable

object, and the institution of a Society for those purposes will be of

publick utility :

Be it therefore enacted, by the Seriate aiid House of Rc^iresentatives^

in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the same, That Wil-
liam Baylies, Esq. Jeremy Belknap, D. D. the Rev. Alden Bradford,

Peleg Coffin, Esq. Manasseh Cutler, D. D. John Davis, Esq. Daniel

Davis, Esq Aaron Dexter, Doctor in Physic, the Rev. John Eliot,

Nathaniel Freeman, Esq. the Rev. James Freeman, the Rev. Thaddeus
Mason flarris, Isaac Lothrop, Esq. George Richards Minot, Esq. the

Rev. John Mellen, jun. Thomas Pemberton, William Dandridge
Peck, the Rev. John Prince, Ezekiel Price, Esq. James Sullivan, Esq.

David Scvvall, Esq. Peter Thacher. D. D. William Tudor, Esq. Sam-
uel Tui ell, Dudley Atkins Tyng, Esq. James Winthrop, Esq. Thomas
Wfailcut, Redford Webster, and William Wetmore, Esq. who have

associated for the purposes aforesaid, and have requested an Act of

Incorporation ; be, and hereby are formed into and consiituted a

Society and Body Politic and Corporate, by the name of the Massa-
chusetts Historical Society ; and that they, and their successors,

and such other persons as shall be legally elected by them, shall be and

continue a Body Politic and Corporate, by that name for ever.

A7id be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That the mem-
bers of said Society shall have power to elect a President, and all other

necessary officers ; and that the said Society shall have one common
seal, and the same may break, change, and renew at pleasure ; and that

the same Society, by the name aforesaid, as a Body Politic and Corpo-

rate, may sue and be sued, prosecute and defend suits to final judgment

and execution.

And be it further enacted, That the said Society shall have power to

make cM'ders and bye laws for governing its members and property,

not repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth ; and may expel,

Vol. IV. A



2 Laxvs and Regulations of the Historical Society.

disfranchise and suspend any member, who, by his misconduct, shall

be rendered unworthy.
And be it further enacted^ That the said Society may, from time to

time, establish rules for electing officers and members, and also times

and places for holding meetings ; and shall be capable to take and hold

real or personal estate, by gift, grant, devise, or otherwise, and the same
or any part thereof, to alien and convey : Provided^ that the annual

income of any real estate, by said Society holden, shall never exceed

the sum of five hundred pounds ; and that the personal estate thereof,

besides books, papers, and articles in the Museum of said Society, shall

never exceed the value of two thousand pounds.

And be it further enacted. That the members of said Society, shall

never be more than sixty (except honorary members, residing without

the limits of this Commonwealth,) and that James Sullivan, Esq.

be, and he hereby is authorised and empowered to notify and warn the

first meeting of said Society ; and that the same Society, when met,

shall agree upon a method for calling future meetings, and may have

power to adjourn from time to time, as may be found necessary.

And be it further enacted, That either branch of the Legislature,

shall, and may have free access to the Library and Museum of said

Society. This Act passed Feb. 19^ \7 9 4t.

Laws a«f/ Regulations of the Massachusetts His-

torical Society.

. , TT' ACH member shall pay eight dollars at the time of

,
Pi his admission, and txuo dollars annually, to create

a fund, for the benefit of the institution. And any member shall be

exempted from the annual payment of two dollars, provided he shall

at any time after six months from his admission, pay to the Treasurer,

thirty-four dollars, in addition to what he had before paid.

Art. 11. All elections shall be made by ballot. No member shall

nominate more than one candidate at the same meeting ; and all nom-
inations shall be made, at a meeting, previous to that, at which the

ballot is to be taken.

Art. in. There shall be four stated meetings of the Society in

each year ; namely, on the last Tuesdays of January, April, July, and
October. And occasional meetings shall be convened, on due notifi-

cation, by the President ; or in case of his absence, by one of the Sec-

retaries, on application of any two of the members.
Art. IV. There shall be annu:dly chosen, at the meeting in April

a President, a Recording and a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer,

a Librarian, a Cabinet Keeper, and a. Standing Committee of three,



Laws and Regulations of the Historical Society, o
O

Art. V. At the request of any two members present, any motion
shall be deferred to another meeting, for farther consideration, before
it is finally determined, and shall then be taken up.

Art. VI. All accounts shall be kept in dollars and cents.

Art. VII. Five members present shall be a quorum for all purpos-
es, excepting those of making alterations in, or additions to, the laws
and i-egulations of this Society and election of members.

Art. VIII, No member shall be chosen, unless there are nine mem-
bers present at the election, and unless two thirds of the members pres-
ent vote for his admission.

Art. IX. Members who are chosen in other States and Countries,
shall not be required to make contribution with the members who are
citizens of the Commonwealth.

Laws, regulafmg ?//<? Standing Committee.

Article I. The Standing Committee shall regulate all the com-
mon expenses of the Society, and make the necessary provision of such
small articles as may be wanted, and shall have power to draw on the
Treasurer to defray the expense.

Art. II. They shall aid the Librarian and Cabinet Keeper, when
they shall require it, in the arrangenaent of the books, pamphlets, maps,
and manuscripts and in the disposition of curiosities and articles be-

longing to the cabinet, and shall especially attend to the preservation

and binding of books and pamphlets.

Art. III. They shall frequently inspect the records, and inquire

whether all the orders of the Society are carried into effect with pre-

cision and promptitude.

Art. IV. They shall inquire for, and endeavour to obtain, on the

best terms, for the benefit of the Society, manuscripts, books, and arti-

cles of curiosity.

Art. V. They shall meet, in the week previous to each stated quar-

terly meeting of the Society, and arrange and prepare such business, as

may be a subject for the Society's attention. The Recording Secretary

shall notify the Standing Committee of their stated meetings.

Laws, regulating the Library c;z(/ Museum.

Article I. All books which are presented to the library shall be

accepted with thanks, and also every curiosity for the museum.
Art II. American coins and curiosities shall be kept by them-

selves, in the best part of the cabinet.

Art. III. At every quarterly meeting, a catalogue of the books,

pamphlets, manuscripts, and maps, shall be produced by the Librarian,

and a catalogue of the curiosities by the Cabinet Keeper : and every
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member shall in person, if present, and in writing, if absent, s^ive an ac-

count of the books and manuscripts, or whatever article belonging to

the Society he may have in his possession.

Art. IV. Once in every year, previous to the spring meeting, the

standing committee shall inspect the library and museum, and report

the state of every article at that meeting, and what books are partic-

ularly wanted.

Akt. V. There shall be two keys to the Society's room, one of
which shall be kept by the Librarian and the other by the Cabinet
Keeper, to be by them delivered to no person except one of the mem-
bers.

Art. VI. Each member shall give receipts for the books which
he shall take out of the library, in a receipt-pook to be provided for

that purpose. He shall be under obligation to return each book within

three months after receiving the same ; and shall not have more
than three books at a time, unless by special leave obtained by a vote

of the society. No manuscript shall be taken out of the library, but in

the presence of the Librarian, a receipt and obligation being given to

3'eturn it within the space of three months.
Art. VIL The sixth article shall not prevent the Committee, an-

nually chosen to superintend the publications of the Society, from tak-

ing out of the library as many books and papers as they may want,
they giving a receipt for the same, as provided in that article.

Art. Vin. If books or manuscripts be requested for publick uses,

or for the peculiar benefit of persons whom the Society is disposed to

oblige, the application shall be made to the Librarian through the me-
dium of some member, who shall be responsible in a written obliga-
tion, for the return of each article borrowed, within such time as shall

be stipulated by the Librarian, not exceeding three months, and shall

be accountable for all loss and damage.
Art. IX. Every book lost shall be replaced by the person who

shall have lost the same, if it can be procured ; and if not, another
equally valuable shall be accepted to supply the vacancy.

Art. X. All pamphlets shall be bound, except duplicates ; which
shall be kept by themselves, and triplicates shall be exchanged.
Art. XI. All manuscripts shall be distinctly marked and number-

ed and kept in cases of paper ; which shall also be numbered, and the
contents of each registered.

Art. XII. Every present received shall be recorded, and an ac-
count of it rendered, at the next meeting of the Society.

Art. XIII. A printed ticket shall be pasted on the inside of the
cover of each book, signifying that it is the property of the Society,
^nd also the name of the donor, if it be a present.
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Circular Letter of the Historical Society.

Circular Letter o/' ^/z^ Massachusetts Histor-
ical Society.

Resjiectfully addressed to every Gentleman of Science in the Continent

and Islands bf America,

SIR,
'HE professed design of our institution is to collect^ preserve, and

coininunicate materials for a complete history of this country,

and of all valuable efforts of the ingenuity and industry of its inhabi-

tants. In pursuance of this design, we have already amassed a large

quantity of books, pamphlets and manuscripts ; and we are still in

search of more.

The Library and Museum of the Society are deposited in a new,

spacious and convenient apartment of the Tontine Crescent,) in Franklin-

place, Boston. To this apartment, any person may have access, by
application to the Librarian, or to any one of the members.

But from many instances which have occurred during our own
memory, we are satisfied, that depositories, however desirable, are ex-

posed to such accidents, from the hand of time, from the power of the

elements, and from the ravages of unprincipled or mercenary men, as

to render them unsafe. The surest way of preserving historical records

and materials is, not to lock them up ; but to multiply the copies. The
art of printing affords a mode of preservation, more effectual than Co-

rinthian brass or Egyptian marble. Statues and pyramids, which have

long survived the wreck of time, are unable to tell the names of their

sculptors, or the date of their foundation.

Impressed with this idea, the Massachusetts Historical Soci-

ety have determined, not only to collect ; but to diffuse the various

kinds of historical information which are within their reach. Though
these materials may come in, at different times, and there may not be

opportunity to digest them, in the best manner, previously to tlieir pub-

lication ;
yet we will present them in such order as may be convenient

and effectual. If we cannot erect an elegant building, we will plant a

forest, into which every inquirer may enter at his pleasure, and find

something adapted to his purpose.

We have therefore encouraged the publication of a monthly pamphlet;

in which is given the result of our inquiries into the natural, political,

and ecclesiastical history of this country. It is requested, that you

Avould contribute to its value and importance, by attending to the an-

nexed articles of inquiry ; and we beg leave to depend on your obliging

answers, when leisure and opportunity will permit.

We have also contemplated the forming of an extensive cabinet ;

comprehending the various natural productions of our continent, the

adjacent islands, and the neighbouring seas. To facilitate this purpose,

we have annexed to this letter, the best directions we have been able
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to obtain, for the collection and preservation of all' the proper subjects

of natural history. Any specimens which it may be in your power to

send will be gratefully received.

Your letters, free of expense, addressed to the subscriber, will be

duly acknowledged ; and noticed in the Society's publications ; and

you will have tne satisfaction of conuibuting to the general stock of

knowledge with which we hope to entertain the publick.

In the name, and by order of the Society

.

JEREMY BELKNAP,
Corresponding Secretary.

Boston, July I, 1794.

APPENDIX.

No. I.

Articles on which the Society request infQr7nation

^

IT I
^HE time when your town or city was incorporated ; its Indian

X name ; when the settlement began ; whether it was interrupted,

and by what- means ; to what Colony or County it was first annex-

ed ; and if there have been any alterations, what they are and when
made.

2. The exploits, labours and sufferings of the inhabitants in war
;

particular accounts of devastations, deaths, captivities and redemptions.

3. Divisions of your town or city into parishes and precincts, or the

erection of new towns within the former limits.

4. Time of gathering churches of every denomination ; names of

the several ministers ; the times of their settlement, removal and death
;

and their age at the time of their death.

5. Biographical anecdotes of persons in your town, or within your

knowledge, who have been remarkable for ingenuity, enterprise, liter-

ature or any other valuable accomplishment ; an account of their liter-

ary productions, and if possible copies of them.

6. Topographical description of your town or county, and its vicin-

ity ; mountains, rivers, ponds, animals, vegetable productions ; remark-

able falls, caverns, minerals, stones, sands, clays, chalk, flints, pit-coal,

pigments, medicinal and poisonous substances, their uses and antidotes.

7. The former and present state of cultivation, and your thoughts

on farther improvements, either in respect to agriculture, roads or ca-

nals.

8. Monuments and relicks of the ancient Indians ; number and

present slate of any remaining Indians among you.

9. Singular instances of longevity and fecundity from the first settle-

ment, to the present lime.
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10. Observations on the weather, diseases/and the influence of the

climate, or of particular situations, employments and aliments, especial-

ly the effect of spirituous liquors on the human constitution.

11. Accurate bills of mortality, specifying ages and casualties, the

proportion of births and deaths ; and the increase or decrease of pop-
ulation.

12 Observations on manufactuies of various kinds in any pait of

America, at any time ; and a comparative \iew of them at any two or

more periods ; particularly before and since the independence of the

United States ; before and since the establishment of the present fed-

eral constitution ; with thoughts on the farther improvement of them.
13. Past and present state of fisheries either in the seas or rivers of

America.
14. Modes of education, private or publick ; what encouragement is

given to scnools and colleges, and what is done to advance literature ;

whether you have a social library, what is the number of books, and of

what value.

15. What remarkable events have befallen your state, county, town,

or particular families or persons at any time.

§5^ The Corresponding Members of this Society are requested to

transmit to the Corresponding Secretary, any historical and geograph-

ical information of which they may be possessed, respecting any part of

the American Continent and Islands, together with printed acts and
journals of Assemblies and Conventions, whether civil or ecclesiastical.

And the Society will gratefully receive from them and from all other

persons whatever, any books, pamphlets, manuscripts, maps or plans

which may be useful in forming an historic 1 collection—and any nat-

ural or artificial productions which may enlarge the Museum.

No. II.

As one branch of a collection of materials for the civil and ecclesias-

tical history of this country—it is intended to form a complete series of

Sermons, On the discovery of America.

On the completion of one century from the discovery or
settlement of any state^ town., or other place in the Uni-
ted States.

Delivered before the General Court > in Plymouth or

At the anniversary elections 5 Boston, in Con-
necticut, New Hampshire, or any other of the States.

At the anniversary conventions of the clergy, Episcopal,

Presliyterian, Congregational, or Baptist.

At the anniversary elections of officers of the artillery com-
pany,

ffii On annual and special Fasts and Thanksgivings.
Bj^ To militia companies or to troops in camp.
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On the return of peace.

on remarkable events, as fires, earthquakes, epidemick sick-

ness, &c.

At assizes, or the opening courts of justice.

At tovvji meetings and on other popular occasions,

©rations, Sermons, or Poems,
On the anniversary of the first' landing

of our ancestors at Plymouth.

On the anniversary of the 5th of March.
On the anniversary of the 4th of July.

At the meetings of the Cincinnati Society.

On the death of eminent chai'acters in

church or state.

Before any literary society.

Journals. laws, resolves and protests, Of Congresses.

Of Assemblies, Conventions, and
other Legislative and delibera-

tive bodies

Conferences and treaties of publick Commissioners, appointed

to treat with Indians.

Tax acts of tm older date than 1775.

Proclamations by authority, and other single printed sheets.

Proceedings of Episcopal conventions, Ecclesiastical councils. Presby-

teries, Synods, General Assemblies, Baptist associations ; Circular

Letters of the societies of Friends ; and of other denominations of

clirisuans.

Indian exploits, speeches, anecdotes, 8cc.

Narratives, Of battles with the Indians.

Of captives, their exploits, sufferings, escapes, Sec.

Of missionaries and itinerant preachers of all denominations.

Journals, Of voyagers and travellers, for discovery^ curiosity^ or other

causes.

Minutes, or other doings of political clubs.

Magazines, museums, newspapers, 8cc.

No. III.

Dlj-ections for preserving animals and parts of animals.

Quadrupeds. The head should be preserved as nearly as possi-

ble in its natural form, with all its parts. If it be necessary to remove
any of the bones of the head, care should be taken, to retain the jaw-
bone with all the teeth entire ; as the number, form, and situation of

the teeth afford some of the most essential and distinguishing characters.

The tongue ought to be preserved in its natural form ; also the legs,

fcet.f and hoofs or claws.
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Birds. These should be preserved in full filumage ; with the bill,

tongue, and other parts of the head ; the ivings, thighs, legs, and clanvs j

and the fleshy part of the ru?n/i, in which the tail-feathers are inserted :

with all the feathers as nearly as may be in their natural position.

There are many parts or appendages of the head, the presence or ab-

sence of which affoids distinguishing chari-cters. Specimens of birds

of both sexes and of the same species are desirable. The ne^-t and eggs

of birds contribute to increase the knov;ledge of natural history.

Amphibious. The head, with all its parts ; the skin or shell in its

natural form ; with all the li7nds and appendages.

Serpents. The whole head, teeth and tongue. The skin ought
to be opened on one side to preserve uninjured the scales on the belly,

from the head to the end of the tail. A small portion of the bone at

the end of the tail should be retained. If the skin be spread open and
dried (as hereafter directed in the mode of drying the skins of birds) all

the rings, spots, and stripes will appear ; and especially the scales un-
der the belly, called the scuta and squama ; the number of which affords

distinguishing characters.

Fishes. Specimens may b« preserved by splitting the head and
taking one half of the head and gills, and skin, with all the Jiyis of the

back and belly, and along the tail to its extremity ; the membraneous
part which is an extension of the head over the gills, called the bran-

chia, and contains a number of long bones called rays^ which are gen-
erally essential in giving the characters of fishes.

Insects. These should be preserved entire.

Testaceous. In preserving those which have two valves or shells ;

great care should be taken to preserve the^om^sby which the shells or
valves are connected ; because they contain the essential characters.

Those shells which are found with the fish in them are most valuable

for the brightness of colour.

Zoophytes, which partake of the nature of both animals and veg-
etables, should be preserved entire ; with the substances to which they
may be found to adhere.

No. IV.

Doctor Cutler's method of firsserving the skins of birds.

" Open the skin along the breast ; remove the whole of the body
and neck, retaining the bones in the fore-part of the head ; the wings,
thighs and legs. Then spread the skin, open ; and place in on a sheet
of brown paper, adjusting the head, wings, legs and tail. Over the
skin, thus disposed, place another sheet of paper, and a small weight,
so as to produce a gentle pressure. Wiien the skin is become some-
what dry and stiff, it may be moistened with a sponge or brush dipped
Vol. IV. B
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in spirits.* Then sprinkle the skin pretty thick "with a powder com-

posed of equal parts of alum, salt-petre, and black pepper. Then place

it between two sheets of paper as before, with a gentle pressure. It

may be enclosed in several thicknesses of paper, to prevent all the

feathers from being injured by the heat, and be placed for several hours

in an oven after the bread is drawn." M. Cutler.

No. V.

Methods selectedfrom various authours^byMr.Ve.cK'j of ^ireserving animals

and their skins.

" First. Take half an ounce of crude Sal avimoniac in powder ;

put it into a pint of water ; and when dissolved, add one ounce of cor-

rosive sublimate mercury also in powder.

When this solution is used, it should be put into a glass phial and

set in a vessel of cold water, over the fire. When the water boils,

the solution will be sufficiently heated. When heated, it must be hud

on with a brush. It is used for wasliing the inside of boxes, in which
insects and other preparations are kept. There should be a string or

wire, round the neck of the phial, by which it may be lifted, when hot

;

and it must be heated in a glass phial as directed ; because it corrodes

with great rapacity every metallick substance.

" Second, Take twelve ounces of rectijied sliirit of nvine ; one ounce

and a half of sjiii-it of turlientine ; mix, and add half an ounce of cam-

fihor.

The skins of animals may be passed over with this fluid, by means of

a brush. It will destroy several species of insects.

« Third. Take white arsenic two ounces, alum, common salt, flower

of sul/ihur, white chalk, one ounce of each ; colocynth one quarter of an

ounce, and of black fiejifier one ounce. Let each be powdered sepa-

rately, then mix them intimately.
<' Fourth. With this compound powder, let the fresh skins of ani-

mals be sprinkled on the inside ; and for the outside, use one pint of

rectified spirit in which one quarter of an ounce of vierciiry sublimate

corrosive is dissolved. This method is very proper for birds. The
celebrated Reaumur, used every spring to place his preparations in

an oven made so hot as only not to burn the feathers or hair ; by which*

means any latent insects were destroyed.

It may not be improper to observe, that these are all nocturnal in-

sects, and begin to move soon after twilight in quest of proper substan-

ces on which to deposit their eggs. The evening is therefore a fit time
to examine the walls, by which attention, many of them may be de-

stroyed. I have found this a useful precaution. The specimens them-
selves should be frequently and carefully examined, to discover any

* The stiffest skins of any animal whatever may be rendered soft and pliable

by the application of the yolk of an egg mixed with warm water.
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insects which may have crept into them ; without this care, no appli-

cation whatever will I believe effectually preserve them."
Wm. D. Peck.

No. VI.

A method of preserving birds and other animals^ from the Philosophical

Transactions,, recofn?ne}ided by Dr. Lettsom, in his Traveller's Com-

panion,, p. 13.

" Birds in perfect plumage should be opened from the upper part of

the breast to the vent, with a sharp knife or pair of scissars ; the feath-

ers of the breast and belly being first carefully laid aside by the fingers ;

so as not to hinder the skin being easily come at. The skin must then

be carefully loosened from all the fleshy parts of the breast and body.

Take out all the entrails. Then with a composition of burnt alum.,

camjihor and cinnamon,, of each an equal quantity, well powdered and

mixed, let the whole carcase be strewed over lightly ; but salt is not to

be used with this composition, as it will, in moist weather, drop and

besmear the feathers. Pour into the body a small quantity of camphor-

ated spirit of ivine ; after that, fill up the cavity with cotton or any soft

wooly substance, pouring some of the aforesaid spirit into the cotton or

stuffing.

" Fill up the body where the flesh has been taken away, with cot-

ton, and your composition ; and having a fine needle and silk, sew up
the skin beginning at the breast ; observing, as you approach towards

the vent, to stuff the skin as tight as it will bear. This will be easily

accomplished by means of a small stick, of wood or ivory, till the

whole is done. Then lay the feathers of the breast and belly in their

proper order.

" To preserve the head,, Mr. Kuckahn directs the neck to be pulled

within the skin, till the back of the skull is drawn into sight ; out of
which a small piece is to be cut, and the brains extracted. The cavity

of the skull is then to be moistened with spirits and filled with the com-
posiiion and with cotton ; the skin may then be drawn to its proper

place.

" Or the brain may be extracted, by making an incision through
the roof of the mouth (taking care not to injure the tongue) with a

sharp pointed knife and drawing the substance of the brain, the eyes,

and other internal parts of the head ; the cavity should be immediately
filled with the composition and cotton. No water should be used to

cleanse any of the cavities.

" Large sea-fowls have thick, strong skins ; such may be skinned,

taking care to preserve the bones of the head, and other essential char-

actcristick parts. The inside of the skin may be moistened with any of
the aforementioned solutions, the sublimate solution to be preferred.

But where these cannot be had, a mixture of tobacco-dust, alum, pep-
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fier, and camfihor may be substituted. The skin may then be stuffed

with oakum or tobacco steeped in the solution, and sewed up. It should ,

be kept dry, and as soon as possible dried in an oven, not so hot as to

crisp the feathers.

" The skins of fishes taken off at sea may be preserved in a strong

brine, with the addition of a little alum.
" When any subject is to be kept some time in a hot climate, it

should be secured in a box filled with oakum, tow, or tobacco, well

sprinkled with the sublimate solution.

" Small birds may be preserved whole in spirits ; the finest plumage
is not injured by tins mode.

" Small quadrupeds, reptiles, zoophites and marine insects, may also

be preserved in spirits with the addition of a little alum ; the corks of
the phials must be well secured, or the spirits will evaporate. The
first drawn spirits commonly called high wines are to be preferred.

" Win.G^ed insects are best preserved by dryinsi; ; when first caught,
they should be put into boxes well besmeared with camphor.

No. VII.

Method of collecting and preserving vegetables. By Dr. Lettsom.

" When the naturalist is in search of vegetable productions, differ-

ent soils and situations should be examined ; as the sea and its shores,

deep running waters, dykes, marshes, moors, mountains, rocks, woods,
neglected or cultivated fields. Each of these affords peculiar plants ;

and when any are collected, the particular soil and situation should be
remarked. If it be convenient to take the whole plant with its root,

flowers and parts of fructification entire and perfect, the most effectual

way of preserving it, is to put it into a bottle of spirits. But it is often

more convenient to convey them dried in a hortus siccus.

" To do this in the best manner, and to make the stalks, leaves, and
flowers lie flat and smooth, they must be exposed, between papers, to a
free dry air, with considerable pressure upon them. The leaves and
flowers should be carefully expanded ; for on tiiis, the beauty and
value of the specimen greatly depend. The plants should be gathered
on a dry day, whilst they c»re in full bloom and all their parts perfect

and entire. When perfectly dry, they may be kept, either loose in

quires of paper, or fastened into a book, with glue made of fish ising-

glass, dissolved in boiling water.* Particular care should be taken to

avoid any injuries from moisture or insects ; to prevent any accident

from the latter, let the paper and stalks of the plants be sprinkled with
the sublimate solution.

* One ounce offish isins^-glass dissolved in a quart of brandy, and boiled till

three qtmrters of the liquor be evaporated, will make a fine g-lue, which may be
lEppt bottled for a long time. Dr. Clarkson, late of Philadelphia.
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The imfiressions of plants well taken off on paper look very little in-

ferior to the best drawings. Several methods have been recommended.

The following by Mr. Peck is very easy and effectual.

No. VIII.

Mr. Peck's method of taking imfiressions of vegetable leaves by means of
smoke.

" The apparatus necessaiy for this purpose consists of a pane ofglass ;

a pair of pliers, the jaws of which must be covered with leather ; a pair

of small forceps ; a wooden cylinder, about an inch and a quarter in

diameter, covered with soft woolen cloth, wrapped four or five times

round it and secured ; two pieces of sponge of the size of a hen's egg ;

and some splinters of pitch pine wood. It is convenient also to have

two cups of water.

" The process is as follows.—Take a dry leaf, let it lie in warm wa-

ter till it becomes perfectly flexible ; then with one of the sponges

moisten the glass ; lay the leaf on it, with the face next the glass, press-

ing it close with the sponge, which at the same time absorbs all super-

fluous moisture. The glass is then to be taken up by the pliers ; a

splinter of the pitch pine is to be lighted and the leaf held over the

smoke ; it must be kept moving, that the smoke may be equally distri-

buted and the leaf prevented from drying.

" When it is sufficiently blackened, it is to be removed from the

glass with the small forceps, taking it by the stalk, near the leaf, and
placed on a smooth clean table. Then with the other sponge dipped

in clean water, wet the paper on each side, till it is sufficiently moist and

soft ; then laying it carefully on the leaf, pass the roller over it, bearing

on it with both hands, with an even pressure ; and you will find a beau-

tiful impression of the leaf with every vein and ramification.

" The smoke is to be washed from the glass, for every new impres-

sion. If the leaf chosen is fresh, it must be suffered to wither, then

wetted and placed on the glass as above."

Wm. D. Peck.

No. IX.

Method offireserving marine productions.

" Corals^ Corallines., Sfionges and other marine productions are found

in considerable variety near the coasts of islands and continents, partic-

ularly in hot climates. Some of these are very tender and brittle,

when dry, and should therefore be carefully packed up in sand, in or-

der to keep them steady ; or they may be placed between papers in the

manner of a hortus siccus.
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« In hot climates the insects are rapacious and the finest fan-corals

and others of u soft teKture, when first taken out of the sea, are some-

times almost devoured before they become hard and dry. To prevent

injuries of this kind ; a little powdered corrosive sublimate or its solu-

tion may be sprinkled on them. Some of the smaller, and some branch-

es of tiie Uri^er may be put into spirits and the parts of them preserved

more distinctly."

Dr. Lettsom.

No. X.

In collecting mineral and fossil substances^ the following fiartic ulars are

to be attended to.

" When any articles* are collected, mark them by numbers or some
other sign of distinction referring to a catalogue, with all the particu-

lars relative to the subject—as (I ) Where it was found. (2.) In what
quantity. (3.) Whether on the surface of the earth, or at what depth.

(4.) In what position, whether horizontal, perpendicular, or inclined,

in what angle and to v,'hat point of the compass. (5.) Whether in

strata or loose. (6.) The depth and thickness of the strata, how inclin-

ed and to what point ; whetlier the fissures be horizontal, perpendicular

or inclined ; and what fossil bodies are contained in the fissures. (7.)

The quality of the neighbouring waters, whether pure, tasteless, pur-

gative, vitriolic, chalybeate. Sec.

" The places to be searched are the sides and gullies of hills,the shores

of the sea and rivers, with adjacent banks and cliffs, and the falls of riv-

ers.

" The situation of mines, pits and quarries, whether in rallies, hills, or

plains, and the disposition of the strata, their depth and thickness. The
damps and steams of mines and pits, and the effects of them on the hu-
man body or on fire ; in what seasons and in what state of the air they
are observed ; and what is the temperature of the air at particular

depths. The accounts of these things given by natives and workmen."
All these are subjects of inquiry for a naturalist.

Dr. Lettsom.

* Sands and clays, chalk, flints, and pit coal are particularly desirable because
useful in manufactures.
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A Topographical Description of Hopkinton, in the
County of Middlesex. By Dr, Stimson.

Sir,
^

Hopkintany 1794.

IN compliance with y®ur requefl, as exprefled in your
circular letter, in the name of the Hiflorical Society, of
Nov. li lygij I here tranfmit to you fuch anfwers to the

feveral interrogations contained in faid letter as I have been
able to collecfl, together with a plan of the town. Many of
the anfwers are imperfeft ; but are the beft I could obtain,

either from written records of the town, or elderly people.

If from them you can collecfl any thing that will be of fer-

v'ice in promoting the laudable defign of the fociety, it w ill

afford me much fatisfaclion, and I fhall be happy in con-
tributing (although but a mite) to fo valuable a defign.

I remain, with fentiments of efteem.

Your very humble fervant,

totheHev. jiREMYBELKNA? D.D 1 Jeremy Stimson.
Correlponding Secretary or the Hiltoncal > •'

Society. J

THE town of Flopkinton lies in a wefterly dire^lion

from Bofton ; and at about thirty-two miles diflance.

It was incorporated December 13, 171 5. Its Indian name,

Quanfigomog. There is an hill in the eaft end of the town
that was called, by the Indians, Megonko, and goes by the

name of Megonko hill to this day. The principal part of

the town was purchafed of the natives by Mr. Leverett, then

prefident of Harvard college, in Cambridge, for the purpofe

of perpetuating the legacy of Edvvard Hopkins, Efq. to faid

college ; and was called Hopkinflon, in honour to his name.

It was leafed out, by the prefident and truftees of Harvard
college, to the firfl Tattlers. The feltlement began about

B
'-

the
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the year 1 710 or 12, and was never interrupted. The
town was originally annexed to the county of Middlefex, in

the province of Mairachufctts bay. There has been nO inn-

portaiit divifion of the town. Several farms at the weft end,

containing about three thoufand acres, have been fet off,

and annexed to Upton, in the county of Worcefter ; and a

farm at the eaft end, known by the name of Parker's farm,

containing five hundred acres, to Hollifton.

Although many of the inhabitants have been, from time

to time, enfracred in the former Indian wars, and fome were

killed, others died of fickncfs, and others taken prifoncrs by

the Indians, and carried into captivity ; yet I can obtain no

accurate account of the matter worth communicating. The
moft remarkable event that has taken place in this town, rel-

ative to war, is, that in or about the year 1746, twelve men
and a boy were enlifted, by Capt. Prefcott of Concord, to go

upon the expedition to Cuba. They went, and all died

there, except the boy. He only returned, and it was re-

marked by the old people, that they were twelve of the moll

robuft young men in the town. Their names were,

Edward Carrel,. Francis Peirce, Samuel Frale,

Henry Walker, Thomas Belloes, Samuel demons,
Henry Walker,] un. Eleazer Rider, Ebenezcr Coller,

Gideon Gould, . Cornelius Claflen, Samuel Roffeau.

There has been no diviiion of the town into parifhes of^

precinfts.

A Congregational church was gathered in Hopkinton the

2d of September, 1724. On the fame day the Rev. Samuel

Barrett was ordained paftor of faid church. Some time af-

ter, a number of people living in town of the Epifcopal or-

der, the Rev. Roger Price, a gentleman of eminence and
ability, came from England, and eredled an houfc near the

middle of the town, for publick worfhip,and endowed it with

a glebe, and publick worfhip was performed under his minif-

try for a number of years. After his removal to England,

he fent the Rev. Mr. Troutbeck, who officiated in that of-

fice for fome time ; but lince the removal of Mr. Troutbeck,

thofe people have not exifted as a diftind fociety.

January 15, 1772, the Rev. Elijah Fitch was ordained

colleague pallor of the Congregational church with the Rev.
Samuel Barrett. The Rev. Samuel • Barrett departed this

life
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life December 11, 1772, aged feventy-two years. He v;as

a pious, good chriftian, a man of great candour and good-
nature ; and died univerfally beloved and lamented by all his

acquaintance, after having been in the miniftry almofi fifty

years.

The Rev. Elijah Fitch departed this life December 18,

1788, aged forty-two years. He poffefled all the good qua-

lities of his predecelTor, together with a high relifli for lite-

rature and the fciences. He poffelTed alio the moft lively

fenfibility. No man ever more feelingly participated in the

happinefs or mifery of his fellow men than he ; or better

filled the feveral offices of paftor, hufband, parent, friend,

neighbour, and townfman. In (liort, he poflelTed almoft

every qualification that could render him ufeful and amiable,

either in publick or private life. The only thing I ever heard

objedled to his charader, was his taciturnity ; and perhaps

he was a little too referved in publick and mixed companies.

The principal work he has publifhed, is a poem in blank

verfe, entitled, The Beauties of Religion.

October 5, 1 791, the Rev. Nathaniel Howe was ordained

paftor of the Congregational church.

The two firft perfons liberally educated from this town,

were the Rev. John Mellen, now of Hanover, in Maffachu-
fetts, and Dodor John Wilfon. The refpedability and
literary produdlions of the former are well known to the

publick,he having been in the miniftry upwards of fifty years.

The latter, who was eminent as a phyfician, lived and died

in this town. A number of others from this town have

fince received the honours of college ; and the fpirit of edu-

cation generally prevails.

The plan of the town is the beft anfwer to the 6th article

requefted in the circular letter. There are two ponds in

the wefterly part of this town ; from one of which, known
by the name of White-Hall pond, iflues one of the extreme

branches of Concord river, which empties itfelf into the

Merrimack. From the other, known by the name of the

North pond, (although it lies nearly fouth from the firfl:,

and not more than two miles diftant) iflues one of the ex-

treme branches of Providence river, which runs through
Providence, and empties into the fea at Newport, in Rhode-
Ifland. One of the extreme branches of Charles river alfo

takes its rife in the foutherly part of this town, from fmall

beginnings. Th^
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The town is hilly, interfperfed with fmall vallies, and
well watered. Some of the fwamps, that have never been

cleared and cultivated till within a few years, are found to be

the mofi: produdive, and fome of the beft lands we have.

The uplands are rough and flony, hard to be fubdued, but

are naturally good for grazing and orcharding. There are

feveral quarries or ledg-es of ftone in the town, which are

good for building, and can be cut into almoft any fliape or

form the builder pleafes. A large, upright, and convenient

dwelling houfe was eredted the laft year from one of thefc,

and the ftone found to anfwer the purpofe exceedingly well.

There are a number of good mill feats in the town, and not

lefs than fevcn or eight grift mills are already erecSted, and 4

number of faw mills, iron works, &c.
The former (late of cultivation was bad, but is now much

altered for the better. The people have been very induftri-

ous (ince the late war, and have improved their lands to

much greater advantage than formerly. A fpirit of emula-
tion prevails among the farmers. Their enclofures, which
ufed to be fenced with hedge and log fences, are now gene-
rally fenced with good ftonc wall. The roads, which ufed

to be remarkable for their roughnefs, and were almoft im-
pafTable, are now good, and conlfantly becoming better. The
town is ftill capable of very great improvement.
We have none of the natives remaining among us, nor any

of their monuments or relicks worthy of notice.

We have no inflances of longevity exceeding an hundred
years, although many have arrived to nearly that period.

The town, however, is generally healthy.

The weather is very changeable, often fliifting from very

warm co extreme cold, which frequently occafions inflamma-
tory diforders among the inhabitants. Before the fwamps
were cleared and drained, the inhabitants ufed to be -very

fubjedl to the fever and ague ; but fmce, there have been no
complaints of the kind in the town. With regard to fpiritu-

ous liquors, I have reafon to believe, from repeated obferva-

tion, that a moderate ufe of them is not detrimental, but, on
the contrary, beneficial and falutary, efpecially during the

extreme heat in the latter part of fummer, when our farmers

get thefr hay and reap their firft harvcfl. But the bad ef-

fed:s of too free a ufe, or a conftant habit of drinking them,
are too well known to need any defcription : they not only

deflroy
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deftroy health, but enfeeble the mind, rendering the perfons
almoft ftupid and fenfelcfs.

I can give but little information rcfpedling the bills of
mortality, increafe of population. Sec there being no records

of them kept in the town till the fettlement of the Rev. Eli-

jah Fitch, in 1772. He kept a record of the deaths from
the time of his fettlement till a little before his death, being
Jixteen years and ten months. They arc as follows. .

In 1772 39 in 1778 29 in 1784 15

73 21 79 8 J^5 19

74 10 80 II 86 12

*''"d;S4'"'' 1 75 45 81 II 87 12

76 19 S2 l4F.on,Jan.?88_jo
77 22 8.-^ 18 toSept. J^^

^^

156 91 68

91

156

Total 3
1

5

In the Interim between the death of the Rev. Elijah Fitch

.and the fettlement of the Rev. Nathaniel Howe, were no
records kept. From the fettlement of Mr. Howe to the

prcfent time, they are as follows :

In 1792 5

1793 19

1794 to Dec. 8. 16

Total 40

No fifheries or manufaftures are carried on in the town
worthy of notice. The inhabitants however manufacture

the principal part of their clothing. There is fcarcely a

houfe but has looms, fpinning-wheels, &c. fuitable for the

purpofe.

The inhabitants of this town are generally much engaged
in the education of their children, and ihe town yearly

grants liberal fuppiies for that purpofe. We have a fmall

focial library, which was founded in the year 1789, and is

annually increafing, but is too inconfiderable yet to be wor-
thy of notice.

No events have taken place in the town of Hopkinton,
that I can afcertain, fufficiently remarkable for the attention

pf the Hiftoric^ Society. A
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A Topographical Description of Thomaston, in the
County of Lincoln, and District of Maine, 1794.

THOMASTON, on St. George's river, lies about feven-

ty leagues diftant from Borton, and nearly in the lati-

tude of 4J.° 20' * N. and at about the diftance ©t four leagues

from Franklin ifland, at the mouth of the river ; is bounded

on the N. W. by Warren, on the W. by Cufhing and War-
ren, S. by Cufhing, and E. and N. E. by the Atlantick ocean.

It was incorporated as a town March 20, 1777, though, on

many accounts, it might - have claimed the privilege years

before.

Its Indian name was Georgeekee, from whence was pro-

bably derived its prefent name of Georges ; but a conlider-

able river, in the S. E, part of the town, bears the name of

Wcffoweflgeeg.

It is difficult to afcertain, with precilion, the exa6l time

when its fettlement firft began ; but, from the bed informa-

tion, it may be ftated to be about the year 1720 ; as about

that time, in confcquence of the interruptions from the na-

tives, government ordered the erection of a fort in faid

town, about five miles below the head of the tide, for the

fecurity of the inhabitants, and as a check to the Indians.

A regular garrifon of provincials occupied the fort, in which
a number of cannon were mounted, and in which nearly all

the firft fettlers built huts for themfelves and their families

to refide in. It is now entirely demolifhed, and but few
veftiges of regular works are difcoverable ; but, in lieu there-

of, a moft elegant building has this year been built, belong-

ing to the honourable Secretary at war; which, for magnifi-

cence, elegance, and tafte, it is fuppofed, will, when finifh-

cd, excel any in the commonwealth.

-

In the year 1722, a confiderablc body of French and In-

dians came to the town, with a view to take the fort ; and
daily, for fome time, fired upon any ftragglers from the gar-

rifon, killed fomc, wounded others, and captivated and car-

ried away a few. Finding they could not openly pofTefs

themfelves of the fort, they clandeflinely endeavoured to

undermine and fap its walls ; and had proceeded feveral

rods from the place where they firft broke ground, toward

the
*44''S' Holland.
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the fort, when, providentially, the ground fell in upon, and

buried many of them in the ruins. The ditch, wherein they

were buried, now remains plainly to be feen. There arc

now no Indians remaining in or near the place, nor are many
fclicks or monuments of theirs to be found.

The number of inhabitants in October, 1791, at the time

of the federal cenfus or enumeration, was eight hundred and

one ; lincc which the births have greatly exceeded the

deaths ; and a number of emigrants, from different places,

having fettled here, their prefent numbers may be fairly

cftimated at about twelve hundred.

The air, on St. George's river, like mofl: of the Eafl^em

country, is, in general, healthy and pure. The prevailing

winds, during the wmter feafon, are from the Northweft.

Their fnows generally fall on a level, to the depth of three

or four feet. Frofts are frequently difcoverable in Septem-
ber ; and in 06lober, ice in conliderable quantities is made.

The fnow and ice generally lie till April, when the fun is fo

high as to melt and carry it away. It is obfervable, that

where the fnow and ice lie deepeft and longeft on the

ground, the vegetation of the roots and herbs increafes. In

July and Augufl, the heat is often times more intenfe than

at Bofton ; but the evenings and mornings are much cooler.

Fruit trees do not flourifh, as they cannot be fheltered from
the chilling colds and blafts of the ocean, and be brought to

maturity.

The falt-water rivers and ftreams in winter are generally

frozen, and remain lo till fpring, which entirely prevents

navigation during that time ; but fuel being plenty, the in-

habitants, during this feafon of inclemency, may, if they

pleafe, have the comforts of good fires and other enjoyments,

Almoft all kinds of trees, excepting fruit, walnut, and
chefnut trees, grow here luxuriantly. There are but few"

hills or mountains remarkable in this town for height of

bignefs, excepting one, called Madambetticks, from the top

6t which may be feen iflands and lands to a great di fiance.

Near this, it is fuppofed, there is a confiderable quantity of

iron ore ; but no attempts have yet been made to afcertain

its quality or determine its goodnefs.

St. George's river, which divides Thomafton from War-
ren and Culhing, is navigable for brigs and fhips, of a large

burthen, up to the narrows ; and thence about four miles

higher
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higher up the river, to nearly the head of the tide, for floop^

and fchooners of eighty or ninety tons. The river is in

v/idth about half a league, till it comes to the narrows, where

its breadth gradually decreafes to its head. Fifh of mofi: all

kinds, in the leveral feafons, abound, which afford fuflenancc

for many of its inhabitants ; and even lobfters, oyflers,

clams, and other delicacies of the aqueous kind, are plenty

in this river. On it, and its feveral ilreams, are a fufficient

number of tide and other griif and faw mills, which afford

great profit to their owners.

In fo new a country, elegant buildings cannot be expecleds

In^general they are low, and the care of the people m this

rcfpeft feems confined to making them warm and comfort-

able, though fome of them are tolerably elegant, and larger

houfes begin to be in vogue ; and as the people grow wealth-

ier, they will be likely to pay more attention to their archi-

tetiure than formerly. On the whole, Thomafton, for fitu-

ation, falubrity of air, trade, and tafle, bids fair to rival almoPii

any in the county in future ; and as the great pofl road, lea^d-

ing from Cafco-bay to Penobfcot, Machias, and PaiTama-

quoddy, runs through this town, it produces confiderable

travelling and company, and naturally prompts the inhabi-

tants to make their roads and bridges good, and keep them
in tolerable repair.

This town, like too many others in this county, has till

lately, by reafon of the fmall number of its inhabitants, and
their low circumftances and habits, neglefted paying that

attention to their literary improvements, and the education

of their children, which they ought. But the inhabitants of

this river, and in this town, at prefent feem difpofed to cul-

tivate the minds, as well as adorn the perfons, of their chil-^

dren ; and though there are no publick fchools confiantly

kept, there are feveral private ones throughout the year.

In the year 1787, a fociety, under the name or title of

**-The Friendly Society in the county of Lincoln," was
formed of certain members belonging to Waldoborough and
St. Georges : but on account of certain attending inconve-

niences, it was agreed to divide the fociety and books, which
arc now confined to St. George's river ; and the fociety at

prefent confifts of nearly fifty members, many of whom have
a talle for reading, and the number of whofc well chofen

books, (the property of the fociety) amounts to upwards of

tv/9
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two hundred volumes, whofe value at the time of the pur-

chafe was little lefs than one hundred pounds.

There are two religious focieties nearly equal in numbers,
baptift and congregational. The greater number of pro-

feffing chriftians are of the former denomination. For many
years they have had for their fettled minifter the Rev. Ifaac

Cafe. They now are, fince his removal to the Kennebeck,
under the inftrudlion of the Rev. Elifha Snow. The con-
gregationalifls are, for about one third of the time, fupplied

with preaching by the Rev. Thurfton Whiting, and in a

fliort time, it is to be hoped, may have a minifter fettled

among them, and conftantly refiding with them, which
would much conduce to their happinefs and profperity.

The foil in general is not fo warm and good as in the

more weftwardly parts of the flate, being more inclined to

clay than loam : for which reafon the growth of Indian corn
is not often attempted, excepting in the N. E. part of the

town, where large crops have been, and commonly are pro-

duced. Rye, barley, fpring wheat, beans, peas, and flax,

fucceed very well, though, by reafon of too great attention

to lumbering and lime- burning, lefs of thofe articles are

produced than are neceflary tor the confumption of the in-

habitants. The marfhes and meadows yield a tolerable fup-

ply of grafs for the cattle : their paRures are fweet and good,

and their mutton, butter, and cheefe, are of a fuperiour qual-

ity. A great part of the inhabitants fubfifi: by lime-burning

and lumbering. The remainder are engaged in hufbandry,

with a proportionable number of traders, mechanicks, and
profeflional chara(!T:ers.

Of late, feveral confiderablc veiTels have been built in

this river, which are employed in coafting, and fometimes
on foreign voyages ; and the fpirit and inclination of the

richer inhabitants for fliip buildmg, fecms increaling. There
are now owned in Georges, (though the river, from its en-

trance to its head, does not exceed four leagues) one brig,

two topfail fchooners, and nine floops, whofe meafured
tonage is about eleven hundred tons.

The grand ftaple, however, of Thomaflcn, is its lime,

which has not its equal for quality or quantity in Ame-
rica. Rock, of which this is made, is found in large quanti-

ties, and nearly on every lot, in the northerly and eaflwardly

part of the town. The veins of rock feem to be in about

C aN.
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a N. and S. direction. Spots of land, or rather rock, of fix

rods fquare, frequently arc fold for an hundred dollarsr

There are now about thirty-five kilns creded in the town,

in which lime is burned, each of which on an average will

produce two hundred fifty-gallon cafks. Thefe, if burned

only three times a year, (though many are five or fix times)

will furnilh for the market and home confumption about

twenty-one thoufand cafks. Each kiln requires, on an Aver-

age, for each burning, about twenty-five cords of wood,
which in a year will confume nearly or quite twenty-feven

hundred cords of wood more than are ncceflary for family or

common ufes. This lime, when well burned, will net the

owners, at the marker, about fix fliillings a cafk, the annual

amount of vvhich vi'ill be upwards of twenty thoufand dol-

lars. A kiln is generally burning four turns, or ninety-fix

hours, during all which time the fire and heat ought to be
nearly as intenfe as in a glafs manufadory, and without any
cefTation. This lime, when burnt, is ufually exported to the

weflern markets and difpofed of, though of late confiderable

quantities have been fent to the fouthward to advantage.

Though, at firfl: view, the above account may feem very

flattering, and convey ideas of folid wealth in the pofTelTors,

and that this town enjoys advantages- beyond their neigh-

bours
; yet it may be faid, and perhaps with ftridl truth,

that the abundance of the lime rock, and quantity of lime

made, really is an impoverifliment to the pofTelTors and com-
mon manufadlurers of it. Too much attention being paid
to this bufmefs, prevents a due cultivation of the lands; and
agriculture, the principal fource of wealth, is neglet^ed and
uncherifhed. The procefs of making lime, in every ftage of
it, is expenfive and laborious ; and thofe who depend on the

bufinefs for a principal part of their living, may literally be
fiiid to earn it with the fweat of their brow. Nearly all the
provifion, implements of drilling, powder cafks, &c. are to

be purchafed at a high rate, by the greater part of the burn-
ers, who are generally but in moderate circumftances, from
the traders ; and the profits of the labour are frequently an-
ticipated, and go into the hands of thofe who never toiled or
laboured for them. Hence probably, in general, arife the !

too frequent complaints of fraud in filling the caflcs, c?cc.

The records of the town having been till lately little at-
tended to, no accurate accounts of births or deaths can be giv-

en.
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en. It is however prefumed, that for health and purity of air,

no town in the ftate can exceed it, though of late an inveterate

canker quinfy has prevailed in this and the neighbouring

towns, principally among children, which for fome time
baffled the power of medicine, and generally proved mortal.

It has now in a great degree abated.

The Proceedings of two Convemtions, held at Port-
land, TO CONSIDER THE EXPEDIENCY OF A SEPARATE
Government in the District of Maine,.

CoUeded from the original Flies and Records.

FROM the latter part of the year 1784, to the autumn of

1785, a feparation of the territory call of Pafcataqua

river, from the government of MafTachufetts, was a general

topick of converfation am.ong the inhabitants. During this

time, the Falmouth gazette, then the only news-paper

that was publifhed in the diftridl of Maine, was crowded
with addrefTes to the people upon the fubjedl. Clergymen,

phyficians, lawyers, and farmers, feemed engaged in accele-

rating the event. They all employed both their pens and
their private influence, in convincing their fellow citizens of

the propriety and advantages of becoming a diftinc!T: member
of the Union.

At the time I now fpeak of, there were alfo a number of

rcfpe<5lable oppofers of this mcafure. Thefe, generally fpeak-

ing, were either thofc gentlemen who were concerned in

trade, and feared an interruption in their commercial con-
nexions, or fuch as held offices under the government, and
feared the confequences of a new appointment. In this, as

in mofl other cafes of political experiment, the opinion of

each party was decided by a profped: of their own, rather

than the publick intereil. To this, however, there were
doubtlcfs fome exceptions. It is difficult to difcover the

fecret motives by which mankind are adluated : but from a

perfonal acquaintance with the views and principles of the

leaders upon both fides of the queftion, I think I may be
excufed in faying, that they were both in fome degree influ-

enced by a profpedl of private advantage.

When the fubjed; firft came before the publick, the great

body of the people feemed to be indifferent as to the event ;

and
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and although they afterwards became more interefted, they

never exceeded the bounds of moderate %eal. They were under

no opprcilion. Many incon veniencies, arifing from their re-

mote fituation from the feat of government, might doubtlefs

have been removed by a well-adminiftered government of

their own. But to bring them into the meafure upon this

ground, there was not a iinglc material to work with, but

reafon, and the difpailionate application of it to their par-

ticular circumftances. What was the probability of fuccefs

from the ufe of this, I leave to the judgment of thofe who
are beft acquainted with the inftruments by which the un-

informed multitude are commonly governed.

I fliall not attempt to collecT: the arguments which were

addrelTed to the people, by thofe who wrote in the Falmouth
gazette ; becaufe, to exhibit a complete view of them would
require a lengthy difcuflion, and becaufe I fhall have occa-

lion to mention the fubftance of them among the doings of

the convention, which were collected and publifhed under
the title of "grievances.*'

After the fubjedl had been lengthily and thoroughly exam-
ined, in publick and in private, it became neceffary to devife

and adopt fome plan, which, when put in operation, would
bring the bufinefs to a point. With refpecl to this, there

was fome diverlity of opinion. Individuals were averfe to

any adlive ftep, left they fhould be confidcred as officious.

The great extent of the diftricft rendered it extremely diffi-

cult to put the people in motion, in any regular and orderly

method. At length a number of pcrfons ligned a paper,

and gave it to the printers of the Falmouth gazette, requeft-

ing tliem to publifh a notification to the inhabitants of the

diftridt, to meet at Falmouth, for the purpofe of holding a

conference upon the propofed feparation. This notification

was accordingly publilhed in the above mentioned gazette

of the 17th of September and lit of Odtober, 1785, and is in

the following words. " Agreeable to a requelf made and
** figned by a large and refpedable number of perfons to the
" printers of this gazette, the inhabitants of the three coun-
*' ties of York, Cumberland, and Lincoln, are hereby noti-
** fied, that fo many of them as are inclined, or can conve-
** niently attend, are requefi:ed to meet at the meeting houfe
^* of the Rev. Meffrs. Smith and Deane in Falmouth, on
" Wednefday the fifth day of O.dober next, to join in a

"CONFERENCE,
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'^ CONFERENCE, then and there to be held, on the propofal
" of having the laid counties eredled into a separate
** GOVERNMENT ; and if it fhould be thought befl, to form
" fome plan for colledting the fentiments of the people on
" the fubjed, and purfue fome orderly and regular method
"of carrying the fame into effedt."

In confequence of this publication, about thirty perjons

from the town of Falmouth and its vicinity convened at the

time and place therein appointed. They entered upon the

difcuilion of their bulinefs ; the refult of which was, that a

circular letter fhould be printed, figned, and forwarded by
a committee to the feveral towns and plantations in the dif-

rridl, requeuing them to fend delegates to meet in a con-

vention to be held at the time, place, and for the purpofe

mentioned in the circular letter ; the copy of which (with

the names of the committee) may be feen in the Appendix,

No. I.

In this manner the firft convention for confidering this

important fubjecSl, was brought together. When we con-

lider the difficulty and hazard which commonly attend the

afTembling of bodies of people, for the avowed purpofe of

determining upon the expediency of withdrawing themfelves

from the government they are under, we muft admit that

the method adopted in this inlfance was very unexception-

p.blc. There was an open application to the people, to at-

tend, or not attend, the propofed conference, as they faw fit.

There were no infmuations, in any manner, propagated to

the prejudice of the exifting government ; but on the con-

trary, every (lep was propofed to be taken in an ** orderly

and peaceable manner ;" and their right to alTemble in this

manner, they confidered as founded on the firfc claufeof the

nineteenth article of the bill of rights. Under thefe im-
preffions, the convention proceeded to organize themfelves.

They accordingly made choice of the hon. William Gorham,
Efq. for their prefident, and Stephen Longfellow, jun. for

their clerk. They then voted to choofe a committee to ex-

amine the returns of the delegates, who reported that the

following gentlemen were duly returned, viz»

County



as Proceedings of lw» Conventions

Wells,

Buxton,

Brownfield,

Fryburgh.

County of York.

John Storer, Efq.

Samuel Knight,

Nathaniel Hill.

Henry Young Brown,
Samuel Haywood.

Jofcph Fry, Efq.

Paul Langdon,
Daniel Feflenden,

Ifaac Walker,

Nathaniel Merrill.

County of Cumberland.

Falmouth, Peleg Wadfworth,
Stephen Hall,

Samuel Freeman,

John Waite,

Enoch Ilfley, Efqrs.

William Thompfon, Efq.

Edmund Phyney,

William Gorham,
Stephen Longfellow, jun.

Cape Elizabeth, James Leach.

New Gloucefter, John Merrill.

Gray, Jedediah Cobb.

Scarborough,

Gorham,

County of Lincoln.

Georgetown,

Topfham,
Newcaftle,

Briftol,

Hallowell,

VafTalborough,

Winflow,
Winthrop,
Pittftown,

Lewifton,

William Lithgow, Efq.

Daniel McFadden.

Samuel Thompfon, Efq.

Samuel Nichols, Efq.

William Jones, Efq.

Daniel Coney.
Dennis Getchill.

Zimri Haywood.
Jonathan Whiting.
Reuben Colburn.

Lemuel Cumings.

The
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The only vote of any importance that was palTed at this

feflion of the convention, was, that *' a committee of nine
" be chofen to make out a ftatement of the grievances the
** three counties labour under, and alfo an eftimate of the
" expenfe of a feparate government, and compare the fame
** with the expenfe of the government we are now under.'*

The convention was then adjourned for a day, in order to

receive the report of this committee, which was completed,

made and accepted, and, together with an addition to the

teport, is contained in the Appendix, No. 11. This report

was ordered to be printed, figned by the prefidcnt, and tranf-

mitted to the people, for the purpofes mentioned in the vote,

inferted in the above-mentioned paper at the bottom of the

lift of grievances. The convention was then adjourned to

the firft Wednefday of September following.

The original files and journals of this feffion contain

nothing more than what has been mentioned, that refpedis

the general fubjecfl. But it may not be amifs to mention
fome occurrences relative to their mode of doing the bulinefs,

A motion was made by Mr. Thompfon, ot Scarborough^

that the mode of voting (hould be by towns. This motion
did not obtain ; and the convention voted that each delegate

Ihould have a vote.

The town of Falmouth had made choice of the five gen-
tlemen whofe names are mentioned in the lift of delegates

for that town, and then adjourned their meeting to receive

the report of a committee which they had appointed to pre-

pare their inftru6lions. At this adjournment, the town re-

confidered their vote for the choice of delegates, difmiffed

the article, and diflblved the meeting. But notwithftanding

this, Stephen Hall, Efq. one of the delegates, took his feat

in the convention ; and a vote was paifed, that the other

delegates from Falmouth had a right to a feat, and a com-
mittee was appointed to inform them that fuch was the

opinion of the convention.

There is alfo among the files of the convention, a letter

from the town of Northyarmouth, exprefting their reafons

for not joining in the choice of delegates, and for the unan-
imous opinion of that town againft a feparation.

There is likewife a letter on file from Daniel McFadden,
one of the delegates for Georgetown, excufing himfelf from
attending the convention, and advifing them to prepare, and

offer
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offer to the people, the form of government which they pro--

pofed to recommend. He gives an opinion in this letter,

that " a houfe of reprefentatives would be fufficient to rule,'*

faying, that ** there might be as wife men in the houfe as in

" the chair, and that bufinefs might be done much quicker."

In confequencc of the adjournment of the convention to

the firft: Wednefday of September, and the recommendation
that a new delegation fhould take place, and meet at the fame
time, on the 6th of September, 1786, there were two con-

ventions affembled ait Falmouth. The difficulty which this

oocafioned, was removed by the lirft vote of the new con-

vention. After organizing themfeives by the unanimous
re-elcdlion of the prelident and clerk of the former conven-
tion, a " coalefcencc" of the two was immediately voted.

Being thus united, the returns of the new delegates were ex-

amined, and the following is the lift of them.

Berwick,

Arundell,

Fryburgh,

Brownfield,

County of York.

Dr. Nathaniel Low.
Thomas Perkins.

Mofes Ames-
* Henl-y Young Brown, Efq.

James Haywood.

County

Portland,

Scarborough,

Cape Elizabeth,

Gorham,

Standifh,

New Gloucefter,

Gray,

Brunfwick,

of Cumberland.

Peleg Wadfworthji

Samuel Freeman,
Stephen Hall,

Daniel Davis,

Stephen Codman.

Jolhua Fabyan.

Berzilla Dellano,

Cary M'Lellan,
* James Leach.

* William Gorham, prefident.

* Edmund Phyney,
* Stephen Longfellow, jun. clerk,

Seth Spring.
* John Merrill.

* Jedediah Cobb.

Aaron Hinckley.

County



iii the DiftriSi of Maine. 31

County of Lincoln.

Hancock, John Philbrook.

VafTalborough, * Dennis Getchill.

. Window, * Zimfi Haywood.
Topfham, * Samuel Thompfon.
Briftol, * William Jones.

Newcadle, * Samuel Nichols.

Hallowell, * Daniel Coney.

Bath, Dummcr Sewall.

Pittfton, * Reuben Coburn.

Winthrop, Jolhua Bean.

* Members of tlie former convention.

The bufinefs tranfaded by this convention, which was
only two days in feffion, brought the fubjed: to a confider-

able degree of forwardnefs. They voted, that *' In the
" opinion of this convention, the counties of York, Cum-
** berland, and Lincoln, labour under grievances."

** That it is the opinion of this convention, the grievances
** ftated by the former convention (except the fifth article)

** are real grievances, that the counties of York, Cumber-
*' land, and Lincoln, novvilabour under."

*• That a committee ofVine be appointed, to confider
" what further grievances faid counties labour under."

The report of this committee does not at all comport with

the nature of their commiflion. As to the additional lift of

grievances, which they were appointed to exhibit, the report

merely ftates that there were fuch, which demanded the fe-

rious attention of the convention j but that they could not

at that time '' undertake to enumerate the multiplicity ofthem /"

and, upon the whole, referred the convention to the lift

formerly publifhed.

— But they proceeded to fay, " that in juftice to their con-
" ftituents, they efleemed it their duty to inform the conven-
*' tion, that they could not devife any mode which would
" fubftantially and effectually remove the evils complained
" of, except the citizens of faid counties were inverted vvith

" the privilege of legiOating for themfelves." And they

further gave it as their opinion, that *' the convention fliould

*' draught a petition to the General Court, requeuing their

" confent, that the faid counties fhould be erected into a

" feparate governnvent ; and that the fame, accompanied

D *' with



3;2 Proceedings of two Conventions

." with an addrefs to the people upon the fubjed, fliould be
*' tnnfmitted to the inhabitants of the feveral towns and
** plantations, for their coniideration."

This report was readily accepted ; and a committee was

thereupon chofen to draw up the addrefs to the people, and

the petition to. the General Court, which was therein re-

commended. This addrefs and petition are in the Appen-
dix, No. III. They were accepted by the convention, and

ordered to be printed, togetheu with the lift of grievances

ftated by the former convention^ to be figned by the preli-

dent, and forwarded to the people. The convention was

then adjourned to the laft Wedncfday of January then en-

fuing.

At the arrival of this period, the bofmefs had affumed a

very ferious afped ; thecaufe of which I will explain, after

Itating the returns from the towns aiid plantations upon the

queftion of a feparation. It will be noticed, that in the ad-

drefs to the people, the convention had requefted the clerks

of the towns and plantations •* to be particular in making re-

*' turns of the number of voters, for and againft a feparation."

In compliance with this requeft, of ninety-three towns and

plantations, thirty-two only mafle returns. Eight of the

ninety-three chofe delegates, bht made no returns ; fifty-

three, therefore, were not reprefented in any manner. Of
the thirty-two towns and plantations which made returns,

twenty-four w^re in fcivour of, and eight againft, a fepara-

tion. The plantation of Wales (now incorporated by the

name of Monmouth) fent their returns after the convention

was adjourned. The number of votes from this plantation

were twenty-fe\'en, and were unanimous in favour of a fep-

aration. The whole number of votes returned was nine

hundred and feventy, of which fix hundred and eighteen

were in the affirmative.

The convention now proceeded to difcufs the only quef-

tion of any importance that could come before them, which

was, whether the petition, the form of which had been pro-

pofed to the people, " //jali now be preje.nted io the legijlature .?"

A vote had been pafTed, ** that as there has been a number
" of refpeCtable towns in the counties of York, Cumberland,
" and Lincoln, that have not certified to this convention their

*' determination of a feparate ftate, and as the common-
" wealth in general is at this time in a perplexed ftate, and

" this
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*^ this convention being unwilling to do any thing that fhall

" feem to lay any greater burthen on the General Court,
** therefore it is the opinion of this convention to po'lponc'
" p>etitioning for a reparation at prefent." There m as a mo-
tion for the reconlideration of this vote, the difcufHon of
which was lengthy, intcrefting, and fpirited, the caufc of

which 1 will now proceed to explain.

The dilfrefs which every part of the government was at

this time involved in, by the fcarcity of money and the

publick burthens, was felt in thefe counties in a degree

equal to any part of the commonwealth. The people were

not merely deprefled, they were become pofTefled of that kind

of fuUen obninacy which is fomctimes the refult of defpair. •

in this fituation, ignorant of the real caufe of their fufferings,

and judging of the caufe by the effedl, they would have
.

thrown off the yoke of any government without remorfe. It

v^as at this time that the different fentiments, by which the

members of the convention were a<^uated, might eafily be.

difcovered. Some of them, in the language of genuine in-
,

furgents, did not helitate to fpeak of the fenate and attor-

ney-general as grievances. It was evident from the decla-

rations of others, corroborated by their private circumflan-

ces, that paper money and tender ads were their objects.

The deplorable fituation of the government, then in a ftate

of civil war, had no influence on the minds of thofe who
were infefted with thefe fentiments. When this fituation

was dwelt upon by the friends of government in the con-

vention, they were anfwered, that '^ now is the golden op-
** portunity ;" the meaning of which evidently was, how-'

ever cruel and unnatural it may feem, that " the legiflature

" are novv diftraded with care and trouble ; if we apply to

" them at this time, they will not dare to refufe our requeft ;

" and if they do, we can drive them into a compliance, by
" threatening to join in the infurredlion." Wh^n this dif-

pofition to perplex the government was, in a pointed and
ievere manner, reprobated by one of the Portland delegates,

he was told, that he vv^as '* out of his fenfes."

But notwithflanding thefe unfavourable appearances, it is

but jufl to obferve, that fome of the principal promoters of

a feparation were men of judgment and moderation, and .

manifefted their difapprobation ot the petition's being then

prefented to the legiflature, and voted accordingly. But
the
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the vote for the delay in prefenting the petition was recon-

lidered by a majority of 15 to 13, and it was accordingly puf

into the hands of a committee, with difcretionary power to

retain it, or prefent it to the General Court, then in feflion,

as they faw fit.

The feelings of the people had now become interefted in

the doings of the convention. It was the opinion of many
judicious men, that the expedations of relief, which they

had formed froni this quarter, were the principal caufe of

their quietnefs, during the troubles in the v/eft of the com-
monwealth. It is certain they exclaimed loudly againft th-e

government ; and I have no doubt but might readily have
been ftimulated to adts of violence. Thofe towns which
were molt dilTatisfied, were moft regular in the choice of

delegates \ and it is natural to fuppofe, that when thefe dele-

gates returned to their conftituents, they flattered them with

hopes of relief from a government of their own. Thefe hopes,

to be fure, mufl have been deluiive to the laft degree, if a

Speedy removal of their burthens was the objed of the people.

If, therefore, this convention was the means of preventing an
infurredion in this part of the country, it is an additional

proof that good often comes out of evil. Upon the whole,

I am inclined to believe that it was. For, without meaning
to derogate from the majeily of the people, I may be excufed
in faying, that they are often led by appearance, rather than
reality ; and that, for this reafon, they are commonly de-
ceived and impofed upon by thofe whom rhey depute for

their fervants, efpecially in matters of opinion. It might,
therefore, be very eafy to perfuade rhem, that a convention
(the very name of which is a confolation to thedifcontented

mulritude) pofTefTed both the difpoiition and the power to

adminifter the requifite afTiftance.

From the 31ft of January, 1787, the convention was ad-
journed to the 5th of September following. Another at-

tempt was then made to colled: the fentiments of the people.

A vote was pafled, appointing a committee to prepare an
*' addrcfs and fubfcription paper," which was to be for-

,

warded to the people, informing them of the fhate of the

petition (which had been prefented to the legiflature) ami
requcfting them to " fign for or againft a feparation." But
there were never any returns of it ; and from this time, the

^hole bulinefs, and the convention itfelf, gradually fell afleep.

There
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There were five or fix other adjournments ; but no bufinefs

was done, and none of the members attended, except the

prefidcnt and clerk, and the members for Portland. At the

lafl of thefe adjournments, there were only three of the Port-

land members prefent. One of them was chofen prelident

pro tempore, another clerk ; the third made a motion for

an adjournment ; but as there was no one prefent but the

prefident and clerk to fecond the motion, the conventioa

expired, not only without a groan, but without a fingle

mourner to weep over its remains I

APPENDIX,
No. I.

AT a meeting of a number of refpedable inhabitants of

the counties of York, Cumberland, and Lincoln,, at

MelTrs. Sm.ith and Deane's meeting-houfe, in Falmouth, on
the fifth of Odober, inftant—agreeable to a notification

publifhed in the Falmouth gazette, of September i yth, and

I ft Odlober, inftant, in order to form fome plan for colledt-

ing the fentiments of faid inhabitants, on the fubjecft of faid

counties being formed into a fcparate ftate——
Voted—'* That the fubfcribers be a committee to apply

to the feveral towns and plantations, in faid counties, re-

quefting them to fend delegates to meet at faid meeting-

houfe, on the firft Wednefday of January next, at 10 o'clock^

A. M. to confider the expediency of faid counties being

formed into a feparate ftate ; and if, after mature confidera-

tion, it ftiould appear to them expedient, to purfue fome re-

gular and orderly method of carrying the fame into effedt."

Purfuant to the above vote, we the committee aforefaid

hereby requeft the inhabitants of to choofe a delegate

or delegates, to meet at the time and place above-mention-

ed, for the purpofe afcrefaid. Peleg JVadfworth, Chairmen,
Stephen LongfellowJ jun.

JVUliam Gorbamj

Falmouth, Stephen Hall,

p5fohfr ^ih^ ^785. Jeremiah Hill,

Jojbua Fabian,

Henry T. Broxjsn.

To the inhabitants of

M
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No. II.
'

AT a convention of delegates from a number of towns m
the counties of York, Cumberland, and Lincoln, held

at Falmouth, on the firft Wcdnefday of January, 1786 :

The hon. William Gorham, efq, was chofen prelident,

Mr. Stephen Longfellow, jun. clerk.

It was then voted, that a committee of nine be chofen to

flate the grievances, which the three counties of York, Cum-
berland, and Lincoln labour under, as conneded with the

other counties in the commonwealth of MalTachufetts, from
which they are feparated by rhe intervention of the ftate of

New-Hampfliire ; and alfo to form an eftimate of the ex-

penfe of a fcparate government, and compare the fame with

the expenfe of the government they are now under—v.ho

reported as follows :

Thar from their local fituation, their inrerefts are differ-

ent ; and confequently cantiot be fully underffood, partic-

ularly attended to, and promoted in their prefent connexion ;

whereby their growth and importance are prevented, which
retards that of the United States.

That die General Court of the commonwealth of MaiTa-
chufetts being fo large, and their buiinefs fo various and per-

plexing, unavoidably renders it inconvenient and expenfive

to the inhabitants of thofe counties, both with regard to their

members at Court, and fuitors for juftice.

That applications to the fupreme executive authority, be-
ing frequently neceifary, are attended with great expenfe ;

to the injury and prejudice of the inhabitants of thofe

counties. .

That the bufinefs of the Suprem.e Judicial Court, from
the extent of territories, is fo great as renders a proper ar-

rangement in that department exceedingly difficult : And to

repair to their office at Boffon is very expenfive.

That the prefent regulations of trade operate unequally,

and againff thofe counties, by reducing the price of lumber,

which is detrimental to thofe that are em.ployed in making
rhe fame ; while they tend to the emolument of many in the

other part of the commonwealth.
That we confider it as a matter of grievance that a con-

fiderable part of the inhabitants of thcfe counties are deprived
of a vote in the Hoiife of Reprefentatives, where all money

bills
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bills originate ; and there appears to be no profpedl of a

fpeedy relief.

That the prefent mode of taxation, by polls and eflates, is

very injurious to this terriiory, as the inhabitants cannor be
en)ployed to the fame advantage, and their flocks are nor fo

profitable ; neither can their lands be fo advantageoufly im-
proved, as in the other part of the commonwealth, where
they enjoy a milder climate.

That the excife and impoft ads operate grievoufly on the

inhabitants of thofe counties, as they have not in general
the advantage of orchards ; and the keeping of llieep is dif-

ficult and expenfive, by the hazard from wolves and other
beafts of prey, and the great length of their winters.

That the adl impofing a duty on deeds, &:c, operates un-
equally, by reafon of the more frequent conveyances of real

property in a new than in old fettled countries.

That the necelTary attendance upon the flate treafury h
inconvenient, expenfive, and grievous.

The committee have taken a view of the feveral confiitu-

tions of the United States ; and from fome calculations they

have made, are of opinion that a feparate government may
be adopted, whereby a very confiderable part of the ex pen fe,

now paid by thefe counties, may be faved :—But not know-
ing what form of government the people in faid counties

would choofe, in cafe of a feparation, they have not thought
proper to report any eltimate thereon.

Voted, to fubjoin the following to the report of the above
committee.

As a full reprefentation is fuppofed to be the moft likely

way to obtain a redrefs of grievances, we hope the feveral

towns in thefe counties will pay that attention which our
peculiar circumftances require, by a general choice of mem-
bers to reprefent them in General Court the next year.

Voted, that the report of the above committee, with what
is fubjoined thereto, be figned by the prefident of this con-
vention, and tranfmitted to the feveral towns and plantations

in the counties of York, Cumberland, and Lincoln, requefi:-

ing them to choofe a delegate or delegates, at their annual
meeting in March next, or at fuch other meeting as they

fhall

I
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fhall think proper, to meet in convention on the firft Wed-
nefday of September next, at the Meeting-houfe in the firft

pariih of Falmouth, at ten o'clock, A. M. to confider of the

grievances the inhabitants of faid counties labour under

;

and to adopt and purfue fome orderly and peaceable meafurc

to obtain relief: And alfo requefting faid inhabitants to cer-

tify to faid convention the number of voters for and againft

faid choice of delegates.

William Gorham, prefident.

No. III.

Proceedings of the Convention, held at Portland,
September 6, 17S6.

AT a convention of delegates from a. number of towns

and plantations, in the three counties of York, Cum-
berland, and Lincoln, held at Portland, on Wednefday the

6th day of September, 1786—for the purpofe of conlidering

the grievances which the inhabitants of faid counties labour

under, and adopting fome orderly and peaceable mcafure to

obtain relief—Hon. William Gorham, efq. being firft cho-

fen prefident, and Mr. Stephen Longfellow, jun. cJerk

—

Voted, that the following addrefs, and form of a petition

therein referred to, be tranfmitted to the feveral towns and
plantations in the faid three counties, as foon as may be.

Friends and Brethren^

AGREEABLY to the duties of oui* appoint-

ment, we have taken into ferious confideration the grievan-

ces that the inhabitants of thefe three counties labour un-

der ;—^and, after a clofe attention to this important fubjedt,

arc clearly of opinion, that they cannot be remedied in their

prcfenr connexion with the other part of the commonwealth.
Our local fituation, the nature of our commerce, and the

jarring of our irttcrefts, render it neceilary, in order to an
effedual removal of them, that we fliduld be eredted into an

independent ftate.

The expediency of this mcafure has engaged the attentiort

of the publick for a long time—it has been conlidercd, as it

undoubtedly ought to be, a fubjedt of the greateft importance.

Two
<
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Two conventions have had it before them, and have care-

fully attended to the arguments which have been offered on
both fides of the queftion.

, We now communicate to you the refult of our prefcnt

deliberations ; and we fubmit it^to your wife and prudent
confideration.

You feel yourfelves difireifed, and your diftreffes will in-

creafe until you legiOate for yourfelves. In this there is

no great difficulty. Government is a very fimple, eafy thing.

Myfieries in politicks are mere abfurdities—invented entire-

ly to gratify the ambition of princes and defigning men

—

to aggrandize thofe who govern, at the expenfe of thofe who
are governed.

But the end of government is the good of the people—the

only defign of its inllitution is to fecure to them, as far as

poflible, the blefiings of life :—We therefore, in juflice to

our conftituents, to ourfelves, to the good citizens of the

three counties, and of the commonwealth at large, addrefs you
upon the fubjedt ; and tranfmit to you a form of a petition

to the General Court, requefting them to relinquifli all right

of jurifdidion in this eaflern territory ; and to give their

confent that the fame may be formed into a feparate ftate.

And we do earneftly call upon every free citizen within the

faid counties, to take the fame into his moft fcrious confid-

eration ; and each one, for himfeif, give his vote for or

againft a feparation.

And we alfo deiire each town and plantation, within the

faid counties, to meet for the purpofe ; and tranfmit their

doings to this convention, at their adjournment.

Voted, that thofe towns and plantations that have not '

chofen, be defired to choofe delegates to attend at, or fend

their votes to, this convention, at the adjournment ; other-

wife they will be confidered as acquiefcing in the doings of
their brethren. It is earnefi:ly recommended to thefeledl-

men of towns, and committees of plantations, to notify

publick meetings for the purpofe ;—and to the clerks of

the feveral towns and plantations, that they be particular in

making returns of the number of voters, for and againll: a

feparation.

E Form
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Form of the Petition.

To the honourable Senate and Houfeof Reprefentatives ofthe

commonwealth of Maflachufetts, in Gen. Court afTembled.

THE petition of the inhabitants of the towns and
plantations of the counties of York, Cumberland, and Lin-
coln, by their delegates, met in convention, at Portland,,

the day of humbly fhewcch—That the inhabit-

ants of faid counties, previous to the late revolution, con-
lidered themfelves a part of the government of Maflachu-
fetts ; and, at the formation of the prefcnt conftitution, they

either approved of, or fubmitted to, the fame, and have cheer-

fully joined in fupport of government, and have paid due
obedience to the laws thereof ; and at the prefent time they

feel, moft feniibly, the difficulties in common to the various-

parts of the commonwealth, and are ready to exert them-
felves, to the utmoft of their power, to remove them, by
paying their taxes, and fupporting good order, and the laws

of the government ; but when they take a view of the po-
litical difadvantages they labour under, peculiar to their lo-

cal lituation, being feparated from the other part of the

government by the intervention of another ftate, as well as

their great diftance from the feat of government, they look

upon it a duty they owe themfelves and their brethren in the

other part of the ftate, and to the United States in general,,

in a peaceful and dutiful manner, and agreeably to the con-
ftitution, to lay them before the honourable Court, and re-

queft that they would relinquilh all right of jurifdieiionover

faid counties, and confent that they may be formed into a

feparate government, as they apprehend this the only ade-

quate remedy to the difficulties complained of.

And while they are taking this peaceful meafure to obtain

a redrefs of their great political evils, by afking for a fepara-

tion from the other part of the commonwealth, they do not

entertain an idea of throwing off the weight of the publick
debt, at this time lying upon the government at large, or to

prevent the other part of the commonwealth from having
their juft proportion of the unappropriated lands ; but, like

friends and brethren, moft ardently wifli to have all matters

adjufted upon the broadeft balls of equity and fair dealing.

Therefore your petitioners humbly pray, that your honours

would take their circumftances into your wife conliderarion,

and adopt fuch meafures as you in your wifdom may think

fit } and they, as in duty bound, will ever pray. A
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A Letter from Rev. Levi Whitman, containing an
Account of the Creeks and Islands in Wellfleet,

AND Observations on the importancb of Cape-Cod
Harbour.

Dear Sir,

AGREEABLE to your requcft, I prcfcnt you with

the names of the feveral creeks in Wcllfleet harbour,

I together with fome further obfervations concerning Cape-

Cod, and a bill of mortality for the laft year. The fouth

creek, near to Ealtham, is called Silver Springs, from a

fpringof that name near it, which has a white fand at the

bottom, refernbling that metal. Advancing further north,

is Blackfifh creek, the head of which was formerly a frefh

pond. A way was cut from it to the main creek, for the pur-

pofe of ereding a fulling-mill, which in time went to decay,

and the tide has worn a paffage for vefTels of fixty or feventy

tons. The third is Duck creek, which makes its way be-

tween two large hills, in the centre of the townfhip, nearly

up to the meeting-houfe. The north hill is called Milton's

hill ; and the fouth, Indian neck. From this, weftcrly, at

the head of the bay, is good anchorage and landing, to a

large creek called the Herring river, which meanders through

the liilt marfhes for feveral miles, near fome frefli ponds.

Billinfgate point is now become an ifland, it having been

cut off by a ditch many years lince ; and being conltantly

wafhed by the tide, there is now a palTage for fmall, light

veffels to pafs upon the full fea. In moving further north,

you meet, firfl:, with Beach hill : then with one much larger,

called Great ifland, which is feparated by flats (over which

the tide pafTes fome times) from Griffin's ifland, on which

there are eleven dwelling-houfcs. Faffing this, you come
to Bound-Brook ifland, which is feparated from Griffin's

ifland in the fame manner. On this ifland there is a wind-

mill and ten dwelling-houfes. This makes the high land

fouth-eafl: from Cape-Cod harbour. Nearly in the centre

of the marflies, and between the two iflands lafl: mentioned,

is Myrick ifland, covered with fmall oak wood. Thefe

three lafl: mentioned iflands are made only by creeks and

marflies, which are covered with water in high tides.

In addition to what I have already obferved, I would in-

form
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form you, that it is fufpe^led, by many amongft us, that th«

importance of Cape-Cod harbour, one of the bed and fafeft

Ihip harbours in the commonwealth, is not fufficiently

known, and has not been properly attended to ; at leaft it

is fuppofed that there has not been fo much care taken to

give ftrangers information how it may be entered, as might
have been done. That mountain of clay, in Truro, feems

to have been erefted in the midlt of fand hills, by the God
of nature, on purpofe for the foundation of a llght-houfe 5

which, if it could be obtained in time, no doubt would fave

millions of property, and thoufands of lives. Why then

ihould not that dark chafm, between Nantucket and Cape-
Ann, be illuminated ? Should there be a light-houfe ereded
on this high mountain, it would be difcovered immediately

after leavmg Nantucket light, and would be a fafe guide

round the Cape into the harbour, or give fafe dired:ion« for

going into any other port within the great bay of MalTa-

chufetts. Was there a light upon this high hill, and fuffi-

cient information given, ftrangers might know when they

were nearly north of it by founding, except when very near

the ihore of Truro, and near Jcffcrie's bank, where there is

a bank and fand bottom from nine to thirty fathom water^

which by fome is called the Shoal ground of the cape ; by
others, the Middle bank. I have been informed by feamen,

that immediately after pafhng this bank, the water is deep,

and the bottom muddy. There are no flioals very near the

fliore, except it be what are called Peeked-hill bars, near Pro-

vince-town, which reach off nearly three quarters of a niilc,

and from which, at low water, velTels are in danger. After

paffing thefe bars round Race point, (on which, three miles

from the town, there are nearly tv/enty lifliing huts, which
anfwer not only the purpofes for which they were built,

but alfo the fame as thofe built by the Humane Society for

the benefit of unfortunate feamen) the water is deep near the

fhox-e. Between the Race, and a point of land jutting out

fouth into the fea, is what is called the Herring cove, in

which veffels of the largefl lize may lie fafely, when the

wind is eaflerly. The land which I have juft mentioned is

called Wood end. The back of this land, towards the

Herring cove, has flioal ground, which reaches off fome
fmall diftance ; and fo has Long point, a bar of fand which
runs eaft from Wood end, and forms Cape-Cod harbour.

The
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The excellence of this harbour confifts in thefe particulars :

in it there are no rocks ; and it opening to the fouth, and
lying as it does, there is very rarely, in the moll: fevere fea-

fon, any ice in it, to prevent vcfTcls from going fafcly in,

even when the other harbours in MalTachufetts bay arc

frozen up.

If no others fnould b'c engaged in this caufe of humanity,

it is concluded that the Humane Society will, from a dcfirc

of increaling the good for which they were incorporated,

urge thofe whom it may concern to ere6t a building on the

Clay Pounds, fonehe purpofe of direfting ftrangers and peo-

ple in diftrefs where relief and comfort may be had ; or, at

lead, it is vviflied that through their means, a committee, or

fomc fuitable perlbn, may be appointed to inquire into the

matter. Thefe are the wifhes of many of your friends in

thefe parts, belides him who is, <&c.

Levi Whitman.
Rev. James Freeman.

JVellfeet^ OcJoher 26, 1794.

A Bill of Mortality in Well
26, 1793, to October

Ases.

i

October,

November,

December,

January,

February,

March,
April,

May,

July,

Augufl-,

September,

/Male
\Male
r Child

X Female
[Male

J Female

\ Male
{Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female

fMale

\ Infant

/Male
\Male
Infant

23

41

4
14

75
40
23

77

75
22

3S

69

75
28

28

25

fleet, from OcTOEEn.

26, 1794.

* Fever.
* Drowned.
Confumption.

Confumption.

Fever.

Apoplexy.
* Fever.

Confumption.
Confumption.
* Fever.
* Fever.

Paralytick.

Dyfentery.

Confumption.

* Fever.
* Fever.

Sore mouth.
The
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The fum total i 8, which, added to bills for nine preceed^

ing years, makes 163 in ten years. Infants and perfons dy-

ing from home are diftinguiihed as in former bills * for this

town. Baptifms in the year paft 39, which, added to the

former bills in nine years, amount to 433 in ten years.

* See Vol. in. page 121.

An Account of an uncommon Frost in the Night
.,

FOLLOWING THE 1 7th OF MaY, 1 794.

Ro ^e>*
EV. biR,

A CONSIDERABLE period having elapfed, and

fome of the obfervations upon the efteds of the frolV,

to which I referred when in converfation with you, having

been lolt, it is not in my power to furnifh fo particular an

account as I intended. If the following fliall afford you any

fatisfadion, it will make me happy.

The degrees of cold, as marked on Farenheit's thermom-
eter, the feventeenth of May, alfo the evening and morning
following, were as follows.

At eight of the clock in the morning of the feventeenth,

the mercury ftood at 53°. Atone o'clock, at 58°. At fun-

fet, at 46°. At 10 o'clock, at 37°. At eight in the morn-
ing of the eighteenth, at 46 °

. The night between the feven-

teenth and eighteenth was that in which the froft happened.

The following are fome of the effedls, which were produ-
ced by the froll.

Our fruit trees of every defcription were fcarcely ever

known to be more covered with blolfoms, and to exhibit a

more flattering profpedl. On the fuccecding morning, the

blolfoms and leaves of the trees were almoft univcrfally kill-

ed. So far as I can difcover, there are not more than four or
five orchards in the town, from which any cider has been
made, and from thefe but in very fmall quantities. Nut
trees and others were in a fimilar condition. It is particu-

larly difcovered, that fome fmall walnut trees were entirely

killed. The growth of others received a temporary check.
Fields of grafs, particularly thofc which bear clover, were

fo thoroughly chilled, as, upon the return of the fun, to

wither and decay. The grafs, in moft places, again fprang
up, and has afforded a fufficiency of hay to fupply the necef-

fuies oCthe inhabitants. None
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None of the fruits of the earth were more elTentlally injur-

ed than the grain. Corn, which had fprouced, and began to

fhovv itfelf, was frozen and deftroyed. The winter grain

(as it is ftyledj appeared, previoufly to this, very flourifhing.

Such was the feverity of the chill, that the fields, with but
few exceptions, were fo injured, as immediately to exhibit a

yellow caft, and to die. This, however, in confequencc of

rcfrefliing and plentiful rains, again fprouted,and the huf-

bandmen encouraged themfelves with the hope of receiving

a compenfation for their labours. But the fucceeding cold

weather occalioned a blaft, which was nearly univerfal ; and
it is now abundantly proved, that there will not be fufficient

colledled to furniih feed for the ground.

The froft, happening at fo early a period, was no difad-

vantage to the fummer grain, the oats, &c. I believe myfelf

quite fafe in obferving, that all vegetables in gardens, in the

lower parts of the town, were deftroyed.

One evidence of the very great intenfenefs of the cold
has been given me by an aged perfon, a recital of which may
poflibly gratify you. It has been his conftant pracStice, to

leave the houfeleek, a plant you have undoubtedly feen, in

his garden through the winter. No injury has heretofore

refulted from this. Upon examining it, after the above
mentioned froft, a confiderable part of it was chilled, and is

fmce dead. This may partly be accounted for from the

cold, affedling it gradually in the former cafe, but is, not-
withftanding, one proof of the uncommonnefs of the chill.

Another perfon has furnilhed me with the following ac-
count. About funrife, he exarrvined a pail of water, which
had ftood at the north part of the houfe, through the night,

and found the ice about half an inch thick. He feparated

it from the water, and looked again in thirty minutes, it was
covered with ice. This he removed, and after an equal

fpace of time, the water was found confiderably chilled.

Thefe are fomc of the difagreeable confequences of this

untimely froft. I am forry the account cannot be miOre per-
fed. Our fituation being low, we were confequently more
expofed, and more injured than moft of our neighbours.

I am, fir, with efteem and refpecl:, your friend and obedient
fervant, Nathaniel Thayer.

Rev. Dr. Belknap.

Lancajler, Nov. 8, 1794. A
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A Description of Marlborough, in the County of
Middlesex. By Rev. Asa Packard.

Sir,

IN compliance with the requefi: contained in your circular

letter, every fubjed it embraces has had my bell atten-

tion. My firft inquiries after the antiquities of this town
brought to view the following circumftance, which muft be

my apology for fo barren a return. The original records of

the town being greatly defaced, parts of them being nearly

obliterated, a committee was chofen to tranfcribe what they

fuppofed might be of importance in future. That partial

copy is what remains. Ancient records of ecclefiaftical

matters, if there were fuch, were not fo much refpe(5led.

Nothing has come to my knowledge, relating to the church,

of fo early a date as 1 700, when a church muft have been

organized nearly or quite forty years. The key of our an-

tiquities being thus loft by negligence, I. prefent the few

hiftorical fadls I have been able to colle6l.

A tracl of land fix miles fquare (old meafure) was granted

• to certain petitioners, inhabitants of Sudbury, in 1656, which
was incorporated by the name of Marlborough, May 31,1 660.

Its Indian name was Okommakamefit. The lait difcin-

guifhed leader of the tribe, which relided here, was Onomog.
By the reafons afligned in the petition for the land, it appears

that the Englifh fettlement was begun about 1654. Thofe
adventurers were feverely checked in their growth and prof-

perity, as an infant town, by the invafion of the favages. On
the fabbath, when Mr. Brimfmead was in fermon, March 20,

1676, the worfhipping aiFembly was fuddenly difperfed by

an out-cry of " Indians at the door." The confufion of the

firft moment was inftantly increafed by a fire from the ene-

my ; but the God whom they were worshipping fhielded

their lives and their limbs, excepting the arm of one Mofes
Newton, who was carrying an elderly and infirm uoman to

a place of fafety. In a few minutes they were fheltered in

their fort, with the mutual feelings peculiar to fuch a fcene.

Their meeting-houfe, and many dwelling-houfes, left with-

out protedlion, were burnt. Fruit-trees pilled and hacked,

and other valuable effeds rendered ufelefs, perpetuated the

barbarity of favages, many years after the inhabitants re-

turned. The enemy retired foon after their firft onfet,

declining
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declining to rifle the enterprife and 'martial prowefs of the

young plantation. The new fettlers, being much debilitated

by their various lolTes, being a frontier town, and flill ex-

pofed to the " adjudication" of their favage neighbours, left

their farms till the feat of war was further removed. This
toivn originally belonged to MalTachufetts.

iDivisioNs AND ALTERATIONS.] Weftborough fwhicli

driginairy included Northborough, taking its name from its

local fituation relative to its parent town) was taken from
Marlborough, and incorporated Nov. 18, 171 7. South-
borough, a branch of the fame flock, and deriving its name
from a fimilar fource, was incorporated July 6, 1 727. There
have been no other alterations worthy of notice.

Ministerial matters.] When a church was firfl:

gathered here, I cannot learn. Mr. William Brimfmead
was minilter to this religions fociety September 20, 1660.
He was educated at Cambridge, Maflachufetts, but never
had a degree ; feveral of his clafs, equally difgufted with him
at a vote of the corporation, that four years relidence at Col-
lege fhould precede a degree, took up their connexions, be-

caufe, at the time of their admilTTon, three years refidence

entitled fludents to that honour. Whether he was ordained

here is difputed. Mrs. Parkman of Weftborough, daughter
to Mr. Breck, who was fettled a few years only after the

death of Mr. Brimfmead, thinks he was not ; but that he
adminiftered the facraments is acknowledged, for he was in

office about forty years. The baptifmal covenant, now ufed

in this, and feveral neighbouring churches, is called, by el-

derly people, the Brimfmead covenant ; and he uniformly

refufed baotifm, tradition fays, to children born on the fab-

bath, implying that he adm^iniflred it to thofe born of parents

in covenant on other days. He was never married. Where
or how he lived is unknown to the defcendants of his charge;

and nearly all that perpetuates his memory is an unlettered

ftone. He died July 3, 1701.
The reverend and eminent Robert Breck was ordained

Odlober 24, 1707 ; died January 6, 1731, aged forty-nine.

The reverend Benjamin Kent was ordained Od:ober 27,

1733, and difmiiTed February 4, 1735.
The reverend Aaron Smith was ordained June 1 1,1740, and

difmifled, by reafon of bodily indifpofition, April 29,1778.

^ The reverend Afa Packard was ordained March 23, 1 785.
F Topography,
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Topography, Sec.'] The fcle6lmen are about to forwaFcf

a topographical defcription of this town, its waters, &:c.

(which will probably be as accurate as any that I could prc-

fent) to the fecretary of the commonwealth. I will therefore

only ohferve, in general, that near the publick road, in the

wefterly part of the town, is a circular pond, about half a

mile in diameter, which has no vifible fupply of water, but

at rainy feafons ot the year. Out of it flows a ftream, fuf-

ficient to carry a well-conilru6ted corn-mill twelve hours in

a day, at the drieft feafon. In the foil of the town nothing

is remarkable but its natural excellence. Very little of what

is called good land lies level, but is interfedled, in various

dirediofts, by hills, declivities, and vallies. Our high lands

are more fpringy, more moifl, and lefs expofed to drought

than the intervals below them, and often' retain their verdure

in dry feafons, when the vallies are parched.

Pigments.] Of thefe we have nothing to boaft from the

partiality of nature ; and whether we can plume ourfelves

on enterprife, you, fir, will beft determine. A poor man* .|

in my neighbourhood, of real genius, and peculiarly fond of

novelties, muft furnifh a few lines to the HiJIorkal Society.

He conceived a lurch for improvement in manufadluring

fpanidi-brown. Having procured a quantity of earth, or

loam, of no very fingular quality, as I judged by its appear-

ance— (it refembled bed-ore, though not impregnated with

particles of irontj—he laid it on a flat rock, and covered it

with a liberal pile of dry wood. Frequently feeding his fire,

and very carefully eyeing the prccefs, he was convinced, in

a few hours, that he had difcovered the outlines of his objedt.

Encouraged by this experiment, he conftrucfled an air fur-
.^

nace, the cofl of which was quite trivial, as appears by the
|

building itfelf. In this half- formed afl'air, which admits not 1

only of being finiflied, but of feveral improvements upon its

plan, he calcined and prepared for the mill a ton in twenty-
four hours, fix days in fucceflion, without great expenfe of
wood. A fingle man broke ground, and colleded feveral

tons of this loam, in a day.

Thefe circumflances, compared with the current price of
that article, mufl, fir, I think, anfwer two quefiions, intereft-

ing to our country, viz. whether the price of it may not be
reduced, and whether a little attention and encouragement

w'ould
* Ifaac Sherman.

t 'This arcumflanct dcfai-es a more particular inquiry.
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would not enable us to export ir. ConnoilTcurs in paints

acknowledge it is good. His firfl: attempts in nnaking fpruce

yellow, were Battering ; and I doubt not, a man of property,

genius, and application, might receive important hints of

this pcrfon, and find a ready, lucrative account in this branch

of manufacture.

Cultivation of the soil.] In this, fir, we are mak-
ing rapid improvements. I need only fay, our own writers

on hufbandry have been circulated among the farmers, and

our fields pay a lilent, but annual and liberal tribute to thofc

benefafiors of their country. It appears to me that our

landholders in general cultivate too much foil. With their

prefent rtrength of labourers, a fmaller fpctj in a higher

flate of cultivation, would be more profitable. It is a pre-

vailing errour to overftock both barns and paifures ; in con-

fequence of which, much of our grafs land produces lefs than

two, and fome that has been wholly devoted to feed, lefs

than one third of what it did thirty and forty years ago
;

while thofc lots which have been managed more judicioufiy,

produce as freely as in former years.

Education.] Our modes of it are as ufual in the coun-

try ; and poffibly you may think, fir, that the following

fuggeftion offers fome improvement upon this leading in-

tereft of fociety ; and all grant, that a fmall advantage to the

fhoot may become important to the tree. School-houfc- in

the country being principally improved in winter, would
they not be more convenient and accommodating at rbat,

and not lefs fo at other feafons, if, inflead of the ufual area,

the whole floor be covered with feats, leaving a fmall vacancy

around the hearth, and leaving alleys, at proper difiabces, ;;;

for the mafter to pafs and infpccft his fcholars fitting P'l^els
'

'

expofed to confufion, diforder, and partiality, would they not
.

,

find the fame fire more effediual in warming the room ?',"
' '

;

In this town, education is honourably encouraged. Nearly ,

:

half the year we have feveral fchools open, befides thoic re-

quired by law. In addition to which, a very decern- atid ,"/,,']

convenient houfe, built for that purpofe by certain proprTe-

tors, is generally improved, and found greatly beneficiaf to , <
>

them.
.J,\',[

L13RARY.] There is a focial library in this town,'c'd'n* '

fifling of one hundred and eighty well-chofen voluir^^s,

which cofi: fi.xty-five pounds ; and m.any of the youth" "im-

prove

1 ) ) ?
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prove it with a degree of diligence and difcretion, which pro^

mifes refpedability to them, and ufeful members to fociety.

Bill of mortality.] Here, fir, I have to regret the

ordinary omiflion of thofe who have accurate lifts of births

and deaths, in not minuting the fex. Many children are not,

named in the town records ; others live but few days ; the

perfon who notes the birth and death perhaps lives in a

diftant part of the town, and muft frequently inquire feveral

times to learn the. fex, which tafk is generally declined.

The difeafes of which perfons die, are much more difficult

to afcertain ; for phyficians differ in opinion as well as

divineS;. By this circumftance alone, having made the at-

tempt fome years ago, I foon found myfelf neccllitated ta

relinquifh it.

Since the beginning of the year 1760 to Jan. i, 1795,
fevcn hundred and twenty-lix inhabitants of this town have

died, and in the fame period one thoufand fix hundred and

feventy-two have been born. The increafe of population

muft have been much greater, had not many young and

growing families preferred a fettlement on new lands, where
the furveyor deals in round numbers, and counts not the

links of his chain.

If this, fir, fhould encourage the growth of one branch in

your promiiing " foreft," I ftiall be gratified ; and if not,

being my beft, it evinces my readinefs to contribute fuch as

I have, to fo laudable an inftitution as the Hiftorical Society j

and' that,

"With much refpcclful efteem, I am, fir, affe(5lionateIy

.'•yours, . Ti
,, / * Asa Packard.

^%%ic!^'i Belknap, d. d. Bofton, V
CQ''cefponding Secretary of the Maf- >
ficjIuCfctts Hiftorical Society. J

'Marlborough, Jan. 3, 1795.

J.'A^ Letter from Rev. Gideon Hawley of Marshpee,
',

' ''containing an Account of his services among the
;, ;;, Indians' of Massachusetts and New-York, and a

, Narrative of his Journey to Onohoghgw^age.

....,: 7»b 31. 1794-

IT.
is forty years, this day, fince I was ordained a mifiionary

to che Indians, in the Old South meeting-houfe, when the
;•

:

'

Rev. Or. Sewall preached on the occafion, and the Rev. Mr.
Prince gave the charge. I



J^cv. Mr. HcrduJey's LetUr. 51

1 had been in the fervicefroBi Feb, 5, O.S. 1-752, and by
an eccLefiaftical council convened for tb^t purpoie, was now-

folemnly fet apart to the work of an evangelic among the

weflern Indiajis. The Rev. Mr. Foxcroft and Dr. Chauncyr

affifted upon the occalion, and Mr. Applcton of Cambridge,
with many delegates from their refpediive churches.

I entered upon this arduous buiinefs at Stockbridge under
the patronage of the Rev. Mr. Edwards, Was infrruder of

a few families of Iroquois, who came down from their coun-
try for the fake of chrilHan knowledge and the fchooling of

their children. Thefe families confifted ofMohaw ks,Oneidas,

and Tufcaroras, from Kanajoharry, and Onohoghgwage. I

was their fchool-mafler, and preached to them on the Lord's-

day. Mr. Edwards vifited my fchool, catechifed my fcholars,

and frequently delivered a difcourfe to their parents. To
Indians he was a very plain and praclical preacher : upon
no occafion did he difplay any metaphylical knowledge
in the pulpit. His fentences were concife, and full of mean-
ing ; and his delivery, grave and natural. In the winter,

Indians are at home, and my fchool w as well attended : But
many, who wintered at Stockbridge, in the Spring and Sum-
mer went off, and were about Schoharry, beyond Albany.
In the month of September, I therefore made an excurlion

into the Mohawk country. I had never been at Albany, nor
even as far as Kinderhook, till now ; and was ignorant of the

W-'ay, which led through a wildernefs.

I therefore wanted a guide, and took with me a young
Canada Indian, who had attended my fchool. He had been
bred a Roman Catholick ; could repeat the Lord's-prayer in

Latin, and Ave Maria ; could read and v/rite. He furniilied

me with an alphabet for his language, whiqh was of ufc to

ipe. He w^as of the Cagnawauga tribe.

Hewas my company, and only he. Two yctirs afterwards,

fome of the Canada Indians came, and not improbably this

fellow might be of the party, who fell upon a family at-

Stockbridge, on the Lord's-day, and murdered and captured
leveral of its, inhabitants. But it was now peace, and I had
no apprehenfions when travelling alr.iie with him, a whole
day, through a folitary wildernefs.

Near night we arrived at the out houies in Kinderhook.
Here we came acrofs a number of the Stockbridcre tribe,

encamped by a river. My Indian could no longer refrain :

He



52 Rev. Mr. Hawley's Letter.

He was determined to debauch. He wifhed to get drunk,

and alTociate with a courtezan ; but he knew theconfequence

would be the lofs of his ornaments, in cafe he did not fecure

them. He therefore came to mc, and taking off his wam-
pum, filver trinkets, bracelets, &c. depofited them. It was

in vain that I remonftrated : He would have a frolick. I

therefore, but with apparent reludance, took charge of his

goods, and fecured them in my bags.

In the morning, looking very penfive, he came to my
lodgings, and complained that he had been robbed. He
had loll his befl blanket, and wifhed me to recover it. I

went with him, and he pointed to a young female, who had

the blanket, and who, upon my requifition, delivered it to

him, looking very fheepifh.

He then wifhed me to refign the depofite of wampum,
which the evening before he had committed to mc. I de-

clined it ; and expoftulated, and infifted upon his going with

me to Albany ; ufing arguments, and making him offers.

He was filent. I fet out, and he followed me. I got into

the woods, and he after me. Prudence ditlated, that it was
befl to reflore him his trinkets, although he difcovered not

any fymptoms of ili-nature. Having received them, he re-

turned to the above party, and I never heard of him after.

I relate this affair, becaufe it is charafteriftick of his nation,

and all Indians or favages. I knew not the way to Albany ;

and the path I had taken was obfcure, and unfrequented by
white people, I came to an Indian village ; took fome di-

redlions, but lofl my way. I wandered in blind paths till I

found a few white inhabitants in huts, who had lately made
fettlements ; but being ignorant of the Englifli language,

could give me but poor information. To be fliort, I finally

got into the great road, I knew not how, but not until I had
been out in a mod terrible ftorm of thunder and lightening.

Thunder tempefls are very frequent in the interiour parts of

the country ; and I have often met with them fince in the

wildernefs, and fometimes when alone. It cleared off, and I

travelled ; and all at once, through an opening, appeared

to view the city of Albany ; and I fbon difcovered a fieet of
veffels by its fide, on the adjacent river. Great was my
fatisfadion. I came down and crofled the ferry ; went into

the city, and paffed it ; came to the houfes between Albany
and Skenedady, and lodged. Thefe were only two houfes,

kept
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kept for the entertainment of paffengers. They were alone,

but did not harmonize. Three houfes will agree ; but two
in a wildernefs will be confidered as rivals ; and their inte-

refts will clafli. Such is human nature, that power and in-

terefts muft be balanced by a third perfon or interefl.

Between Albany and Skeneciady is barren land ; but it is

ftrange that only two houfes had been at that time creeled,

on a road fo much frequented, and for fo many years together.

Soon after I left thefe houfes, the road parts. That to the

right, leads to Skenedady ; and on the other, a road to Scho-

harry, * where I arrived in the afternoon ; and foon found

the Indians, and particularly Jonah, whofe Indian name is

T'hanhanagwanageas, which is long, but of no extraordinary

meaning. This was a very chriftian-like Indian, and his

wife a good woman, who foon got me fome refrefliment.

His mother was a very old perfon, and of French extract:,

and full blooded, being captured from Canada when very

young. Jonah, therefore, was half blood. I never faw him
the worfe for ftrong drink. He was a man of prayer. I

had much acquaintance with him after this, as I had confid-

erable the winter palTed, when he was at Stockbridge with

his family. His wife was of the Tufcarora tribe. Jonah
and fome other families were about coming again to Stock-

bridge, there to winter. Some others, whom I faw, were
going to Onohoghgvvage, where they belonged. I left Jo-
nah, and went further down, about fix miles, and found, at

the Mohawk village, Sharrack, Peter, and others, who the

fummer pafied had been gathering, with their wives and
children, the genfeng root for the European market ; it hav-

ing the laft year anfwered for the exporter, beyond all ex-

pedlation. But this year, as the event proved, many adven-
turers or fpeculators in it were nearly ruined ; but the In-
dians employed in gathering it, got confidcrable by it, hav,
ing colleded it in great quantities. The Indian name for this

root is Kalondaggough. I lodged in the vicinity of thefe

Indians, and vilited them in the morning
; gave their child-

ren a few trifles that were acceptable, invited them to Stock-
bridge, and fet out upon my return, and came to the two
houfes between Albany and Skenedady, where I asain

111 regard to Schoharry, it is fine land, and fettled by Pa-

latines,

* Hunter's field, after Govemour Hunter.



m. 'Riv. Mr. Mliwley^'-s Letler.

latinesj brought ovei-j at the expehfe of ttic nafioh, in Qff^ft

Anne's reign. It is watered by a dream, which tends to

the fouthward, not far from the fource of Delaware, '(vhich

-takes an oppoiite dire6lion. Here are three decent i^eeting-

houfes, and twA domines : The One a Galvifiian ; and th^

^Dther, a Lutheran. The language of this pwple is German
Or High Dutch, and they are hufbandnien. The Albani^hs

and people of Skenecftady were Hollanders, and employed ih

trade ; and very few were farmers. For the fake of the

Irtdian trade, which is very lucrative, they havb -explored the

great lakes, and penetrated into the bow-els of the wilderhefs.

The Indians from Canada, with their fkins and fttrs, caiVie

\6 Albany in time of peace. I have {otn numbers of them
there at a time.

There was a miflionary to tlle Mohawks from t'he fociety

-in London ; but he refided, as he was coniidered as chaplain

to the fort, in Albany ; very little of his time with his \h-

dians ; and therefore could do them lefs good than a cx)nftan't

' refident among them. I was folicited once, by a clergyman

of that city, to tarry a while in town, faying, '''in cafe I went
and baptized the children, I might return and fpend thfe

feafon agreeably at Albany.'"' The Rev. Mr. Barclay, who
w^as now a milTionary in the city of New-York, it was faid,

had been a faithful and zealous intruder of the Indians ; but

his iituation, as I was informed, was made uncomfortable by
his neighbours ; and his fupport being fcanty, he left them ;

and Mr. Oglevie was his fucceffor, and now in office. This
gentleman had many amiable qualities ; but he finally re-

moved to New-York, and fucceedcd Dr. Barclay alfo at tliat-

plac'e.

But to return to my narrative. Having been upon this

excurfion, Vv'hich I made at my own expcnfe, I returned and
opened my fchool. At a proper time the Indians and their

children collected at Stockbridge. Jonah came with his

party ; and others, from the Mohawk river, where I had a

cohfiderable number about m.e. I noW took lodging at a

building called the boarding fchool, tmd ftn-nifhed a cham-
ber in it. For the fake of being converfant with my pupils

and their parents, I adopted this felf-denying mode of life,

being determined to acquaint niyfelf with their language and
manners, that I might better ferve the interefts of my miiTion.

This building, in a way unknown, took fire, and was reduced

to
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to afhes, * with confiderable furniture. By this calamity I

loft my bed, clothing, books, and many valuable articles of

furniture, for which I was never in the leaft compenfated.
There were many perforis who fuppofed, with fome grounds,

that this houfe was fet on fire by defign. Thofe who were
concerned in Indian affairs, were in violent parties. Mr.
Edwards, Deacon Woodbridge, and myfelf, were fupported

out of the fame funds, and direifled by the fame company :

we therefore harmonized. The Hon. Jofeph Dwight, efq.

was at the head of another confiderable party, fupported by
the government. This gentleman married Mrs. Sergeant,

the widow of the late Rev. Mr. Sergeant, the former miflion-

ary ; and had very confiderable influence on that and other

accounts. He was liberally educated ; had been fpeaker of
the houfe, a counfellor, and the head of a regiment in taking

Cape-Breton. There was a third party, fupported by Mr.
Hollis, in England. It is not ftrange that they could not all

agree in every mode of carrying on this bufinefs ; but very

unhappy for the Indians and the town, that they Ihould dil^

agree as they did. Deacon Woodbridge was a popular cha-
ra(5ler,and he governed the town,held its offices,and managed
the Indians as he pleafed. Mr. Dwight oppofcd him. In
fhortjthefe partizans in Indian bufinefs prejudiced many fober

perfons againft the whole affair by their mifcondud ; and they

wifhed to get rid of the Indians of every defcription, and re-

move them from town and country, as they finally did. This
fpirit being fo prevalent, induced Mr. Edwards to remove to

Princeton in New-Jerfey ; which, I am perfuaded, he would
not have done, had he been quiet and comfortable in his

miflion. And this animofity continuing after Mr. Weft, his

fuccelfor's fettlement, he alfo finally refigned his miflion, and
Would have no concern with the Indians. And a worthy
young man, the prcfent Mr. Sergeant, undertook the affair ;

but notwithftanding all he could do, they oufted him and
his Indians, and drove them off, as I may fay, to Oneida,
agreeable to a plan, which was twenty years in ripening.

This is not generally known. This fpirit of diffention, how-
ever, was the means of my carrying the gofpel into the Indian

'country. I was defirous of planting chriftianity at a diftance

from any white people, and where the Indians were not in

fo much danger of having their minds poifoned by them.

G However,

* In the month of February, 1753.
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However^ I found it very difficult to get beyohd its influence t

and I have confidered it as very ftrange, that nothing could

be undertaken for the Indian intereft, that did not meet with

oppofition, and many times from a quarter where we did not

look for it. I have always met with great difficulties in my
way, as have all my fellow labourers. It is not confidered by

the whites, adjacent to Indian plantations, for their intereft,

that this people Ihould be knowing, wife, or good.

Mr. Woodbridge, (whofc party was not fufpedcd as hav-

ing any hand in burning the boarding fchool) was at

the General Court in Bofton, at the time when the houie

-was confumed ; and he made application to the Board of

commiffioners, as I was yet at Stockbridge, that I fliould be

applied to, to take a hniflion to the Indians in the interiour

parts of the country. And when he returned from court, he

brought letters to me which defired me to go to Bofton,

which I did in the month of April, to confult upon meafures

with the commiffioners for carrying into eifedla new miffion

to the weftward of Albany.

In the year 1748, this Board had fcnt upon the fame mifi-

fion Mr. Elihu Spencer, * who could not furmount the ob-

ftacles he met with. But thefe Indians having, fundry

of them, particularly Jonah, Sharrack, and fome others, by
coming to Stockbridge, manifcfted a thirft for chriftian

knowledge, the commiffioners were encouraged to make an-

other attempt to carry the gofpcl to them : they did all they

could to encourage it. Money was not wanting in their

treafury ; and the company in London were able to anfwer

their bills, when more was called for, and were ready to do it.

It was agreed that Deacon Woodbridge,t being a man long

acquainted with the bulinefs, and a gentleman of abilities,

fhould accompany me into their country, and introduce me
to the Indians, with whofe manners and language I had

gained fome acquaintance, and had been acceptable in my
fchool, &c. It was alfo agreed that Mrs. Aillley ffiould be

our interpreter ; and that Benjamin Afhley, her huft)and,

Ihould be employed, and have a falary. This could not be

avoided, if we had his wife ; but he was a fanatick, and on
that

* Rev. Dr. Spencer finally fettled at Elizafceth-town in New-Jerfey, as prefideni >.)i.!c'n-

fon's fucceflbr.

•f-
1 may not have another opportunity to obf^rve concerning this gentleman, thr' i '.t-

always poor, and had a powerful party againft him ; but he rofe to be the firft rr .'; i;.. 'hf

county of Berkfhire, was always efteemed for his fenfe ; but had few who wiihed to
;

r. v >

iiim. For many years he was at the Council board, and fuftained his ftation with rep mu.
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that account unfit to be employed in the raiffion. His wife

was a very good fort of woman, and an, extraordinary inter-

preter in the Iroquois language. She was captured at Deer-

field, when that town was deftroycd, in 1703, and carried to

Cagnawauga, when fhe was about three years old. Her two
brothers, Martin and Jofeph Kellogg, well known in their

day, were both older than their lifter, and were ta,ken at the

fame time. The two boys got away before their lifter, who
rcfided in Canada among the Cagnawaugas until Ihe was a

maiden grown. Her brothers, however, lived there long

enough to be good interpreters, particularly Jofeph Kellogg,

efq. who was the beft in his day, that New-England had,

and was employed upon every occafion. For many years

he was at fort Dummcr, on Connecl^icut river, near Num-
ber Four : was at the Albany treaty in the year 17^4, which

was attended by a greater number of refpedtablc perfonagcs,

from the feveral provinces and colonies than had met upon
any limilar occalion. And in the year 1756, being per-

fuaded by General Shirley to accompany him in his way to

Ofwego, as an interpreter, which he undertook with a broken

llate of health, he fickened and died j and was buried at

Skencdady.
Martin, well known by the name of Captain Kellogg, was

a very remarkable man for his courage and bodily ftrength.

He was feveral times captured and carried to Canada. Many
ftories were related of his feats and exploits in early life. He
was employed by Mr. Sergeant in Mr. Hollis's fchool, and

his labours were acceptable, as far as I know. He lived at

Newington, near Farmington, in Connctflicut, where, I fup-

pofe, he died about the year 1758. Rebecca, my interpreter,

laid her bones at Onohoghgwage in Auguft, 1757, when I

was at Marihpee. She was much lamented by the Indians.

Her Indian name was Waufaunia.

Having returned from Bofton, with a written recommen-
dation from the governour, to which was affixed the great

feal of the province, and with other credentials and private

letters from particular gentlemen, it was only neceflary for

us to prepare for our million, which we did without delay.

But it was on Tuefday,May 2 2d, when Mr. Woodbridge,my-
felf and company fet out from Stockbridge for the Indian

country. Our departure upon fo great an errand as the plant-

ing chriftianity in the wildernefs, about an hundred miles be-

yond
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yond any fettlement of chriftian people, drew the attention of

the whole town. And the Rev. Mr. Edwards, his wife, and

others, accompanied us a confiderable diftance into the woods,

toward Kinderhook. They returned, after taking leave of us

in the mofl affedionate manner, and we purfued our way,

having only an Indian track. We arrived at the firft houfe,

and put up for the night ; and the next day came to Albany,

where we tarried two nights, making acquaintances, and

colleding fome neceffaries for our journey. We found

friends, but the people in general did not much favour our

undertaking Trade with the favages was their fupport.

This city is very compadl. In time of war it is alway pick-

eted ; and in the many expeditions againft Canada, it has

been the rendezvous of foldiers. It is confidered as the

head of navigation ; although with fmall craft the river is

navigable to the Half Moon, nine miles above it. The
land on the back of the town is poor, but the intervals, up

and down the river, are fertile ; and there are fome very

confiderable and, valuable iflands not far from the city.

On Friday we left Albany. Mr. Woodbridge and I fet

out for Mount Johnfon, about thirty-fix miles off, on Mo-
hawk river, to pay our compliments to Colonel Johnfon,

and obtain his countenance in favour of our milTion. At

noon we came to Skenec5lady, a town in fome refpeds fimi-

lar to Albany, but more pleafant. We crofTed the ferry, and

by a letter from Colonel Jacob Wendell of Bofion, were in-

troduced to his friend Major Glan, who hofpitably received

us. Having dined, we proceeded, and had a very pleafant

ride up Mohawk river, on the north fide. At fun-fet we
were politely received at Colonel Johnfon's gate, by himfelf

in perfon. Here we lodged. His manfion was fiately,

and fituate a little diftance from the river, on rifing ground,

and adjacent to a ftream which turned his mill. This gen-

tleman was well known in his civil, military, and private

chara6ler. He was the firfi: civil chara6ter in the county of

Albany at that day ; and after this, by means of the war,

which commenced in 1755, ^"^ ^^^ connexion with the In-

dians, of whom he was appointed the fole fuperintcndant for

that part of the continent, he arofe to great eminence. In

1756, he was made a baronet. It was favourable to our

miffion to have his patronage, which I never loft. In the

year j:7iS5, I found him at another manfion, about eight

miles
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miles from this, and four from the river. This iaft was a

very fuperb and elegant edifice, furrounded with httle build-

ings for the accommodation of the Indians, when down upon
treaties or conferences with him. Mr. Woodbridge and I

took our leave of him in the morning, rode up to the ford,

and crofiTed the river, and came over to the fouth lide, and

rode to what was called the Mohawk caftle ; near which
was a ftone chapel and a village of Indians, fituate on Scho-

harry creek, not far from the place where it difcharges its

waters into the Mohawk.
We dined with the commandant of the garrifon, which

conlifted of a fergeant and few privates, under Lieutenant

Butler, who refided there with his family. We heard the

weftern news, and that the French in great force had palTed

the Ontario lake, going, as it was conjec'Jlured, to the Ohio i

where they eredted the fort, which was called Duquefne,
now Pittfburgh. Mr. Butler obtained for us an Indian

guide, to conduit us acrofs to Schoharry, about fixteen miles

fouth, through a wildernefs. We went up the creek. OV
path was obfcure and obftrudled, and the travelling uncom-
fortable. We came to a refting place, and breathed our

horles, and flaked our thirft at the ftream, when we per-

ceived our Indian looking for a ftone, which having found,

he caft to a heap, which for ages had been accumulating by
pailengers like him, who was our guide.

We inquired why he obferved that rite. His anfwer

was, that his father pradlifed it, and enjoined it on him. But

he did not like to talk on the fubjed:.

I have obferved in every part of the country, and among
every tribe of Indians, and among thofe where I nov»' am, in

a particular manner, fuch heaps of ftones or fticks colledlcd

on the like occafion as the above. The largeft heap I

ever obferved, is that large colledlion oi fmall ftones on the

mountain between Stockbridge and Great-Barrington. We
have a facrifice rock, as it is termed, between Plymouth and
Sandwich, to which ftones and fticks are always caft by In-

dians who pafs it.

This cuftom or rite is an acknowledgment of an inviftblc

being. We may ftyle him the unknown God, whom this peo-
ple worftiip. This heap is his altar. The ftone that is col-

leclled is the oblation of the traveller, which, if offered with
a good mind, may be as acceptable as a confecrated animal.

It
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It was and is my bufinefs to declare his eternal power and

Godhead, whom they acknowledged, but ignorantly wor-

Ihipped ; and to declare his Son, the appointed mediator and

faviour, in his charadler, and unfold the truths of his gofpel,

which has brought life and immortality to light. But per-

haps thefe heaps of ftones may be ereded only to a local

deity, which moft probably is the cafe. Mr. Woodbridgc
and I, with ailiduity, purfued our way, one after the pther,

through bufiies, and floughs, water and mire, as our guide

directed. And at dufk we arrived at the neareft houfes be-

tween fort Hunter and Schoharry ; but did not put up till

we came to what was accounted a publick houfe, but very

unfit for the entertainment of gentlemen ftrangers. It had
only one room. In that room was what is called a flaw-

bunk, with a ftraw-bed, on which we lodged. This however
v^as not the worft of it ; for we had been contented with

coarfe fare and ill accommodations, in cafe we could have

had quiet reft ; but the unhappinefs of our cafe was, that it

was the end of the week ; and to fpend their wages, three or

four old countrymen came in, and gamed and drank through

the night, within a foot or two of our bed. We remonltrated

and complained, but in vain. Having had broken reft

through the week, we needed balmy fleep to refrefh us, but

of which we were denied.

Lord's-day, 27th. Having found our interpreter an(^

company at the upper end of the town, we went and had a

meeting at the Mohawk village, where I preached and pray-

ed in the forenoon. In the afternoon, Mr. Woodbridge and
I went to the Dutch meeting in that vicinity. Thofe who
are in meeting behave devoutly in timeof fervice. But with-

out, they are at play. I have been at their meetings, when
the boys through the fervice, and even at the celebration of

the Lord's-fupper, have been playing bat and ball the whole
term around the houfe of God. Coming out of meeting, we
obferved the lower orders at all forts of recreation. To us,

who had been ufed to the ftridnefs of a New-England fab-

bath, it appeared very profane. But cuftom will make any
thing familiar.

Monday, 28th. To-day we were very bufy in colleding

ftores and necelfaries for our journey, defigning the next day
to plunge into that immenfe wildernefs that lies to the fouth-

ward and weflward of us, and inhabited only by favages.

Wc
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We provided two facks of flour, which we bought at very

moderate rates, and hired a man and horfe to carry it bvei"

land to the Sufquehanna. Our company from Stockbridgc

was Mr. Woodbridge, Mr. Afhicy and wife, and myfelf,

and three or four blacks. Here v;e had volunteers, and par--

ticularly one fellow named Pallas, a vagrant Indian, whofe
company we had reafon to regret, but could not refufe upon
pur million.

Tuefday, 29th. Having aflembled our company, we af-*.

cend a fteep mountain, direding our courfe almoft weft:.

Our way was generally obllrufted by fallen trees, old logs,

miry places, pointed rocks, and entangling roots, which
Mere not to be avoided. We were alternately on the ridge

of a lofty mountain, and in the depths of a valley. At beflj

our path was obfcure, and we needed guides to go before us*

Our interpreter was on a fingle horfe, which was very fure

footed, but Ihe needed every attention. She paffcdthis
wildernefs for the laft time. In the afternoon we came to

rivulets which empty their waters into the Sufquehanna, and
the land becomes more level, and the travelling not fo dan-
gerous and difficult. Night approaches ; we halt by one of
thefe ftreams ; a fire is kindled ; the kettles are filled ; wc
refrefh ourfelves ; and we adore Divine Providence, return-

ing thanks for the falvations of the day, and committing our-
felves to God for the night, whofe prefence is equally rn

the recefTes of the folitary wildernefs, and the focial walks of
the populous city. With the ftarry heavens above me, and
having the earth for my bed, I roll myfelf in a blanket ; and
without a dream to difturb my repofe, pafs the night in quiet,

and never awake till the eye lids of the morning are opened,
and the penetrating rays of the fun look through the furround-
ing foliage : when we arife refrefhed, and again addrefs that

great and good being, whofe conffant vifitation fupports,

cheers, and refrelhes us ; and invoke his protedrion, direc-
tion, and blefling. And this is our pradice, extraordina-
cies excepted, through the journey, both in the morning and
at evening. Our enterprife naturally infpired us with de-
votion ; and the auguft and flupendous works of creation
filled us with awe. We read God's name in capitals.

It may not be impertinent to obferve, that in this wilder-
nefs, we neither hear nor fee any birds of mufick. Thefe
frequent only the abodes of man. There is one wood bird,

not
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not often feen,but heard without any melody in his note, in

every part of the wildernefs, wherever I have been. In fomc

parts of this extenfive country, the wild pigeons breed in

numbers almofi: infinite. 1 once paffed an extenfive valley

where they had nefted ; and for fix or eight miles, where

the trees were near and thick.every tree had a number of nefts

upon it ,' and fome, not lefs than fifteen or twenty upon

them : But as foon as their young are able, they take wing,

and are feen there no more.

Wednefday, 30th. Having met v/ith nothing remark-

able, we arrive at Towanoendalough in the afternoon. Here

were three wigwams, and about thirty fouls. We were im-

patient to fee the famous Sufquehanna ; and as foon as we
can, Mr. Woodbridge and I walk down to its banks. Dif-

appointed at the fmallnefs of its ftream, he exclaimed, " Is

this Sufquehanna ?"

When we returned, our young Indians, who had halted,

came in, looking as terrible and ugly as they could, having

bedaubed their faces with vermilion, lampblack, white lead,

&:c. A young Indian always carries with him his looking

glafs and paint ; and does not confider himfelf as drcffed,

until he has adjuftcd his countenance by their afTiftance.

I vifited from houfe to houfe, and found a child but juft

alive. I prayed with it ; was defired to baptize it, but ex-

cufed myfelf on account of my not being ordained. The
Mohawks are fond of chriftening their children. The In-

dians on Mohawk river, I fuppofe, are all baptized. Some
of them being at Stockbridge, at the birth of a child, were

affronted, vv'hen the miffionary there fcrupled to baptize it.

Indians are fond of rites and ceremonies.

The fick child died, and there were the mofl dolorous

bowlings among them at the event, which affedled us.

Mr. Woodbridge and Mrs. Alhley, our interpreter, could

not travel any further by land : We therefore concluded to

get a canoe and convey them by water. From this place to

Onohoghgwage, is three days' journey ; and how bad the

travelling is, we cannot tell.

May 3 1 ft. We met with difficulty about getting a canoe,

and fent an Indian into the woods to get ready a bark, but

he made fmall progrefs.

In the afternoon came from Otfego lake, which is the

fource of this ftream, George Winedecker and another,

in
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in a fmall battcau, with goods and rum, going down to

Onohoghgw age upon a trading voyage. Wc agreed with
them to carry the mtcrprerer and Mr. Woodbridge in their

batteau ; and bought a wooden canoe to carry our flour and
. baggage.

^A^e foon faw the ill effedls of Winedecker's rum. The
Indians began to drink, and fome of our party were the

worfe for it. We perceived what was coming.

Our lodging was not in their wigwams ; but in a little

ftore-houfe fet up on crotches, fix feet and more from the

ground, into which Mr. Woodbridge, myfelf, the interpreter,

and her hufband, could but jufl: enter and lie down. This
night we went to fleep with fome apprehenfions. We were
awoke by the bowlings of the Indians over their dead. The
whole village was agitated. We arofe very early in the

morning. We foon faw the Indian women and their child-

ren fkulking in the adjacent bufhes, for fear of the intoxicated

Indians, who were drinking deeper. The women were fe-

creting guns, hatchets, and every deadly or dangerous weap-
on, that murder or harm might not be the confcquence.

Poor unhappy rnortals 1 without law, religion, or govern-

ment ; and therefore without reftraint.

June irt:, 1753, is with me a memorable day, and for forty

years and more has not paffed unnoticed. We got off as

filently as we could, with ourfelves and effeds. Some went
by water ; and others by land, with the horfes. I was with

the land party. The Indians, half intoxicated, were outra-

geous, and purfued both the party by water, in which was
Mr. Woodbridge, and the party by land. One came fo near

us as with his club to ftrike at us, and he hit one of our horfes.

We haftened. Neither party met till we arrived at Wauteghe,
at which had been an Indian village, where were a few fruit

trees and confiderable cleared land, but no inhabitants.

Hbre, being unmolefted and fecure, we all rcfrefned our-

felves. But Pallas was the worfe for his rum ; was fo re-

fracftory, that Mr. Afhlcy's hired man, v;ho had been in the

canoe with him, did not like to proceed with him. I re-

proved him ; got into the canoe with him, to keep him in

order ; was young and unexperienced ; knew not Indians,

nor much of mankind ; whereby I endangered my life.

We went with the ftream, till we came to flack water,

when Pallas took his gun, to aim at fowl ahead of us. I was

H apprehenfive
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apprehenfive of his gun ; for I perceived him to be in liquofJ

I rook a paddle, and was turning the canoe, when the ducks

rofe, and took wing. The Indian was taking in his piece,

which at that inftant was difcharged, and had it not been

for the turn of my body, and particularly my head, the charge

muft have been mortal. Mr. Woodbridge, who had his eye

upon me, looked to fee me drop ; and was furpriled, when

he faw me unhurt. I had no certainty, but always fufpeded

that Pallas defigned to have murdered me.

This unexpedted event filled us with amazement, and

with fuch feelings and affections, that we immediately land-

ed on the welt bank of the river ; and palTed the day in

penlive and filent recolledlion, and fuch meditations as were

natural to men in our lituation. I retired from company.

Here a fmall dream empties into the river, and our horfes

were turned out to graze upon its margin ; but in the night

three or four of them returned to Wauteghe, which is twelve

miles back.

June 2d. Our Indians did not recover the horfes till late

in the morning ; and to-day we fall down the river only fix

or eight miles, and lodge by the Kaghncantafis or whirlpool,

becaufe there was herbage for our horfes at that place. Mr.
Woodbridge made many obfervations concerning the confe-

quences which would have followed, in cafe I had beerr

killed. .

Lord's-day, June t^^. To-day we embarked and proceed-

ed down the river, and about noon pafTcd a confiderable vil-

lage J forne families of which were of the Houflautunnuk

Indians, and of the ilime language with the Stockbridge tribe.

But as it was the chriflian fabbath, we did not permit

Winedecker to land. They Hood on the bank and beheld us.

Here we left Pallas. At this place, from the N. W. rolls

into the Sufquehanna a river, which is navigable with canoes

a day's journey. Its name is Teyonadelhough. Five or fix

miles below, we landed on the weft bank, and put up for

the night.

June 4th. In the afternoon appeared at a diftance

Onohoghgwage mountain, and fhewcd us the end of our

journey and the objed: of our wifhes. It rained. Wet and
fatigued, we arrived near night. The Indians flocked

around us, and made us welcome. Our hopes were raifed

by favourable appearances. But our accommodations, con-

fidering
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lidering our fatigues, were not very corafortablc. Our lodg-

ings were bad, being both dirty and hard ; and our clothes

wet.

June 5th. To-day there were many the worfe for the

rum that came with us. One of our horfes hurt an Indian

boy ; and this raifcd and enraged fuch a party againft us, as

Aihley, his wife the interpreter, and the Indians at whofc

houfe we lodged, hid themfelves, and would have had me and

Mr. Woodbridge get out of fight ; but we did not think

proper to difcover the leafl: fymptoms of fear, although they

threatened us i-n the moft provoking and infulting manner.

In the afternoon came chiefs of the Onohoghgwages, and

alTured us that thofe infulting and ill-behaved Indians did

not belong to them,* but were foreigners. We pointed out

to them the ill effeds of intemperance, and rcmonftrated

againft their permitting rum to be brought among them ;

and that it was necefiary in future it Ihould be prohibited,

or the difpenfing of it regulated, in cafe we founded a

million and planted chriftianity among them. In fhort, we
now opened a treaty with them upon the affairs of our ad-

vent, and the importance of our bufinefs in every view.

Having lliewn our credentials, Mr. Woodbridge addrelTed

himfelf in a well-adapted fpeech, of confiderable length, to

an aflembly who were colleded upon the occalion.

It affedled them, and they appeared to be religioufly mov-
ed, convidled, and even converted. But I muft referve a

further account of our miifion to another time, when I may
copy our addreffes, and the anfwers returned by the Indians

thereunto. I am, &c.
Gideon Hawley.

Rev. Dr. Thacher.

P. S. I may obferve, that much has been done in this

country for the Indians, and not without fuccefs. Many
were converted on Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket, and in

the counties of Barnftablc and Plymouth. At the Vineyard,

no lefs than three Indian churches were founded foon after

Mr. Mayhew began to gofpelize the Indians ; and at this

day there are a number of chriftian-like Indians, under the

care of the Rev. Zachary Mayhew. At Nantucket were
three meeting-houfes, where Indians aflembled for publick

vvor(hip>

* This was partly the cafe. t
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worfhip, with Indian paftors j and a few Indians yet remain

there ; but they have no publick aflembly of religious

worfhip.

At Marfhpee are between eighty and ninety Indian houfes,

if we reckon thofe who are in affinity wirh them. This

blood is mixed ; but the Indian blood prevails in a very

confiderable degree ; and all this people value themfelves

on being chriftians, and fome of them are an honour to their

profelTion, although too many are not fo. Thefe are more
civilized than any Indians in the com.monweahh, but utterly

unable to govern or protedl themfelves, being furrounded

by white people, many of whom would defraud and opprefs

them without good men to defend them, i wifh to be their

friend. There are alfo at this day a few Indians at Port-

numicut, Harwich, Yarmouth, and other places below Barn-

ftable. And in feveral places within the limits of Sandwich,

and particularly at Herring Pond, are a confiderable many.
And in the fouthern parts of the town of Plymouth, in two
or three vicinities, are Indians, who wifh to be chriftians ;

and whenever they have any publick worftiip and inftruftion,

they are very attentive ; and often folicit me to come and
preach to them, but my age and infirmities do not permit

me to vifit them very often, and I find that I can do lefs and
lefs. I am very confident, that thofe under the denomina-
tion of Indians, appertaining to Mr. Mayhew's and my paf-

toral care, are ^ibove a thoufand fouls. And they are not

diminifhing in numbers, and will rather increale, in cafe

their lands are fecured from alienation.

The prefent regulation of Marflipee has been the falvation

of the Indian intereft ; and every year proves its utility to

them.* But there has been fcarcely a felTion of the Gen-
eral Court without petitions againft it, fupported by fome
able, but interelfed men.

There is now depending in the General Court a petition

fupported by an able attorney from this county, who has re-

ceived an ample fee for that purpofe ; and I exped nothing
but this landed intereft, if pofTible, will be fet afloat, as foon

as one or two men are removed out of the way, who now
Hand in the gap.

There was a time, when even at this diftance, I had con-

fiderable

* An Indian fpeculator, viz. Deacon L. Nye, has faid, as I am well informed, that he

would give an hundred dollars to overthrow it. He has fpent money for it already.
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Jiderable knowledge of Indian affairs in the vveftcrn country,

where I fpent my early days ; but I have now no means of

iniormation. I am confident, from what 1 have known,
that there will be Indians in thefe parts, when there is not

o\'\^ in all the country of the Six Nations. There is nothing

ealier than to extirpate Indians, if the government is fet upon
it. I am, &:c.

Gideon Haw ley.

Queries respecting Indians.

(1) What is fuppofed to be the general amount of the pop-
ulation of the tribes with which you are acquainted ?

(2) What number of warriors ? (3) What profperous

•or unprofperous events have lately happened to them?

(4) Do they increafe or diminifh ? (5) What caufes

affed: cither event ? (6) What proportion of rencgado

whites are incorporated with them ? (7) What is the

ftate of morals, induftry, and opinions in thofe tribes ?

(8) What is their predominant difpofition with regard to

the manners and civilization of the whites ? (9) What
idea do refleiiing perfons form of the probable deitiny of

the fcanty remnant of the red nations ?

Answ^er to the foregoing Queries, respecting Indians.

(i) X^Y feveral months refidence in their neighbourhood,

Jf3 three years ago, I became acquainted with the

Oneida Indians, living in a number of villages, five and fifteen

miles fouth of the Oneida Lake, in the ftate of New-York
;

with the Stockbridge Indians, living fix miles fouth of the

moft confiderable Oneida village ; and with the Brothcrtown

Indians, living eight miles fouth of the Stockbridge fettlement.

According to an eftimate of their numbers made four years

ago by Mr. Kirkland, the miilionary, the amount of the

Oneida population was about fix hundred and fifty ; of the

Stockbridge, two hundred and eighty ; and of the Brother-

town, two hundred and fifty men, women, and children.

(2) Neither the name nor the character of warrior exift

among the Brothertown Indians. Settled in an old and
populous part of the ftate of Connedicut ; they have, during

half a century, wanted both motive and opportunity to en-

gage in war, and confequently their martial fpirit and fkill

have
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have departed. The Stockbridge Indians have feldom ufed
the name in late years ; it was revived by their ferving with
the Americans in the laft war ; and, I beheve, their number
ot warriors is about forty. The Oneidas, though much
tamed by a general ftate of peace and an intercourfe with
whites, retain fome ambition to be thought warlike, take

pains to excite and maintain a martial fpirit in their young
men, and count one hundred warriors in the whole nation.

(3) The Brothcrtown Indians are the fcanty remnant of
the Moheakaunuck Indians, called formerly t\\Q/even tribes

on th/T fed coaf}. They lived in Farmington, Stonington,

Mohcgan, and fome other towns in the ftate of Connedlicut,

and Narraganfet, in the ftate of Rhode-Ifland ; and gained
a poor fubfiftence by planting a few parcels of exhaufted
land, fifhing, and working at day labour, or making brooms,
bafkets, &c. for the white people, where they refided. About j
nine years ago, the Oneidas made them a gift of a trad of*
excellent wild land, lying twenty miles fouth of the Oneida
lake ; which was confirmed to them by a law of the ftate of
New-York. They foon emigrated from Connedicut, and
took poflefTion of this new and valuable territory. It was
thought at that time that this emigration would be advanta-
geous to them. It was fuppofed that the wild ftate of their

land, the lofs of their filhing, and the impoffibility of much
intercourfe with whites, would create a necefiity of labour in

order to fubfiftence ; that this labour, commenced from
neceflity, would be continued from habit and inclination ;

and thus would gradually bring them into a comfortable and
improved way of living. But thefe calculations have not
been, and will not be, realized. Thefe Indians have none
of the fpirit, induftry, and perfeverance neceflary in thofe

who fubdue a wildernefs. A fmall number only have
brought their farms into tolerable order. The principal
part clear one field for corn, beans, and potatoes, and give
ihemfelves no further trouble ; but either fufFer their re-

maining tracts to be wild, or leafe them for a fmall rent to

the neighbouring whites, who have rapidly increafed in their

vicinity, and from whom they attempt to get a part of their

fupport, as they did in New-England. It is well for them
that their conveyances of land are not valid by the ftate law :

were it otherwife, moft of them would foon be divefted of
every inch of territory in their prefent poflefTion.

The
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The Stockbridge Indians were greatly injured by ferving

a few campaigns in the army of the United States, in the late

war with Great-Britain. A large proportion of their mofl
promifing young men were killed, and their idlenels and in-

temperance increafed. They have been much benefitted bv
their emigration from Stockbridge in MalTachufetrs, nine

and ten years fmce, to a townfnip of good land given them
by the Oneidas in their neighbourhood. They now pofTefs

more territory than heretofore ; by their greater remotenefs

from the whites, they are obliged to live more within them-i

felves, and attend to hufbandry ; and they are, as a commu-*
nity, more indudrious and fober, and better provided than
in their former fituacion.

The Oneidas were fevere fufferers in the late war, in which
they took part with the Americans. Many of their warriors

were killed ; and in the year 1780, the hollile Indians, Bri-

tifh troops, and refugees drove them from their villages,

which they burned and wafted. For two years they were
hutted near Skenedady, or wandered in idlenefs and depend-
ence among the neighbouring Dutch and Englifh towns,
till the ceffation of hoftilities in 1782, permitted them to

return to their fettlements. This event was truly detrimental

to the Oneidas. At the commencement of the war they had
attained to fome degree of regularity, induftry, and profper-

ily. But the devafiation of their towns reduced them to

abfolute want and dependence ; and their difperlion among
the whites rendered them, more than ever, idle, intemperate,

and abjed. When they returned to their villages, after the
peace, they were wretchedly poor, their land was much over-
grown, and their reludance to labour doubled. To thefe

evils, which they fuftered from the late war, are to be added,
the difcord and animoiity, which their different political

fentiments and condud originated. The diftindtion of whig
and tory took place ; and with it refentments and difienfions,

which embitter their intercourfe, and will be continued
through fucceflive generations.

The immigration of great numbers of white people into
their neighbourhood, which is rapidly going forward, may
be thought advantageous in fome refpedts. It gives them
opportunity to get provifions and clothing for their furs in
greater quantity and cheapnefs, than heretofore ; it favours
the introduction of our arts and manners, and the Englifh

education
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education of their children, if they are difpofed to obtaiid

them. But, when it is confidered, on the other hand, that

it threatens the fpeedy deftruCtion of their game ; that by

affording them the opportunity of getting fome provifions

from the whites, it leffens the neceflity and promotes the

negled: of tillage ; that experience proves that the Indians

generally adopt the vices without the virtues of the whites

who lurround them ; and that, as the latter multiply in their

neighbourhood, they are leffened, vitiated, impoverifhed,

rooted out, and deflroyed ; this immigration may be pro-

nounced injurious to the natives.

(4) Their numbers, till within twenty or thirty years, were

continually diminiftiing. Since this time, they have re-

mained nearly ftationary ; allowing for the accidental de-

fl:ru6lion of fome lives in war, mentioned above.

(5) The caufes of this decreafmg, or uniform (late of

population, are, as far as I am. acquainted, there being a

fmaller number of children born among them than among
civilized nations ; the hardlhips incident to infancy ; the

general and exceiTive ufe of fpirituous liquors by the men,

and in fome cafes by the women ; debility ariiing from

idlenefs ; fcanty, irregular, and unwholefome diet ; frequent

Gonfumptions and inflammatory difordcrs.

(6) Not more than two or three pure whites are found

among the Brothertown and Stockbridge Indians ; nor more
than two or three families of whites among the Oneidas ;

who are generally perfons of infamious charadler, and not

fuperiour in any refpecft to the natives. French and Cana-

dian traders, in fome inflances, formerly incorporated and

intermarried with the Oneidas ; and thirty or forty of their

mixed defcendants exift.

(7) Little can be faid in favour of the morals of thefe

Indians. Many of their favage virtues are loft ; and many
of the vices peculiar to civilized fociety contracted. The
hofpitality, the courage, the fortitude, the fpirit of independ-

ence, and the refpedl jfor the chiefs, which pertained to their

more favage ftate, are in a great meafure wanting. They
are generally addided to habitual lying and drunkennefs ;

and theft and fornication are frequent. The midionarieai

have undoubtedly been inftrumental in withftanding the

progrefs of corruption ; and maintaining among them fome
good pradices and gogd characters. The Rev. Samuel

Kirkland
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Kirkland is miffionary from the fociety in Scotland and Cor-

poration of Harvard College to the Oneidas and others of

the Six Nations ; the Rev. John Sergeant from the fame to

the Stockbridge Indians. They generally attend publick

"worfliip and inftrudion on the fabbath, and behave with

great ferioufnefs and decorum during the exercifes. A fmall

number of the women feem to be influenced by the truth and
motives of chriftianity, and live in the confcientious and
uniform obfervance of its duties. A fmaller number of the

'

men have alfo profefled, and appeared to regard and value,

the gofpel ; but rarely is there a male profeflbr of the gofpel

fo exemplary, as not frequently to faliify his word, drink to

cxcefs, and commit other immoralities. There are two in-

flances in the whole Six Nations, and two only, of perfons,

"who, fince their converlion to chriilianity, have not been in-

toxicated. Art, diffimulation, and duplicity are common
traits in the Indian characfter. Their refentments are keen

and lading ; and though they do not often gratify them by
Ihedding the blood of their adverfary, they endeavour to re-

taliate with intereft in other methods. A party fpirit rages

in almoft every tribe and nation, to a great degree. Con-
tending fadions often carry their mutual hatred, animofity,

calumny, and abufe to dreadful lengths. The origin of thefe

parties is generally the contefts of rival chiefs for pre-emin-

ence ; the fale and diviiion of territory, and the intrigues and
the bribes of land-jobbers and traders.

It mufl: be acknowledged on the other hand, that the fpirit

of ferocity and revenge, which marked them before their ac-

quaintance with Europeans, is much foftened and fubdued :

their freneral behaviour is harmlefs and inoffenfive, and often

obliging and kind. Great civility is pradifed by them in

converfation ; and they appear averfe to contradidion and
difputation. Adultery on the part of the women is almoft

unknown. When they ferioufly accept a truft, they ar^i

feldom found to betray it ; and though the bafelf ingratitude

is very common, inftances occur of remarkable zeal and fi-

delity in ferving a benefador.

The ftate of induftry among them is wretched. They
feem to have an infurmountabie averfion to labour; and
though they difcover fome energy in the chacc, wholly want
it in hufbandry and the arts of life. With refped to the

Oneidas, their habitations coniift of three or four framed and

I boarded
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boarded houfes, built principally by whites^ a large num-
ber of unhewn^ and a few hewn log houfes, built by them-

felves, and a few wigwams, entirely conftru6ted with bark.

A few cribs and benches, wooden bowls, fpoons and bafkets,

of their own formation, with fome neceilary velTels for cook-

ing, purchafed of whites, generally conftitute their furniture.

They drefs chiefly after the Indian manner ; though feveral

can make garments in the Engliih fafhion. In two or three

inflances they impcrfedlly adopt our hufbandry, poffefs the

moft ncceflliry farming utcnlils, and fucceed in tillage. All

the others in the nation get half or two thirds of their fub-

liftence by railing corn, beans, and potatoes, having no im-
plement but the hoe ; and the other part by hunting and
fifhing. The labour of the tillage is chiefly performed by
the women ; though latterly the men afford them confider-

able allirtance. In fhort, they live in lazinefs and poverty.

Though their foil is eafily cultivated, and highly produdtive ;

and, on account of the immigration to their vicinity, the

price of the productions of the earth is almoft equal to that

of the city of New-York ; they often want the necelTaries,

and always the conveniencies of living ; and fuffer greatly

from hunger, nakednefs, and hardfhip. This reprefentation

is lefs applicable to the Stockbridge Indians, than to the

Oneidas ; but the Brothertown tribe verify almoft every

circumftance in it.

With refpedt to the religious opinions of the Oneidas in"

a pagan ftate, I have underftood, that they believed in a
Great Spirit^ who was fupreme ; and in many inferio^r deities,

guardians and governours of particular nations and tribes ;

that they offered animals in facrifice, and obferved feveral

religious feftivals ; that they had an idea of a future ftate of
rewards and punifhments, where the perfons who had com-
mitted certain vices, cowardice and fuicide efpecially, would
fmk into a dark gulph, over which all were to walk on a
fmall pole ; and thofe who had pradiifed certain virtues

would get fafe to the other fide, enjoy a mild climate, and a

country abounding with game.
Thefe notions feem now to be generally removed or redli-

fied by chrillianity, to which, as explained to them by mif-
fionaries, they appear to give a faint affent, though they often

fay it is a better religion for the white people than for them.
They have full faith in witchcraft, and the influence of

departed
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departed fpirits over human affairs. Their villages ^re

fometimes in the utrnoll Gonfternation with the accounts of

ftrfinge fights, apparitions, apd poffefTions, which crafty or

credulous perfons circulate.

There is an opinion prevalent among them thiit their an-
ceftors came originally from the weft.

(8) They in general of late years think rather favourably

of the manners and civilization of the whites. The inhabit-

ants of one fmall village among the Oneidas, nsaking fcven

or eight families, have a more favage cafl: of mind and man-
ners than the reff, affedt a contempt for ciyilizationj and
wifh to remove from the neighbourhood of white people.

But moft of them acknowledge the fuperiour dignity and
happinefs of a civilized ftate, wifh to have their children

formed to it, and fay that nothing but an adoption of our
arts and manners will fave them from extin(5tion. If they

fometimes reficdt on us for being cowardly, effeminate, or

tame-fpirited, they do it not fo much from a real contempt
for us, as to relieve that uneafy fenfe of inferiority which
mortifies and opprefTes them. When, however, they have
acknowledged the importance of induflry and arts to their

happinefs, refpedtability, and even exiflence ; they will add,
" Indians can't work." They feel fafl bound by the power
of their favage habits j and do not fummon refolution to try

to pradife according to their convidlion. The character of

the parents is tranfmitted to the children ; who grow up in

all that indolence, lifllefnefs and intemperance, which their

predecefTors exemplified, lamented, and condemned. The
government of the United States has flipulated to build them
a grift-mill and faw-mill, and pay annually to the Oneidas,

as one of the Six Nations, their proportion of 4500 dollars,

in domeftic animals, implements of hufbandry, and the fup-

port of artizans in or near their villages. A fum has been
afforded for the laft purpofe for three years paft ; but fo

fmall is the encouragement, and fo unpleafant the fituation,

that no reputable perfons have been obtained to fettle with
theni.

A fchool-mafter, fupported by the fociety in Scotland,

has been employed a 'izw years with the Oneidas : many of
their children can read and write in the Indian, and a 'itw in

the Englifh language. The Brothertown Indians generally

fpeak and read Englifh ; and many of the Stockbridge tribe.

(9)
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(9) Refieding Indians are very much diftrefTed with their

apprehenfions refpeding their deftiny. They have faint

hopes that CiviUzation will be introduced ; but they ferioufly.

fear that they (hall be obliged to remove from the neighbour-

hood of the whites ; or that if they continue in their prefent

fituation, they fhall be poor, defpifed, and dependent, gradu-

ally dwindling, till they become finally extindt. It is certain

that as the whites advance towards Indians, the latter become
vicious, intemperate, fickly, and difpirited, and, in general,

diminifh in numbers. I believe it is the opinion of thofe

who beft know and conlider their hillory and prefent con-

dition, that they are deftined to utter extermination.

John Thornton Kirkland.
Bojion, Feb. 1795.

'

An original Letter from Dr. William Clarke, of

Boston, to Dr. Franklin, of Philadelphia.

Sir, ^oJloHy May 6, 1754.

I
Received your two favours, by the two laft pofts ; for

both of which I am very much obliged to you ; the form-

er I fliould have acknowledged, by the return of the poft j

but was obliged to be out of town. I now return you the

papers, with my hearty thanks for the trouble you have

taken.

I fully agree to your obfervation in your lad, that although

feveral of the Englifh governments are (ingly a match for

the French
; yet under their prefent circumftanccs and dif-

pofition, all of them together are not able to withdand them.

I am very forry that neither your government nor fome of

your neighbouring ones have exerted any proper fpirit, with

regard to the prefent meafures of the French, nor a proper

concern for their own fecurity. For my own part, I cannot

help thinking that unlefs there be a united and vigorous op-

pofition of the Englifh colonies to them, the French are

laying a folid foundation for being, fome time or other, lole

mafters of this continent ; nonvvithftanding our prefent

fuperiority to them, in point of numbers. But this union

is hardly to be expeded to be brought about by any confed-

eracy, or voluntary agreement, among ourfelvcs. The jeal-

oufies the colonies have of each other, with regard to their

real
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real or imaginary different interefts. Sec. v/ill eiTedlually

.hinder any thing of this kind from taking place. But were

every thing elfe to be got over, we fhould never agree about

the form of the union, or who lliould have the execution of

the articles of it. So that however neceffary a ftep this may
be, for the mutual fafety and prefervation of thefe colonies ;

it is pretty certain, it will never be taken, unlefs we are forced

to it, by the fupreme authority of the nation. And how lit-

tle attentive thofe that have the management of this authority

are, and have been, to the affairs of the plantations, we know
but too well.

Inclofed I fend you the heads of what is intended to ferve,

for feveral fmall pieces, to be publifn^d at home ; if it fliould

become neceffary to raife the fpirits of the people, in order

to awaken the attention of the miniftry. I fhould be ex-

tremely obliged to you for any hints upon any part of it,

efpecially the laft ; particularly the nature of the union, that

ought to be eflablilhed amongll: his majefty's colonies, on
this continent j under what direftion the whole Englilh

force of this continent might be beft placed, to anfwer the

defign of the union, and by what method any tolerable com-
putation may be made of the numbers of the people, in

the refpecStive colonies. You will find by the governour's

fpeeches, and the addrefs of both houks, what is the prefent

temper of our court ; but as the new eledions are coming
on, we cannot well tell what may be the temper of the next.

I am your moft obedient, humble fervant,

William Clarke,

R S. Our court have appointed commiffioners to meet
with the commillioners from the other governments, at the

propofed interview with the Indians of the Six Nations.

[ms was the congrefs at Albany ^ in Jidyy 1754-] The French
forts are of no conlequence, but as it gives them the advan-

tage of gaining the Indians. Indeed their building forts at

fuch diftances from the places from whence they muff draw
their fupplies, and that with fo miuch difficulty, muff, I

fhould think, rather weaken them, than make them more
formidable ; was it not hereby they will be able, in a man-
ner, to engrofs the whole trade of the Indians, and fo effedlu-

ally to attach them to their intereff, as to have it in their

power to employ them to harafs all the Englifh out-fettle-

men ts
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ments throughout their whole extent, even in time of peace j

and when once it is in their power, we know that they won't

fail of doing it. ., -;

Benjamin Franklin, Efq. Philadelphia. -':

[The following letter, written prior to the foregoing, ftiould h^ye been placed K?.f9'? >*

in this coUeation.j

An original Letter from Dr. William Clarke, of

Boston, to an American Gentleman, then in London.

Dear Sir, Bojlon, November 29, 1748.

YOUR favour of the 25th of September, by Captain

Fadre, came fafe to my hands, and I am glad to find

by it, what indeed I never doubted, that you are like to be

well pleafed, during your ilay in England. It is not long

fince I have been able to procure the fubfcription paper for

the library from Mr. Gray, and by its having lain ftill for fo

long a time, the fpirit of fubfcribing is very much flagged ;

but however I fhall immediately exert myfelf to the utmoft

to complete it, and procure from ffiends all the afliftance

poflible. Your family is well, as are all other friends. The
club defire their compliments to you.

Many people here have been much furprifed at feeing

your name to a petition, dated September 21, laft, prefented

to the lords commiHioners of the treafury. For my own
part, I acknowledge that I cannot account for it, without

your help ; and as it at picfent fecms to me to refledl upon
your character, you will not wonder that I am uneafy till I

can have it fet in fome other light, more confiftent with your

honour, than it at prefent appears to me in. You will there-

fore not only forgive me, but look upon it as an a<^t of the

ftridleft friendfliip, when I candidly, and without any dif-

guife, tell you my objedions to your condu(5l in this affair.

F'irH: of all, then, I imagine that no number of perfons what-
foever had any right to interpofe, to hinder fpeedy payment
ot the money voted by parliament to be paid to the refpedl-

ive colonies ; becaufe the flopping payment of the feveral

fumg, and the regulation of the currencies, are two diflindt

things ; the latter, many perfons have a right to demand ;

the other no body but the refpedive governments, to whom
the feveral fums arc voted to be paid. Belides, it at prefent

appears
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appears to me to be a very bad piece of policy, in any perfons

concerned for the intejcft of New-England, and efpccially

upon the reafons given in the petition, as it is giving the

miniftry a pretence for delaying payment, for as long time

as they pleafe ; and as it is well known that they are always

prelTed and ftraitened for money. It is to me more than

probable that they will make life of this pretence for detain-

ing fuch a fum as long as poilible ; and for that very reafon

will lay every obftacle in the way, that may hinder the fettle-

ment of the currencies in the plantations, upon a proper

footing. Whereas, had the money been paid, the parliament

was near fitting, and if it was thought proper to have applied

for an adt of parliament, to fettle the currencies in thefe

provinces, and to deliroy paper money, it might then have
been given as a good reafon for the parliament's doing it

immediately ; and not poftponing it to a future time ; that

ifiow was the time when they were bed able to do it, as thert

had been fuch large fums paid them, and the affi (lance and
intereft of the miniftry might have been undoubtedly obtain-

ed towards procuring an adt for this purpofe, the very next

ftdions ; but 1 am much miftaken, if, as things fland at prc-

fent, inftead of this, they will not effe6lually prevent the

parliament's intermeddling in the affair for fome time at leafl.

All this relates to the petition in general only, the petition»-

ing the lords of the treafury to flop payment ; but there ii

one paragraph in the petition, which, I think at prefenti

concerns your character, as you have figned it, more nearlyi

viz. " That it will be very difhcult for their affemblies to

agree upon an equitable rule for this purpofe ; as many per-

fons in the adminiflration of the government there, are be-

come pofTeffors of the bills at a depreciated value, and exped;

to receive near double the fums they have expended in the

coUediion of them ; by which means, thofe who have a larg^

(hare of authority will not only oppofe their interefl to that

of the colonies in general, but will probably have the charge
and cuflody of fuch fums as may be paid to their agents,

and confequently a power of detaining them until the other

branches of the affemblies are compelled into their mea-
fures." It is generally imagined here, that governour ShirlejT

is the chief, if not the only perfon defigned, in this paragraph,

and that it was defigned that it fhould be fo underflood by
the perfons to whom the petition was prefented ; and for my

part
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part I cannot poflibly underftand it any otherwife ; nor can

I iind any other perfon whatfoever, belides the governour of

New-Hampfhire, that the .latter part of this paragraph can

poflibly be adapted to. And if this be really the cafe, if

governour Shirley is hereby deligned to be reprefented (and

that as matter of complaint) as colle<51:ing the province bills

at their depreciated value, with a defign to make a profit of

them ; furely whoever figned fuch a charge ought to have

forrvething more than bare furmife to fupport it, which I very

well know is impoliible ; the cafe not being in facS, with re-

lation to him, as is there reprefented ; and there can be no
proof of that which is not true. But as you were well known
to be acquamted with the governour, and it always was fup-

pofed that there was a friendfhip between you, and of confe- ',

quence a confidence, it will always be fuppofed, that you did

not fet your hand to this upon furmife only ; but that you had
had opportunities to know how the fadl was, and that you

did really knov; that it was as is in that paragraph reprefent-

ed. But, Dear Jerry, was this really the cafe ? or rather had

you not all the reafon in the world to believe that the gover-

nour was not collefling the province bills at aJl ? nay, did

did you not know, that he was the promoter of the bill,

which has had the approbation of both houfes, for calling in

all the bills, and paying them in filver, at the rate of one
ihilling fterlingfor ten {hillings old tenor, which would ef-

fediually hinder him, as well as all others, from taking fuch an
advantage, contrary to the common intereft ? But either I

am miflaken in all this, or elfe you muft have haftily figned

this petition, without having fully confidered the force and
confequence of it ; for I cannot, I will not believe, that after

twenty odd years experience of your honour and integrity,

you could adl contrary to the character you have always
fuftained. I fhall impatiently wait to hear from you, for I

long to have this trouble removed, for I alTure you it is one of
the grcatefl I ever had. I heartily wifh you health and hap-
pinefs, and am, &:c.

[yfJ there appears no Juperfcription on the MS. it is tmcer-

tai}2 to ivhom this letter was addrejfed.']
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Dr. Belknap's Letter to Dr. Kippis, Author of
BlOGRAPHIA BrITTANICA.

Rev. Sir, BoJioUy April ^^ i79S*

HAVING read, with gfeat pleafurc, fome of your

writings, and having heard, that you bear the charac-

ter of great candour and goodnefs, as well as of indefcttigable

induftry in fearching after truth, it gave me very fenlible

mortification, to find in your life of Captain Cook, an un-
merited reproach caft on the Congrefs of the Anierican fiates.

After reciting an order, iflued by the late Dr. Franklin,

acting as ambalTador from America, in France, in the year

1779, when Captain Cook was expedled to return, from his

laft voyage of difcovery, to Europe, in which order the

Do6lor recommended to American cruifers, in cafe they

Ihould meet Captain Cook at fea, to treat him not as an
enemy, but as a friend ; and alTuring them, " that in fo

doing they would not only gratify the generofity of their

own difpofitidns, but obtain the approbation of Congrefs^'* you
remark as follows, viz.

" In the confidence which the Dodlor exprefled, with

refpedl to the approbation of Congrefs, he happened to be

miftaken ; as the members of that alTembly, at leafl: the

greater part of them, were not poffefled of minds equally

enlightened, with that of their ambalTador. He was not

fupportcd by his matters, in this noble act of humanity, of

love to fcience and of liberal policy. The orders he had
given were inllantly reverfed j and it was directed by Con-
grefs, that efpecial care fhould be taken, to feize Capt. Cook,
if tin opportunity of doing it occurred. AH this proceeded

from a falfe notion, that it would be injurious to the United

States, for the Englilli to obtain a knowledge of the oppo-
fite coafi: of America."

The unqualified alTurance, with which you have introdu-

ced this aflumed fact to publick view, is the more cxtraor-*

dinary, as you might have been induced to fufpedl it, by in-

quiring of American gentlemen whom you have fecn in

England. Dr. Adams, the Vice-Prefident of the United

States, whil ft he refided in London, could have undeceived

you ; and I am alTured that you had frequent opportunities

ofconverfing with him. By the favour of this gentleman,

K during
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during the laft fefTion of Congrefs, and by information re-

ceived from gentlemen, who were delegates to Congrefs in

the years 1779 ^^^ J7^o> I h^'^^ ^^ ^" ^7 power to pro-

duce the moft fatisfadory evidence, that the American Con-
grefs did not difapprove " the noble humanity, love to fci-

ence and liberal policy of their ambafTador ;" that they did

not " reverfe the orders which he had given" ; and that

they did not ifTue any ** directions to feize Capt. Cook, if an
" opportunity of doing it occurred ;" and therefore that

there is no ground for your reproachful charge againft them,

and the people whom they reprefented, as if they " were not
** pofTeffed of minds equally enlightened with that of their

" ambafTador ;" or that they entertained ** a falfe notion,
** that it would be injurious to the United States, for the
" Englifh to obtain a knowledge of the oppolite coaft of
" America."
The following papers, containing the detail of my evi-

dence, are refpedfully fubmitted to the publick j and I truft

will produce convidlion in your own, and in every candid

mind, that you have been mifinformed, with refpecH: to what
you have publifhed as a facfl. The originals are depofited

in the archives of the MalTachufetts Hiftorical Society.

I am, lir, with much refped, your mod obedient fervant,

Jeremy Belknap,
Corfftfponding Secretary of faid Society

Rev. Andrew Kippis, d. d.

[From the Vice-Prefident.]

yv q Phliadelphiai January 16, 1795,

YOUR letter of the 2d was brought to me this morn-
ing, and I thank you, for your attention to the reputa-

tion of our country.

I have Ihewn your letter to Mr. Henry, Mr. Ellsworth,
and other members of Congrefs in 1779 and 1780, and there

is not one, who remembers any thing like the account, which
Dr. Kippis has given.

I will take other meafures for afcertaining fads, and tranf-

mit the refult to you, as foon as I can. Dr. Franklin's re-

commendation to American fhips of war, to refped Captain
Cook, as far as I remember any thing of it, was univerfally

approved and applauded by all Americans, without exception.

I
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I have often been a delightful hearer of Dr. Kippis in the
pulpit, and have often met him in company at my own
houfe and at the tables of other perfons, and never without
an high opinion of his candour, as well as his information.

He has written nothing, I believe, but what he honeftly

thought to be true ; but he has been miiinformed. I will

do all, in my power, to enable you to undeceive him, and
difabufe the publick. I am, &cc.

John Adams.

[From the Vice-Prefident.]

Dear Sir
Philadelphia, January i^y^l^S'

I
HAVE delivered your letter to the fecrctary of Hate,

and he has caufed the records to be fearched ; and the

refult is the report cnclofed. I fliall fend you more on this

fubje^fl ; in the mean time you will preferve this.

With great regard. Sec. John Adams.

Department of State, January 22, 1795.

I hereby certify, that I have carefully examined the records

in the office of the department of ftate, and find no mention,

made therein, of or concerning the directions ifllied in

March, 1779, ^y ^^* Franklin, then in France, to all com-
manders of armed fhips in the American fervice, &:c. as

ftated in Dr. Kippis's life of Capt. Cook.

George Taylor, jun. chief clerk.

[From the Vice-Prefident to Mr. Madifon.]

j)g^j^ Sir
Philadelphia, January 23, 1795.

WILL you be fo good as to read the enclofed letter

from Dr. Belknap, and tell me, from your own
recollecftion, of what paffed in Congrefs in 1779, 1780, and

178 1, whether there is any colour for the imputation caft on
our country by Dr. Kippis. I often heard him, in the pul-

pit, and frequently met him, in fociety, in London, and ever

conceived and entertained a good opinion of his candour,

and a great idea of his information. I doubt not, he wrote

what he believed ; but, certainly, he has been mifinformed.

I doubt not, he will readily corred his error, as foon as

he
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he fliall be convinced of it ; and if you will be fo obliging as

to recoUedt what paiTed within your own knowledge, relative

to Dr. Franklin's recommendation, and write it to me, I

will convey it to Dr. Belknap, and take fomc other meafures

to fhew that Dr. Franklin's liberality of fentiment was never

cenfured, but on the contrary was admired by his fellow

citizens. I have the honour to be, &c.
John Adams.

[From Mr. Madifon to the Vice-Prefident.]

-j-v o Philadelphi'ay Fel^ruary ^ji'j^^o

I
HAVE been induced to this delay in acknowledging

your letter of 23d ult. enclofing one to you from Mr.
Belknap, by a delire to obtain from my memory, all the in-

formation it might ever have polTeffed in relation to the

error in Dr. Kippis's life of Gapt. Cook.
I was not a member of Congrefs till March, 1 7 80. It is

probable, therefore, that if the diredions to American com-
manders, in favour of Captain Cook, iflued, as is dated, in

March, 1779, they mult have been tranfmitted to that body,
and undergone its confideration, before 1 could have been
prefent. After 1 became a member, nothing was ever done
on the fubjedl, as far as my memory can inform me. I do
not even recoiled, that the fubjed ever fell incidentally un-
der any public difcuflion. I have, however, a pretty ftrong

impreflion, that it occafionally entered into the convcrfation

of the members, as it often did into that of intelligent citizens

out of doors ; and that I never heard a fentiment uttered,

which did not applaud the magnanimity of the idea, which
(;on{idered Captain Cook's expedition as confecrated to the

general good of mankind, and confequently not included in

the hoftilities between p^trticular nations.

With the higheft refped: and efteem, I have the honour
tO'be, <&:c. James Madison, jun.

y CO'

; P. $. I have fhewn the above to Mr. Muhlenburg, the

fpeaker, and to Mr. Boudinot, a member of the Houfe of

Reprefentatives. The former was a member of Congrefs
during the years 1779, 1780, and 1781. The latter from
July, 1780, to the Peace in 1783. Both of them concur in

\yhat I have dated, and recoiled nothing more particular on.

the fubjcd. Frorn
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[From Governour Adams.]

4^
Bojlony March 30, 1795.

I
RECEIVED your note, dating what Dr. Kippis had
alTcrted, refpecling a recommendation of Dr. Franklin,

minifter from America in France, in the year 1779, ^^ ^^^

American cruifers, to treat Capt. Cook, on his expeded
return from a voyage of difcoveries, as a friend, and not an
enemy ; alluring them, that in fo doing, they would obtain

the approbation of Congrefs. But that the Dodlor was
miftaken, for that aflembly, at leaft the greater part of tht.m,

inflantly reverfed the order of Dr. Franklin, and directed,

that a fpecial order fhould be taken, to feize Cape. Cook, if

an opportunity for doing it occurred.

You requeft me to give you a certificate refpeifling the

matter, and to exprefs the years when I was in Conp/efs.

—

I was a member from the firft fitting of Congrefs, in the year

1774, until the Spring of the year 1781. It was my con-
flant pradice, once in twelve or fifteen months, to make a
ihort vifit to my conftituents. In the year 1779, ^ "^^^^

detained in Bofton a much longer time than ufual, by a fit of
licknefs ; in which time, I conftantly received from Mr.
Loveli, and my other colleagues, information of the mofl
material tranfadlions of Congrefs. I do now declare to you,

that I do not recoiled, either while I was prefent in Congrefs,

or from any of my colleagues, while I was abfent, that the

orders he (Dr. Franklin) had given to the American cruifers

were inftantly or- ever reverfed, or that it was direded by
Congrefs, that a fpecial order fliould be taken to feize Capt.

Cook, if an opportunity for fo doing it occurred.

It appears to mc that Dr. Kippis muffc have been mifin-

formed. I am, with refped, your friend and humble fervant,

Samuel Adams.
Rev. Dr. Belknap.

[From James Loveli, Efq.]

c
'

Bofton^ March 28, 1795.
' * *

HAVING been confliantly upon duty, as a member of

Congrefs, from the beginning of the year 1777 to the

beginning of 1782, and, for the moft part of that time, one
of the committee of foreign affairs, and in fome of the years

upon
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upon a committee for publifhing the Journals ; and having

alfo been individually in the habit of correfponding with Dr.

Franklin during the whole period, I feel no hefitation in de-

claring the reprefentation made by Dr. Kippis, in your ex-

trafl before me, to htfalfe, and though, perhaps, not malicious

y

yet moft difreputably inadvertent in him, as the author of

Biographia Brittanica. Dr. Franklin was fo furc of tha

liberality of the government under which he was employed,

that I doubt whether he thought it necefTary even to fend a

copy of his orders, refpecling Captain Cook, for the infpec-

tion of Congrefs. I am, fir, with much efteem, your humble
fervant, James Lovell.

Rev. Dr. Belknap.

[From Elbridge Gerry, Efq.]

Sir, Cambridge^"^d Aprily\'^()i^.

IN compliance with the requeft of the prefident of the

Maffachufetts Hiftorical Society, permit me to addrefs

you on the fubjeft of an extrad: which he has tranfmitted to

me from the Biographia Brittanica of Dr. Kippis, who
therein afTerts, that ** Dr. Franklin, acting as minifter plen-

ipotentiary from the United States, in the year 1779, recom-»

mended to American cruifers, if they fhould meet Captain

Cook, on a return from a voyage of difcoveries, to treat him
as a friend, and not as an enemy : that the Dodlor was
not fupported by his maflers in this noble acft of humanity,

of love to fcience, and of liberal policy : but that the orders

he had given were inftantly revoked ; and it was diredled

by Congrefs, that a fpecial order fhould be taken to feize

Captain Cook, if an opportunity for doing it occurred.

If fuch a meafure had been adopted by Congrefs, it proba-
bly would have occurred to me, as I was a member of that

body, and conftantly attended it, from September, 1776, to

March, 1780 ; but I have no recolledion of fuch an adl, or
of any meafure limilar to it ; admitting, however, it may
have efcaped my memory, it would certainly have appeared
either on the publick or private journals of Congrefs, and I

have the whole of the former, and a copy of the latter, to the

period lafl: mentioned, but cannot find, in either of them,
any fuch order as is mentioned by Dr. Kippis, or any entry

which wears the femblance of it.

That Congrefs therefore have neither palled or fandioned
fuch
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fuch an order, I conceive is demonftrable ; and if this un-
merited afperfion is produdlive of difgrace, on whom does

it devolve, unlefs on the author ? if then, to juftify his con-
dudt in this inftance, the Dodlor Ihould endeavour to fhew
that he has been grofsly impofed on in point of fadl, the

publick will determine whether this is a fufficient apology

for his hafty and unjufi: reproach of the government of a na-

tion ; or whether, as a profefTed friend to liberality and can-

dor, he ought not to have prefumed that Congrefs were in-

capable of fuch an illiberal ad, until he pofleffed incontefti-

ble evidence to the contrary.

I have the honour to be, fir, your friend and very humble
fervant, E. Gerry.
To the Rev. Dodtor Belknap,
Correfponding Secretary of the

Maflachufetts Hiftorlcal Society.

Copy of a Letter from Dr. William Clarke, of Bos-
ton, TO Benjamin Franklin, Esc^^ of Philadelphia.

Dear Sir, Bojion^ February 3, 1755.

WHEN you was in Bofton I thought you a wife man ;

that you had fome knowledge of human nature and
politicks, as well as 01 natural philofophy ; but if you have
no greater pretenfions to the latter, than you have to the

former, I am afraid left you be obliged to give up all claim

to either ; for it has been proved by fome of our own wife

men and boys, (for they are fufficient for that) even to a

demonflration, before a large body of people aflembled in

town-meeting, that you and the red of the commidioners at

Albany have fhewn yourfelves, by the projedted plan for an

uniony to be arrant blockheads ; and, at the fame time, to

have fet up a fcheme for the deftroying the liberties and
privileges of every Britifh fubjed upon the continent ; but

this, fo thinly difguifed and covered, that the meaneft crea-

ture in the world could fee through it in an inftant. For
my part, I was fo confounded that I had entertained fo good
an opinion of you and fome other gentlemen, and that it

was generally known, that I would fain have got out of the

affembly, for fear I fhould be pointed at, but the throng was

fo great that I could not break through. '

But, all joking apart, I was much furprized at the man-
agement ; as for the talk of the generality that fpoke upon

the
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the fubjed, it was no other than what was to be expedled

from the men ; but one gentleman, upon whom there was

great dependence, when he ftood up, fpoke fo little to the

purpofe, that I was almoft provoked to break through the

refolurion that I had maintained, through the whole, of not

entering into any argument upon fuch a fubjedl, before fuch

an auditory : However, after much debate, being willing to

prevent, if poflible, the town's taking fo ridiculous a ftep as

I find they were like to, I endeavoured to perfuade them that

it was highly improper that a thing of this nature fhould be

brought before a town-meeting. If thefe things were to

come there, there was no occaiion for any General Court,

and that in fad it was difTolving all government, and re-

ducing every thing to a ftate of nature. That that affembly

were not, nor could not be, proper judges of the propriety or

impropriety of what was then laid before them ; but fuppof-

ing they could get over this, that at leaft it was a matter of

fuch great importance, complex nature, and vaft extent, that

at leaft it required fome time, for perfons that were judges,

to weigh every part in their own mind, before they came to

any judgment about it ; and that they ought not to come to

a hafty determination, within a few hours after firft hearing it

read ; and therefore moved that nothing might be determin--

ed by the town, but that it might be left to the judgment and
direction of their reprefentatives j or at leaft, that it might
be put off for fome longer time ; but it was fo very plain a

cafe that a vote was carried, by a very great majority, as you
have heard.

As to the pamphlet, it is pretty much in the fame fituation

yet, as it was when you left us. But I hope by the next poft

to be able to fend you one.

Mr. Hunter has had a fad time of it, but has borne it with '

great patience, and when beginning to get better, with great

cheerfulnefs. He is now fitting up, reading Ld. Bacon, but .

is plaguy uneafy,he cannot come at Ld.Bolingbroke's p6fthu- 1
mous pieces. You will hear from him undoubtedly this poft.

I hope I may, when this comes to your hands, congratulate you upon
your lafe arrival to your family, and finding all well there. The govern-

our does not know of my writing, or I am fure he would lay his com-
mands upon me to fend you His compliments. He Is juft as he was when
you was here, unlefs, if pollible, fuller of bufincfs. May we meet to-

gether in lefs than fifty years.

I am, dear fir, with the greateft efteem, your moft afFeftionate, hiiraWc

fervant, William Clarke.
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A Topographical Description of Exeter in New-
Hampshire. By Dr, Samuel Tenney, Correspond-
ing Member of the Historical Society.

TH E town of Exeter is firuated at the head of the tide,

on a branch of Pifcataqua river, by the natives called

Squamfcot, or Swamfcot, about fourteen miles, as the road

runs, fouthweftei-ly from Portfmouth, the capital of the

ftate ; and at nearly the fame diftance northwefterly from

Newbury-Port, in Maffachufetts. The firfl: fettlement was

made in the year 163S, by a number of emigrants from
Braintree, then a part of Bodon, under Mr. John Wheel-
wright, who had previoufly purchafed of the aboriginals an

extenfive tracfl of land, now conftituting a large part of the

counties of Rockingham and Strafford. *' Judging them-

felves without the jurifdicflion of Maffachufetts, they com-
bined into a feparate body politic, and chofe rulers; and
alTiftants, who were fworn to a due difcharge of their office,

and the people were as folemnly fworn to obey them. The
laws were made in a popular affembly, and formally confent-

ed to by the rulers. This combination fubfifted three years."

" In the year 1642, finding themfelves comprehended within

the claim of Maffachufetts, and being weary of their ineffi-

cacious mode of government, they petitioned the court, and

were readily admitted under their jurifdidion. William

Wenborne, Robert Smith, and Thomas Wardhall, were ap-

pointed their magiflrates, and they were annexed to the

county of Effex." t

Exeter having been long a frontier town, the inhabitants

were frequently harraffed by the favages, in the fucceflive

wars, in which the country was engaged with them : but

they fuffered far lefs than thofe of moft other places equally

expofed ; and the fettlement was never broken up. Their

progrefs in population, however, appears to have been rather

flow ; for in the year 16 So, when New-Hampfhire became
independent of Maffachufetts, the qualified voters in the

town were only twenty. Exeter was originally fo extenfive

that three towns have, at different times, been detached from

it ; viz. Newmarket in the year 1727, Epping in 1741,
and Brentwoood in 1742. Their united population now
amounts to about twice that of the parent town.

L The
t Dr. Belknap's Hiftory of New-Hampfhire. Vol. i. p. 37 £; S''*
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The firfl: church was formed immediately after the fet-

tlement of the town, in the year 1638, under the Rev. Mr.

John Wheelwright. "Itconlifted of eight perfons, who, with

their minifter, had been difmiffed from a church in Bofton.'*

In the year 1643, Mr. Wheelwright removed to Wells, in

the Province of Maine. The fucceffion of minillers fmce

is as follows.

Rev. Samuel Dudley, fettkd in 1650, deceafed in 1683. 77,

John Clarke,
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ly the fame before the revolution. The ccmpacH: part of the

town is more populous than at that period, but the fliirts are

thinned in proportion. In juftice, however, to the fecundi-

ty of the inhabitants of Exeter, it ought to be oblerved, that

enriigrants from it have, at all periods, been pretty nunncrous.

They, or their defcendents, may be found fcattered over moft

parts of the flate, befides many in Vermont and the diftridt

of Maine. Add to this, that Gilmantown, now the fecond

in population in New-Hamp£hire, was fettled by emigrants

from Exeter.

The SOIL, in different parts of the town, is various. On
the eaftern fide of the river it is generally of a good quality.

The centre of the town confifts of an extenlive fandy plain,

interfered by fevcral ravines, into which it is drained by

numerous fprings, forming, in the courfe of half a mile, a

confiderable brook. This plain, when properly manured,

produces excellent crops of indian corn ; and is remarkable

for not requiring to be fallowed- Some parts of it have been

annually planted everfince the fettlement of the town. One
gentleman, lately deceafed, dropped tlie feed for more than

lixty fuccellive crops on the fame field, which will ftill, in a

good year, yield thirty bufliels to an acre. The fkirts of the

town, on the weftcrn fide of the river, are a mixture of very

good^ indifferent, and very poor land. On the river, near

the centre of the town, is a confiderable body of low inter-

val. It has hitherto, either through negligence or milla-

ken ideas of its quality, been fo little attended to, that it has

produced only an inferior kind of Englifli hay : But fome

experiments, lately made, demonftrate, that, by proper treat-

ment, it might be converted into as valuable a trad of"land

as any in the county. Upon the whole, although the foil

of Exeter is not fo generally good as that of fcveral neigh-

bouring towns, yet there is a good proportion of land capa-

ble of producing plentiful crops of moft kinds of vegetables,

ufually cultivated in this part of the country. The general

growth of timber is oak, pine, beech, and hickory, with

feveral fpecies of maple, birch, elm, &c.
The principal streams by which the town is watered, are

Squamfcot, commonly called, by the inhabitants. Great

River, to diflinguifh it from another much lefs, (and, by

people in the neighbouring towns, Exeter River) and Little

River. The principal branch of the former arifes in Chef-

ter._
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ter, and after running through Sandown, Poplin, Brent-

wood, and a conliderable part of Exeter, affording many val-

uable mill-feats, tumbles over a fall of 20 or 30 rods in

length, and meets the tide in the centre of the town. It

then fpreads into a fpacious bafon, which, at high water, is

a very great ornament to the place. Little River arifes in

Brentwood, and makes a jundion with Great River about

a third of a mile above the town. Over the falls are thrown-

two dams, affording feats for four double-geered corn-

mills, four faw-mills, two oil-mills,- and one fulling-mill.

There are four corn-mills, two faw-mills, a fulling-mill, a

paper-mill, a flitting-mill, and a furnace, on feveral other

falls. Of all thefc, the corn-mills and fulling-mills alone

can commonly work in the fummer.
The town is plentifully furnifhed with stones. They are

of the hard grey kind ; and may, with fufficient labour, be
wrought into handfome underpinning for houfes. Many
parts of the town abound in clay, fuitable for bricks and
earthen ware. The former might be made for exportation

in any quantity ; efpecially as there is a plenty of pine wood
for burning them, w ithin a fmall diftance of the clay banks ;

which in fome places extend to the borders of the river, fo

that the bricks might be thrown from the kiln into a boat.

Of the latter, a fufficient quantity is made to fupply a pretty

extenlive diftridt of country. On a fmall flream, in the

weftern part of the town, is a body of marie, fo highly val-

ued in Europe as a manure ; but how extenlive, I have not
been able to learn.

The firft fettlers of Exeter, like thofe of all the other towns
on the lower falls of the various branches of Pifcataqua river,

devoted their principal attention to lumbering. Of all

honeft employments this is well known to be one of the

worfl. It ferves to keep thofe engaged in it in a perpetual

Hate of poverty ; while, at the fame time, it commonly ruins

their morals, and induces a premature old age. Though one
of the moft laborious purfuits, it feems to be of a peculiarly

fafcinating nature ; for every other kind of bufinefs is made to

yield to it ; and agriculture itfelf is purfued only as an auxili-

ary. The only gainers by this favourite employment are the

traders, who purchafe, and the merchants, who export the

lumber. Of thefe many have made handfome ellates. For-
tunately for Exeter their lumber has been, for many years,

exhaufted.
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cxhaufled. Nor is there much left in Newmarket, Epping
and Brentwood, the towns detached from it. The alteration

produced in the face of this trad: of country, within the lart

twenty or thirty years, in confequence of the failure of this

bufinefs, is very great ; and fully equalled by the improve-

ment obfervable in the morals, manners and fortunes of the

inhabitants. Before the late war, the taverns in Exeter

(of which it always had a fufficient number) were CNtvY night

thronged with people from this and the neighbouring towns,

who feldom all retired fober. Our publick houfes are now
orderly, quiet habitations, only for the purpofe of accommo-
dating travellers, and people, whom bulinefs at the courts of

law, or at the publick offices, bring into town. There is no
place which does not contain fome idle, dilToIute, and in-

temperate people ; but the general mafs of the inhabitants

of the di{lri(5t of which I am fpeaking, having long fince

relinquifhed lumbering, with its attendant vices, are now
employed in agriculture and the mechanick arts. In confe-

quence of this, they are improving their eflates by their in-

duftry, economy, and good-hulbandry ; and fecuring their

reputation and happinefs by the regularity of their lives.

I would not be underftood to mean that our farmers are

remarkable for 7ieat hufbandry ; rhe reverfe of which is too

true ; but that agriculture is in a flourifhing ftate, compared
with its lituation at any period before the revolution. Our
cultivated lands, though naturally equal in goodnefs, will

not bear a comparifon with thofe of the counties of Effex,

Middlefcx, and Norfolk, in MalTachufetts. This obferva-

tion is applicable to the whole of the original fettlements in

New-Hamplhire. In fome towns, however, in this trad,

there are vifible marks of the progrefs of good hufbandry ;

owing, perhaps, to the fortunate circumftance of their hav-

ing in them feveral gentlemen-farmers, who read, obfervc,

and reafon. The influence of fuch men is very obfervable

in their vicinity ; and the want of a fufficient number of

them, fcattered through our towns, is an evil ferioufly to be

lamented. The fcarcity of this clafs of cultivators, in New-
England, has probably arifen from two circumftances—the

fmall number of gentlem.en of independent fortunes am.ong
us, and the little efteem in which agriculture has been holden,

by fuch as have n«t been obliged to purfue it. Till very

iately it has been confidered as a mean and contemptible

buiincfs.
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bufinefs, below the dignity of a gentleman to be engaged in,

and fit only to be piirfued by the nioft ignorant and clownifh

of the human race. Fortunately, thefe ideas, which muft

have originated in the ftupid noddles of half-polifhed people,

are going out of repute ; and men of the firft charader for

talents and accomplifhments now think it no indignity

to cultivate the foil. When agriculture fhall be generally

conlidered in its proper light, as being not only the moft

neceffary, but one of the moft reputable and elegant of all

Employments ; when it lliali be fafhionable for gentlemen

of the higheft ranks (for ranks there ever will be in fociety)

to value themfelves on being (as they may with propriety be

conlidered) a kind of humble qfjijlants to the Deity, in the 'work

ofcreation; and when, to enjoy the godlike pleafure, they fhall,

after having obtained their compete^ncy, devote part of their

rime to the direction of the various operations of hufbandry ;

then fhall we, probably, fee a fpirit of enterprize and emu-
lation infufed into our farmers, which will be productive of

the higheft advantages to agriculture, and to the various

employments with which it is connected. From the pre-

fent fiouriftiing ftate of our country, and the prevalence of

juft fentiments of the importance of this branch of bufinefs,

we may contemplate this per'od as at no great diftance ;

and every liberal and truly publick-fpirited mind muft an-

ticipate it with pleafant emotions.

From the situation of the body of the town, which is"

flat, and confiderably lower than the furrounding lands,

ftrangers would naturally fufpe6l it to be unhealthy. But it

is, in fad, remarkably otherwife ; itw places in the country

affording fo little bufinefs for phyficians. Fevers of all

kinds are far lefs frequent than in the neighbouring towns.

The common contagious epidemicks, as far as I can judge

from my own obfervation, are mild and benign. The con-

fumption feems to be the moft prevalent diforder, occafion-

ing about one third of the deaths in our annual bills ofmor-
tality. Whether this is an unufual proportion for New-
England, or not, I am unable to determine. Notwithftand-

ing the general healthinefs of the place, I do not know that

it has been uncommonly productive of inftances either of

longevity or fecundity. A finglc example of each, however,

may be produced. Benjamin Hayley died, four or five years

fmce, aged about roo years. He lived on the banks of the

river.

•?^
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"iver, where it is many rods wide, and, till within three or
bur years of his death, was accuftomed, once in every fum-
ner, to dive from a wharf, and fwim acrofs and back again,

rhe laft time he attempted it, fome of the family, being ap-
jrehenfive that he had not ftrength fufficient for the enter-

)rize, accompanied him in a boat ; but he proved their

ears to be unfounded, by performing it as ufual. The fam-
ly of Gihnan has ever conftituted a conliderable proportion

)f the population of Exeter. They are from hence difper-

ed over various parts of the ftate, in a greater plenty, per-

laps, than any other name among us. . In addition to this,

here are about 600 of the name in Gilmantown, which has

)een fettled but thirty odd years. This numerous family

)roceeded from one pair, who were among the early fettlei^

)f Exeter. It is probable there may be many inllances of
is numerous a progeny proceeding from one flock in the

"ame period ; but I am not acquainted with any, in which
"uch numbers, and of the fame name, can be found together.

In regard to the weather, one obfervation prefents itfelf,

vhich is proSably of general application ; at leafl: within a

;ertain diflance from the fea coafts : viz. that the eafterlv or

)utwinds are much more common than formerly. In this

dcinity they prevail pioft of the months of April and May.
rhis may arife from the opening of the ground to the fun,

)y the fettlement of an extenfive country back of us, which
vas formerly an uncultivated defert. Among the mod ob-
dous effecfls of this change in the weather, are many cheer-

efs days to valetudinarians, and a frequent deftrudiion of

he fruit of our trees while in embryo. This circumiilance

mght to induce people, who are forming new plantations of
ruit trees, to choofe a fituation as little as poflible expofed to

hefe chilling blafls. Where a natural defence is unattain-

ible, perhaps its place might be fupplied by planting a thick

rrove of quick-growing foreft trees, to the eaftward of the

Dlace dcfigned for the orchard, feveral years before the trees

u*e removed from the nurfery. In many towns this is an

)bje(5l worthy of attention, independently of the protection

ivhich fuch groves ;\voiild afford to the fruit trees ; as wood
md timber have already become very fcarce. They would.

It the fame time, be an ornament to the farm. Et decus

?t tutamen.

In MANUFACTURES this town promifes to make a rerpe6t-

able
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able figure. Its local fituation is peculiarly favourable. It

is fufficiendy remote from any of thofe large market towns,

which, like a whirlpool, abforb whatever comes within their

vortex ; and is furrounded by a trad of country producing

the neceffaries of life in abundance. Hence living is cheap,

houfe-rent is commonly reafonable, and the people in

-general are in habits of indurtry and economy. In addition

to thefc circumftances, the town is fituated on navigablem

water, by which the importation of raw materials, and the

exportation of manufadlures, are facilitated: Before the rev-

olution, fliip-building was a very profitable branch of bufi-s

nefs, to the merchants at leaft. The veffels were fent, with,

cargoes of lumber, to the Weft-India Iflands, the produce

of which they took on freight to Great-Britain, and there,

fold. Notwithifanding the lofs of this market, there

are annually built, in the town, four or five veffels of diife^

rent burthens, the river being capable of floating down thofe

of 500 tons. Next to fhip-building, the trade that brings

moft money into the town, is the faddler's. It is afTerted, that a

greater quantity of faddlery is manufadured here than in any

tov/n on this iide Philadelphia. Part of it is fhipped, and

part goes into the country.

The only regular manufacflory is that of fail-cloth and
twine. This was eflablifhed about four or five years ago, by'^

Thomas Odiorne^ Efq. It is calculated for eight fpinners of

warp, and they commonly employ about the fame number
of weavers. The weft is fpun in private families. The le-

giflature allow certain immunities to the perfons and ftock

employed in this manufactory, as being the firft of the kind

eftabliihed in the ftate, and pay a bounty of feven fnil-

lings per bolt on the duck manufadlured. Notwithftanding

the embarrafments which this in common with all fuch ef-

tabliftiments as depend principally on foreign artills, ufual-
;

ly have to encounter, and the general prejudice in favour of

imported duck, the bufmefs is fuppofed to be tolerably

profitable. It is now in the hands of four young gentlemen^

who, having their fortunes to make, will probably carry it

on with fpirit. As they have now a competent knowledge

of the bufmefs, and a handfome ftock, their fuccefs is not

doubtful. ;

The quantity of linfeed oil, annually manufadured in the )

two mills before-mentioned, is very confiderable. At fome '

periods
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periods this has been a very lucrative, and is always a profit-

able branch of bulinefs. It might be carried on to a much
greater extent, were there not a frequent deficiency of water.

There was formerly, at the falls in this town, an alewife

FISHERY, which afforded an abundant fupply of that kind
of fifh, for the inhabitants of the town and vicinity. But
for want of fluices in the dams, by which they might afcend

the frefh river, and gain proper places for ipawning, they

have, for many years, almoft difappeared. There was alfo,

till within thirty years, a good bafs fj?jcryy through the whole
courfe of the river. But very great numbers having been
imprudently, or rather wantonly taken in one feafon, they al-

moft totally left it. For feveral years paft, they have been
returning to their old haunts, though in fmall numbers.
Could people be reftrained from taking them through the

ice, it is thought that the river might again be replenifhed

with them, and the fifhery reftored. The legiflature has paf-

fed an ad: for their prcfervation ; but, through the inatten-

tion of thofc, whofe duty it is to guard the laws from viola-

tion, it is feared that the generous intention will be fruftrat-

ed. Laws of this kind not duly enforced, ferve only to fa-

vour the vicious and irregular, at the expenfe of the confci-

entious part of the community.* Three or four miles be-

low the falls are taken a few oyfters of a fmall lize, but

good relifh.

The attention of the town of Exeter to the education of

the riling generation has, for many years, been exemplary.

The fum of money annually raifed for the fupport of fchools

is now about ^. I 80. Of this, about two thirds are expend-
ed by the feleclmen in the compad part. The fkirts are

divided into four diftrids, which draw their proportion of

the money, and lay it out in hiring Englilli mafters, at fuch

feafons as they judge moft convenient. For many years the

town fupported two latin fchools. Since the eftablifliment

of the Academy, to be mentioned hereafter, one of them has

been difcontinued, and its place fupplied by an englijh

fchool. During the fummer half of the two laft years, an

experiment has been made of combining thefe fchools, and
M placing

* " It is faid by fome, that filh which are fpawned in rivers, and defcend to the fea, return to

;fe rivers only, where they are fpawned. If this principle be true, the breed might be re-

wed by bringing fome of the bafs, which are caught in Merrimack river, ;,!ive, over the
,j ..„^l. _- n. ^_r^)-_ ___^ ._-rT-»-r-_^._ _j'n. __.^ ^l * l_._ :i—

*(

thofe

newed by bringing fome of the bafs, which are caught in Merrimack river, ;,!ive, over the
land, to the neareft part of the v/aters of Pifcataqua, a diftance not more than twelve miles.

This mull be done befL>re the fpawning feafon, and might very eafily be accomplifhed."

Dr. Belknap's Hifr, of N. Hampfhlre. Vol. iii. p. 17



^ A Topographical Dcfcrlplmi of Exeter.

placing them under the direcflion of the latin mafler, cache

inflrudlor performing a diftincl part of the duty, and in fep-

arate apartments. For want of a fuitable building, the)r

are, during the other part of the year, difconneded. The
miffcs attend only through the former period, and are not'

intermixed with the boys. The fuccefs of this experiment

has induced the town, at their laft annual meeting, to make
prOvifion for rendering the fyftem permanent. For the in-

ftru'^ion of fmall children (none being allowed to attend the

publick fchools, who are incapable of reading in clalTes) and
for teaching needle work, &c. there are fix or eight private

female fchools ; and for two years part, there has been one
for inlfrudlion in drawing, tambouring, embroidery, painting

on fatin, &c. The number of children annually inftruded

in thefe fchools is great> and their proficiency in general^

fuch as does honour to their inlfruClors.

This town has the happinefs of being the feat of the bell

endowed academy in the United States. It was founded
by the liberal donation of the Honl John Phillips, LL.D.
in the year 1781. Mr. William Woodbridge was publick-
ly indu(fted into the preceptorfhip in May, 1783 ; who re-

iigning the place in 1788, was fucceeded by Mr. Benjamin
Abbot, the prefent preceptor. His falary is ^.150 per an-
num ; and he has an afiiliant,, who ufually receives about i

half this fum. The number of fiudents is from 40 to 60.

They are intruded in the englifh, latin, and greek lan-

guages, writing, arithmetick, mufic, elocucion, compofitionj.

pradlical geometry, the firft principles of geography and
aftronomy ; and occafionally in fom.e other branches of
fcience. The inftitution is under the diredion of the fol-

lowing board of trufiees.

The Hon. John Phillips, LL.D.* '

'

John Pickering, LL.D.
Samuel Phillips, LL.D.
Paine Wingate, Efq.

Oliver Peabody, Efq.

The Rev. Benjamin Thurfion,

Benjamin Abbot, A. M.

The donation, conflitutihg the original fund for the fup-
port of the Academy, confilled in wild lands in feveral fet-

tled
* Mr. Philips died fince this account was written.
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tied rownlhips, in this ftate, valued at/;.2000. About half

thefe have been fold. To this were added, in the year 1 7 87,

^.4000 in fpecie notes on interefl: ; and in 1789, j(;.2000

more. Some other donations have been made fince, fo that

the fund at prefent is eftimared at about £.12,000. The

intereil of the £.2000, lad mentioned, is appopr'iated to

the charitable purpofe of paying the board ofpoor fcholars,

whofe talents and charaders entitle them to publick patron-

age, while they are preparing for college. A building has

lately been erecfted, in a healthy and agreeable fituation, for

the accommodation of the ftudents, and at the expenfe of the

fund. The fchool room is calculated for about ninety ; and

for neatnefs and convenience is thought to exceed all others

known in the country. The fecond flory forms a fpacious

room for exhibitions, and a fmall. one for a library. The

building is of wood, 76 feet in length and 36 in width, raifed

on two courfes of hewn fione, and has on the top an elegant

cupola. The whole is executed in a ftyle that does honour

to the inflitution, and to the tafte of the gentlemen who
planned it.

The other publick buildings area very handfome and

convenient court-houfe, of nearly the fame dim-cnfions as

the academy, ereded, at the expenfe of the county and town,

in the year 1792 ; and two m.eeting-houfes, which have

nothing to recommend them but an appearance of antiquity.

The" General Court ufually holds a feflion in this town

once in two or three years. The Diftricl and Circuit Courts

of the United States, as well as the Superior Court, and

court of Common Pleas for the county of Rockingham, lit

here and at Porfmouth alternately. And here, ever fince

the revolution, have been kept moft of the publick office^

of the ftate and county.

Exeter, though at prefent rather over-ftockcd, is a tolera-

bly good fland for trade ; and, from its fituation, many
have fuppofed it muft in time be a populous place. But

when we confider the natural difficulty of navigating a fmall,

crooked river, augmented by two bridges, and the vicinity

of two large commercial towns, where country produce,

being in greater demand for the confumption of their in-

habitants, will com.monly command a higher price, and find

a quicker fale than here, we can hardly look on this as a

probable event. We have hitherto employed five or fix

veflele
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vefTels in foreign trade, principally to the Weft-Indies. If

we can keep the number good, it will be as rtiuch as can

reafonably be expeded. If the town fnall ever become

much more populous than at prefent, it muft be by the in-

troduflion of manufaftories, conduded on a large fcale.

Whether this be a defirable event, thofe, who are acquainted

with the advlbtages and inconveniences experienced by large

manufaduring towns, can befb determine. It is undoubt-

edly of great importance to the publick, that all claiTes of

people be able to procure conflant employment ; and fuch

manufadtories as provide it for thofe already fixed, in any

place, are fo far advantageous. But whether it be good

policy for a town to increafe its population, by drawing

common labourers to it, is doubtful. This, at leaif, is cer-

tain, that the morals of the inhabitants of country villages,

which, in New-England, are tolerably pure, would run a

great hazard of being contaminated and depraved, by an in-

termixture of too many foreigners of the lower clafs of man

-

ufadurers, who, it is well known, are too generally idle,

intemperate, and diforderly.

Of New-Hampshire at large, it may be obferved, that

its numbers, its wealth, and its rcfpedabilityj are rapidly

increaiing ; that its refources for the fupport of government
are fuch as will, with prudent management, effedually pre-

clude the neceflity of heavy publick taxes ; that the, inveterate

party fpirit, which agitates and difgraces fome dates in the

Union, is here utterly unknown ; the odious diftindions of

whig and tory, federal and antifederal, being entirely out of

ufe : that the clafs of citizens, who modejily pretend to pollefs

more political wifdom, fagacity, arid patriotifm, than the

legiflative and executive branches of the federal government
combined, have made little progrefs in any attempts to fow
the feeds of difaffedion and fedition among their brethren :

that the ftate is progreffing, though with great caiilmt and
drcmnfpe&iov^ in liberal policy ; and that its fituation is, in

every refped, more profperous and fiourifhing than at any
former period. It may, with truth, be added, that this

fituation is very generally acknowledged to be one of the

many happy effects, which have refulted from the adoption
of the federal conftitution, and from the enlightened policy,

which has fo confpicuoufly direded its adminiftration.

Observations
Exetery April 10y 1795.



Dr. Ramfay's OhfervatiGnsoit the fouthern Indians. 99

Observations on the Indians in the southern Parts
OF the United States^ in a Letter from the Hon.
Dr. RamsaYj Corresponding Member of the His-
torical Society. March 10^ ^795-

WE here confider the Indians as a people who cannot
be civiHzed ; who do not increafe, but decreafe ; fo

that their extindion is contennplated by our moil refledling

citizens. I once regarded this opinion as unphilofophical,

and brought forward by interefted men, grafping a: their

lands ; but more recent experience has nearly brought me
over to a belief that they will ere long ceafe to be a people.

Our back-country fettlers generally fay, that to tame wolves
is as imprafticable as to civilize Indians. It is certain that

every attempt, hitherto made, has failed. The Prefident of
the United States is labouring hard to introduce agriculture

and civilization among them ; but his fuccefs is more to be
willicd than expcded.

. The effecTis of climate are not fo vifible on our fouthern

Indians as might be expedied. Their manners and habits

do not differ fo much from thofe of your Indians, as the

manners and habits of the whites. The rcafon, perhaps, in

part, may be, that as all our Indians inhabit far to the weir-

ward, the fenlible qualities of the air are not diifcrent from,

the fenfible qualities of that on your weflern mountains.
The back country of all thefe ilates is very much alike.

The influence of heat, and of a low fiat country, is not to be
obferved among our weftern fettlers. whether white or red.

I am therefore of opinion, that you may apply the obferva-

rions made near home, on your own Indians, to ours, and
generally to all that live at a diftance from the fea-coaif.

Mountain air and cold are nearly the fame in both cafes.

Refpecling the population of the Indians, I applied to

Mr. Purcell, who, in the year 1780, refided among rhcm,
and have got from him the intelligence which is here in-

clofed.

*' The population of the Mufkogcc Indian nation, com-
monly called the Creeks, including the Seminola tribe, was,

in the year. 1780, — — — — 17,280
of which were gun-men — — i;,86o

The Chaclaw nation> at that timie, confifted of 13,423
of which were gun-men — -^ 4>Hf

The
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The Chicafaw nation were — — 2,290
of which were gun-men — — — 575

The Cherokee nation were — — 8,550
of which were gun-men — — — 2,800

The Catabaw nation were — — 490
of which were gun-men — — — 1 50

The above red nations have increafed in a fmall degree fince

the general peace eftablilhed among them in the year 1777.
'' The great quantities of adulterated and poifonous fpi-

rituous liquors, and the venereal difiemper, introduced

among them by the whites, check, in a great degree, the in-

creafe of population.
** The whites incorporated among thefe Indians, are very

few in number. But there is a number oi va-gabond white

men, that make a temporary relidence among them, and go
from tribe to tribe, as their rcftlefs difpolition leads them.

" The beft author on Ind'fin affairs is Mr. Adair, whofe
hiliory of Indian affairs was publifhed in the year 1775."

[N. B. Mr. Adair's i^oo/e would b; an acceptable prefent

to the Hijiorical Society.'^

Observations and Conjectures on the Antiquities
OF America, by the Rev. Jacob Bailey, of An-
napolis-Royal, in Nova-Scotia.

-rj e ^ .
yimiapoUs-Royaly April 10, 1795.

HAVE juft perufed the firft volume of your American
Biography, with that approbation and pleafure, which

muft always attend refearches, condudted with judgment,

and communicated with impartiality and candor.

But fmce your fentiments, refpefting thofe intrenchments,

difcovered in various parts of the interior continent, feem
to coincide with mine ; I beg your indulgence to a few ob-
fervations.

I early imbibed an opinion, that America, in remoter

ages, had been more populous and enlightened, than at the

period when the European fettlements commenced.
With this perfualion, I had, for more than twenty years,

been making colledtions of many curious particulars, relative

to the original inhabitants ; but during the late political

revolution, was unfortunate enough to lofe moft of my pa-

pers ;
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pers ; and all that I am able, at this diflance, to offer upon
the rub)e6t3 is from recolle(5lion.

From the mofi: authentick information we are able to ob-
tain, it appears that the nations, north of the Mexican em-
pire, were on the decline, before any foreign adventurers

came among them : And from that period, to the middle of

the prefent century, it is acknowledged, they have rapidly

decreafed.

Attempts have been made, by Charlevoix, Dr. Robertfon,

and others, to account for this diminution, fome of which
are by no means fatisfadory.

War, famine, and peftilence, are reckoned the principal

fcourges, in the hand of Providence, for the chaftifcment of

guilty nations : But the natural increafe of mankind mull
be impeded, either by fome concealed, or apparent caufe.

The inhabitants of New-England, notwithftanding fre-

quent wars, lolfes by iea, and certain malignant diforders,

which frequently fwept away multitudes of young people^

were allowed to double every twenty-five years ; and, if I

rightly remember, in 1775, the numbers were eftimated at

740,000, which, at the fame rate of increafe, would in twa
centuries amount to one hundred and ninety-nine millions

;

and fuppoling there was only one human pair in America at

the birth of our Saviour, they would, by the above propor-
tion, have multiplied to two thoufand millions ; which in-

|,. creafe would be more than twice the computed number of
" inhabitants upon the earth ; and in nine hundred years,

would furnifh every fquare mile of the habitable globe with
three thoufand four hundred perfons.

Thefe calculations, I apprehend, will afford a probable
argument, that the world was fully peopled within a thou-
fand years after the general deluge ; and confequcntly, that

America was not deftitute of inhabitants at that early period.

The complexion of the Indians, their vifage, air, and
want of expreflion, fo different from the reft of mankind,
indicate an original race,* conducted hither by fome influ-

ence, or means of tranfporration, to us entirely unknown.
If this fhould be admitted, there muft doubtlefs have ex-

ifted, in North-America, many centuries ago, nations pow-
erful, extenfive and populous, w'ho had made improvements
in various branches of ufeful knowledge. It

* From the authorities you have produced, and from the relations of modern travellers^
there is, in the northern regions of America, another race, who doubtlefs, in mere recent ages,
emigrated from Lapland or Norway.
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It feems to be rhe defign of providence that fome nations

ihould remain in a Hate of uncukivation, to become the ex-

ecutioners of divine indignation, upon thofe civil focieties

whofe irreclaimable impiety, injuftice, and diffolute man-
ners, demand the feverell corredlion. At this crilis, thefe

barbarians, fierce, enrerprizing, intrepid, and cruel, firmly

difciplined for excurfion, plunder and carnage, and perhaps

ftimulated by the profped: of famine, burft, like an impetu-

ous torrent,,upon their polifhed and more effeminate neigh-

bours, involving in deftrudtion, all their monuments of in-

duftry, art, and refinement. If a fpirited refiftance is made,
extirpation often becomes the confequence of a vidory ; and
in cafe of timid fubmifiion, the moff humiliating and fer-

vile dependence enfues. What is more deprelTmg than to

become a flave to favages t >

Tribes or nations, of the above charader, have, in all ages,

fpread terror, havock, and defolation, through the highly

improved regions of the world.

in Europe, the Goths, Vandals, Huns, and Saxons, fub-

vertcd the Roman and Grecian empires, and ignorance and
barbarity eredled a dominion which lafted almoft a thoufand'

years. In Alia, the Tartars and Arabians deflroyed millions

of their more improved fellow creatures. And perhaps

America may have produced fierce and adventurous tribes,

who formerly invaded and overthrew fxourifliing kingdoms,
where arts, fciences, and population, had made great ad-
vancement. The victorious invaders might have extermi-

nated the vanquifhed nation, and doubtlefs, in fuch ferocious

and fuccefsful movements, have deffroyed every memorial
of its former power, opulence and grandeur ; whilff the fu-

gitives, which efcape the general malTacre, are incorporated

with other tribes. Inftances of this nature occur in Dupratz's
hiflory of Louifiana.

We may further obferve, that feveral countries are at pre-

fent funk into ignorance and barbarity, whofe ancellors Mere,

in remote ages, diliinguifhed by learning, eloquence, and
politenefs of manners ; as for inftance, the Egyptians, Greeks,
and the nations between the Pontic and Cafpian feas.

With regard to the above-mentioned intrenchments,

might they not have been regular fortifications or citadels,,

into which the inhabitants of the adjacent towns and villages

retired for protedionj in times of imminent danger .''

Thefe
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Thefe eredlions, compofed of earth, though greatly di-

minifhed, by age and accident, will, I am perfuaded, exhibit

their original form much longer, than fabricks, or even walls,

conftruded with brick and flone.

We have fome evidence ofthisal Annapolis. The ramparts

and folTes formed by the French, in the laft century, are ftill

entire, whilft the later built, but unrepaired flrudures of the

above folid materials, are almoft crumbled into duft, and
covered with herbage.

For when fuch edifices are broken down, and expofed to

the alternate influence of the fun, rain, and froft, they quickly

begin to moulder into minute fragments. Some kinds of

marble, however, when well polifhed, will continue undilTol-

ved to a more extenlive period, than the granite, lime, and
freeftone of America ; efpecially in Egypt, the deferts of

Palmyra, and in other countries, where it feldom rains, and
froft never penetrates.

The interior parts of America are but thinly peopled by
European planters. The country is generally overfpread

with immenfe forefts ; and when fettlements are commenced,
lituations are chofen which promife convenient and fpeedy

improvements, and our refearches feldom extend beneath

the furfacc of the earth.

Cities overthrown, and wholly deferted, however elegant

and fuperb their ftrudures might be, muft, at the conclufion

of three or four centuries, exhibit a dreary appearance. A
rocky and uneven furface will prefent itfelf, covered with

impenetrable thickets, infefted with noxious animals, and fo

difficult to fubdue as to reje«5t every idea of cultivation. And
ifwe allow the deftruftion to have been effeded ten or twelve

hundred years ago, the ruins will probably become invilible.

The veftiges of many cities, famous in the records of an-

tiquity, cannot, at the prefent day, by the moft curious in-

fpedor, be difcerned. But in places where the rage of earth-

quakes and volcanoes never reached, by digging, buildings,

pavements, and other exhibitions of human art and induftry,

are difplayed.

The firfl cultivators of a country are not commonly men
of learning ; and being engaged, by laborious exertions, to

acquire immediate fubliftence, they have neither inclination

nor leifure to make curious inquiries. And fhould any

monument of ancient ingenuity be by accident difcovcred,

N (No. 2. FoL iv.) it
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k might excite a momentary wonder, and then be thrown
afide, as a piece of ufelefs lumber, and remain forever without

the infpedionof any perfon of proper fkill and information.

I am convinced that many artificial produ(!T:ions may be

found in North-America, which exceed the contrivance and
ability of the exifting generation of Indians : fomething of]

this nature, I conceive, has fallen under my own obfervation.

About thirty-five miles diflant from the mouth of the

Kennebeck, and fixty rods to the weft of the river, in the

midfl of an extenlive plain, there arifes an hill ; its bafe, I

conjedlure, is fix hundred feet in circumference, and its per-

pendicular height fifty. It is entirely compofcd of ftones,

intermingled with earth and fand, and in many places cov-
ered with fiirubs and bufhes. Its fummit is a flat furface,

near twenty feet in diameter, and exhibits a kind of pave-

ment of large finooth ftones.

Thus it appeared twenty-five years ago. And we were
further induced to confider it as an artificial erection, be-

caufe the furrounding lands, at fome diftance, were wholly

deftitute of ftones ; fome, indeed, which refembled them in

hardnefs and colour, were found on the beaches of the river.

That civilized nations once exifted in America, may be
prefumed by the ftrudture of feveral Indian languages,

which, inftead of confifting moftly of monofyllables, fup-

pofed to prevail among rude and uncultivated people, their

words are generally compofed ot many fyllables, and are

often very lengthy.

Again : From feveral fources of information, we may con-
clude that the Indians had formerly a method of conveying
knowledge by Hieroglyph icks. Some of thefe charaders
have been difcovered, engraven upon large rocks, in difi^e-

rent parts of the continent. The Mexicans infcribed their

ideas upon cloth ; by which means they tranfmitted intelli-

gence to every divifion of the empire.

I am afiured from good authority, that the Mickmacks,
of this peninfula, had the fame method (upon the rind of
birch) of exprelling their fentiments. There is in this

town, a gentleman ot learning, and curious in his refearches,

who has not only furrounded, but travelled through the in-

terior length of this province. He informs me, that he has

feen thefe charaders, both upon bark and paper, and that

fome of the Romifti miflionaries perfedly underftand them.

Upon



Mr. Kirkland's Remarks on Mr. Bailey's Letter. 105

Upon the whole, when a civilized nation is either exter-

minated or enflaved by an irruption of barbarians, who
defpife every art and invention which conduces to improve
their minds, to polifti their manners, or to foften their fe-

rocity ; that country will, in a few ages, lofe every expreffion

of its ancient glory and magnificence. And thofe unfortu-

nate exiles, who efcape the general carnage, by a rapid flight

to rugged climates and unfubdued wilds, will be fo wholly

employed to procure a fcanty fubfiftcnce, as quickly to forget

every elegant, and even ufeful improvement ; and their de-

fcendants will continue perfed barbarians, till fome genius

fhall arife, or circumitances occur, to revive the arts and
fciences.

And now, the beft apology I can make for this lengthy

epifl:Ie, is, if agreeable, an offer to tranfmit you fome bio-

graphical anecdotes : and permit me to propofe this quef-

tion ; Are not fome of the interior tribes of Indians more
numerous and improved than they were at the beginning of

this century ?

I am, reverend fir, with great refpedt and efleem, your,

obedient and very humble fervant,

J. Bailey.

Remarks on Mr. Bailey's Letter, by the Rev. John-

Thornton KiRKLAND, OF BoSTON.

Rev. Sir,

I
HAVE been much gratified with the perufal of the Tetter

you were fo kind as to fend me ; which is ingenious and

entertaining, if not convincing. I know little, and therefore

ought to fay little on the fubjet5l of it : a few ideas that oc-

cur to me, I will fugged.

If the world were fully or chiefly peopled within a thoufand

years of the deluge, and confequently North-America con-

tained " extenfive, populous, and improved nations in thofe

remote ages," it feeros unaccountable that more fatisfaclory

and copious evidence of thefe events Ihould not be furniflied

by monuments, tradition, or hiffory.

When the probable increafe of mankind, after the deluge,

is eftimated by a comparifon with the increafe of the people

of New-England, it Ihould be inquired if the natural, civil,

fecial, and moral ftare of any confiderable portion of the

human
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human race, has ever been in any meafure fo friendly to their

population as ours ; if uncivilized nations have not been

generally found to make flow progrcfs in population, and if

many civilized countries have not had centuries pafs over

them v^'ith little addition to their numbers ?

When barbarous invaders take pofTeflion of the country of

an improved people, will they deftroy every veftige of im-
provement ? will they not adopt /o7;/f of the arts and improve-

ments of the conquered ? and if they adopt for a time, will

they not forever retain fomc of the molt jiecejfary arts, tlie ufe

of iron and implements of tillage for inftance ?

Were not many opinions, pra<flices, and improvements,

which pertained to the inhabitants of the Roman empire in

its moft enlightened and flourifhing ftate, adopted by their

favage conquerors ; and retained during the m.ofl ignorant

and barbarous period of the dark ages F and does not Egypt,
degenerate as it is, exhibit many indubitable marks, in the

charafter and cuftoms of the people, as well as in the face of

the earth, of the knowledge, arts, and opulence which it

pofTefled three or four thoufand years ago ?

If the length of words in the Indian language be derived

from civilized nations whom they conquered, enflaved, or

incorporated with them ; why would noifome arts be derived

with the language ?

The fortifications certainly evince greater knowledge, as

well as induftry and patience, than the prefent race of north-
ern Indians poflefs. I fuppofe there is no tradition refpedt-

ing the date and the builders of them among the Indians,

but that which my father declares to exift among theSenekas,
who relate, that thofe in their territory were raifed by their

anceflors in their wars with the weffern Indians, three, four

or five hundred years ago. But their uncertainty about the .

time of their eredlion, which could hardly exiff, Merc it even
five hundred years lince ; and the total want of tradition

refpedring them with other tribes on the continent, are cir-

cumftances, among others,which perhaps juftify thefufpicion
that this ftory originated in national vanity, for which the
Senekas are diftinguiflied, rather than truth ; or even a
belief of its reality.

I do not know but it may afford fome fort of folution to

the queftion refpecfting the builders of thefe entrenchments,
if we fuppofe that the aboriginal inhabitants of New Spain,

from
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from their improved ftate when firft difcovered by Europeans,

were many centuries ago capable of fuch works ; and in thofe

migrations from the north and north-weft, which it is faid

they univerfally beheve, and declare their anceftors to have

made, raifed them, for defence againft each other ; or againft

the incurlions of the barbarous predecelTors of the prefent

northern Indians.

To the query in the laft page, I am not able to give a

corred: anfwcr. All the northern Indians, who have held

any commercial intercourfe with the whites, have improved

in drefs, mode of living, arts of hunting, war, and tillage ;

but I believe it is agreed by all who have had opportunities

to obferve, that they have generally diminifhed in numbers,

and degenerated in vigour. I am, &:c.

J. T. KiRKLAND.
May I, 1795.

An Account of the Church of Christ in Plymouth,
THE FIRST Church in New-England, from its Es-
tablishment TO the present Day. By John Cot-
ton, Esc^. Member of said Church.

(Written in 1760.J

THE dealings of God with our ancedors of precious

memory, the firft fettlers of New-England, were truly

wonderful and furprizing ; the grounds of their enterprize,

the hazards they run, and the difficulties they encountered in

England, Holland, on the feas, and in their firft entering,

and after-eftablifhment, in this wafte and howling wildernefs,

are well recounted in Dr. Mather's Magnalia, Mr. Morton's

New-England memorial, and other writings of eminent

. men, who have given us an account of thofe early times.

The defign of this appendix is to give fome brief relation of

Plymouth church in particular ; its firft eftabliftiment, pre-

fervation, growth, its principles and pradlices, and the (everal

paftors with which it has been favoured ; and other things

that may not only fatisfy curiofity, but be of ufc to the prefenc

and after generations, taken chiefly from the records of faid

church, compiled by fecretary Morton, and continued by

fome of the paftors.

In the year 1620, a confiderable number of pious people,

after a tedious voyage from Holland, but laft from England,

arrived
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arrived at Cape-Cod, November 11. And after diligent

fearch for a convenient place for fettlement, they fet down
upon a fpot called by the Indians Patuxet, and by them New-
Plymouth, being named in grateful remembrance of the

chriftian friends they found at Plymouth in England, the laft

town they left in their native land. Here they began to

build huts and cottages to protedl themfelves from the in-

clemency of the winter; and with much difficulty they weath-

ered out the cold feafon, though near half their company (and

among the reft Mr. John Carver, a deacon of the church, and

their firfl: eleded governour, a man of fingular piety and ufe-

fulnefs) died : the Indians in the mean time ftanding aloof,

being fmall in number, having been almoft all deftroyed by

a terrible plague three or four years before, and being deterred

for fear of retaliation of the injuries done to fome fifhermen

and traders in former years.

Thele firft inhabitants of this new world immediately

formed themfelves into a body politick, for the orderly car-

rying on civil affairs ; but they did not embody into a new
church-ftate, looking upon it as unneceflary, as being a

branch of the Englifli church at Leyden in Holland, under

the paftoral care of that worthy and excellent man, Mr. John
Robinfon, and they expe6i:ed the paftor and the reft of the

church foon to follow them into this wildernefs. For fome

time after their arrival, they were deftitute of a teaching

elder ; but that want was well fupplied (as to the teach-

ing part) by their venerable ruling elder, Mr. William

Brewfter, a man of confiderable parts and learning (being

educated at the univerfity of Cambridge) as well as of great

piety : who ufed to preach to them during a vacancy and

want of other means ; and fometimes when they had a teach-

ing elder, xill his death, which was about 23 years after their

firft fettlement in the country.

I find that the want of facraments was early obje(5led againft

them by advcrfaries in England. To which they fent this

anfwer verbatim, (as recorded in the church records) :
" The

" more is our grief that our paftor is kept from us, by whom
" we might enjoy them, for we ufed to have the Lord's-fup-
" per every fabbath, and baptifm as often as there was oc-
" cafion of children to baptize."

By feveral crofs providences, the reft of the church, that

were left behind in Holland, did not rejoin them for feveral

years ;
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years ; and their much valued paftor, Mr. Robinfon, whom
they had long waited tor, died there March i, 1624,5, aged

near 50, to their great grief and difappointment, being one
of the moft celebrated divines of that age. The chief ob-
ftrudlion to his and their conning was the oppolition of fev-

eral of the merchant adventurers in England, who not liking

their principles or ftridlnefs in religion (apprehending that

it would hinder the growth of the plantation, by keeping

many back from fettling with them) would not provide flip-

ping and money ; and they were unable to do it themfelves,

being brought low, partly by perfecution in their own, and
the difficulty of fubfifting in a foreign country. However,
a confiderable number of them, viz. about 35 fam.ilies, were

at lafl: tranfported hither in the year 1629, at the charge of

their brethren here, which was cheerfully borne by them,

though it amounted to about five hundred pounds ftcrling.

The fame year, feveral other godly perfons, fome of whom
had been of Mr. Lothrop's church in England, came over

and joined with them. So that the church of Plymouth,

through the goodnefs of God about this time, became pretty

numerous and flourifhing, although in regard of miniftry it

was low with them.

In March, 1623,4, one John Lyford, a minifter, cam.e into

the country, being fent by fome of the adventurers to hmder
Mr, Robinfon. The church improved him in preaching for

fome time, and were liberal and generous to him and family,

while he behaved well : But difcovering himfelf to be a vile

man, and an enemy to the plantation, as is at large recited

in the New-England memorial, he was difcarded and banifh-

ed hence ; and after fpending two or three years among fome
ftraggling fettlers in the MalTachufetts, went to Virginia,

where he foon dies miferably.

In the year 1628, a young man, named Rogers, was fent

over to be their minifter, without any invitation from the

church ; who, having fmarted in Lyford's cafe, were become
cautious of improving minilters without perfonal knowledge,
or fufficient recommendation. They, however, made fome
trial of him ; and foon perceiving him difordered in brain,

they were at confiderable charge to fend him back the next

year ; and after his departure, he grew quite delirious.

Not long after, Mr. Ralph Smith, another minifter, came
from the Maffachufetts, and was kindly entertained ; and

after
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after fome time of trial was chofen to be their pallor, being

a grave man, and continued in the miniftry here about 5 or 6
years. But finding him to be a man of low gifts and parts,

they, as providence gave opportunity, improved others as

his afliftants
;

particularly Mr. Roger Williams (a young
man of bright accomplifhments, but of unftable judgment)

who preached among them for about three years : But at lall,

beginning to vent fome errors which were offenlive to the

church, they, at his defire, gave him a difmillion to Salem,

where, being called to office, he more openly propagated his

principles, and did much mifchief, as the eccleliaftical hifto-

ries of the country give an account. The next year after

Mr. Williams's departure, (which was anno 1634), Mr.
Smith alfo refigned his miniflry, partly of his own accord, as

thinking it too heavy a burthen, and partly at the delire and
by the perfuafion of others, who apprehended him not fuf-

ficiently gifted for the work.

Dunng the time of Mr. Smith's miniftry, they employed
Mr. Edward Winflow, who was fent an agent to England, tq

procure them a teaching elder to be joined with Mr. Smith ;

who accordingly agreed with Mr. Glover, an able difpenfer

of the word, to come over to them ; but he ended his life in

London before he came on board. Afterwards, Mr. Winflow
providentially meeting with that worthy man, Mr. John
Norton, then intending for New-England, he treated with
him about fupplying Plymouth ; and coming over in the

fame fhip with Mr. Window, he landed here, and preached

to them for one Winter, but declined fettling, though earn-

eftly prefTed to it. In the Spring he went into the Mafla-
chufetts colony, and foon after fettled at Ipfwich j from
whence, upon Mr. Cotton's death, he was tranflated to

Boflon.

Thus was this poor church dirappointed,from time to time,

in their attempts to fettle the gofpel and ordinances among
them to their full fatisfadion. ** But it pleafed the Lord, at

lafl-, (as the record exprefles it), to fend them Mr. John
Reyner, an able and a godly man, of a meek and humble
fpirit, found in the truth, and every way unreprovable in his

life and converfation ; who, after fome time of trial, they

chofe for their teacher, the fruit of whofe labours they enjoyed

many years, with much comfort in peace and agreement."
|

The deacons that officiated in his day were Mr. John
« Doane,
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l)oane, Mr. William Paddy, Mr. John Cooke,* and after-

wards Mr. John Donham : And before his time was Mr.
Samuel Fuller, an eminent furgeon, and a man of great piety,

who, together with governour Carver, were chofen to that

office while the church refided in Holland. After their ar-

rival here, the deacons they firft eleded were MefTrs. Richard

Mafterfon and Thomas BlolTom, two experienced faints, the

former efpecially, a man of rare abilities, a fecond Stephen,

to defehd the truth againft gainfayers, and one who had ex-

pended moft of his elfate for the publick good. Thefe blelTed

fervants of Chrill lived not long after they were chofen, but

changed this life for a better, within a little time one of

another, before the year 1 630.
In the year 1632, a number of the brethren inhabiting on

the other fide of the bay, at a place fince called Duxborough,

growing weary of attending the worflup of God at fuch

diftance, afked and were granted a difmiition ; and foon af-

ter, being embodied into a church, they procured the Rev.

Mr. Ralph Partridge, (a gracious man of great abilities), to

be their pallor.

The fecond church that fprang out of the bowels of the

church of Plymouth was that of Greens-Harbour, (firft called

Rexham by the General Court, afterwards Marfhfield), who
were incorporated foon after Duxborough, and had Mr.
Edward Buckley, (an able and faithful preacher), for their

paftor. A confiderable number alfo of Scituatc church de-

rived from hence, and fettled Mr. John Lothrop as their

minifter ; who, fometime after, with a great part of the

church, removed to Barnftable.

In the year 1638, the church ufed many endeavours to

obtain Mr. Charles Chauncy, a very learned and godly man,

to be a colleague with Mr. Reyner ; the one to officiate as

teacher, the other as paftor, according to the diftindion ufed

in thofe days,t founded upon Eph. iv. 11. But which the

generality of the churches fince fuppofe to be fynonymous

phrafes, or to indicate the fame office. Mr. Chauncy ac-

cordingly came and preached with them the moft part of

three years, but declined fettling, the church and he being

O (No. 2. ^0/. iv.) of

* This Cooke was afterwards excommunicated by the church, having firft been the author

ef much difienfion and divifion, both in this church and the church of Barnftable, and after-

Wards running into fedlarian and anabaptiftical principles, in which he remained obftinate,

notwithftanding all the endeavours ufed with him.

-f The teacher, according to them, was chiefly to explain doftfines ; the paftor to enforce

^m with fuitible counfels and exhortations.



112 An Account of the Church of Chrij} in Plymouth.

of aMiiTerent mind about the mode of baptifm, which he
held ought only to be by dipping or plunging the zvhole body un-

der zvater. Much pains were taken to remove his fcruples,

jCeveral rrrinifters conferring with him, and writing to him,
upon that head, but without fuccefs. And at laft, the

church (being loth to lofe a man of fuch eminency ), conced-
ed fo far as to offer, in cafe he would fettle, to fuffer him
to pradlife according to his perfualion, by adminiflring the

ordinance in that manner to fuch as delired it, either for

themfelves or infants, provided he could peaceably fuffer

Mr. Reyner to baptize according to the mode in general ufe,

when it was requefted ; fo as there might be no difturbance

in the church about the matter. But he did not fee light

to comply. So that there was a neceffity of parting. He
went froiti hence to Scituate, where he, for fome time, re-

mained a minifter to the church there, and was afterwards

elected prefident of the college.

Sometime after this, (viz. about the year 1643, "^ ^644).,
many having left the town by reafon of the ftraitnefs and
barrennefs of the place, and their finding better accommoda-
tions elfewhere ; and fundry others ftill, upon every occa-
sion, defiring their difmiflions, the church began ferioufly to

think whether it ^yere not better jointly to remove to fomc
other place, than to be thus weakned, and as it were infen-

libly diffolved. Many meetings and much confultation

were held about the premifes, and there was a great diver-
fity of fentiments i fome were ftill for ftaying together in

this place, alledging that they might live here well enough,
if they would be content with their condition ; and that it

was not for want or neceffity fo much that they propofed a
removal, as to enrich themfelves. Others were refolutc

upon removal, and declared that if the whole church would
not go, they would go by themfelves. So that at laft, to

prevent a diffolution, a remove was univerfally agreed to,

if a fit place could be found that might more conveniently
and comfortably receive the whole, with fuch acceffion of
others as might come to them for their better ftrength and
fubfiftence. And fundry places being propounded, and
among others, Naufet, near Cape-Cod, which had been fu-
perficially viewed, they fixed upon this laft : and fent a num-
ber for further difcovery, and alfo to make a purchafe from
the natives ; who, upon better view, found the place too

ftrait
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ftrait for their purpofe, not being fufficient to accommodate
the whole church for the prefent, much lefs to leave room
for further addition or increafe. Befides, its fituation was

too much on the outfide of the country, remote from all

fociety, and fo wholly unfit to be the metropolis of the gov-

ernment ; however, they thought proper to purchafe iht

place of the Indians. The committee returning with this

report, the church changed their refolutions : But fuch as

were before refolvcd upon removal, took advantage of the

general agreement above fpecified, and went on notwith-

llanding ; neither could the reft hinder them, they having

made fome beginning, aixi agreeing to pay for the whole

purchafe, which was made in the church's name. And thus

was this poor church (fay the records) left like an ancient

mother, grown old and forfaken of her children, (though not

in their afFe6tions, yet) in regard of their bodily prefence and

perfonal helpfulnefs ; her ancient members being moft of

them worn away by death, and thefe of latter times being

like children tranflated into other families, and fhe like a

widow left only to truft in God. Thus *' flie, that had made
tnany rich, became herfelf poor." The principal members
that then removed were the honourable Thomas Prince^

(afterwards governour,) deacon John Doane, with feveral

others of the church, who were very delirable, and they be-

came a body of themfelves, diftind: from the church of

Plymouth, and fettled at faid Naufet,by them called Eaftham.
This was the third church, which came forth, as it were,

out of our bowels.

In the year 1644,* died their reverend elder, Mr. William
Brewfter, who had done and fuffered much for Chrift and
the gofpel's fake, both in England and Holland, and in this

wildernefs ; the Lord upheld him to a great age, being

abov€ eighty when he died. Sorne account of him is given

in the New-England memorial, page 153, Sic. To which
we may add, fome further hints from the records. He had
the happinefs of an early converfion, his heart being feafoned

with grace while at the univerfity. And after his leaving it,

he was ufefully employed in ftate affairs, for fome years, un-
der that religious gentleman, Mr. Davifon, then fecretary of

ftate to queen Elizabeth, and afterwards ambafTador in Hol-
land, who found himf fo difcreet and faithful as that he trufted

him
* In the New-England memorial his death is placed under the year 1643 ; but in th«

church records it is faid to be April i6, 1644.
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him above all others in office under him, and made ufe of hinn

only when marters of greateft importance and fecrecy occur-

red. He efteemed him rather as a fon than a fervant ; and
for his wifdom and piety would converfe with him in private

more like a familiar than a mafter. He attended Mr. Davi-

fon in his ambafly, and afTided him in all the weighty affairs

of flate, and was betrufled by him with the keys of Flufh-

ing, one of the cautionary towns in Holland, then garrifoned

by the Englifh : And upon their return to England, the

ftates of the United Provinces honoured him with a gold

chain for his fidelity, which his mafter commanded him to

wear, as they paffed through the country, until their arrival

at court. He afterwards remained with Mr. Davifon, until

he was removed from his fecretary's poft, which was about

the. year 1587, and did him many offices of fervice in the

time of his troubles, which followed his removal. Afterwart^s

he retired into the country, among his friends, in the north

of England, and was highly efteemed by the gentlemien in

thofe parts, efpecially the godly and religious ; and did much
good there in promoting and furthering religion ; and that

not only by his pradicc and example, and ftirring up and
encouraging others, but by procuring good preachers to the

places thereabouts, and exciting many to difburfe freely for

the fupport of the gofpel, he himfelf being moft commonly
deepeft in the charge, and fometimes above his ability. And

,

in this ftate he continued many years, doing the bcfl good he

could, and walking according to the light he had, until the

Lord difcovered further to him the corruptions of the eflab-

lifhed church, and feeing the tyranny of the then bifhops

againft godly preachers and others, in filencing, fining, and
imprifoning them, &c. He and many more withdrew from
the communion, and embodied into a church flate, (having

the reverend and aged Mr. Richard Clifton, and Mr. Robin-
fon, to preach to them, the latter of which afterward became
their paflor), ufually meeting for folemn worfnip at Mr.
Brewfter's houfe on the Lord's days, where he, with great

love, entertained them, being at confiderable expenfe in

making provifion, &c. and continued fo to do whilft they

could flay in England. But, great troubles and perfecutions

following from the prelatick party, they determined upon a

remove into Holland, in which Mr. Brewfter was one of the

forwardeft ; but all the ports and havens being fhut againft

them.
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them, they were obliged to get away fecretly, and to give

the mariners extraordinary fees for their tranfportation : A
veiTel being hired by him and company, they went on board

in the night, at Bofton, in Lincohifhirc,with their goods, &c.
But through the perfidioufnefs of the fliip-mafter were be-

trayed into the hands of the fearchers and other officers,

who feized them all, and putting them into open boats, rifled

and ranfacked them at a ftrange rate, fearching even to their

very fhirts for money, and even going beyond the bounds of

modelly with the women ; taking away their books and
goods as well as money, (in Avhich Mr. Brewiler was the

greatcfl: fuiferer) : And then carried them back into the town,

where they were made a fpcftacle of dei"ilion to the wonder-
ing multitude, who came flocking from all quarters to fee

them ;* and being afterwards prefented to the magiftrates,

they were committed to ward, and an account of thern tranf-

mitted to the lords of the council ; who fending their orders,

the greater part of them were releafed after a month's im-
prifonment,and fent back to the places of their former abode;

but feven of the principal (of which Mr. Brewder was the

chief) were kept If ill in prifon, and bound over to the aflizcs :

But at length, with much difficulty and expenfe, obtaining

his liberty, he (with Mr. Robinfon and other principal menj
firft aflifted the weaker and poorer of the flock in getting

over, and then followed them into Holland ; u here for fome-
time he fuffered much hardship, mofl: of his eflate being ex~

haulfed, and his family large, having many children and
dependents, and in regard of his former breeding and courfe,

not fo fit for manual labour as others were, who had been

inured to it ; yet he bore his conditiort with much cheerful-

nefs and contentation. And the latter part of the tim.e of

his fojourning in that country, his outward condition was
mended, and he lived well and plentifully : For being well

verfed in the Latin tongue, he fet up a fchool, to which many
fcholars of the univerfity of Leyden, and fome great men's
fons, reforted, to be initiated in the Englifh language ; and
by his method they quickly and with great facility attained

the knowledge of it, he having drawn up rules to learn it by,

after the Latin manner. Beiides, by the help of fome friends

he fet up a printing prefs, in which he had fufficient em.ploy-

ment,
* The records obferve here, " That by thefe and the Tiice publiclc troubles in other places,

their caufe became famous, and Occafioned many to look into the fame ; and their godly
carriage and chriftian behaviour was fuch, as left a deep impreffion in the minds of maay, &c."
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ment, efpecially of books fent over from England againfl: the

hierarchy^ &c. which would not be allowed a publication at

home. But at lafi:, removing into New-England, all thefc

things were laid afide, and he began a new courfe of living,

in which he was no ways unwilling to take his part and bear

his burden with the reft, living fometimes without bread

many months together, having often nothing but fifh, and

fometimes even deftitute of that, and drank nothing but

water for many years together, yea, until five or fix years of

his death : And yet he lived (by the blefling of God) in

health until very old age ; and belides that, he would often

labour with his hands in the fields, as long as he was able.

Yet when the church had no other minifter, he taught twice

every fabbath, and that both powerfully and profitably, to

ihe great fatisfacflion of the hearers, and their comfortable

edification ; yea, many were brought to God by his miniftry,

doing more in this refped: in a year, than many, that have

iheir hundreds per annum, do in all their lives. He was a

man of conlidcrable abilities, both natural and acquired ; was
wife, difcreet, and of a ready utterance, very Ibciable and
pleafant among his friends, of a humble and modeft fpirit,

of a peaceable difpofition, undervaluing himfelf and his own
abilities, and fometimes overvaluing others ; inoffenfive and
innocent in his life and converfation, which gained him love

and refped: from them without, as well as thofe within ; yet

bold and courageous in reproving the faults of others, both
publickly and privately, as there was occafion, but in fuch a

manner as was ufually well taken from him. He was ten-

der-hearted and companionate towards any in diftrefs, ef-

pecially towards fuch as had been of good eftate and quality^

and were by the providence of God reduced to want and
poverty, either for religion's fake, or by the injury and op-
prefTion of others ; looking upon thefe, of all men, mofl
deferving pity and relief : and none did more offend and
difpleafe him than fuch as, being rifen from nothing, and
having little elfe to recommend them than their fine attire

or riches, would behave themfelves proudly and haughtily,

treating others with difdain and contempt. In his publick

adminiftrations, he was very moving and pathetical, alfo very

plain and diftind in what he taught, addrefiing the under-
itanding as well as the affections, by which means he be-
came the more profitable to the hearers. He had a fingular

good
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good gift in prayer, both publick and private, full and com-
preheniive in the confeflion of fin, and laying open the fpirit-

ual difcafes of the foul before God, and very earned and fer-

vent in imploring pardoning mercy through Chrifl: ; and
had an admirable dexterity in adapting his prayers to the

fpiritual exigencies of the flock, &:c. Yet feldom lengthy

or prolix in the exercife ; looking upon it as much better

for miniflers to ftudy brevity and comprehenflvenefs in that

duty, except on days of humiliation, and fuch like folemn

occafions, than to endanger the devotion of the hearers by
too long a performance : the heart and fpirits of all, ef-

pecially of weak chriitians, he faid, being too apt to flag and
fall off", rather than continue bent towards God, as they Ihould

be, when the duty was too extended. As for the govern-

ment of the church, which was moll proper to his office, he
was ever careful to preferve good order, and to keep purity

of do6trine and communion, and to fupprefs errors and con-
tentions at their firfl: appearance ; and accordingly God gave
good fuccefs to his endeavours herein all his days, and he
faw the fruit of his labour in that regard. He, after his va-

rious diftreffes, died in peace upon his bed, in the midfl: of

his weeping friends, to whom be endeavoured to adminifter

the fame divine confolations which he felt in his own fouL

His ficknefs was not long, and till the lafl: day was not

wholly confined to his bed. His fpeech continued until

about nine or ten hours before his death, and then failed

him ; and late in the evening he expired, without any pangs

or gafpings, drawing his breath long, as a man falling into

a found fleep, and fo fweetly departed this life into a better.

He left an excellent library (for that d^y) valued at £. 43,
lilver money, a particular catalogue of which I find in his

inventory in the colony records.

About four or five years after Mr. Brewfler's deceafe, the

church chofe Mr. Thomas Cufliman as his fuccelTor in the

office of ruling elder, fon of that faithful fervant of Chrifl-,

Mr. Robert Cufhman, who had been their chief agent in

tranfadling all their aflfairs in England, both before and after

their leaving of Holland, till the year 1626. And this his

fon, inheriting the fame fpirit, and being competently quali-

fied with gifts and graces, proved a great blefling to this

church ; affifting Mr. Reyner, not only in ruling, catechifing,

viflting, but alfo in publick teaching, as Mr. Brevvfl:er had

done
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done before him : It being the profeffed principle of this

church, in their firft formation, ** to choofe none for govern-

ing ciders but fuch as are able to teach :" Which ability (as

Mr. Robinfon obferves in one of his letters) other reformed

churches did not require in their ruling elders.

The year 1654 was rendered forrowful by the departure of

that worthy man of God, Mr. Reyner, from this place, after

he had ferved Chrift in the oflice of teacher about eighteen

years. He was (fays the church record) richly accomplinied

with fuch gifts and qualifications as were befitting his place

and calling, being wife, faithful, grave, fbber, a lover of good
men, not greedy of the matters of the world, armed with

much faith, patience and mecknefs, mixed with courage in

the caufe of God ; was an able, faithful, laborious preacher

of the gofpel, and a wife orderer of the affairs of the church,

and had an excellent talent in training up children, in a

catechetical way, in the grounds of the chriftian religion.

So that by lofs of him, ignorance enfued in the town among
the vulgar, and alfo much licentioufnefs and profanenefs

among the yonger fort. His removal was partly occafioned

by the unhappy differences then fubfifling in the church of

Barnflable, which much alfedled this church ; and partly by
the going away of divers of the church, yea fome of the moft
eminent among them, to other places ; and partly by the

unfettlednefs of the church, too many of the members being

leavened with prejudice againft a learned miniftry, by means
of fedlaries then fpreading through the land ; an'^epidemical

difeafe prevailing in too many of the churches about that

time. He left Plymouth in the month of November, 1654,
and went to Boffon, where he continued that Winter, and

came back the Spring following in way of vifit, and would
have eafily been perfuaded to have returned again, if the

people would have complied with a propofition made by
him : But they not doing it, to their after-forrow, he went
back ; and being invited to Dover, on Pifcataqua river, he

there fettled in the miniftry, and continued in the work till

his death, which was in the month of April, 1669.

During thefe ancient times of the church, I find them
furrounded with dangers and difficulties on every hand : The
troubles they met with, in regard of the miniftry, have been

recounted ; befides which, they had frequently great troubles

from want of fubfiftence, from the threatening of the natives,

from
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from lofTes at fea, from peftilential HcknelTes, Sec. And
once or twice they were threatened with total diflipation

from the authority in England ; particularly in the year 1634,
archbifhop Laud, (that great perfecutor of Calvinifts and
Diflenters, under the name of Puritans), obtained a com-
miflion from king Charles the id, under the great feal of

England, wherein he, together with the archbifhop of York,
and ten more of the great officers of the court,* (wholly at

Laud's devotion, and fome of them known Papifts), were

empowered " to revoke all the charters, letters-patents, and
«* refcripts royal, before granted from the crown to the feveral

** colonics and plantations, and to make fuch laws and con-
" ftitutions as to them Ihould feem meet ; to remove and
'^ difplace the feveral governours and rulers of thofe colonies
** for caufes which to them Ihould feem lawful, and others in

" their ftead to conftitute, and to punifh thofe of them that

" were culpable by muld:s and fines, or banilhment from
'* thofe places they had governed, or otherwife to punifh ac-
** cording to the degree of their offence : To remove any of
** thofe colonies, (as well as their rulers), caufing them to

" return to England, or commanding them to other places

" defigned, as according to their found difcretions fhould

feem neceffary : And to conflitute judges and magiflrates,

political and civil, for civil caufes, and to fix upon fuch a

form of government as to five or more of them fhould
" feem expedient. And alfo to make laws and conftitutions
** eccleliaftical ; and to ordain fpiritual courts, to determine
" of the form and manner of proceeding in the fame, and
** the method of appeals. Sec. To allign congruent portions
" of tythes, oblations, and other things, for the maintenance
" of the clergy. And to make provifion againfl the violation
** of any of their conftitutions, by impofing penalties, by
** imprifonment, and if the quality of the offence require it,

*' by deprivation of members or life, to be infli6led, &:c.'*

This arbitrary commiflion (which made the country no
better than flavcs t) is recorded at large by Mr. Morton in

P (No.i.Vol.'vi.) the
* Their names are as follows j William, archbifhop of Canterbury ; Thomas, lord Cov-

•ntry, keeper of the great feal ; Richard, arckbilTiop of York 5 Richard Wefton, earl of

Portland, lord high treafurer ; Henry, earl of Manchefter, keeper of the privy feal ; Thomas,
carl of Arundel, and furveyor niarftial of England ; Edward, earl of Dorfet, chamberlain to

the queen ; Francis, lord Cottington, under -treafurer of the exchequer ; Sir Thomas Ed-
monds, treafurer of the king's houfehold ; Sir Henry Vane, controler of the fame j Sir

John Cooke, the king's privy fecretary 5 Sir Francis Windebank, ditto.

}" There is not the lea ft mention, throughout t'ne whole commiflion, that the laws and

ordinances enafted by them fhould be agreeable to the laws of England ; the only limitation

h, that the king's afTent fiio\:ld be had thereto in writing, under his fignet royal.

it

cc
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the' church records ; and fays he, *' I have done it, that

after-ages may improve it as an experiment of God's good-
nefs in preventing its taking effed:, which had it done, this

poor church at Plym.outh (with the other churches of New-
England) had been deflroyed. Surely it was the Lord's work
in a fpecial manner, and it is, and ought to be, marvellous in

our eyes ; and it is our duty to render praifes to his name for

the fame through all generations." A (ketch of it is now
publifhed to the world, becaufe I do not remember to have
met with it in any printed author. In purfuance of this

commillion. Sir Ferdinando Gorges was, by the archbifliop's

favour, conltituted general governour of the country, and was
about to be difpatched ro his government the year following,

accompanied by fome that were to be furnifhed with epifco-

pal authority to difturb the peace of the churches and deftrojr

their conftitution. But Mr. Edward Window being fent

over agent for the country about that time, by his indefatig-

able endeavours, and the influence of fome great men, the

Itorm was diverted, though it fell heavy upon Mr. Winflow,
who, by the archbifhop's procurement, was committed to

the fleet prifon in London, where he remained about feven-

teen weeks before he could obtain his releafe.* A fpecimen
of what the people here muft have expelled, had not the

commiflion before mentioned been fuperfeded.
' A few years after, the church was threatened by the coming

over of iome fedaries from England, leavened with Antino-
^

mian and Familiftical principles, as the N. E. memorial at

large relates. Some of Plymouth church were led away,
particularly one John Weeks and his wife, who in fome ihort

time became very atheifts, and were caft out of the church

for

* The cafe was this, the peililent Thomas Morton (who had broken up the fettlement at

Mount Wollafton, fince Braintree, and was the ringleader in fetting up the idolatrous May-
pole, &c. ot which in the New-England memoiial, p. 95.) was improved by archbiftiop Laud,
Sir Ferdinando Gorges, and Mr. Mafon, to mitke complaint againit the country before the
lords comniiflloners for the plantations 5 to whole complaints Mr. Winflow mitde anfwer ta
the 3ood facisfaclion of the faid lords, who gave Morton a ihrcvvd check, and blamed the
others i'o\- countenancing him. This nettling the archbilhop, he immediately called Mr.
Winflov/into queftion for foniething perfonal, namely, that be, ng a layman he had affumei
the minifterial office ; ift, iu teaching publickly in' the church ; ad, in marrying people.
And for this Morton was produced as an evidence ; who teftified that he had fecn and heard
him do it while he lived in New-England. To which Mr. Winflow anfwered, as to the ift,

chat fometimes, being deftitute of a minifter, he did exercife his gift to help the edification of
his brethren, when better means could not be had. And as to the 2d, he acknowledged that
he had married fome, but he did it as a magiftrate, not as a minifter ; that marriage was »
civil ordinance, and he no where found, in the word of God, that it was tied to the miniftry ;.

• that neceflity obliged them to it, having for a long time together at firft no minifter ; that the
thing i,s(elf was no novelty in the reformed churches, he hlmfelf having been married by the

, magiftrate in Holland, in their flate-houfe. Thefe anfwers not fatisfying, the archbifhop, by
vehement importunity, procured their lordfliips' confent to his commitment, upon thefe aa«
fhz like charges.
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for their abominable opinions- Several young people alfo,

belonging xo the church, had like to have been carried afidc

into the paths of darknefs, but God in mercy prevented.

This vi'as in the year 1637.

Some confiderable time after this, one Samuel Hickes, a

member of the church, began to be unfettled about the or-

dinances of the gofpel, and queftioncd feveral of them, about

baptizing of infants, Tinging of pfalms, the office of minifters,

the inftitution of a fabbath, (Sec which occafioned a church

meeting, wherein Hickes propofcd to the church feveral

queries on thefe and other heads ; to which the church re-

turned large anfwers in writing ; both which are recorded in

the church .records, taking up about 4 or 5 pages in folio.

The iflue was, this poor unfettled man fell yet further and

further, and at laft became a Quaker.

This leads me to obfcrve, that the Quakers much infefted

the country between the years 1650 and 1660, and proved

very troublefome, * and fubvcrted many ; the church of

Plymouth, in particular, was much endangered by them ;

feveral were wavering and hefitating, one family only was

wholly led away. The Lord was pleafed to blefs the endeav-

ours of their faithful elder, Mr. Cufiiman, in concurrence with

feveral of the abler brethren, to prevent the efficacy of errour

and delulion ; and (though deftitute of a paftor) the body of

the church were upheld in their integrity, and in a confrant

oppofition to their pernicious tenets. ^' And "we defire (fay

the records) that the good providence of God herein may
never be forgotten, but that the Lord may have all the praife

and glory thereof : For how eafily might thefe wolves in

fheeps cloathing have ruined this poor flock of Chrifl, if the

Lord had not interpofed with his almighty power and good-

nefs ; improving this our good elder as a fpecial inftrument

in this worthy work, both by teaching the will of God every

Lord's-day, for a conliderable time, plainly, powerfully and

profitably ; and feconding the fame by a blamelefs life and
converfation."

After Mr. Reyner's departure, the church remained fundry

years deftitute of a teaching elder, notwithftanding the great

pains and endeavours that were ufed to obtain one ; fending

frequently to the minifters of the Maftachufetts on this errand,

. and
* Here may be obferved, to the honour of tins colony, that though the provocations of the

Quakers were equally great here as elfewhere, yet they never made any fsnguinary or capita!

laws againft that feft, as fome of the colonies did.
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and keeping many days of fafting and prayer for the divine

aid and direftion. But ftill they were not deftitute of preach-

ing, the neighbouring minifters frequently coming to their

alliftance ; but more ftatedly the worfhip of God was carried

on by their elder, Mr. Cufhman, affifted by fome of the

brethren ; infomuch that not one fabbath pad (during the

vacancy) without two publick meetings, in which the word
of God was difpenfed. After fome confiderable time, they

obtained Mr. James Williams, an able gofpel preacher, and

had hopes at his firfl: coming of his continuance with them ;

but he foon left them, and, went for England. Afterwards

they procured Mr. William Brimfmead, a well-accomplilhed

fervant of Chrift, who preached to them feveral months, but

he at laft left them alfo, and fettled at Marlborough, in the

Maflachufetts. This was about the years 1 664,1 665, &: 1 666.
" And thus (fays Mr. Morton) we remained as iheep with-

" out a fhepherd, until at length it pleafed the Lord to fend
*' among us Mr. John Cotton, the ion of Mr. John Cotton,
** that famous gofpel preacher, late teacher of the firft church
" of Chrift in Boftoq. The faid Mr. Cotton, jun. was g.

** man of ftrong parts and good abilities to preach the v/ord
" of God, who, after fome time fpent among us, was choferi

" our paflor, and has continued in that ftation among us for

*' the fpace often years and upwards, at the writing hereof;
** from whom we have received many very profitable truths,

" and who ought to be the fubjed: of our prayers, that the
" Lord would infpire him more and more with his Holy
** Spirit, fo as he may be an inflrument of his praife, that fo

** by foundnefs of dodlrine and linccrity of converfation, he
" may be enabled inftnimentally to fave his own fpul, and
" the fouls of thofe that have or may hear him.

" Thus the Lord hath built this church, and preferved it

" in gofpel order and holy profeflion of his truth thefe three-
** fcore and twelve years, twelve years in Hplland, and three-
<* fcore years in New-England, and hath carried it through
'* many dangers, forrows, perfecutions, and oppolitions, fo as

** it remains, although much inferiour to its firfl beginning,
" yet a church of Jefus Chrift ; having many names in it

" who have not defiled their garments, who no doubt will

" walk with Chrilt in white, for they are worthy. Rev. iii. 4.
" Yea, the Lord in former times hath made it an enlightment
" and diredlory unto others, both in this colony and other

" colonies
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«« colonies in this land. BlelTed be his holy name for the

" fame. And here let it be noticed, that at the writing of

«« this fmali hiftory [anno 1680] there are fourlcore churches
^^ in gofpel order in New-England, maugre the malice ok

^^ men and devils ; fp greatly is the honour of the King of

i'* kings, our Lord Jefus, advanced by the multitude of his

** fubjeds in Nevv-England ; and we doubt not but there are

>•* many blelTed faints in the land, which are fit to be laid and
•" placed in the Lord's building. The Lord add unto his

" churches, from day to day, fuch as (hall be faved."

Thus finifh the church records, as drawn up by Mr. Mor-
ton. They were afterwards continued by Mr. Cotton, who
informs us, that he was firft called to Plymouth in Septem-

ber, 1666. But being under engagements elfewhere, he

could not then come ; but the church renewing their invita-

tion the year following, he removed to Plymouth, with his

family, November 30, 1667. But he v^'as not ordained till

June 30, 1669. The churches that were prefent at the or-

dination (at the deli re of this church) by their elders and

meflengers, were thofe of Barnftable, Marflifield, Weymouth
and Duxborough ; the pallors names, Mr. Walley, Mr. Ar-

nold, Mr. Torrey, and Mr. John Holmes.
At Mr. Cotton's firft fettlement, there were refident in the

place forty-feven church members, in full communion ; but

the deacons of the church being all deceafed or removed,

ihey, on Auguft i, eleded Mr. Robert Finney and Mr.
Ephraim Morton to that office, and the elders ordained them.

Afterwards the pallor, with the ruling elder, made it their

firft fpecial wor|i together to pafs through the whole town,

from family to family, to inquire into the ftate of fouls ; and

according as they found the frames either of the children of

the church or others, fo they applied counfels, admonitions,

exhortations, and encouragements ; which fervice was at-

tended with a blefling ; for in divers, with whom God had

begun his work, it prevailed to ftir them up to lay hold of

his covenant ; and others were awakened more ferioufly to

attend upon the means of grace, and to mind the concern-

ments of their fouls, and pradife family prayer more con- "

ftantly. The work of God feemed in thofe days to have a

confiderable revival.

In November began catechifing of the children by the

pallor (conftantly attended by the ruling elder) once a fort-

night.
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night, the males at one time and the females at the other.

The catechifm then ufed was compofed by the Rev. Mr.
William Perkins. 5ome years after the afiembly's catechifm

was introduced.

In January following, the church agreed to begin monthly
church meetings for religious conference, which were con-
ftantly attended for many years, and much good attended

that excrcife. I fuppofe the monthly meeting, that fubfifts

to this day, was but a continuation of this, though in latter

years it was put fomething into another form.

The members admitted to full communion, the firft year

of Mr. Cotton's miniftry, were twenty-feven. In 1670,
fourteen members were admitted. In 1671, feventeen. In
1 672, fix. And during the thirty years of his miniflry, there

were 178 members admitted. The pradice was for men
orally to make a confedion of faith, and a declaration of their

experiences of a work of grace, in the prefence of the con-
gregation ; having been examined and heard before by the

elders in private ; and they flood propounded in publick for

two or three weeks ordinarily : And the relations of the

women being written in private from their mouths, were
read in publick by the paftor, and the elders gave teftimony

of the competency of their knowledge. This was the ordi-

nary way of admillion of members at^heir firft entrance ; but
if any members came from other places, and had letters of

difmiilion, they v/ere accepted upon that teftimonial, and
nothing further was required of them. In 1688, the church, at

the motion of the elders, confented to fome alteration of their

practice : It being obferved, that divers men, who offered

themfelves to church fellowfhip, were bafhfui, and of low
voice, and fo not able to fpcak in publick, to the edification

of the congregation, nor to the hearing of the whole church ;

it was generally agreed, that thofe who could fpeak audi-

bly, &c. Ihould do fo in the whole congregation, as formerly :

But if the elders judged any man not capable thereof, they

fhould call the church together in private, to hear fuch make
their relations ; but voting their admiflion, and covenanting

with them, fhould be deferred to the publick affembly.

In July, 1676, the church (and all the churches in the

colony, at the motion of the General Court) folemnly re-

newed covenant with God, and one another, on a day of

humiliation appointed for the purpofe ; wherein, after con-
feflion
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feflion of the prevailing evils of the times, they entered into

ftrid engagements (through the afliftance of divine grace) for

perfonal and family reformation. The children of the church

bore a part in this tranfadion. The covenant of reformation

is recited at large in the church records, as alfa the whole

method of carrying on the affair, which is worthy of publica-

tion ; but this appendix having already far exceeded the

bounds at firft defigned, it muft Be omitted. The church

alfo renewed covenant in the like method in April, 1692 ;

which tranfadions were attended with much folemnity, and
were of great fervice to the intercds of vital piety, (lirring

lip the godly to more vigilance and 'Zeal, and laying a great

reftraint on the corruptions of others. They were likewife

followed with divine blelTings in a remarkable manner, which
was much noticed by all at that day. Some motions have

been made for renewals of covenant in latter years, as I find

in the records, but they proved abortive ; which is too fpeak-

ing an evidence of prevailing degeneracy.

A few months after the firfl: renevyal of covenant in 1676,
the elders (layed the church after publick worfliip, and in-

formed them, that there were rumours as if fome of the

brethren walked diforderly, in fitting too long together in

publtck houfes, and with vain company, and drinking ; \t

was therefore propounded in order to the healing of that evil,

and unanimouHy confented to by the whole church, that they

would all take themfelves bound, in cafe they favv or heard

of any fuch carriage in any of the church for the future, to

demand a reafon of the party why he fo did, and that we
would fatisfy the demands of each other in fuch a cafe ; and
if any did not give fatisfying anlwers to fuch fober, chriflian

demands, it fhould be accounted jufl m.atter of offence. The
elders alfo then propounded, that due care might be taken

_ of the children of the church, that they might not tranfgrefs

in this kind. The elders and brethren alfo bore ftrong

teftimony againft fuch irregularities in the year 1684, with

ferious warnings and defireSi that God would help all to

^ore care and watchfulnefs in their whole converfation.

• In January, 1678,9, the paftor, Mr. Cotton, defired all the

qhurch feed, who were heads of families, to come to his houfe

on the 19th of faid month, which they generally did ; and
he then gave them fundry queftions for them each man fev-

erally to return anfwers to out of the Icriptures ; that hereby

mighfr
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might be difcerned what knowledge they had of God's word
This exercife was to be attended once in two months ; and

fo it was far divers years, not without a blefling and fome
good fuccefs : For men of 30, 40, 50 years of age did at-

tend, and give their anfwers to thofe divinity queftions irt

writing. Then the pallor, having read all their anfwers,

gave his own to each queftion, and preached thereupon, the

elder always prefent, and making the concluding prayer ;

and ordinarily many, if not moft of the church, were then

prefent alfo.

December 19, 1 6 86, deacon Finney being difabled, through

infirmities and old age, from coming abroad, Mr. Thomas
Faunce was unanimoufly chofen deacon in his ftead, and was

ordained 10 that office foon after. Deacon Finney died about

a year after, on January 7, 1687,5, being 80 years of age, a

good old man. His colleague, deacon Morton, (a fervice-

able man in church and town},furvived until Odober 7,1 693.
i^tat. 70.

December 11, 1691, the good elder, Mr. Thomas Cnfh-
! man, died of a lingering illnefs, near the end of the $4th year

of his life, who had officiated in that office near 43 years,

being ordained April 6, 1649. ^^ ^^^ httx\ a rich bleffing

to this church fcores of years ; was grave, fobcr, holy, and
temperate, very ftudious and folicitous for the peace and
profperity of the church, and to prevent and heal all breaches.

Much of God's prefence went away from this church, when
this biefled pillar was removed. December 1 6, was kept as

a day of humiliation upon the account of his death ; and
then a liberal contribution was made for his widow, as an
acknowledgement of his great fervices to the church whilft

living.

June 19, 1692, the paftor propounded to the church, that

feeing many of the pfalms in Mr. Ainfworth's tranflation,

which had hitherto been fung in the congregation, had fuch

difficult tunes that none in the church could fet, they would
conlider offome expedient that they might fingall the pfalms.

After fome time of conlideraiion, on Auguft 7, following,

the church voted, that when the tunes were difficult in the

tranflation then ufed, they would make ufe of the New-
England pfalm-book, long before received in the churches

of the MafTachufetts colony ; not one brother oppofing this

conclufion. But finding it inconvenient to ufe two pfalm-

books.
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books, they at length, in June, 1696, agreed wholly to lay

afide Ainfworth, and with general conlent introduced the

other, which is ufed to this day. And here it will be proper

to obferve, that it was their pradice frona the beginning, till

O6lober, 1681, to fing the pfalms without reading the line ;

but then, at the nmotion of a brother, who otherv/ife could not

join in the ordinance (I fuppofe becaufe he could not read)

they altered the cuftom, and reading was introduced ; the

elder performing that fervice, after the paftor had firft ex-

pounded the pfalm, which were ufually fung in courfe : So

that the people had the benefit of hearing the whole book

of pfalms explained.

In the fpring of the year 1694, the pallor introduced a

new method of catechifing, (in which he ufed the alTembly's

fliorrer catechifm), attending it on fabbath-day noons, at the

meeting houfe, the males one fabbath and the females an-

other, fuccefiively ; and then preached on each head of di-

vinity, as they lie in order in that catechifm. This courfe

was conftantly attended for more than three years, from fab-

bath to fabbath, till the pallor's difmiilion ; only on facra-

ment days, and in the fhort winter days, and very unfeafon-

able weather, there was a neceffary omilTion thereof. Many
of the congregation ufually heard the fermons preached at

the catechifing, and God flrengthened and encouraged in

the work.

In March, 1694, the church chofe MelTrs. George Morton,

Nathanael Wood, and Thomas Clark, to be deacons of the

church ; and nominated deacon Faunce and Mr. Ifaac Cufh-

man for elders. The deacons were in the fame month or-

dained.

In the fame year, two members of Plymouth church, viz,

Mr. Jonathan Dunham and Mr. Samuel Fuller, had a call,

and were ordained to the work of the mlniftry, the former at

Edgarton, upon Martha's Vineyard, the latter at Middle-
borough ; where a church was at the fame time gathered,

confifting partly of members frpm Plymouth. Mr. Fuller

died about eight months after, Auguft 24, 1695, aged about

66 years ; a great lofs to that place, (fays Mr. Cotton), being

a lincere godly man, and a ufeful preacher. He (before his

fettleraent) had preached to them occafionally above 16 years.

Mr. Ifaac Cufhman, another brother cf this church, was in-

vited to fucceed him ; but he rather chofe to fettle at a

Q^ (No. 1. Vol. iv.) village
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vilkge iince called Plympton, where he had an invitation at

the fame. rime.

His preaching and prefling on a fectlement, and before his^

dciignation to the oFnce cf ruling cider by the church,, bred

fomf uneaiinefs between the paftor and church, their fenti-

Gients being diverfe about the matter. And this (as I un-
derSland) laid the foundation for an after-parting. Thefe
affairs Avere in agitation about three vears, and occafioned

fome confiderable ferment, and the withdraw of fome from
the communion ; and though fometimes the difference feem-
ed to be in a meafure compoled,. it would foon. break out

afrelli : And this difpofed the dilTatisfied (as is common in

fuch cafes) the more readily to lillen to fuch ill reports as

foms raifed of their pafior, which added fuel to the flame.

So. that at length the affair came to a crifis ; a council was
Galled by mutual confent, who took great pains for a recon-
ci,liaticn and accommodation of differences ; but not fuc-

ceeding, they at laff advifed the pafior to aflc a difmiffion, and
the church to grant ir, *' with fuch expreflions of their love

and charity as the rule called for." Mr. Cotton accordingly

religned his office, and at his requell: was difmiffed 06iober 5,

1697, to the great grief of a number in church and rown^
who earneffly defired his continuance. After this, he tarried

fomething above a year in Plymouth ; in which time he
preached fome fabbaths at Yarm.cuth, upon their invitation :

And then having; a call to Charleftown, the chief place in

Soutb*-Carolina, he accepted the fame ; and having made up
all difrerences with Plymouth church, and receiving a recom-
mendation from feveral rainiflers, he fet fail for Carolina/
November 15, 169S, where arriving, he gathered a church,
and was very abundant and fuccefsful in his labours, as ap-
pears from a daily journal under his hand, 'which is yet ex-
tant, (in whrch are the devout breathings of a pious foul,

holding daily communion v.'ith God }. He died there, much
lamented,on the i SthofSeptember, following, i^tat. about 60.
In the fhort time of his continuance among them, there were
about twenty-live members added to the church, (befides

thofc firft incorporated), and many baptized, it being m.uch
of an hca.theniih place before. He liad abundant refpecft

fliown him, efpeci.illy by thofe that were good, and alfo by
fame ihat'wcre great! He was there counted worthy of, and
received double ,honour/ being (through the bleffing of

heaven)
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I ^.eaven) a fpiritual father to great numbers among them. The
church there were at the charge of his burial, and in token

of refpeft credled a handfome monumcrit over his g.rave.

The fame month that Mr. Cotton received his difmiffion,

Mr. Ephraim Little had an invitation to preach to ti^^em,

whofe labours gave general fatisfa^iion ; and after fome time,

they gave him a call ro fettle among them, v.hich he accept-

ing, was ordained 0«£lobcr 4, 1 699, after he had preached to

them near tvvo vcars. TiiC churches aflillin^ at the ordina-

lion were thofe of Weymouth, Marflineld, Duxborcugb,and
the 2d in Plymouth.

This fecond church in the town had been formed about a

twelve-rnonth before, and Mr. Ifaac Cufnman was ordained

their paftor, who afterwards proved a ufcfuh infl'rum.ent of

building up ChriiVs kingdom. This was the fourth church

derived from us, feated at a place lince called Plympton. '

In April, 1699, the church chofe deacon Thomas Fauncc
their ruling elder, to be helpful tq Mr. Little in church af-

fairs ; and he was ordained lo that ofiice by Mefiieurs Little

and Cufnman, October 25, 1699. He lived to a very ad-

vanced age, being in his 99th year when he died, which was

on February 27, 1745,6. He v/as a man of confiderablc

knowledge, eminent piety, and great ufefulnefsj ahvays full

of religious difcourfe.

In May, 1706, this church, and all the chu.i-ches in the

province, had a contribution for the ifiand of St.Chriflcphers-,

which had been lately infulted and ravaged by the French;

The contribution was large, confidering the remotcnefs of

the place, and our little ccnneclion. with it.

February 6, 1707,8, at a church m.eeting, the pailor pro-

pofed to the church the fetting up private family meetings,

in the refpecliveneii>;hbourhoods.in'the town, for familvand

other fpiritual exercifes, vv'hicli was ' approved, a'nd .agreed

upon.

On the 3d of June, 1715, tlie mceiing-houfe here (which

was erected anno 1683} v.'as Itruck, and very m.uch rent, by

a terrible clap of thunder. The lame week, a day of fifting

and prayer was kept upon the account of the^^reat ficknefs

and miortality prevailing in the town, above foity dymg
within a little time ; and behold a gracious God fo far heard

the cries of his people, that the fickncfs abated, and there

was no death for many weeks after. Q that men would

praife the Lord for his goodnefs

!

,
i^T
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In the fpring of the year 171 6, the church unanimoufly

chofe Meiirs. John Fofter and John Atwood to the office of

deacons : But the pallor queflioning the lawfulnefs or ex-

pediency of ordination in fuch cafes, declined it for a time ;

at which the majority of the church being much diffatisfied,

he at laft conceded to give them a folemn charge, but with-

out the impoiition of hands ; which was done accordingly,

with the church's confent, November 11, the paftor begin-

ning with prayer, and the elder concluding.

July 19, 171 8, Ephraim, the Ton of Eleazer Holmes, was
baptized on a faturday at his houfe ; it being at the point of

death, and died about fix hours after. This being the firfl:

inflance of that nature in the town, viz. of any baptized pri-

vately, the paftor fets down the grounds of the proceeding as

follows :
*' I ft-. The child was undeniably a proper fubjedl of

baptifm,(even agreeable to the ancient practice in Plymouth),
the mother being in full communion. 2d, I never could
find that baptifm (viz. the adminillration of it) is any where
in fcripture limited to the fabbath, or a publick aflembly :

And I always had a gre£iter regard to the fcripture, than the

cuftom or pradlice of any minifter or church, &:c."
In or about the year 1717, the north part of the town was

fet off into a diftindt fociety, and fettled Mr. Jofeph Stacey
as their minifter, who lived till 1741. This was the fifth

church fpringing from us. They were made a townfhip
anno 1724, and named Kingfton. After Mr. Stacey's death,

firft Mr. Maccarty, and then Mr. Rand, were fettled in the

miniftry among them.
November 23, 1723, the Rev. Mr. Little died, after hav-

ing been in the paftoral office here about twenty-four years,

and in the 48th year of his age, and lies buried at Plymouth ;

being the firif minifter that v/as buried here, after 103
years fettlement of the place. '' He was a gentleman
*' m.ore inclined to the aclive, than the ftudious life

;

" but yet did a great deal of fervice here as a minifter, being
*' one of a good memory, a quick invention ; having an ex-
*' cellcnt gift m prayer, and in occafional performances alfo
*' excelling. But what can never be fuBkiently commended,
*' was the generofity of his fpirit, and his readinefs to help
^' all that were in diftrefs, &c-" *

# After

=^ This chai-aaer of him is extraflcd from fome manufcript memoiis,'wntten by one cnn-
tenipcrarv with hinJ.

s: ' >



An Account of the Church of Chrijl in Plymouth. 131

After Mr. Little's deceafe, and the minifters of the neigh-

bourhood had taken their turns in fupplying the pulpit, Mr.
Nathanael Leonard was chofen to fucceed him on the r3th of

February, 1723,4 ; he accepted the call March 19, and was

folemnly ordained to the work of the miniflry on the 29th of

July following. The churches fent to, mofl: of which were

aflifting, were that of Taunton, Cannbridge, Scituate fouth

church, Marfhfield, Duxborough, Norton, Plynnouth 2d

church, Pembrooke, Middleborough, Bridgewater north and

fouth churches, and Sandwich.

January 22, 1727,8, the church eleded Mr. Llaviland

Torrey and Mr. Thomas Clark to the office of deacons.

March 1 8, deacon Clark died, and on the 29th of December
deacon Torrey was ordained, with prayer and impoluion of

hands.

December 2, 1731, after feveral years confideration, the

church voted their confent to the fynod'spropolitions in 1662,

relating to the fubjedls of baptifm ; it being ever their prac-

tice, before, to admit only the children of communicants to

baptifm.

January 31,1 733^4, at the motion of the paftor, the church

unanimoufly voted to defire the deacons to catechife the

children between meetings on the fabbath, as foon as the

days were fufficiently lengthened ; to afl^ them four or five

queftions a time, till they had learnt the catechifm thr6ugh.

This the deacons complied with ; and it was found fervice-

able. This pradice was likewife continued the next year.

November 8, 1738, a church was embodied at Montiment-

Ponds, conlifting of twenty-five members from hence, and

Mr. Jonathan Ellis ordained their paftor. This was the 6th

church derived from this ancient church- Mr. Elijah Pack-

ard fucceeded Mr. Ellis there anno 1753, and continued with

them till the year 1757, and they are now as a flock without

a fhepherd.

In the years 1741, 1742, 1743, there were great awaken-

ings, and a remarkable reformation in the town, as Mr-
Leonard has given the publick an account. In the two firlt

of thefe years, thirty-nine -j^ales and fifty-eight females were

received to full communion in this church.

In 1744, a third church was embodied in the town, to

which nine male members were difmifTed by the church ;

and firfl: Mr. Frink, and afterwards Mr. Bacon, were fettled

as
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a^ their pafibrs. This was the fevcnth church that fprang

from us.

July, 1744, the firfl fociety in Plymouth erecSted a new
meeting-houfe, vnich they began to raife on the 17th, and
on the 29th they began to meet in it : Mr. Leonard then

preaching from pfalm cxxii. i, 2, 3, 4 vcrfcs.

, May 2, 1745, Mr. Thomas Foder (Ton of the late pious

deacon Fofter) and Mr. Jofeph BartletjWcrc chofen deacons.

And October 3, 1754^ Mr. John Torrey (fon of that valu-

able and uleful man, deacon Haviland Torrey) was chofen

to that office.

In the fall of the. year 1755, the Rev. Mr. Leonard la-

bouring under many .infirmities of body^ the precindl pro-

cured Mr. Foflcr, a young candidate, for his afnftant three

months ; and after this, Mr. Leonard himfelf preached con-
ftantly till July, 1756, when finding his bodily diforders in-

creafc, he requefted further alTifiance ; and nrft Mr. Reed,
and atterwards Mr. Jackfon, were obtained for fome months.
After this, Mr. Leonard preached but little, and in the fpring

afked a difmiiiiion : The church granted his requefi: upon
certain conditions ; and the precinct having agreed to give

him^^. 160 lawful money, he removed his fam.ily to Norton,
June, 1757. The difmifiion fi'om his pafioral relation to

the church not to be conipleaied, till another minifter was
fettled.

The church, after this, ufed many endeavours for the re-

fcttlemeat of gofpel-ordinances among them, and feveral had
a call for fettlement ; as, Mr. Sprout, Mr. Whitney, &c.
and many other candidates v»'ere heard ; and at lad provi-

dence led chem to the choice of Mr. Chandler Robbins, Oc-
tober 30, 1759. -^^ accepting, was folemnly ordained to

the work of the miniflry, January 30, 1760 ; whom, we
truft, God will make a great bieiTing to us and ours. The
precceding pious and feafonable fermon* (which was very

grateful to the numerous auditory) was preached on that oc-

cafion : And the churches afiilling, were the firll, third and
fourth of Bridgewater, the firft of Rochcller, the firfl of

Plympton, the firfl: of Middlebjry-ough, Abington, Halifax,

Briftol, Taunton, Raynham, Betivley, Milton, and Branford

in "Connecticut colony.

The fame day Mr. Robbins was ordained, the church,

purfuanr.
* This " nccount was firft prihtjed as an nppendix to the ordination fermon by the Rrv,

PhjlemoiT Robbins, of Branford, in Conne£liciir.



• A?t Account of the Church of Chrijt in Plymouth, 13J

piirfuant to agreement, and by the advice of the council, gave

Mr. Leonard (who Vv-as perfonally prcfent, and alTidcd in

laying on of hands) a difmifTion, in the terms following.

" Whereas we have for many years enjoyed the learned, or-

" thodox and godly miniltry of the Rev. Mr. Nathanaei
** Leonard, and he, through bodily indifpofiticn, being in-

" capacitated from further carrying on faid work, and he nov.r

" deliring a difm'iiiion from his paftofal relation to us, and.

" we havmg the advice of an cccleliaftical council now conj^
*' vened in thi^ place,' to grant his requefr ; we hereby figrtify

*^ our compliance, and accordingly difmiis him from his paf-i

" torate over us : At the fiime time: acknowledging it as a

" great favour of heaven, that we have enjoyed his labours fo

" long, viz. for near three and thirty years. In this time we
** have found him a diligent, zealous-, faithful miniiler of
** Jefus Chrifi:, and have great rcafon to be humbled betorc

*^ God for our own unfruitfulnefs, and for God's correcting

'' rod in removing him from us. And we do freely and
*^ heartily recommend him to the work of the miniftry, if

" God fhould reftore his health ; and alfo to the communion
•* of the churches, particularly to the com.munion of the firft

" church of Chrifc in Norton. We defire flill an intereft in

*' his prayers, williing him and his family all bleflings, tem-
'* poral, fpiritual, and eternal."

Signed bv
JoFiN Cotton, "^ In the name
Thomas Foster, ^and behalfof

John Torrey, J the church.

Thus havinp; j^iven fome hiflorical account of this ancient

church, from its firfi: rife till this time, it v.'ill be proper here

to mention a few things relative to its principles and pradices.

I. As to their principles in docftrine, the firll" iettlers in
'

this place profefTed a ftrid: adherence to the confeffion of faith

agreed to by the protefrant churches in France^, Vv'hich was

drawn up by Calvin's own hand ; and which was the iiime

for fubliance (though in a different mode of expreilicn) that

was many years after compiled by the Weftminifter affcm-

bly : Looking upon it as fully agreeing with the fcripturcs

of truth, which they held to be the only infallible ffandard of

true religion, both in doclrine and pradtice.

As for the dodlrines of Arminius, (which began to rake

deep root when they tirfl: fettled in Holland), they had themL

i'n
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in great deteftation. In Leyden, the place of their relidence,

they found the univerfity engaged in daily and hot difputes

about the Arminian doclrines j the two divinity profelTors

being divided in their fentiments ; Epifcopius (Arminius's

fucceffor, who died anno 1609) appearing for them, Polian-

der againfl: them : And the contention grew to that head,

that few of the difciples of the one would hear the other. But
Mr. Robinfon, though he preached thrice a week, and wrote

fund 17 books, befides his other manifold labours, yet con-
stantly attended the ledures of both : By means of which,

he was foon well grounded in the controverfy, and faw the

force of all their arguments, and knew the (hifts of the Ar-
minians $ and being himfelf very able, none ws fitter to

encounter them as appeared by fundry difputes ; fo as he
began to be a terror to the Arminian party ; which induced
Epifcopius, their head, to exert his belt flrength, and fet forth

fundry thefes, which he declared, he would defend by publick

difpute againft all oppofers : Upon which Poliander, the

other profeiTor, and the chief preachers of the city, defired

Mr. Robinfon to difpute againft him : But he being a ftranger,

was loth to engage. Yet the other continuing their impor-
tunity, telling him that fuch was the ability and expertnefs of
the adverfary, that the truth was in danger to fufFer, if he did

not help them ; he at laft complied, and prepares himfelf

againft the time : And upon the day prefixed, he enters the

lifts, and by dint of argument foils the oppofer, fo as to put
him to an apparent non-plus, in a great and publick audi-

ence. And the like he did two or three times afterwards,

upon fuch like occalions : The which, as it caufed many to

praife God, that the truth had fo famous a vid:ory ; fo it:

procured him much refpecl and honour from thofe learned

men, and others, which loved the truth.

2. As to church-government and difcipline, they dif-

claimed the nam.e of Brownifts, which was thrown upon them
by the adverfary ; and were firft called Independents, after-

wards Congregationalifts ; holding the equality of paftors

and churches, and the diftindl right each church had of or-

dering its own affairs, without controul from any fuperiour

authority : Yet ready to hold communion with all churches

profeffing the true faith and worfnip of Chriil:, and to afford

(as well as receive) alTiftance by council and advice, as there

was occafion. We have an early inftance of this, in their s

fending '
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fending mefiengers to Salem, to give the church there the

right hand of fellowfliip at their firft incorporation, anno
162Q, which was the fecond church in the country.

The platform of church difcipline and government, agreed

upon by the venerable fynod convened at Cambridge, anno
164S, was entirely agreeable to their fentiments; and accord-

ing to the model long before laid down by their paftor, Mr.
Robinfon, in his printed works ; although I cannot find that

rhey fent any delegates to that alTembly ; it being chiefly (if

not wholly) compofed of the churches of the Maliachufetts ;

and only Mr. Partridge of Diixborough, out of Plymouth
colony, mentioned as prefent, (whether by delegation from

his church, I "know not), v/ho was one of the committee for

drawing up the platform. Yet Tome of the moil famous in

that fynod readily acknowledge the light they derived from
Plymouth church, in the formation of it j v;hich being the

firft, became a pattern, by which the reft were modelled ;

whofe members being but lately withdrawn from.the church
of England, could not be fuppofed to be fo well Ihidied in

the controverfy, as the other, who wer& of longer ftanding,

and had borne the burden and heat of the day.

The church here had left the communion of the church of

England many years before their coming over ; and this not

fo much upon the account of do6lrine (although they thought

their articles too general and fhort) as upon the account of

difcipline and government and ceremonies. The two latter

they looked upon as relicks of popery, without fcripture

warrant, and encroachments upon the kingly office of Chrift :

And they were much oftended at the laxnefs of the former,

the moft fcandalous being admitted to the Lord's-fupper (as

members of the national church) with little or no r'eftriction.

For this their diftent they fuffered much in their native

country, as has been hinted before ; fome were caft into

prifon, fome befet in their houfes, fom^e forced to leave their

farms and families, &c. infom.uch that they were obliged at

laft to fly the land, and take refuge in foreign countries, where

liberty of confcience was allowed, with the fmall pittance of

their eftates that they had faved from the hands of the op-

prefibrs : And yet even this they did by ftealth ; for if their

defign of going was difcovered, they were ftopped and im—
prifoned, and their goods feized. Mr. Robinfon, with as

many of his people as could get away, arrived in Holland in

R (No. 2. Vol. iv.) 1607,
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1607, ^i"*<^ iv6o8, and firfl fettled at Amfterdam ; and about
-a year after, removed to Leyden, where (having about 300
communicants) they continued near 1 1 years, till the removal
of part of them to New-England. Thus were they driven
to and fro, and tolled as with a tempeft ; having few friends

to comfort them, and no arm of flelh to fupport them ; fo

that (as the record expreffes ir) " if in fome thino;s they were
too rigid. Sec. they are rather to be pitied, confidering their

times and fufferings, than to be blalted with reproach to

pofterity."

3. la regard of the minifrry, they held the neceffiry of
gifts and ftudy, and the great advantage and ufefulnefs of
hunian learning to qualify for the office, and improved men
of an academical education, as they had opportunity, from
their firfl fettlement : But their palior being kept back from
them by the plots of evil men, the necefTity of the times
obliged them to ufe the beft helps they could get : Accord-
ingly the ruling elder, when he wanted afTiRance, ufed fre-

quently to call upon fome of the gifted brethren to pray, and
give a word of exhortation in their publick afiemblies ; the
chief of whom were governour Edward Winflov/, governouy
Bradford, his fon in law, Mr. Thomas Southworth"^ fecretary

Nathanael Morton ; men of fuperiour knowledge and parts,

and of good fchool-learning. But this gives no warrant to

private brethren (however qualified) to do the like in our
days (as fome of our prefent feparates have urged) ; there
not being the fame necefTity, where good miniliers may be
had. Hear the fentiments of our fathers on this head, as

recited in the church records :
'' Though neither all nor moft

" of the brethren of a church have ordinarily received a 2;ifE

*' of publick prophefying or preaching ; yet in defed of pub-
'' lick miniftry, it is nor an unheard-of novelty, that God
" fhonld enlarge private men with publick gifts, and to dif-
*' penfe them to edification : For we read, that when the
" church at Jerufalem were all fcattered abroad, except the
*' apoftles ; yet they that were fcattered went every v.here
" preaching the word. A6ls viii. 5, and xi. 19, 20, 21."

II. In regard of their practices, I have in fome meafure
prevented myfelf, having occafionally mentioned feveral, as

about frequent renewals of covenants, conference-meetings,
catechifing, finging, &c. I would further remark :

I . As to the admifTion of members. The elders firft ex-

amined
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amined the candidates for communion, in private, of their

knowledge of the dodrinal articles of religion ; allowing and

encouraging any perfon to declare his confeffion of faith in

his own way and method. But if any, through bafhfulnefs

or defeci of memory, chofe to have particular queries put to

them, they ufually inquired of their belief, concerning God,

his nature, attributes, the works of creation and providence,

(prefervation, gubernation), the trinity of pcrfons in the

unity of elTence, &c.
Concerning man : His original flate, his apofiacy, and the

tempter to it, the fin itfelf, and the eifedls of it in the curfe on

himfelf and pofterity, inward and outward, here and forever.

Concerning man's recovery by Chrift : His twofold na-

ture, the reafon why God and why man, his three Ofliccs,

and the work of each office ; and the feveral benefits coming
by Chrifl', as juftification, adoption, and fandtification, with

eternal glory. How we come to be partakers of Chrift and

his benefits, namely, by faith ; the nature of faith, the means
to beget and increafe it, and how the word is made effe(f]:ual

to this end : How God prepares the hearts of finners to

believe : How repentance is wrought, and the nature of it.

Concerning the church : Its officers and ordinances ; the

proper end and ufe of baptifm, and who the fubjec'ts of it :

The end why the Lord's-fupper was inftituted, and what is

fignified by the breaking of the bread and the pouring out of

the wine ; what is requifite to worthy receiving ; what the

proper matter of felf-examination. Here it was expected,

that the facramental graces iliould be fpecified, and v.hat

experience they had had of a law and gofpel work upon their

Ibuls.

Concerning the duty of church-members towards one an-

other, as love and holy v;atchfulnefs ; and what is required

in cafes of offence, whether pubiick or private.

Laftly ; concerning the {late of man after this life, the

refurrediion, general judgment, heaven, helL
" 1 know not (fays Mr. Cotton) in thefe thirty years, that

any perfon examined in private by the elders, but did in

fome degree give a fatisfying account of thefe things, though

fome much more fully than others ; and though fome did
>

not prefently give a dircdl and proper anfwer to fome quef-

tions, yet in further difcourfe about it, it ufually appeared ;•

they competently underltood the thincr."

. The
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The elders being fatisfied in private, the method of pro-

ceeding in publick was as has been recited. But they faw

caufe to alter their pradtice in November, ] 705. The ciders

then reprefenting to the church, that the obliging male per-

fons, at their admilTion, to make a perfonal and oral relation,

might be an hindrance to fome gracious fouls, and obllrud'

the growth of the church ; they voted, that a relation given

in, in writing, publickly read, and the perfon ftanding forth

publickly to o\vn it, fhould for the future be as fatisfa<ftory to

the church as if delivered viva voce.

2. Another thing proper to remark is their behaviour

tovvards-the children of the church. When the church pub-
lickly and folemnly renewed covenant, they called upon all

baptized adult perfons to own their intereft in the covenant

of their fathers, and to endeavour to ftir up themfelves in the

ufe of all due means for obtaining the good andbleffings of

that covenant : Which they readily complied with, as has

been hinted ; withal confefling their covenant violations, and
engaging (through the aflillance of God's fpirit) to reform

the evils abounding among them.

And in general, they were very VxriS: in watching over the

children of the church ; dealing with them as with members
in full communion, in cafe of fcandal, requiring a publick

confedion where the offence was publick. Many inifances

of this fort I find in the church records ; as, for evil {peaking,

flandering, intemperance, uncleannefs, felling liquor to the

Indians, Szc. And when they proved obftinate (which was
bur feidom) they were cut off from their relation to the

church. And fome inftances there are of their fending ad-

monitions to the church-feed removed to other places, when
guilty of publick offences, which was of good offedl.

3. Another thing that may be noted, is their method of

voting. The elders called for the votes of the church, fome-
rin^es by lifting up of hands ; fometjimes by iilence ; fome-
tirhes calling upon every brother, one after another, to fpeak

his mind ; fometimes, when divers had particularly fpoken,

afKing if the reft were fo minded, they^ in a more general way
aifenting. Any of thefc methods Vvcre attended, as the elders

thoughp mod expedient. It is alfo to be noted, that in all

church affairs, when the elders called for the vote of the

brethren, they never called for a negative, or contrary vote ;

as judging it would be the uiing of ax or hammer in temple-

work :
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work- : Only care was taken, before the vote M'as called for

in any cafe, to gain the confent of every brother ; and in cafe

any could not adlually vote ;
yet expreding, that they could

reft in the ad of the church, it was fatisf) iiig : And this was

a great prefervative of the peace of the.church.

4. 1 would obferve, that previous to Mr. Little's fettle-

ment, both church and town joined in inviting him to preach

as a candidate, as well as afterwards in giving him a call.

None, it feems, in that day, pleaded for the fociety's right of

fupplying the pulpit, without the church's leading in the af-

fair. And in more ancient days, by fome hints in the church

records, it may be gathered, that the church managed l\\c

whole affair, both of inviting and calling, there being no
mention of the congregation.

5. And iaftly. We may obferve their general regard to

religion and practical godlinefs. For this they were had in

renown, both far and near ; coming as nigh the primitive

pattern of the firft cTiurches, as any church in thefe latter

ages has done, according to their rank and quality.

Particularly, they were remarkable for their ftrict piety

towards God, their ftrong and lively faith, their fervent love^.

their flaming zeal for the divine honour and intereft, their

watchfulnefs and prayerfulnefs, their confcientious regard to

his fabbaths and inftitutions, their delight in his word and
ways, their frequent days of humiliation, readinefs to attend

religious meetings, &c. Which things proved fuch an eye-

iore to fome coming among them, merely upon fecular views,

that they foon withdrew, and turned bitter advcrfaries to the

plantation.

They were likewife eminent for fobriety, temperance, aod
chaftity, for mortification and great felf-denial in regard of

them.felves. And in refpedl of others, how diligent and
fliithful in the difcharge cf relative duties, whether in family,

church, or commonwealth ! Their training up "their famil^ts

in the ways of the Lord ; their circumfpedt watch over their

brethren ; their ftricl juftice and righteoufnefs in all their

publick and private concerns, ought to be had in perpetual

remembrance. Nothing endeared them fo much to the na-

tives, as their impartial regard to juftice, without fraud or

cozenage, in their dealings with them. This (together with

their love and kindnefs exprelTed) linked them fo faft to them,

that they had no wars in their J^orders, till another genera-

tion
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tion rofe up about fifty -five years after their firft fettlement.

Such was their lingle-heartednefs and fincerity in thofe days^

that their word was reckoned equivalent to their bond ; and
they took but little care to tie one another by hand and feal,

in their fales and contradls ; which has given occafion to fo

many law-fuits, and fuch overturns among their poftcrity,

who were pofTefled of another fpirit.

Their fervent love and charity alfo towards their brethren

and fellovz-chriftians flione forth with peculiar luftre. During
their refidence in Holland, they lived together in love and
peace, without any confiderable difference or diflurbance,

but what was eafily healed in love ; infomuch that the magif-

trates of Leyden, about the time of their removal, gave this

commendatory teflimony of them, in reproof of the Walloons
(members of the French church in the city) :

** Thefe
Engliih, (fay they) have lived amiOng us now thefe twelve

yearsj and yet we never had any fuit or accufation brought
againft them ; but your lirifes and quarrels are continual,"&c.
And, after their coming over here, they walked in the fame
ileps. What unity and harmony was there among them 1

and how did their charity, in the midft of their deep poverty,,

abound ; and how ready to bear one another's burdens !

In the firft twelve years after their fettlcment, numerous
objects of charity prcfented, which they were ready to relieve,

even beyond their power. Some (hipwrecked on their

coaffs ; fome vcfTels defiiture of provifions, or moft of their

hands lick ; multitudes landing here, in order to go to other

colonies for fettlement, &c. All met with kind entertain-

ment, for the moft part upon free coil, and fometimes for

months together, &:c. For which, from feveral, they met
with very ungrateful returns. And then their expending
fome hundreds gratis to procure pafTage and provifions for

their poor brethren in Holland (as has been noted) is never

to be forgotten ; as alfo (after their arrival) their giving them
houfes, preparing them ground to plant, and fupplying

them with provifions, &c. above thirteen or fourteen months,
till they have a harveft of their own production. And the

fame charitable difpofition prevailed in after-years, though
there was not fo much occafion for the outward expreffions

of it. About the year 1676, the church and people here

made a large colleftion for the relief of the diflreffed in the

Indian war, in fome parts of the colony. The like they did

ill
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in the eaftern war with the natives, anno 16S9, and fent it to

the diftrefied eaftward. Alfo divers times, there were con»

fiderable contributions for particular families, whofe houfes

were burnt ; and for fundry perfons brought low by licknefs

and long affliction. " This may be truly left on record (fays

Mr. Cotton) that upon any motion of the elders for a con-

tribution on fuch accounts, there was a great readinefs in the
'* people to hearken thereto, and give freely and abundantly :

" The Lord reward it."

Thus having given a fummary account of the principles

and pradices of this ancient church, what remains but to

bring thefe things home to the prefent generation in a brief

addrefs.

Hence, fee what grounds of praife and thankfgiving for

God's wonderful goodnefs to our anceftors. We have abun-

dant caufe to blefs his name for his prefence with rhcm, and
protection over th^m ; for putting it into their hearts to

tranfplant themfelves, over the ocean, into this then hideous

wildernefs ; for keeping them in their way, and preparing a

place for them ; for fettling them here in peace, and pro-

viding for them in their low eftate ; for defending them from
the infults of the natives, and preferving their civil and re-

ligious privileges,' notwithftanding the many attempts of

enemies to overthrow them ; for increafing their numbers,

and cauiing them to take deep root, fo that the land at this

day is overfpread with inhabitants, and thefe once barbarous

regions filled with churches, devoted to the honour and fer-

vice of our great Redeemer. For thefe and innumerable

other mercies (of which we their pofterity receive the bene-

fit) we have caufe to (ing the divine praifes, to the lateft

generation. Divers attempts had been made by both French
and Engliih to fettle thefe American regions before, upon
mere temporal views. But fuch a train of crofTes accom-
panied their deiigns, as that all proved abortive, till this pious

people made the attempt upon better views, and then alt

difficulties vanifh before them. For which let the Lord
have all the glory.

Observations
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Observations on the Climate, Soil and Value of

THE EASTERN CoUNTIES, IN THE DISTRICT OF MaINE ;

WRITTEN IN THE YeAR 1 789. By THE HONOURABLE
General Lincoln.

THE counties of Cumberland and Lincoln, from their

fituation in the centre of the temperate zone ; the pu-

rity of the air ; the frequent gales ; the nature of the foil ;

the height of the lands ; the balfamick quality of many of the

trees in the foreft ; the rapidity of its ftreams ; their exemp-

tion ffom ftagnant waters, poifonous animals, and noxious

plants ; the temperature of the weather in fummer, and the

regularity of the feafons in winter, are rendered equally, if

not more healthy than any part of the United States ; and

probably in this refped they are not exceeded by any climate

whatever.

The fea coafi:, which is about two hundred miles in length,

of which there are the moft accurate maps, abound with fafe

and comrfiodious harbours ; befides which, there is a fecu-

rity given to navigation, by what is called an inland paffage.

Almoft the whole Ihore is covered by a line of iflands, among
which veflfels miay generally anchor with fafety.

There are, in thefe counties, many large rivers, fome of

them navigable far up into the country i and although navi-

gation for large veffels is interrupted by falls, when far up
the rivers, yet above the falls there is a plenty of water, for

fmall craft, nearly to the fource of the rivers, our northern

bounds. From the various branches of thefe rivers, extend-

ing from eaft to weft, and the different lakes and ponds

whence they iffue, there is a water communication, with few

interruptions, from the weftern to the eaftern bounds, acrofs

the country, above the centre of it. By this route, its pro^

dui51:ions may, with the greateft eafe and fafety, and with a

very inconfiderable expenfe, be tranfported to the different

feaports. Until a great proportion of the country (hall be

fettled, there will be but few, if any inftances, where the land

carriage will exceed thirty miles, and never much more than

that diftance.

From the different rivers, water may be drawn for mills,

and all water work ; beiides, many are the advantages, which

arife to a country, through which ffreams of water are fo

liberally interfperfed, as they are in this ; and efpecially when
they
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tbey abound, as many of thefe do, with fifh of different kinds

;

among them are the fahnon, the fhad, the ale wife, and others,

which feek the quiet waters of the lakes, as the only place in

which they can with fafety lodge their fpawns. From this

fource, the inland country may draw a fupply of fifn, equal

to all their demands, if they are not interrupted in their paf-

fage, which are rendered peculiarly valuable, as their annual

return is at a feajon of the year zvhen fiiojl needed^ and when they

can be cured with a very little fait ; fo that a long and free

ufc of them will not be injurious to the health of the inhabit-

ants. The certainty of the fupply adds to its value. Thefe

fijhy as is fuppofed, and of which there cannot, I think, be a

doubt, yetiirn to the fame iscaters^ yearly^ in which they zvere

fpazvned, unlefs fome unnatural obftrudions are thrown in

their way. Whilfl the people inland may be thus fupplicd

with fiifh, the inhabitants on the fea coall may be fupplied

by the cod, and other ground fifh, which are allured quite

into their harbours, in purfuit of the river fifh, and may be

taken with the greatell eafe, as no other craft is necefTary, in

many places, than a common canoe. Great advantages arife,

alfo, to thofc who live on the fea coafl', from the fhell fifh, viz.

the lobfter, the fcollop, and the ckim. To thefe advantages

may be added, thofe which arife from the foreffs being filled

with the moofe and deer, and the waters being covered with

wild fowls of different kinds.

The country, though high, is not mountainous ; and a

great proportion of the lands are arable and exceedingly fer-

tile. In every experiment made within my knowledge,

where the ground has been properly fitted to receive the feed,

it appears to be very friendly to the growth of wheat, rye,

barley, oats, peas, hemp and flax, as well as for the produ6lion

of all kinds of vegetables, and of Englilb grafs. We have

little reafon to doubt, but that apple and other fruit trees

would flourilh there, and that it would produce good or-

chards. There are now many good ones to the northeaft of

thefe counties, in the province of Nova-Scotia. If we can

credit tradition, there were good orchards, a century paff,

within the county of Lincoln, about the bay of PafTamaquady,

which were deftroyed after Colonel Church broke up the

French fettlements at that place.

On the fea coaft, where the lands are thought to be more
indifferent, and iefs fertile, the deficiency is in a degree made

S (No: 2. Vol. iv.) up.
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up, by the large quantities of manure, which may with great

eafe be oStair.cd from the (hores.

The rockwccd is the principal ; it abounds in thefe coun-

ties, and IS an object of great importance. It is a marine

vegetable, adhering to the rocks, lying between high and low

water mark. The border of rockweed increafes in width, in

proportion to the height the tide generally rifcs and falls^

which, in the eaftern part of the county or Lincoln, is from

twenty-five to thirty feet. This rockweed makes a m.oft

excellent manure, is well calculated to bury under the furrow„

or to fpread, in the month of April, on our meadows. A
dreffing of about ten loads upon an acre will laft for three

years. In that period it comes again to perfection on the
,

rock, fo that the returning wants of the lands will find a

continual fupply, from the fame fourcc. After a ftorm, large

quantities of this manure will be found waflied up to high-'

water mark, whence it is eafily carted upon the lands. But

die moit ufual mode of obtaining it, is by pulling or cutting

it from the rocks, and loading it into carts, where that can

be done ; where it cannot, it may be loaded into fcows. The
fupply of rockweed is immenfe, for it generally grows, in.

thefe counties, on all the fhores which are wafhed by the fea ;

and although the lliore, upon a line, will not proliably exceed

two hundred miles in length ; yet, from the indented fliores

of xX\c main, and all the fhores of the iflands, it will be found,

that the fea, in thefe counties, wafhes more than tvvo thoufand

miles of fhore. If we eftimate the border of rockweed to be
one rod in width, taking one place with another, in the

two thoufand miles will be found four thoufmd acres of rock-

weed. I fuppofe that one acre will produce, annually,

twenty loads ; id that, on the whole fliores of thefe counties,

if my effimate is right, eighty thoufand loads of good manure
may be obtained every year from the recks. Belides this,

there are many other marine vegetable fubftances, which
are, from time to time, wafned on the fliores, and which
make an excellent manure. But this is not all the advan-
tage that may be derived from it ; a fait is produced with
great cafe, which is an article of export, being much ufed in

all the glafs manufadtories. It is made with little expenfe,

nothing more being necelTary than cutting the weed from
the rocks, carrying it upon the fliores, and fpreading it until

it fhall be partly dry. A pit is then to be formed, propor-

tionate
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tionate to the quantity you fhall have to burn, lined with
clay ; a fire built in the bottom of it, made with light wood,
and the weed put on. When it begins to burn, you may
keep feeding the fire with weed, until your pit fhall be full

of the kelp alhes, or you have exhaulled your flock of weed.
When you have done burning the fait, which will be run in-

to a body a little like potaflies, it is to be cut out of the pit

and put into cafks ; when fo done it is fit for the market.

From this fait, by a very fimple procefs, two other articles

of exports may be drawn, the marine alkaline falts and the

Epfom falts. For the former, there are great dem.ands in

Europe, and are generally, if not univcrfally, obtained fiom
Spain, called in that country Barilla, which, though obtain-

ed from another marine plant, is of the fame nature.

To return to the article of manures : Befides the rock-

weed, and other marine vegetable fubflanccs, which are ob-
tained from the fea, there are marls of different kinds to be
procured. Bur as this will always be a grazing country, the

manure from the barn yard will be a fruitful fource, whence
large fupplies may be annually drawn.

The lands in thefe counties are eafily cleared, there being

in general but little under brufli. Whilft the hufbandman
is cutting off his timber, and is opening his lands, he may
keep a large ffock of cartle, from the fpontaneous growth of

the wildernefs. In it there is not only the browfe, common
to all wood lands, but a full fupply of common plants, and

many peculiar, I think, to thefe lands, on which the cattle

eagerly feed, and from which they feem to draw equal nourifn-

ment as from common Englifli grafs. The young cattle,

raifed in thefe woods, are equally large v.'ith thofe fed in^our

common paftures ; and cattle for beef fatten exceedingly well

in them. Whilft large Itocks of cattle are thus fed in fum-
mer, from the grafs cut in many parts of the country, on the

meadows made by the beavers, and from the fait marfhcs, a

full fupply of hay may be obtained the very firft year, for

keeping large ftocks of cattle through the winter.

Upon thefe lands are large quantities of pines and fpruce,

fuitable for maffs, boards, fhingles, Szc. This timber may
be rendered verv beneficial to the new fettlers. From this

fource they may find a very ufeful employment in winter, m
fitting the fluff for the market. The eafe with which it is

conveyed thereto, adds to its value, and makes it an object

worthy
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worthy of attention ; care mufi, however, be taken, that this

hufm^Js doth not break in upon the time which jhoiiJd b^ employed

in hiijbandry ; that, byJc Itiers in general, ?m^Jt not befacrijiced to

any other bhje5i zvhatever.

It is a circumflance, much in favour of thefe counties, that

they abound with fo many articles neceflary for building.

The eafe with which the inhabitants in general procure their

timber, their boards, their fhingles, their lime, their bricks,

their clay, and their ftone, frees them from a confidcrable

part of that heavy expenfe, fo much felt, and fo much com-
plained of, by mod people who have experienced it.

Thcfe counties are rendered peculiarly friendly to com-
merce, b,y their local lituation on the Atlantick ocean, and,

from their contiguity to the great fiiliing banks ; for the

fifn, when taken and cured, make a valuable article of ex-

port at all times, and cfpecially with the lumber, with which

the country abounds, and which is rendered more valuable

by its being united in commerce with the fifli ; for it is fo

bulky an article, that it will hardly bear the expenfe of ex-

portation, alone, to a foreign market. Thefe lands abound
with timber, and other neceffary articles for Ihip building,

of which it was thought deficient, until, by repeated experi-

ments, black birch is found to anfwer the purpofe ; many jine

'vejjels have been built of this timber, fent to fea, and proved

not only excellent for the Weft-India trade, but have fold

well in Europe, io that, as they have iron ores among them-
felves, they have every advantage necelTary to conftitute an
independent, commiCrcial people.

The natural and very intimate connexion, fubfifting be-

tween thefe counties and the old counties of the ftate, muft
contribute much to their intereft, while in their infancy ; for

every article they have for fale, they find a ready market.
Even for the wood, which the hufbandman is obliged to re-

move from his land, he receives a conlideration equal, at the

leaft, to the expenfe of cutting it off. From this fource he
may obtain his bread, whilft he is fitting his lands for a

.
crop ; fo that the man, in the habits of induftry and econ-
omy, who fettles near the fea, or upon navigable rivers, with
rwo m.onths provifions, and an ax in his hand, may venture

ro fet down, in this country, with a rational confidence that

he can procure his bread, until he fliall have opened his

lands, fo as to draw it from them.

Some
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Some have affecled to conlider thefe lands as cold, barren

and unpleafant. The old part of the Msirachuictts v\as fo

confidered by fome, in the early days of its fettlemenr, and

reprelentations much to its difad vantage, were tranfmittcd

acrofs the Atlantick ; thofe mifreprefentations had their ill

eifeds, at that time, as falfe reprcfentations have at this day.

It is true, that the eaftern part of the flate is a little farther

north than Bofton ; but all agree, who have experienced

both, that the fiill of the year in the new counties, is equal-

ly pleafant as the fall in the old part of the ftate. Winter
hardly ever fets in until Chnltmas ; and when it com-
mences, there is fuch an uniformity in the weather, that it

is rendered more agreeable, and lefs injurious, than it is when
it is more open and changeable. The fnow feldom or ever

falls fo deep, as to prevent the people from doing bulinefs

with their teams, in the woods, ail the winter. It is faid,

vegetation is not fo forward there, in the fpring, as it is in the

old counties : It may be fo at the beginning of May ; but be-

fore the end of iz, from what I faw the three feafons I was

in thofe new counties, there is very little, if any difference

to be difcovered ; for the progrefs of vegetation is much
more rapid in northern than m fouthern climates. I believe

that there has not been any year, when, upon the cleared

lands, there has not been a full fupply of grafs, for the cat-

tle, by the twentieth of May. As loon as the lands fhall be-

come fully opened, there will not, in my opinion, be any

coniiderable difference between the length of the winters, in

the counties of Cumberland and Lincoln, and thofe in the

counties of Hampfhire and Worcefler.

Some make an objedtion to the country, from a fuppoli-

tion that Indian corn will not grow in it. Admit, for a mo-
ment, this to be the cafe, and confider v^^hy that fliould op-

erate in the minds of any to the difadvantage of the country,

or caufe any anxiety in the mind of a fettler, while he can

be afTured, that his land will produce him good wheat and
rye, both which are raifed in great plenty, and with much
lefs expenfe, than is Indian corn, and are much more bene-

ficial when raifed. If we ihould contraft the value of lands,

capable of producing good wheat and rye, with thofe which
will produce Indian corn only, we cannot hefitate one mo-
ment in pronouncing in favour of the former. None, how-
ever, need be anxious, though llrongly attached to the ufe of

Indian
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Indian corn ; if they really wifh to have it, they may raife a

fupply, by procuring their feed from thofe inhabitants living

north of them, fome of whom annually raife coniiderable

quantities of it.

Some people, who have feen the lands, in the eaftern part

of the county of Lincoln, entertain unfavourable ideas of the

foil, as in many parts they are covered with a white birch,

which growth is fuppofed to indicate that the lands are cold

and barren. Such a conclufion cannot be juftly drawn,

-refpecting thofe lands, for all of them, which have fallen un-

der my particular obfervation, of this growth, were, a few

years lince, covered with a growth of a very different kind.

This is evident, from the rem-ains of trees now lying on the

ground, by which ue learn, that the former growth was a

mixture of the pine, fpruce, hemlock, and different kinds of

hard wood ; and as the remains of the trees appear to be

partly burnt, it is probable that the fornier growth was
deilroyed by fire. In this fentiment v^^e are confirmed, by
what took place about feven years fince, on the bay of Cobf-
cook ; when the fire ran over, and deffroyed the timber, on
three or four thoufand acres in one body ; thofe lands were
covered with the pine, fpruce and hemlock, with fome hard

wood, as black birch, maple, &:c. The fire-weed fuccccded ;

after that, the white birch ; and in a few years, from its pref-

ent appearance, there will nor be any veffiges remaining of

the late growth. The white birch, or rather the yellow-

hearted birch, (for it feems a different kind of white birch from
that which grows in the old part of the flatej, with which
many of thefe lands, near the fea-fliores and rivers, abound,

flourifhes on the high, gravelly hills, equally with that on
the cold, flat vallies ; fo that we cannot any more determine

the value of the foil by the prefent growth, than we can de-

termine it by the fpringing up of the fire-weed ; for the

white birch feems as naturally to fucceed the fire-weed, as

that doth the burning of the lands. It has been found, by
experience, that thofe lands which have been formerly burnt

over, and are now covered with the white birch, are among
the moff valuable of the lands, as they are cleared with m.ore

cafe, and produce better crops than others, when they are

cleared. •

Objeclions have been 'made to thefe counties, on account

of the black flies, and other infedls. It is true, they arc

troublefome
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ffoublefome in the woods, two or three months in the year,,

but they dccreafe in proportion as the lands are opened. Af-
ter a few acres are cleared, little is to be apprehended from
them, and nothing, when the lands arc generally fo. The
fettlement at Machias is a proof in point ; they, a few years

fmce, as in other parts of the new counties, were infelied

with thefe infeds ; but as the lands about the fettlement are

generally improved, they are now as free from them as in

any part of the ilare.

An idea that the lands are generally covered with fogs, has
probably deterred fome from becoming adventurers in them.
The fogs frequently extend over the iflands, and a fmail bor-
der of the main next the fea coafts ; fo that if they were
really prejudicial to the country, a fmall part of it, only, is af-

feded by them. But it remains a doubt whether they are
injurious or not ; people on the iflands are equally, if not
more healthy, than are thofe inland, where they are not ex-
pofed to fogs ; and the foil appears to be equally produc-
tive, at the leaf!:, on them as on the main, and the grain not
more liable to blafts.

As people may, with great propriety, inquire, if this is really

a territory fo valuable as has been reprefented, why has the
fale and fettlement of it been fo long delayed ? and as many
may be ftrangers to the true caufes hereof, I cannot, in jufticc

to the fubjec% omit mentioning fome of thofe, which appear
to me to be the principal ones. Among them may be con-
lidered the very extenfive grants to fmall companies and in-
dividuals : The different claims to the fame lands, arifmg
from a p>artial and vague defcription of fome of them, and
the continual law fuits confequent upon difputed titles, and
the little proOoed difcovered in many inftances of obtaining
a good one : The want of power in the commonwealth to
grant any of the lands lying between the rivers Penobfcot and
St. Croix : The hazard and the fufferings experienced by
the fettlers, from the very frequent wars with the favagcs for
nearly a century and an half, were not only damps on the
fpirits of too many of the fettlers, but deterred others from
joining them : Hence their attention to huibandry, which
fhould have been their chief employment, was diverted, and
they were led into other purfuits, lefs interePcing, though
from them they received an immediate fupply ; fo that their
lands, although the timber was cut off, were neither proper-
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ly cleared nor feeded, were foon over-run with bulhes, fell

thereb) inio cUfrepute, and many of the inhabitants into pov-

errv and want-.

Whrift ihefe counties were labouring under fo many em-
barradmencs, tully feen by the ftate, but of fuch a nature as

could not be removed by government, its attention was turn-

ed, more particularly, to the fettlement of other parts of the

commonwealth ; and by a wife and judicious fyftem, adopt-

ed by it, in felling the unlocated lands therein, at a very

moderate price, in townlhips, and in annexing certain con-

ditions, of fuch a nature as fecured not only a fpeedy fale,

but fettlement. And although the price of the lands was

thereby reduced, yet the fettlement of them, in confequence

thereof, became fo rapid, that in a very fhort time the rev-

enue, arifing from them, amounted to more money than

would have been the value of the lands, had no conditions

been annexed. Large bodies of unlocated lands are of little

or no value to a ftate ; the importance of a nation doth not

arife from the extent of its territory, but from its numbers,

and from the wealth of its inhabitants.

The obftrudions which for a long time retarded the fet-

tlement of the lands, in the counties of Cumberland and
Lincoln, are pretty generally removed, and the General

Court have gone a very conliderable length, in digefting, and
bringing forward a fyftem, which, when compleated, muft
operate much to the intereft of the prefent inhabitants, and
more efpecially to all new fettlers. It muft be a pleafing

circumftance to all perfons interefted in thefe counties, to

know that a large trad of land is appropriated, by the com-
monwealth, to remain as a fund, for the eftabliftiment and
fupport ot an academy, in a part of that country, fo central,

that the whole may be well accommodated : That in the

fale of the feveral townfliips, lands are retained by the ftate

as publick lots, for the fupport of the gofpel miniftry, for

fchools, and other publick purpofes : That a road is to be

opened, at the publick expenfe, through lands unfold, from
the bay of Pafllimaquady to Penobfcot-river : That the

county of Lincoln is, for the accommodation of all parts of

this large county, to be divided into three diftin6l counties.

This event will take place as foon as the people can fupport

the little expenfe of it. And for the prefent accommodation
of the inhiibitants, the General Court have eftablifhed fome

principal
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principal offices, in the lower part of the county, fuch as

judge of probate, and regifter of deeds. Befidcs, as a
farther encouragement to the fettlement of thefe lands, many
of them, by an ad: of the General Court, are exempt from
taxes for a number of years to come. Thefe attentions cf

the legiflature cannot fail of producing confequences bene-
ficial to the whole, as they will promote the fale and fettle-

ment of thefe lands. An event of fo great a magnitude can-
not be accomplifhed with fo much difpatch as our intercft

demands ; for it is with this large tracl of country, as with
€very thing elfe prefented to market, which commands a

price, and a fpeedy fale, in proportion to the quantity offer-

ed, compared with the number of purchafers. It muft be
manifeft to every perfon, who attends to the fubjeift, that

the market is much over done, and that there is no propor-
tion between the quantity offered for fale and the number of
perfons who wifli to become adventurers in them.
From the fituation of aconfiderable proportion of thefe

lands, remote fro:ti the fea, the proprietors will not be able

to realize any thing from them until they (hall become fet-

tled. This event cannot very foon take place, refpedling

all of them, for their limits are very exteiifive, and there are

fuch conftant drains upon our natural growth of inhabitants,

by the large opening for fettlers, and the daily emigrations

from this flate into the ftates of New-Hampfiiire, New-
York, Vermont, and upon the banks of the Ohio. Hence
many of our lands mull remain unfettled, as the property

of the commonwealth, or as the property of individuals, for

fome time yet to come. This period however might be
fhortened, if the ftate Ihould think proper, in addition to

what they have done, for the encouragement of fettlers, and
for the promotion of the fale of thofe lands, to open wide
the doors of the commonwealth for the reception of for-

eigners.

When it is confidered, what large trads of unlocated lands

are now owned by the flate, and that a fpirit of emigration

from it has manifeltly difcovered itfelf ; and when we con-
template the ftate of our publick debt, queftions of very

great importance offer themfelves to the mind, viz. Wheth-
er we ought to proceed further in our prefent line of con-
dudl, hold our lands at the price at which they are now fel-

ling, though we Ihould progrefs flowly in this bufinefs ; or

T {Nq, 2. VoL \\\) whether



152 General Lincoln's OhJervationSy^c,

M'hether we ought to reduce the price of them, fo as ta

make it for the intereft of individuals to become purchafers

of them, though many years may elapfe before they fhall be-

come fettled. Thefe inquiries are interefting in their na-

ture ; and on a juft decifion of theni, much depends ; a tafk

to which I feel myfelf perfe^ly incompetent, and (hall

therefore only cbferve, that whilft thefe lands remain the

property of the commonwealth, the mod valuable tracts

V/2II be engroffed by individuals ; as alfo the moft beneficial

mill-fpots, and the befl" of the timber, which eventually

muft operate much to the injury of the ftate, and to after

fettlers. If thefe lands fhould be fold, the moment they be-

come the property of individuals, they will claim their im-
mediate attention; and no mcafures will be left untried, to ef-

fed an early fettlcment of them, as from a great proportion

of them, nothing can be realized until they are peopled.

As the purchafers will probably be difperfed through the

different parts of the commonwealth, they will have an ex-

teplive influence therein, and thereby havo it in their power
to engage their neighbours as fettlers, and check the fpirit

of emigration from this ftate, fo prevalent in it, and which
operates fo much to its difad vantage. If thefe things are ef-

feifted, they muft be the refult of private exertions ; they

cannot be produced by the ftate at large ; for the benefits to

be expelled from the objedl, are too gener-al to claim the

particular and conftant attention of its citizens.

We have, in the counties of Cumberland and Lincoln-,

a large extent of country yet unfettled ; it muft be for the

intereft of the v/hole to make the terms for fettlers as allur-

ing as poffible, and as light and eafy as they are made by
any of our neighbours. The moment we do this, and the

intentions of government ftiall be fully known, and the value

of the country placed in its proper point of light, we cannot
doubt but the attention of our people will be arrefted, and
fixed upon our eaftern territory ; and efpecially when it is

conlidered, that this part of the commonwealth is healthy

and fertile ; that it abounds with every neceflary of life

;

that it affords many valuable articles for exportation ; and
that hence, and from its local lituation, its advantages, as a
commercial country, are peculiarly great. In this channel,

the induftrious inhabitant will find a ready and a good fale

tor all the furplus of his labours. This confideration will

be
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be a ftrong inducement to economy and induftry ; induflry

is the road to virtue ; it gives health to the body and vigour

to the mind. A people thus fituated, will, from the nature

of things, become well informed and enlightened. None,

therefore, may hefitate to pronounce this a country which

will entail freedom and happinefs to its inhabitants, if they

are not wanting: to themfelves.

Copy of a Letter from the Hon. General Lincoln,

ON THE RELIGIOUS StaTE OF THE EaSTERN CoUNTIES

IN THE District of Maine.

T> e Boftony February lo, 17QO.
Rev. Sir, -^ j > u

MY particular acquaintance with the ftate of the inhabi-

tants in the eaftern part of this commonwealth, ef-

pecially of thofe inhabiting the land upon, and eaftward of

Penobfcot river, and with the evils they fuffer from the want of

a regular, fettled miniftry, will, I hope, apologize to you, and
your brethren of the clergy, for my taking up a matter which
may be fuppofed to belong more properly to them..

There are not more than three ordained miniflers from
Penobfcot river to FaiTamaquady, an extent of more than

100 miles fquare ; and now fo filled with inhabitants, that

the General Court has thought them fufficient in numbers,
and of ability, to conftitute two difiind counties ; and
they are accordingly organized into two counties, by the

names of Wafhington and Flancock.

In the two counties there are 2 1 incorporated towns and
8 handfome plantations ; and the inhabitants are rapidly

increafmg, not only from natural growth, but by emigrations

from the old part of the liate. Mofl of the prefent inhabit-

ants are emigrants from thofe towns where publick worlhip

has always been kept up. They have been in the habit of

attending it, and all the ordinances of the gofpel, and now
feel themfelves unhappy in being in a lituation by which
they are deprived of thofe enjoyments, which they confidcr

important, and effential to a full difcharge of their duty.

In this ftate of mind, many of them eagerly invite every

ffranger to preach among them, who has affu ranee enough
to alTume the charafter of a preacher. Happy would it have

been for thofe people, had there never been any improper
teachers
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teachers among them. They would in that cafe, at leafl-,

have efcaped fome examples poifonous to the mind, and
which have a natural tendency to beget a dilbelief of the

chriftian religion ; to lelTen the evidence of its importance,

and to throw down the barriers between virtue and vice.

Although among itinerant preachers there are many fober,

•well-meaning men, yet they hold nearly as many different

creeds as they are in number. You know, fir, that I am no
bigot ; I hope and trufl 1 am catholick enough ; but I think,

however, that the future happinefs of thefe people depends,

in a great meafure, upon their now being kept right. For

if, from their want of proper inftru6lion at this day, they

fliould be fo unfortunate as to divide into as many fedlaries

as there are families (of which there is danger) the moll un-

happy confequences muft refult ; as in any future day, it will

be next to iniDoflible to obtain that union neceflary to the

fettlement of a regular miniflry among them.

Few, if anv, of thefe itinerant preachers, v\ho are frequent-

ly among them, have authority to adminifter the facraments

of the New-Teftament : Very few, therefore, of the children,

born in that country, are baptifed ; nor has the Lord's-fupper

ever been adminiftered in raoft of the towns and plantations

below Penobfcot. There is great reafon to believe, that,

unlefs fome care is immediately taken to remedy the evil, by
fending regular, ordained miniflers into that country, who
fhall, by their examples of piety and righteoufnefs and be-

nevolence, enforce the truth of the doctrines they teach, the

inhabitants \^ ill acquire, at leafl, an indifference to thofe

important truths, which v ere impreffed on their minds in

tender youth ; and their children will be left in a iituation

fo unfortunate as never to have the means of knowing them.

It is unhappy for our new fettlements that there are fo few
candidates for the miniftry. That circumilance, joined to

the prefent mode of education, and of living, makes it ex-

ceedingly difficult to procure candidates for our infant fettle-

ments. Young gentlemen, at this day, would hardly, as

many formerly did, think of going and fetting down, in the

morning of life, with a people in a new townfhip, and rough it

for a few years with them. There are now fo many vacant

parifhes, in the old towns, that the few candidates find em-
ployment without thofe exertions, which, I am fully in opin-

ion, it would be their intereft to make, and fettle in the new
parifhes. In



Religious State of the Eajlern Counties. ^S5\

In all places they could have a handfome grant of lands,

in the centre of a town ; and although the people might lind

it difficult, the firft few years of their fettlement, to pay them

much money ; yet they would with pleafure, build them a

houfe, and clear their land, which would foon put them into

an independent fituation. Before the clofe of ten years,

their profpedrs, in general, would probably be much more

eligible than that of moft of the minifters in our old towns.

Belides, I cannot help thinking it would be a very plealing

confideration to a young gentleman, who fettles in a new
place, that the people are advancing in life with him, and

that the little hardfhips they may experience, for a few years,

would have a natural tendency to afTimilate them, and

flrengthen their friendfhip.

There is alfo a pleafure which muff, I think, arife in every

mind, on feeing the defart become a fruitful field, and the wil-

dernefs bloffoming as the rofe. Permit me to add one in-

ducement more, which fhould lead young gentlemen of the

minillry into a new country ; that if they have a family ot

children, they have it in their pov,'er to fettle thofe around

them ; a circumftance very important to parents, and efpe-

cially as they approach the evening of life.

Afrer all, as I faid before, fuch is the mode of education,

and fuch are the ideas of the day, that people muft not think

of fitting down in life until they can fupport a certain ftyle of

living. It is hard to perfuade gentlemen of the age of twen-

ty-one of the truth of thofe fads, of which they are generally

pretty fully convinced before thirty.

I hope that no perfon will attribute the M'ant of a regular

minillry, in the eaflern country, to the negled, much lefs

to the difaffeftion of the people; but that they will rather

inquire what can be done to place them in a fituation in-

terefting and important to themfelves, and beneficial to the

community at large.

Suffer me to fuggeft one idea more on the fubjed, viz. that

if a number of candidates for the miniftry be ordained, and
encouraged to go into that country, they might get fome pay

from the people, and travel through the lower counties ;

preach to the people, baptife their children, form the focie-

I'
ties into regular churches, and adminifler the Lord's-fupper.

Thefe things will have the beft effed upon the minds of the

. people ; and bring them into a flate of order. Such young
ordained



156 Mr. Thomfon's Letters relative to Dr. Kippis.

ordained minifters might travel in that country very agreea-

bly for fix or eight months in a year ; they would, I think,

become pleafed with it, and foon get particular fettlements

in it. I have the honour to be. Sec.

B. Lincoln.
Rev. Mr. Little.

Extracts of two Letters from Charles Thomson, Esq^
Secretary of Congress during the Revolution-
War, to the Vice-President of the United States,
relative to Dk. Kippis's Misrepresentation.

(Seepage 85.)

Cjj^
'

Harritouy March <)yi']<)^.

I
DID not till yeflerday receive your letter of the 4th of
February, with the enclofed letter to you from Dr. Bel-

knap, dated January 7, Sec.

Though on reading thefe remarks / could not hefitate a
moment in contradicting theniy becaufe Congrefs never did ex-
prefs a difapprobation of the diredions iffued by Dr. Frank-
lin ; nor did they ever dired: that efpecial care fhould be
taken to feize Capt. Cook, if an opportunity of doing it oc-
curred ; yet I thought it migTit not be improper to paufe, and
try to find from what fource this mifreprefentation fprung.

It is true that in the year following, viz. on the 2d of

May, 1780, Congrefs paffed a new form of a commiffion for

private veflels of war, and new inftrudtions to the comman-
ders ; in which the fhips or veffels with their cargoes be-
longing to the inhabitants of Bermuda, and other veffels

bringing perfons with an intent to fettle and relide within
the United States, are exprefsly exempted from capture ; and
no notice is taken of Captain Cook. But I very much doubt,
whether at the time of p;iiling this adl, Congrefs had any
knowledge of the diredions iffued by Dr. Franklin, and I am
inclined to think that upon examining the difpatches receiv-

ed from him between March 1779, ^"^ ^^^^ '^^'^^> ^^ ^^^^^

appear, that ibey had not received any notice of them.

Though from this adl, in which there is no exception in

favour of Capt. Cook, an inference might be drawn, that

Congrefs reverfed the orders which their ambaffador had
given ; yet, there is nothing in the commiffion or inftruc-

tions.
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tions, nor in any other ad of Congrefs, which will warrant

the aflertions, *' That it was direded by Congrefs, that

efpecial care iliould be taken 10 feize Capt. Cook, if an op-

portunity of doing it occurred ; and that all this proceeded

from a falfe notion that it would be injurious to the United

States for the Engli{h to obtain a knowledge of the oppofite

coaft of America."

With regard to Dr. Kippis's note of his having obtained

the account from Sir Jofeph Banks ; as Sir Jofeph could noE

have given it from his own knowledge, but muft have had

it from others, I am led to conclude, that this has arifen

from miiinformation ; or from fome of thofe fpurious pieces

which were fabricated and publiflied within the enemy's lines,

as adls and refolves of Congrefs, with an intent to vilify

Congrefs, or to anfwer fome hoflile purpofe. I am, &c.
Charles Thomson.

c, Harriton, March in y inac.
Sir, .

'
'^-^

THE day after receiving your favour of February 4, I

wrote the enclofed anfwer. But as my mind has been

fo long withdrawn from the occurrences in Congrefs, and fo

wholly bent on a different objed,* I was not in hafte to fend

it, until I refrefhed my mind hf looking over the journals.

After all the fearch I have made-, and the recolledion I am
mafter of, I fee no reafon to alter it.

I have the honour to be. Sec.

Charles Thomson.
The Vice-Prejident of the \^

United States.
J

Letter from Rev. Mr. Bentley to the Corresponding
Secretary.

•

n -r* -n Salemy 14 May, 1795-
Rev. Dr. Belknap. ' ^ -^

'-^^

Sir,

YOUR ample vindication of our government, from the

hafty charge of Dr. Kippis, induced me to lay before

you, a charge againft the manners of our country. We are

not accountable for the rafh ads of the people ; but a general

infult

fe * Mr. Thomfon has employed himfelf in his retirement in tranjlatir.g the fsptuaglnt ; ani
IjMi making a r.ew tranflation of the Greek T^ejianunt.

^
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infuk to the work of a learned foreigner muft have a caufe

in the influence of publick manners, or publick men.
In the fifth volume of the " Nouveau Di6tionaire Hifto- ^

rique, par une Societe de gens de lettres, 6me ed. Caen, 1 7 86,"

I find that, fpeaking of the Abbe Mably, and particularly of

his *'Entretiensde Phocion, fur le rapport de la morale avec la

politique," it is obferved, " Ce livre rendit I'Abhe de Mably,

li recommendable, que les Polonois, et les Americains, t
eurent recours a fa lumiere.

Then there is a note fubjoined, which I copy.

t " Ce dernier peuple a bien change, depuis, fes fentirnens,

de deference pour cet ecrivain philofophe. Voici ce qu'on

lit dans le Mercure de France, Janvier, 1785, No. iii."

*' Le dernier ouvrage de M. I'Abbe de Mably, y^r/f^ con-

jlitutions dcs Etats Urns de VAmerique^ a revoke les Americains

contre cet eftimable ecrivain. Dans pluiieurs etats, on i'a

pendu en effigie, comme ennemi de la liberte, et de la tolerance.

Et fon livre a ete traine dans la boue. Ce traitment qui

pourra paroitre plus honteux encore pour ceux qui I'cnt

infiige, que pour celui qui en eft I'objet, prouve du moins
que les Americains n'aiment pas qu'on leur donne des avis."*

With every fentiment of refpecl, your devoted fervant,

William Bentley.
* This book (Converfations of Phocion upon the relation of morality with politicks) made

the Abbe de Mably fo refpeftable, that the Polanders anu Americans had recourfe to his

underftanding.

There has fmce been a great change in the fentiments of the laft mentioned people, accord-

ing to what we read in the Mercury of France, January, 1785,
" The laft work of the Abbe de Mably, upon the conftitutions of the United States ofAmen-

ca, has provoked the Americans againft this eftimable writer. In many ftates he was hung in

effigy, as the enemy oi liberty and toleration. And his book was dragged in the mud. This
treatment, which may appear ftill more to the iTiame of thofe who inflidled it, than to him
who receives it, proves, at leaft, that the Americans are not fond of receiving advice."

Note. The Editors of this work do not recoiled any thing

•which could have given rife to the fuppofed infult on the Abbe

Mably ; but are inclined i,o rank it among other European flan-

ders on the United States of America.

Ak
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An Inquiry into the Right of the Aboriginal Na-
tives TO the Lands in America, and the Titles

DERIVED FROM THEM. WrITTEN IN I724, BY THE

Rev. John Bulkley, Minister of Colchester ih

Connecticut;

THE natives' right, as it is commonly called, or the

right the aborigines of this country (all or any of

them) had, or have, to lands in it, is an interefl: which,

every one knows, has not wanted many advocates among us,

efpecially of late years, who have endeavoured to advance

or fet it up as our only valuable title to whatever lands are

in the country 5 fome, perhaps, ading in what they have

done with a real perfuafion of this ; but far the moil", no

doubt, on other confiderations.

For my own part, I have ever thought this a matter more
talked of than underftood, and am ready to think of ihofc,

who are of the above mentioned opinion in this matter, that

they have drank in this article of their faith^.as perhaps they

have many of the reft, without due exam.ination or fearch

into the matter.

I prefume we arc generally agreed there is fuch a thing as

native right, to fpcak in the vulgar phrafe r or a right which

the aborigines of any country^ and confequcntly of this, (or

fome of them at leall:), have, or had, to lands in it, I mean
to particular trads or parcels of it : I fuppofe there are few

that in this point bring them down to a level with the brutal

-race, how barbarous or uncultivated foever they were : And
fure I am, that none will deny it, that conliders that as

there never was any among mankind, even the moft

barbarous, but what were capable of impropriating lands, as

well as other things, fo that among the aborigines of this

country there w-as that found that was fufficicnt for that

end. Yet, notwithftanding, to aflert their right in that

extent that many do, and fuppofe it, without excepting any,

: to extend to all lands in the country, whether cultivated

by them or not, is what I never could, nor yet can, fee any

fufficient reafon for. And though I know to countenance

and give a currency to this opinion, the authority of thofe

truly worthy men that were the firH: fettlers of Englifn

colonies here, as well as that of the fcveral governments in

U (No. 3. P^ol. iv.) tbe
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the country, from the beginning to this day, is wont
frequently to be alleged in difcourfe by our bigots to this

principle, who would bear us in hand they were one and all

of the fame perfuafion, and accordingly accounted no lands

in the country their own till obtained of the natives by
compact, or otherwife ;

yet, for my own part, I could never

think fo diminutively of them, or at leaft many of them, as

to believe they aded on this principle in the regard they

fhewed the natives, and their pretended claim to the country,

by entering into treaties with, and allowing them gratuities

for the lands ; but rather that they ad:ed on prudential

confiderations, taken from their own and the natives*

circumftances.

And as it is an undoubted truth, that the aborigines of

this country, fome or all of them, had right to lands in it,

fo it is equally certain that of what extent foever it was, it

arofe from^ one of thefe two things, viz. cither the law of

nature, or pofitive laws, or conftitutions of their own
(tacit or exprefs) regulating or determining the matter of

property ; one gr other <?f thefe muft give them what they

had. And by confequence, nothing with any certainty cart
j

be determined upon the extent of the claims or properties^

of any fingle perfon or number of them, till firft it be
determined what their condition was, whether they were a

people in the ftate of nature, and fo had only what the law

of nature gave them ; or had quitted that ftate, entered into

communities, and by compadl one with another, and
poiitive conftitutions of their own, (tacit or exprefs), had
fixed the bounds of each community refpedlively, and fettled

ordetermined the matterof property in land within themfelves

feverally : And in cafe this laft be found, viz. that they had
entered into communities, and performed thofe confequent

a6ts, further it muft be determined where the bounds of each
community refpeftively were, and what difpofition or
fettlement the laws of each fociety or community made of

the lands within their limits feverally. Thefe are things

which perhaps few of thofe, who have appeared with fuch
heat and zeal for the forementioned principle, ever thought

of ; yet I am well aflured there is no intelligent perfon bur
will readily grant, that, till thefe things are determined,

nothing, with any certainty, can be known or refolved upon
the extent of the claim or property of any among them,
whether ftngle perfon or community. And
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And becaufe diverfe pciTons are of different fentirnents

an this matter, viz. what the condition of the perfons, I am
now fpeaking of, was, as to this, at the time of the firft

accefs of the Enghfh to the country, when fuch large ixz^ls

of land are fuppofed by fome to be obtained of them ;

fome being of opinion they were a people in the (late of
nature, others that they had quitted that ftate, entered into

communities, and put on fome form of civil policy, &c.
And becaufe, as I faid, nothing can be determined as to the

extent of the right or property of any of them, without a

determination of this matter ; although I fliall not prefume

upon an umpirage of it, yet fhall examine each of thefc

hypothefes, and on a fuppofition of the truth of both of them,

feverally, fhall fhew what can be determined upon the extent

of the rights or properties of any of them ; which, w hen I

have done, I am prone to think, that thofe who, with fuch

confidence, and to the no fmall harm and injury of their

country, have appeared on the fide of the forementioned

extravagant principle, will fee they have not fuch evidence

of the truth of it, as perhaps now they think they have.

I take it for granted, and think it needs no proof, that as

all men are, and ever were, born free, equal, and independent,

as to civil fubjedlion or fubordination, fo there was a time

when the flate of nature obtained in the world.

This ffate of nature is a flatc wherein men, not having

any common, eftablifhed, pofitive law, (tacit or exprefs),

or judicature, to appeal to, with authority to decide

controverfies between them, and punifh offenders, every

man is judge for himfelf, and executioner.

" Thofe who are united into one body, and have a common,
" eftablifhed law and judicature to appeal to, with authority
*^f to decide controverfies arifing between them, and punifh
<' offenders, are in civil fociety one with another ; but thofe

who have no fuch common appeal, I mean on earth, are

ftill in the ftate of nature, each being (where there is no
other) judge for himfelf and executioner." See Locke's

Treatife of Government, page 247, and afterwards page 280.

Accounting for the defeds of this ftate, he fays,

I. " There wants in it an eftablifhed, fettled, known law,

" received and allowed by common confent, to be the
** ftandard of right and wrong, and the common meafure
*' to decide all controverfies arifing between men. For

" though

ft

<(

<t
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*« though the law of nature be plain and intelligible to all

*' rational creatures, yet men, being biaffed by their intereft,

*' as well as ignorant for want of ftudy of it, are not apt to .

" allow of it as a law binding to them in the application of
*' it to their particular cafes.

2. '' In the ftate of nature, there wants a known, indif-

V ferent judge, wi^h authority to determine all differences

*' according to the eftablifhed law ; for every one in that

•^ ftate being both judge and executioner of the law of
" nature, men being partial to themfelves, paffion and re-

*' venge are very apt to carry them too far, and with too

f much heat in their own cafes, as well as negligence and
" unconcernednefs to make them too remifs in other men's.

3. ** In the ftate of nature, there often wants power to

«^ back and fupport the fentence when right ; and to give

" it due execution, they who by any injuftice offend, will

" feldom fail, v,'here they are able, by force, to make good
" their injuftice. And fuch refiftance many times makes
'* the puniftiment dangerous, and frequently deftrucTtive to

" thofe who attempt it." Thus that great man.
In a word, in this ftate, as men have no other law than

that of nature or reafon to be the meafure or ftandard of

right and wrong, and are without any common fuperior on
earth, with authority to decide controverfies, and a force or

power to execute his fentences, to whom they might appeal

when difputes arife, fo every man has right in himfelf both

to judge of the tranfgreflions of that law, and punifti them as

far as he is able. And from this {hort account of this ftate,

it is eafy to fee both what it is, and wherein it dift^ers from a

ftate of civil fociety ; for whereas, in this ftate, men have no
other law than that of nature, and every man has in himfelf

right to judge of, and punifti, the tranfgreffions of that law ;

in that of civil fociety, there are other laws for a meafure or

ftandard of right and wrong, and this right of judging and
executing is given up, by every individual, into the hands of

the community ; for which reafon, in this ftate all private

judgment, in any matters, ceafes, and the community is

umpire, and by fettled, ftanding laws, made by themfelves,

indifferent, and the fame to all parties, and by men having
authority from the community to execute thofe laws, decides

alfdifterences that happen between any particular members,
concerning any matter of right, and punifties all oftences

with fuch penalties as the law has eftabliftied. Now,
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Now, on the fuppclition that the aborigines of this coun-

try, before and at the time of the firfl: difcovery and plant-

ing of it by the EngHfh, were in this ftate, and not to be

confidered as having put on any form of civil policy, let us

inquire what can be determined concerning the extent of

iheir rights to lands in it : And here it muft be confidered,

ihat during the continuance of this ftate with any perfons,

"though all have a right or claim to the earth, as well as all

Mother things made for the ufe and comfort of man, by virtue

of the grant of the Moil High, the great proprietor of the

world, whereby, as the pfalmift fays, he has given the earth

10 the children of men ; yet as by that they are made but

commoners in them, and can claim only as fuch, fo there is,

. I fuppofe, but one way whereby any particular perfon can

begin a property in any thing, be it land or any thing clfe,

exclulive of the reft of mankind, and this is by adding to it

fomething which is his own ; for inftance, his labour, which is

^ his alone, and no one elfe has any right to. Thus, in this ftate,

the law of nature or reafon, to which alone men are fubjecf,

and which gives them whatever they have ; this law, I fay,

makes and allows the land a man tills and fubdues, to be his

peculiar property : By his labour, which is his own, (and no
man elfe has any right to), beftowed upon it, he does, as it

were, enclofe it from the common ; and that deer, or hare,

or fruit, a man fpends his time and ftrength in the chafe and
gathering of, it allows to be his property : He does thereby

. lake them out of that common ftate wherein nature had
^ made them. Worthy to be inferted here are the words of

that great man* before mentioned :
*' Thus," fays he,

?* this law of reafon makes the deer the Indian's who has
** killed it ; it is allowed to be his goods, who has beftowed
f^ his labour upon it, though before it was the common right

of every one." He adds, *^ Andamongft thofe who are

counted the civilized part of mankind, who have made
and multiplied pofitive laws to determine properly, this

original lav/ of nature, for the beginning of property in

what wa§ before comm.on, ftill takes place ; and by virtue

thereof, What fifli any one catches in the ocean, (that great

and ftill remaining common of mankind), or what amber-
'^gris any one takes up here, is, by the labour that re-

f* ,moves it out of the common ftate nature left it in, made
*' his property who takes that pains about it." Thus he.

* Mr. Locke.

<iC

<(
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Indeed, after any portion of the earth, or any thing elfe, i«

by this means taken out of the common ftate it was in be-

fore, and a property is begun in it, this ftate of nature feems

ro admit of other ways of fixing a property in the fame thing

or things by others : Thus, in this ftate, that land or other

thing 1 began a property in, by my labour, may become
the property of another man, by gift or purchafe, as well as

in a ftate of civil fociety : But labour only feems to be the

thing that begins property, and firft takes things out of

their common ftate. As in the beginning, before men
entered into fociety, this was the beginning of it, (Cain and

Abel had their right of property, the one in the lands he
cultivated, the other in the flocks he kept, from their labour

fpent on them), fo it is, ever ft nee, where the fame ftate of

nature obtains, nor can it be begun, that I can fee, other-

wife.

And to this voice of the law of nature, viz. that labour in
|

this ftate fliall be the beginning of property, feems well to

agree the voice of God himfelf, in the gift or grant he made
of the earth, the creatures and produdions of it, to mankind.

Gen. i. 28. Where we find that cultivating and fubduing

the earth, and having dominion^ arc joined together ; there-

by affuring us, that, as in that gift he then made of it in

common to men, he did not defign it fhould ferve to their, J

benefit aod comfort only by its fpontaneous productions ;

but that it was his will, that by art and induftry, in fubdu-

ing and cultivating of it, they fhould draw ftill more from

it, fo that this fhould be their title to it, at leaft during the

continuance of that ftate of nature, and till, by politive con-

ftitutions of their own, the matter of property fhould be

otherwife determined and fettled.

And if this be true, as I think it is, viz. that in the be-

ginning of the world, before men entered into fociety, and {o

in all ages and places fince, where the ftate of nature ob-

tains, and there are no pofitive conftitutions (tacit or ex-

prefs) regulating the matter of property, this is the only

way of beginning a property in things, be it land or what

elfe you pleafe, it feems no way difficult to determine upon
the extent of men's properties during the continuance of

this ftate of things among them ; for this being the caufe

and original of all property, muft be the meafure of it too,

whatever ways of fixing a property in things, thus firftly

impropriated
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impropriated, may be confequcnt upon it : As far as labour
extends, and things by that are taken out of the common
ftate nature left them in, fo far the right of property muft
extend, and no farther ; what is beyond this, mufl: remain
ftill in the fame common flate it was made in. And fur-

ther, at the fame time reafon forces us to conclude that as to

a right of property, in land particularly, it cannot be of
great extent during men's continuance in this flate, at Icaft

fo long as they continue their (imple, mean, inartful way of
living, are mainly fed and clothed with roots, fifli, fowl, deer,

Ikins, &c. the fpontaneous produd:ions of nature, and have
thofe provifions of it in fuch plenty that want does not
oblige them to cultivate or till the earth. While things
continue thus among them, what temptation can they have
to impropriate much, efpecially if at the fame time the
necelTary utenfils, fuch as ploughs, hoes, axes, &c. are want-
ing, as we all know was the cafe with the aborigines of this

country before the arrival of the Englifh to it.

And now, from what I have thus faid concerning the
way of original or primary impropriation in the ftate of
nature, it cannot be difficult to determine of the extent of
the properties of the aborigines of this country, or any of
them, in land, at the time of the accefs of the Englifh to it,

on the fuppofition of their being in this ftate ; inafmuch as
it alFures us their labour or improvement was the meafure
of it. And to inftance in the Moheags in particular, or
any of them, concerning whofe pretended claims there has
been fo much noife and ftrife in the country, which even
to this day is not ended, what has been faid afTures us that
on the fuppofition of their being in this ftate at that time,
inftead of fuch large territories they have been ignorantly
(as well as knaviftily enough to doubt) thought by fome to
have, they had really good right or title but to here and
there a few fpots of it, viz. only to fo nnuch as by the means
abovementioned they had feparated and enclofed from the

,

reft of the country. I fhall not prefume upon an umpirage
;

in this matter, by faying they were doubtlefs at that time in
the ftate of nature. I remember what the judicious Mr.
Hooker, in his learned Treatife of Ecclefiaftical Policy, lib. i.
fei5t. 10. fuggefts concerning the defeds of polities civil in.
their beginnings, in the more early ages of the world ; and*
perhaps it is a diffxcuk thing to fix the bounds between the

ftate
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Hate of nature and that of civil policy, or fay how far the

rights of the law of nature muft be given up, or retained, by*

perfons, in order to their belonging to the one or the other

;

yet thus far I fhall venture to fay, viz. that if what has been
faid, defcriptive of this ftate of nature, be true, as I think it is,

and if withal we may make a judgment of the cuftoms and
way of living of the perfons I am now fpeaking of, at that

time, by the cuftoms and manners of the more uncivilized

part of their furvivors at this day, who, I imagine, may
reafonably be thought the liveiieft images of their anceftors,

and moft to retain their cuftoms ; if we may do fo, I fay,

the probability fecms to lie on the aftlrmative fide, viz. that

they were, with their brethren in Peru, Florida, Brafil, &c.
beforementioned from Acofta, to be ranked with thofe in a

ftate of nature.

Who, that is not a (Iranger to them, will fay the foremen-

doned efTentials of a ftate of civil policy are to be found

among them ? That they have any eftablilhed, fettled, com-^

mon law, received and allowed fo much as by a tacit confent,

to be the ftandard of right and wrong, and the common-
meafure to decide controverftes arifing among them ? And
herewith, a known, indifferent judge, with authority to'

determine differences according to this eftablifhed received

law ? Who knows not that an attempt to find thefe things'

among them, is like a fearch for the living ameng the dead ?

And that when controverfies arife among them, without a-

reference of the matter to the decifion of any common um-
pire or judge, eyery one looks on himfelf as vefted with the

rights of the law of nature, and accordingly is judge for

himfelf and executioner ! This every one knows is the com-
mon, uninterrupted prad:ice of thofe of whom I am now
fpeaking, and what is accounted reputable and laudable

among them, in all difputes where the contending parties

are capable of it, and in fuch as ifTuc in the death of either of

them ; confonant to the fame law, the neareft relative or

relatives of the flain look on themfelves as the perfons con-

cerned to do juft ice on the murderer, and accordingly fail

not to watch all opportunities, till at length, by furprife or

violence, they compafs it, and by the gun, hatchet or knife,

end the controverfy.

I think I am not injurious, in this account, of the prefenc

ftate of things among thofe of our natives, as we call them,

I am
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I am now fpeaking of ; nor can I fo much as fufpecfl a cen-
fure for it, lince it is no more than what nloft, that are not
Itrangers to them, know. The tragical end of Mahomet,
eldeft fon, as I take it, to Owaneco, with the like tragical

ftccafion of it, is yet frefh in our memories, and it is needlefs

for me to relate : And who knows not that that was but one
inltance of that jiiftice which is as frequent among them as

there is the like occafion ? This, every one, I think, muft
• fay, looks very much like the ftate of nature, (if the fore-

tnentioned account of it be true) ; and if it be not an
evidence of its obtaining among a people, is at leaft an evi-

dence of fuch an imperfed: ftate of civil policy as borders

very near upon it. And if it be fo with thefe now, we have,

I believe, reafon to conclude the condition of their anccftors,

living at the tirtie of the accefs of the Englilh to the country,

and before, was not better ; for who can think that thefe

their prefent furvivors are more degenerate, and farther

removed from a ftate of civil policy, than they were ? For
rny own part, I have ever thought, on the other hand, that

even the main of that fhadow of it, which is now amortcc

them, is of later date, alTumed by them partly from an hu-
mour of conformity to us their new neighbours, and partly

for other reafons, and not a continuance of ancient, im-
. memorial cuftoms among them.

Nor is it, as I conceive, any conclufive evidence of the

Contrary, that they lived in fome fort of fociety of neighbour-

hood, and had their chiefs or fuperiors among them, whether
they were fuch as were fo by nature and age, or by eleLT:ion ;

jince the flate of nature, though it banifh or implies an
£[bfence of all inequality among men, as to civil authority

or jurifdicftion, yet does not exclude all inequality whatfo-

ever. The Hate of nature is a ftate of fubje6lion to the

didtates and diredlion of the law of nature ; which law is fo

far from banifliing all inequality or fubordination among
men, that it ordains it in divers inftances of it, particularly

in the relations of parents and children, hulband and wife,

captain and foldiers. Right reafon, which is this law, fays

there Ihall be fubjed:ion and fubordination. Thefe inequal-

ities, therefore, are no ways in :onfifi:ent vtith this llate, nor

of themfelves evidences it does not obtain among any. And
thefe, I think it not improbable, were the only inequalities

or fubordinations among the perfons I am no\i' fpeaking of,

W {No. 3. Vol iv.J at

i
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at this time, and perhaps ever bef^re. Their chiefs or fu--

periors feem to have been either fuch as were fo by nature

or age, ancient fathers, or military heads, chofen by them

to lead them out againft their enemies. Thus where fami-

1-ies among them happened to be numerous, continued entire

together, and thought themfelves fufficient to fubfift by
themfelves, without uniting with others, (as was oft the cafe,

no doubt, in that day, when there was no want of land ; all

the country, excepting here and there a fpot, was an uncul-

tivated wildernefs, all proviiions of nature accomm.odate to

their plain, mean, inartful way of living, were in great plen-

ty, and nothing found to give price to them farther than

this did, and confequently temptations and occaiions of

flrife or contention among them were few and rare, during

this day or time, I fay), the fathers of fuch families in fuccef-r

fion feem to have been their only fuperiors or chiefs, and by
the exercife of their paternal authority (to which fuch fami-

lies had been aecuftomed) maintained the little order was
among them. They feem to have been their captains or

leaders too; when occafion required, unlefs by reafon of

fome defed of body or mind they were incapable of it. But
when the cafe happened to be otherwife, as no doubt it

often did, and divers families faw a neceffity of uniting

together for their better fecurity againft foreign force, their

fuperiors or chiefs were by eletiion, and feem to have been
chofen by them for no other end than to be generals of their

armies, as among their brethren in Peru, &c. beforemention--

ed. Nor do they feem to have had but little, if any domin-
ion at home, in times of peace. In this refped, they feem
(if the comparifon may be allowed) to be like the judges in^

Ifrael of old, who certainly were little, if any thing, more
than generals of their armies.

Thefe, I am much inclined^ to rhink, were the only
fuperiors or chiefs they had among them, and which, per-
haps, by an abufe or mifapplication of the term, fachem,
(which probably, in its original fenfe, intends no more thaiT

a chief father or captain), have in later times gone by the
name of kings or civil heads. And though perhaps fome
will fay, this is all but conjedlure or chimera, and as fuch
only to be regarded

;
yet I muft tell them, I cannot bur

much incline to this opinion, and think I fhall do fo till I

can fee fome further evidence of the clTentials of kings in

them
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rthem than ever yet I did, and can believe that there is {o

much of fpell in that title or epithet that the bare applica-

cation of it to a perfon is fufficienr, without any thing elfe,

to make him in fadl fo. , But whatever may be the truth as

to this, and on which fide foever thofe who are judicious,

and more learned in thefe things than I, may rcfolve the

matter, yet fuppofing what I have difcovercd, as my pre-

vailing opinion in the cafe, to be truth, and that after all

the honours done their chiefs by the glorious titles of kings,

emperors, allies, &c. they were but chief fathers or captains,

and really in the ftate ofnature with the reft of their brethren,,

I think it is pretty clear the properties of any or all of them
,
in lands were of no greater extent than has been above ex-

iprefled, and confequently vaftly fhort of what, by ii^any

wanting probity and itn^Cj we have been born in hand they

tvvere.

I come now to confider the fecond hypothefis, viz. that

liow defecflive or wanting foever their ftate might be, as to

the forementioned requifites of a ftate of civil fociety ; and
though, judging by what was generally pradlifed among
themj, (every one retaining in his own hands the rights of the

law of nature), they feem to have been in that ftate, yet that

they had really quitted it, entered into communities, and by
compad:, and at leaft tacit conftitutions of their own, fettled

the matter of property, both with their neighbours refpedl-

ively, and feverally among themfclves ; and that thefe fore-

mentioned cuftoms, with others of the like nature arguing

the ftate of nature, obtaining among them, were rather from
a defecl in cftablifhing proper methods for the execution of

their laws, than evidences that they had none.

I have already expref&d my fentiment in this matter,

which, whether it be right or wrong, matters not as to

what is now before me, which is to conftder this opinion,

and fee what (upon a fuppofition of the truth of it) can be
x3etermined upon the claims or pretenfions of any of them to

lands in the country. And I am pretty well afliired this

opinion, (how fond foever our bigots to native right are of

it, yet will lefs ferve that intereft, at leafl in the prefent day,

than the former ; in as much as on a fuppofition of it,

though it muft be allowed they had a common property,

confidered as communities or politick bodies ; and befides

this, that fome or all the members of each community
refpedively
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^-efpcdtively had feverally particular properties of their own,
exclulive of the reft of mankind, yet) all becomes fo per-

plexed and in the dark, and fo many difficulties inextricable,

at leaft in the prefent day, unavoidably attend all, that

nothing certain can be determined upon the properties of

any of them, whether communities or particular perfons ;

I Ihall give fome evidence of this, when I have premifed

this, viz.

That allowing it to be true, that they had quitted the ftate

of nature, and put on fome form of civil policy, yet it doe§

not from thence neceilarily follow that lands were brought

under the regulation of compad:, or any pofitive conftitu-

tions pf their own, (tacit or exprefs) ; or that they were

held by them any otherwife than as in the ftate and by the

law of nature. Certam it is, there is no neceffary connexion
between thofe things ; the former does not infer the latter.

A people may put on fome form of policy without any de-

termination of the matter of property in lands, whether by
compadt with neighbouring polities, or any politive confti-

tutions of their own. And, for my own part, I never yet

faw any fufficient reafon to conclude there was any thing of

this nature done by them before the arrival of the Englifti

here : Nor do I think it will feem probable there was, tQ

any that confiders their poor, mean, barbarous way of living,

the great plenty of all the provifions of nature that required,

the very little ufe they made of the earth further than to

walk upon it, together with their want not only of that com-
munication with other parts of the world, but of any thing

among themfelves that might give a value to the provifions

of nature over and above what their own necefiities did.

Their way of living the poet well defcribes ; when account-
ing for the golden age, he tells us of men then,

Contenttque cihis nulla eogente creaks,

ylrbuteos falui, inontanaque fraga legclant ;

Cornaque et in dur'is harent'ia mora rultth,

Et qua: dtciderant patula Jovis arbora glandes.

And men themfelves contented were vvith plain and fimple food.

That on the earth, of nature's gift, without their travail flood,

Did live by refpis, lu'pps and haws, by cornets, plums and cherries,

By fioes and apples, nuts and pears, and loathfome bramble berries.

And by the acorns dropc on ground from Jove'd broad tree in field.

Certain
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Certain it is, nature prepared the main materials of their

iubfiftence, without any art or lahour of theirs ; they had
.•but little more to do than to catch or gather what they had

provided for them. And during this flate of things among
^ny focieties of men, of what confideration or value can land

t>e to them, efpccially when thefe fpontaneous provifions of

nature, in all places, are in fuch abundance that there is no
danger of want, and all means of communication or trade

with othcrparrs of the world, together with the ufe of money,
.among themfclves, (which things might impair their ftock

of provifions, and give a value to them over and above whan
their own neceflitics did), arc wholly wanting, as we ail know
was the cafe with the aborigines of the country ? Surely it

could not be of fuch value to them as to put them upon a

partage or impropriation of it farther than was done before

by the law of nature. Let us fuppofc an ifiand fo feparat-

^d from the reft of the world as to be under an utter im-
pofiibility of any commerce with it ; wherein there w-erc

inhabitants embodied together in civil focieties, yet living

almoft entirely on what nature prepared to their hands, and

fo difproportioned in number to the quantity of their pro-
vifions that after their confumption of what was needful for

them, there remained enough for perhaps ten times the

number, and at the fam^e time nothing in the ifiand, either

becaufe of its commonnefs or perifhablenefs, fit to fupplv

the place of money ; what inducement could fuch focieties

have, by any compa6l, either Vv'ith one another, or among
themfelves refpcdlively, to fix a property in lands, beyond
what was done in the way before mentioned by the law of
nature, for my own part I cannot excogitale any. And
who knows not that this was the very cafe with the perfons

I am fpeaking of, before the arrival of the Englifii here.

For this reafon, I think it highly probable, yea next to a

certainty, that fuch lands only as their poor way of living

rendered their tillage of necelTary, (and how fmall a part was
this, compared with the reft: of the country) ? they put any
value upon : The refl: they looked upon as of no more price,

nor advantage to be impropriated, than the air they breathed

in : And therefore, like other things of the like nature in all

communities, lay negleded in that common fiate wherein
nature left it. Nor let this be thought ftrangc, fince, from
divine revelation itfelf, we have pretty good afiTurance, that

it
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it is no more than was common in the more early times of
the v/orld : There we find that in thofe days men did not
always, immediately upon their entering into fociety, fee

out the bounds of their diftind territories, and by laws
within themfelves refpeiflively fettle the matter of property ;

but fuffered a great, may I not fay the greateft part of the

land ? to lie in the fame common ftate it was in before.

Even in Abraham's time we find men wandered up and
down with their flocks and herds, freely and without mo-
ieftation, feeking paftu.re where they liked beft ; and that

Abraham himfelf did this in a country where he was a ftran-

ger, and there were many kingdoms or communities of men,
and they not new:ly formed neither. Which to me feems a

pretty good evidence, that at leafl: a great part, yea probably
the greateft part, of the land lay in common, that the inhabi-

tants valued it not, at leaft fo far as to think it worth their

while to come to a partage of it, and fix their refpeclive

properties in it : The reafons of which, no doubt, were their

rude, mean, inartful way of living, feeding and clothing

ihemfelves mainly with what nature prepared ; in whicbi

preparations, .as they were in great plenty, fo probably they

had no money, or any equivalent of it, that might give a

value to any thing above what their way of living did.

I make no doubt there are thofe who will not fciTjple to

fay, the contrary to this is evident in the aborigines of this

country, and that in faft they had, by compaft and confti-

tutions pofitive, (tacit or exprefs), fettled the matter of

property in lands, each fociety with its neighbours, and
among chcmfelves fcverally : But be it fo, I think it is prob-
able, it not m.ore than fo, from what I have faid, that they

had not ; and though I fuppofe I know the reafons on which
they may fo alTert, as well as they, yet as J think they wili

fcarcely weigh in the balance with the evidence to the con-
trary given above, fo defire to fee fome further and better

reafon for it before I believe it. It is very true, that when^
after the arrival of the Englifh here, by converfation and
commerce with them, they were made fcnfible of the value

of the money they brought with them, and made tender of
for land, they could not then but fee that the lands beyond
what they improved, and fo held by the law of nature, might
be very profitable to them ; and on this, I doubt not, they

were full enough in their aifertions of this nature, viz. that

by
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hy compad and conftitutions of their own, they were entitled

to fuch and fuch limits refpcdively ; but this, I think, can

carry with it little evidence of the thing to one who knows

what they were, and withal confiders \vh?.t is univer-

fally obfervable in their pofterity, at this day, when fuch a

temptation is laid before them. To all-which I may add,

what I fuppofe comes pretty near a demonfrration in the

cafe, viz. their palpable contradidlions one of the other in

their pretenlions, or the accounts they gave,, on this occa-

(ion, of their refpeclive claims or properties ; one fachem or

community often claiming what another did. This who
knows not to be fad: as to lands in this part of the country,*

where the claims of Hiums, Uncafs, and Sannup, are found

to interfere ; the confequence of which has been, that per-

fbns claiming under them, have endeavoured each one to fet

up his title in oppoiition to the other, to the no fmall ex-

penfepf time and money, as well as hurt to the publick.

Now fuppoling this to be fo, it is evident the hypothejfis

or opinion of their having quitted the ftate of nature, and
put on fome form of policy, merely, does no fervice to the

intereft the zealous affertors of it endeavour to advance by
it, does not extend native right one inch farther than the

former opinion did : For the unavoidable confequence of it

is this, viz. that as no focieties of them had any common
right or property, as fuch, fo neither had any particular

member of thofe focieties any, by virtue of any pohtive con-
ftitutions, or otherwife than by the law of nature ; and that

fetting alide here and there a fpot, this or the other perfon

or perfons improved, and fo impropriated and held by the

iav/ of nature, all the reft of the country remained in the

fame common ftate wherein it was made, as much the prop-
erty of the kings of the Indies, on the oppolite lide of the

globe, as theirs. Now, in order to the rendering this opin-

ion of any fervice to the end for which it is fo zealoufly

avouched and advanced by many, it is not enough to affert,

yea and make evident too, that our aborigines had quitted the

Hate of nature, and put on fome form of policy ; but further,

as I before obferved, that they had, by compad one with

another, and pofitive conftitutions, (tacit or exprefs), de-

termined and fettled their bounds, and the terms of each
eommunity refpedlively ; and after this is done, it will be of

Qo advantage ftill to the pretenfions of any particular com-
*Conneaicut, munity.
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munity, or any member or members of ir, till we are aflurecl

vvhat bounds, by compad with its neighbours, it had, and
what fettlement its conftitutions made of the lands within'.

it ; which, I conjedlurc, none can do without the help of
divination.

This brings me to what I propofcd, which was to fliew;

that on a fuppofition of the truth of this, (viz. that our ab-
origines were to be confidcrcd as in a ttate of fociety civil,

and had by thefe confequcnt adls deLcrmined and regulated

the matter of property), all their rights or properties inftant-

ly become lb perplexed, and in the dark, that nothing can'

be known or determined upon them, and confequenrly na'

good title poflibly founded on them. And in purfuance of

this, and at the fame time to convince the bold avouchers of

this opinion, I would demand of them in a few things :

T. On a fuppofition of the truth of this, who can account'

for the true extent of the common properties of their re-

fpedlive communities,- or any one of them ? If I have not

been milinformed, fome pains M'as formerly taken, both in'

this and fome neighbouring governments, for a refolution in

this point ; and for that end, perfons were deputed to in-

quire and obtain the beft light they could of the natives.

What fuccefs attended thefe endeavours, in other govern-

ments, I know not j but in this, I fjppofe none at all. It

is true, the gentlemen deputed by this government; to" in-

quire into the claim of the Moheags, made return of fome-

thing to the aiTembly, which they called an account or de-

fcription of their claim by certain abutments, and which the

aflembly fo far had regard to, as, if i miftake not, to allow

of its entry on record. But yet, can any of thofc, who
would perfuade us to think that native right is our only

valuable title, acquiefce in this, or think it of any value,

when at the fame time their neighbours, the Pequots, Quine-

baugs, Nahanticks, (all of them as worthy of credit as the

Moheags), give another account, fome of them claiming all

the lands within thofe limits, faying the Moheags had none,

and others of them claiming at leaft large tradls within

them ? I fuppofe none will deny this to be fadl ; or if there

be that fliall do fo, that the claimers under Hiums and San-

nup will ftand by m.e in it. Now it native right be our

only valuable title, what (hall be done in this cafe to know-

where or in whom this right to thefe lands is ? Certain it is;i

if
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if they were communities, or bodies politick, properly fo call-

ed, they had a federative power ; and if, in the exercife of it^

they made a partage of the lands, in this part of the country,
among them, their title refpecflivcly was good, and as good
in one community as another ; arid what (hall be done ill

this cafe ? How fhall we be fatisfied which of them fpcaks
ttuth, and confequently where the right is, and of whom to

be obtained ? Nor can it fatisfy any but fools to be able, in

this cafe, to fay, they have purchafed of the natives. Nor
js there any thing, I know of, can help in this cafe, but a fup-
pofal of the falfenefs of all their pretcrifions to a partage or
impropriation of the lands to any limits : And that what-
ever compads they made, determining their bounds refpec-

tively, they had therein a fole reference to the hunt or game,
and defigned only an impropriation of that ; at the fame
time, not having the leaft tcgard to the lands, nor caring,

excepting as above, who had it, it being a thing of no price

to them. And this, as it is undoubtedly the truth of the

matter, fo reduces the right or property of fuch lands to

fome certainty, lets us know where or in whom it is, and to

tvhom we rnuft ap*jly for the fixing a property in them.
But fuppofing this difficulty attending this opinion were re-

Jnoved, and the common right cf each community fet out

by monuments ; yet

2. Who could tell us what dirpofiiion or fetilemcnt the

Conftitutions (tacit or exprefs) of each fociety made of the

lands within their limits refpeftively ? The refolution of

this is as neceffary as the other, in order to a determination

upon the extent of the properties of any or all of them. I

take it for granted, and think it needs no proof, that as ali

men, by virtue of the grant of the Mofl: High iDefore men-
tioned, are not only commoners of the earth, but equally fa,

none having a right by that to claim more or larger porEionri

of it than others, io that when any numbers of therti c/iter

into fociety, and h'j compact with neighbouring focieties\

lettle their limits, the lands within fuch limits are the com-
mon right of the community, and equally fo ; and that the

&vcral members remain commoners in an equality, till by
conftitutions of their own, they make another fcttlerrcnt of

them : And becaufe this is fuppofed (by fuch as afTert the

Dolitick ftate of the natives) to have been donebv them lonr

i^cfore the arrival of the Englifn here^ I therefore dcmsnd
X (]<Iq. 1. Vol iv.) whui
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what difpcyfition or fettlement did their conftitutions maKc'

of the lands within their refpeCtive limits ? When they cam-e

to a partage or impro[^-iation, did they impropriate in an

equality, or, if not, wh?t other fettlement did they make of

them ? Or if this be thiiught an unreafonable dem.and, be-

caufe of the generality of it, I demand what fettlement did

the conftitutions of any one community (to inilance in the

Moheas^s our neighbours) make of the lands within iheir

limits ? To be more particular here ;

( I.) Where or in whom did they place the lands ? I ob-

ferved but now, they, were originally or firflly in the com-
munity, and equally fo, and muft remain fo till by ads of

their own they make a difpofuion of them into another

hand or hands : And rcafon will tell every man it miUft be

fo. Now^ if by adls or laws of their own, they altered the

original or primary ftate of the lands, I demand what was
the alteration ? Where or in whom did they place or fettle

them.? Did they fettle them in any one fingle perfon or re-

lation, or in a certain numib^r of men of any certain order or

,
charader ? On the fuppofition of the truth of the opinion I

am now confidering, nothing can be determined of the ex-

tent, no, nor the reality, neither of the property of any of

them, till this be refolved. I know very well our bigots

fay here, that their conflitutions vefted all the lands in their

kings, or in the crown, (to ufe our Englifli phrafe) ; but
befides that that is fpokcn without any proof, or any poffi-

bility of it, as 1 imagine ; befides this, I fay, allowing it be
truth, yet it brings not the ftate of the lands in any particu-

lar community to any certainty, nor refolves us in whom the

property of all or any part of them is, till we are alfo refolv-

ed in the following particulars alfo, viz.

(2.) What they intended by fachems or kings, in whom
their conditutions verted the lands ? Whether fuch as were
fo de jure or de fado, i. e. whether fuch as were rightfully

or by the laws and conftitutions of the fociety fo, or in fad
only. And in order to this, we m.uft be refolved of the par-
ticular form of policy agreed iipon in the feveral focieties,

viz. whether in cafe it was monarchical, that they were he-
reditary or eledive monarchies ; and not only fo, but, more-
over, whether Uncafs, Safacus, Aramamet, or any other

chief among them, of whom we would obtain lands, be king
CM- monarch, according to the fundamental laws or conftitu-

tions
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tions of the fociety, yea or not : For if not, (the lawful king's

right of property bein^^ merely and altogether from the con-
ceflion or grant of the community), they cannot have any

pretence to it, nor polTibly make out a good title to any other.

(3.) We mull: be rcfolved how or in what fcnfe they

veiled the lands in them ? Whether fo as to make them their

inalienable right or property, as the cafe feems to be with

lands in fomc conlhtutions : Or alienable : And if in' this

kft fenfe, whether they were fo abfolutely put into their

hands, that they had right of difpofai where and to whom
rhey faw caufe, or in rrull only for the ufe and benefit of the

focieties refpedlively ? In which ^cn^e, as I underhand it, all

lands in our Englilli dominions are by our conftitution vefted

in the kmg or crown ; and lands in this government are by
the charter vefted in the corporation, and for that reafon are

alienable from it, and may become the property of others.

If their conflitutions vefted the lands in their kings in the

firft ^cw^G^ by what right or authority did they alienate or

difpofe of them to others ? All alienations made by them
muft be ipfo fac-to void : For if the communities, in vefting

the lands in them, gave them no power of alienation, they

could have none. If it be faid they were vefted in them in

the fecond fenfe, viz. with an unlimited power of making
alienations of them to whom they faw caufe ; I fay this is

incredible ; for if lands were of fuch value with them that

they faw it worth their while to bring them under the regu-

lation of pofttive conftitutions, it is unreafonable to think

they ftiould, in this fenfe, put them into the hands of any

perfon o^ perfons whatever ; and by confequence, (fuppof-

ing the hypothefis, I am now examining, be true, and that

lands by their conftitutions (tacit or exprefs) were vefted in

their kings), it cannot be imagined they had right or

power to make a partage or divifton of their dominions

among their own children, to the exclufion of the reft of the

community : For which reafon, I have ever thought Alla-

wanhood's, alias Joftiua's right, nothing worth, even upon
the very principles of the advocates or alTertors of it. And
if the laft fenfe be aflerted, (which indeed carries with it the

greateft probability, if any thing of this nature was done

among them), then I demand again, by what right or au-

thority did they divide their dominions among their child-

yen, (an inftance of which was but now given), or make
conveyances
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conveyances of them to the Englifh ? Such alienations mull

be as void as on the fuppofition of the truth of the firft fenfe.

(4.) And in cafe their conftitutions vefted the lands in.

their kings in this laft fenfe, viz. in truft, &c. before we can

be refolved of the itate of the lands in any fociety, and of the

reality and extent of the right or property of any particular

member or members of them, we muft be refolved alfo

whether any alienations were made by their kings to their

fubje^ts, and what they were, together with the tenures in

or by which they were to be holden of the grantees ?

It is pofTible in what I have now faid, I may not have ex-

prelTed myfelf in the mod proper terms : It requires, per-

haps, more knowledge of the law for a perfon to be able, in

an affair of this nature, to do fo^ than I may pretend to.

However, I hope what I have faid is intelligible ; and being

fo, may fuffice as to what I fcope at in it ; which is to fhev/

what little fcrvice this hypothecs, concerning the aborigines

of this country, does to the interell many endeavour to ad-

vance and ferve by it ; and that a fuppofition of its truth

inevitably involves their rights or claims in fo many inex-

tricable difficulties, and renders them all fo uncertain, per-

plexed and in the dark, that nothing certain can be known or

determined upon them. And though, perhaps, fome may
think what I have here advanced as neceffary, on this hy-

pothefis, to be refolved, in order to a determination upon
their rights, abfurd, yet I cannot but think all thofe that

think of things, not with the multitude, (who, generally

fpeaking, have too much rubbifh in their brains to think of

any thing with diflinflnefs), but as they are in themfelves^

will fay, that without a refolution of them nothing can be
determined with any certainty upon this matter.

To conclude : The fum of what has been faid is this, viz.

either they were a people in the flate of nature, or they were
nor. This, I fuppofe, all muft allow, there being no third

ftate wherein any perfons, either now, or at any time here-

tofore, were. If they were in the (late of nature, they had
then right of property only in fuch lands as they impropri-
ated (and held) by the law of nature, which, as we all know,
Was only here and there a fmall fpot in the country. If it

be faid, they had quitted that flate, and put on fome form of
policy, then I fay, either they had, by compaft and pofitive:

conftitutions of their own, (tacit or exprefs), fettled the
'

'
. matt^c

1
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matter of property, or they had not : If it be faid they had

not, then it follows, that the (late of the lands in the country

was not altered from what it was before ; but they all (ex-

cepting only what was impropriated by the law of nature)

remained in the fame common flate, and equally the right of

every man, as they were before, while the Itace of nature con-

tinued : Nor was the prince or the peafant diftinguiflied, as

to right of property in them, otherwife than as in the ftate of

nature. For as property in lands is not included in the notion

of a Icing, or the want of it in that of a fubjed" ; {o the

making one perfon a king, and another a fubjeCt, firnply in

itfelf, will nor make a right of property, and give it to the

one, or banifh it from the other, without fome other ad or

ads concurrent with it. If it be faid, tt^y had brought the

Jands in the country under the regulation of compact and

conftitutions of their own, then it wUl follow, that they had

given up their title by the law of nature, that what was be-

fore, by the law of nature, the title of any of them to lande,

was not, at leaft, qua fuch, their title now ; but that what
right or title any or all of them had now, was by their con-

ftitutions pofitive, the inevitable confequence of which mull

be, that till thofe conftitutions are declared, and we alTured

what they determined upon this matter of property, nothing

can be known or determined upon the rights of any of them,

we cannot fay where or in whom righc or property was,

whether in the prince or people, fome or all of them. And
this having never been done, it is beyond me to fee of wliat

advantage this hypothefis can be to the end for which it js

fo zealoufly aflerted by fome.

But it is time to haften to an end. And from the whole

that has been faid, I cannot but think the following muft be

allowed to have confiderable evidence ot truth in them, how
(Contrary foever to vulgar fentiments in the prefent day, viz.

i. That fuch lands only as any of our aborigines fub-

dued and improved, they had a good right or title to. For
although we are fure they had the law of nature, giving them
a right of property, by their labour, in what before lay in

common, and was equally the right of every man, yet we
are not fure (nor indeed have we fo much evidence as

amounts to a probability) of their having any other law to

jcntitle them ta lands, cr any thing elfe, on any conditions

whatfoever.,

2. That
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2. That fappoiing their chiefs to be kings or civil hcadsj,

properly fo called^ yet there is more reafon to fufpecl a right
of property in them, than in any of their fubjedls. Yea, the
more reafon to fufpccl: it, bccaufe of their dignity. Nothing
ever did or can appear evidencing fo much as a probability

of fnch a right in them by the politive conllitutions of their

communities ; and as for a'cquirmg it by labour in fubduing
and cultivating, it is rcafonable to think their exaltatior^

rendered that too great a floop for them.

3. That fuppofing the Englifh to be the firfl: (of civilized

nations) in the difcovery of the country, they had (the royal

allowance and favour concurring) an undoubted right to

enter upon and impropriate all fuch parts of it as lay wafte of
unimproved by the natives, and this without any coniidera-
tion or allowance made to them for it. Whatever ties pru-
dential confiderations might lay them under to acknowledge
them, and prcfcnt them with their gratuities under the no-
tion of their being a price for lands ; yet all fuch lands be-
ing, like the ocean itfell, public! vel communis juris, they
could be under no obligation from the head of juftice. We
have as much aflurance cf this, as we have that lands were
held by the natives only by the lav/ of nature, and of that I

think pretty good evidence has been given in what has been
faid on this argument. And by confequence it follows alfo,

4. That as that darling principle of many, viz. that na-
tive right is tad only valuable title to any lands in the coun-r

try, is abfurd and fooliUi, and may with reafon be looked
upon as one of our vulgar errors ; fo that the endeavours of
any, whether in more early or later times, to maintain and
propagate it, (to the prejudice of new fcttlements, and not
only to the difturbance of honeft men in their ppiTefTions and
improvements, but ejeftnient out of them, a^ well as the

hurt ot the publick, as they have been without any juftifying

reafons, fo) mull be looked upon as very culpable. It is

well known that not only in the more early days of the coun-
try, but in later times, there have been thofe, and they not
ot the plcbs only, who, with a great deal of zeal and appli-

cation, have laid out thcmfelves in this affair ; a zeal and
application which, without a crime I think, I rnay fay, would
have been more decorous in them had it been othcrwife em-
ployed. Native right, they have told us, is our only title ;

if wc have not this, wc have nothing. It is not an eafy thing

to
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to account for the train of evils that have enfued hereupon,

not only to particular plantations and perfons, but to the

publick, in the great delay and embarrafiment of bufinefs in

our allemblies, as well as the multiplication of faits in the

law, beyond account. But how unjuftifiable mulf thefe

things be when in all, the perfons I am fpeaking of, have en-
deavoured to impofe upon us but a mere chimera or hclion ?

I cannot forbare mentioning here, that among oiher methods
improved by them in the management of their deiigm^, one
is, they have endeavoured rather to work on our paffions

than our reafon, or to fright us into a belief of this docT;rine,

and a refolution to ftand by it, than to gain us over to it by
any evidence of its truth. For whereas they have been very

fparingof demonflration, they have been as liberal iiiafTur-

ances (or rather alTeverations) that it is the only fecurity of
our interefts againft the claim of one beyond the feas ; and
that if native right will not invalidate the duke's preteniions,

we have nothing elfe that will. Such nonfenfe as this, were
ir found only in Ibme of our homunculi, might be eaiily

overlooked ; but when men of education and charadler {hall

talk at this rate, ir is fcarcely to be forgiven. Nor is this the

worft neither ; but what deferves ftill a more fevere cenfurc
is their want of truth and honefty in all, or that whereas in

all they have adled under the fpecious umbrage of ferving

the publick, it is notorious that nothing lefs than this has
been in deiign with them ; but that, on the other hand, they
have been under the governing influence of thofe corrupt
views, which (fuppofing or allowing there were fufficienc

reafons, in the nature of the thing, for what they have done)
could do no other than render them very guilty therein. I

think I am not too fevere in this cenfure, nor in the leall

break in upon charity by it, fince they themfelves have given,

and daily give, that evidence of its truth, which (as the
blindeft eye cannot fee, foj amounts to a demonftration in

the cafe.

John Bulkley.
Colchefter, December 24, 1724.

A Sketch
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A Sketch of a History of Guilford, in Connect-
icut, FROM A Manuscript of the Rev. Thomas
RUGGLES.

GUILFORD, whdfe Indian name was Menunkatuck,
was purchafed of the native Indians, who dwelt upon

the land. The people who purchafed and fettled it were a

part of the adventurers who came in the firft embarkation

with governor Eaton to Newhavcn, for the enjoyment of

religion and liberty : And this was the firft town, excepting

Newhavcn, that was fettled in the colony. The planters,

were from the counties of Surry and Kent, in England, near

London ; and gave the town the name of Guilford, from
their native place, in Surry, from whence they chiefly em-
igrated. V/ith MelTrs. Eaton and Hopkins they firft land-

ed at Newhaven, and were of the number who figned the

agreement at Mr. Newman's barn, and there abode until the

year 1639 * -^"^ aiCer their removal had an immediate con-

nexion with Newhaven, of which the whole colony then

confifted, which union and intimacy continued as long a§

the government lafted ;' though they were nearly indepen-

dent. The records of feveral of the firft years are not to be'

found. There is a tradition, that they were accidentally

confumed by fire, with the houfe in which they were lodged.

The firft things upon record, which follow, being compared
with the records of Newhaven, exhibit a pretty good idea of

the firft tranfadlions o^ the fettlers, viz.
,

January 31, 1639. Upon a review of the more fixed

laws and orders formerlv, and from time to time, made, the

General Court, here held the day and year abovefaid, tho'c

fit, agreed and eftabliflied them according to the enfuing

draught, as follows, viz. Firft, we do acknowledge, ratify/

and confirm the agreement made in Mr. Newman's barn, at

Quiliapiack, (novv Newhaven), that the whole land,' called'

Menunkatuck, ftiould be purchafed for us and our heirs ;

but the deeds and writings, thereabout, to be mad€ and
drawn (from the Indians) in the names of thefe fix planters^

viz. Henry Whitfield, Robert Kitchel, William Leete,

William Chittenden, John Biftiop, and John Caffinge : Not-

withftanding, all and every planter ftiall pay his (^uota or

{hare towards all the charges and expenfcs for purchafing,

fettling.
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fettling, furveying, and carrying into execution the neceflary

publick affairs of this plantation, according to fuch rule and

manner of rating as fliall be from time to time agreed upon.

The draught of the purchafe or writing from the Indians is

as followeth, viz.

" Articles of agreement made and agreed upon the 29tli

day of September, 1639, between Henry Whitfield, &:c.

Englifli planters, and the Sachem Squaw of Menunkatuck,
together with the Indian inhabitants thereof, as followeth,

viz. Firft, that the Sachem Squaw is the fole owner, polTeiTor,

and inheritor of all the lands lying between Rutawoo* and

Aigicomock t rivers. 1. That faid Sachem Squaw, with

the confent of the Indian inhabitants, (who are all to re-

move from thence), doth fell unto the faid Englifh planters,

all the lands lying between the faid Rutawoo and Aigicomock
rivers. [The 3d article relates the particulars of the pay,&c.]

Signed, the Sachem Squaw, her mark ; Hetiry Whitfield, in the

name of the reft. Witneffes, John Higginfou, Robert

Nezvman.^'

However imperfect this fhort account may be, yet froin

it, it fully appears that the purchafe from the natives was

full, clear, and fatisfadory : That the purchafe was made for,

and the purchafers acred in behalf of, the planters as well as
'

themfelves : That all divifions of the purchafed lands were

made to the refpedlive planters, in an exacSt proportion to

the fums they advanced in the purchafmg and fettling the

town : And that the Indians, inhabiting the town, were to,

and accordingly did, remove from faid land. Where they^

went to, is not certain : The tradition is, that they removed
to the weftward, where Branford and Eafthaven now are : So

that there is not one of the original Indians belonging to the

townfhip. From Aigicomock or Eaft-river to Tuxisflioag,

(a pond contiguous to Eaft-Guilford meeting-houfe), was

purchafed of Uncas, fachem of the Mohegan Indians :

From which it appears, that the Eaft-river was the weftern

limits of Uncas's jurifdidion. The remaining part of the

town, to Hammonaffet-river, Mr. Fenwick, of Saybrook,

gave to the town, on this condition, that the planters fhould

accommodate Mr. Whitfield (who was his particular friend)

with land in the town, agreeable to his mind. There wexe

fome fmall purchafes made of particular Indians, within the

Y (No. 3. Vol. iv.) limits

* Sto.ney Creek, f Eaft-Rlver
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limits of the townfliip, who claimed a right to particular

parts.

As foon as the purchafe was completed, the planters re-

moved from Newhaven, though it was almoft winter, and
fettled themfelves at Guilford. How the planters conducted

themfelves until the xear 1643, ^^^^ not appear upon record ;

only this, the lands wtre left in the hands of their fix pur-

chafers, to whom the Indians gave the deed, a-s trullees, until

a church fhould be gathered, into whofe hands they might
commit the fee of the land, to be properly divided amongft
the planters. And while they remained in this unfettled

ftate, they chofe four of the principal planters, to whom they

gave the full exercife of all civil poAver, for adrniniftring juf-

tice, and prefcrving the peace among the planters ; whofe
power was alfo to continue till the church appeared in form,

when their power was to end.

As, therefore, fo much depended on this, as foon as their

wildernefs ftate would admit, they did, in the month of

April, 1643, fo^rn themfelves into a congregational church,

into whofe hands the purchafers of the land, and the perfons

inverted with civil power, did adlually, in a formal manner,
in writing, refign all their rights and authority unto the

church gathered on that day. Prefently after this, the plant-

ers, who were chiefly church members, made regular di-

vifions of all the lands, according to their refpedlive fhares,

agreeably to their original covenant, and according to their

cxpenfes and number in each family, (fervants excepted)..

But their divifions of land were under two reftridtions : Firff,.

that no one fliould put into ftock more than ^^.500, without

liberty : And 2. That no perfon fliould fell or alien, in any
manner, or purchafe the fhare, or any part thereof, allotted

to another, without exprefs liberty from the community.
The laft article vras ftriftly obferved, which proved highly

beneficial to the town, by preventing perfons engrofling too

much land ; and fundry perfons, who prefumed to violate

this agreement, were punifhed by fines and whipping. As
this plantation was connected with Newhaven, the inhabi-

tants carefully adhered to the agreement made in Mr. New-
man's barn, in all their affairs, religious and civil.

The planters, finding civil government abfolutely necef-

iary for their fubfiftance, eftablifhed a fyflem, as nearly as

they could> conformed to the grant from the lords Say and
]3jook
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Srook to Mr. Eaton and company. Their form of govern-
ment was fomething (ingular. Like that'at Newhaven, it

was a pure ariftocracy, yet m<^delled and exercifed in a pecia-

liar way. They had one magiftrate, who was Mr, Samuel
Defborow, allowed them as a part of Newhaven colony, of

which he was one of the affiltants and council, who was their

head, and inverted with the whole executive and judicial

power. But the planters wjere allowed to choofe, annually,

three or four deputies to fit with him, in judging and award-
ing punilhments in all civil caufes, in courts held by him,
which were called General Courts* The inhabitants were
divided into clafTes, or orders, by the names of freemen and
planters. The freemen confilled of all the church members
who partook of the facrament, and no others were admitted.

They were all under oath, agreeably to their plan of govern-
ment. Out of this number were thofe deputies, and all

publick officers, chofen ; and by them was managed all

publick bufinefs that was regarded either interefting or hon-

^
ourable. Th.e fecond clafs included all the inhabitants of

' the town, who compofed their town-meetings, which were
ftyled, emphatically. General Courts. It was however re-

quired, that they fliould be of age, (twenty-one years), and
have a certain eftate, to qualify them to aft in faid meetings.

' In thefe town-meetings, or general courts, all divifions of

land were limited and eftablifhed, and all the bye or peculiar

, laws, for the well-ordering the plantation, were made.
And, in general, all tranfgrellions of the town-laws, relating

to the buying or felling land, were puniflied, and fines and
flripes were impofed and executed, according to the nature

of the offence, by the judgment of the faid judicial court.

Befides thefe general alTemblies of the planters, and the faid

magillrates' court, they appointed particular courts for the

adminiftration of juftice, much like our juftices' courts at

prefent. Thefe were held quarterly through the year. The
magiftrate prefided in thefe courts, and deputies were an-

nually chofen to fit in counfel with him, in thefe courts alfo,

by the freemen. Like Newhaven, they had no juries in any

trial ; their deputies, in fome meafure, fupplied that defedr.

From this court lay appeals, in allowed cafes, to the court of

affiftants at Newhaven. The faid Mr. Samuel Delborovv

was the firft magiftrate who held the courts. In general,

their judgment was final and decifive. Town officers

were
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were annually chofen, viz. marflials, a fecretary, furvcyors of

highways, &"c. much in the prefent manner. Military

order and difcipline were foon eftablifhed, and watch and

ward were kept, day and night, under a very ftridl charge ;

and the punifhments for defaults, in this duty, were very

fevere and exadly executed. Many of the houfes were

fortified with palifadoes, fet deep in the ground. And a

guard of foidiers, under a proper officer, was appointed every

fabbath, in time of publick woriliip, that no enemy might

furprife them, and this was continued many years. All the

laws, orders, and regulations were entered at large upon the

town records.

Ecclesiastical Matters.
The Rev. Mr. Henry Whitfield, who led forth this little

ilock into the wildernefs, was their firft pallor and minifier.

He had been epifcopally ordained in England. No mention

is made on record, or by tradition, of any ordination of him
here. As the members of his church came with him, and

were his cure in England, gathering the church here feems

to have been only matter of form, arifing from place and

local diftance, on their removal ; but he exercifed his min-
ifierial authority in the fame manner, and by the fame au-

thority, he had done in England. Neither miniller, church,

or people, were ever diffenters or feparates from the church

of England, only by local remove from the realm. The
minifier and church were as truly fuch in Guilford as in

England : All which rights, powers, and privileges remain

to this day ; and to depart from its communion, from any

pleas of the profeflbrs of the church of England, are un-

reafonable, and without good foundation. Like the church

in Newhaven, they required a relation of -experiences of

members on their admiilion into the church.

Mr. Whitfield, their pafior, was a well-bred gentleman,

a good fcholar, a great divine, and an excellent preacher.

He was properly the fatlier of the plantation. He loved his

flock tenderly, and was extremely beloved by them. He
was poffefTed of a large eftate, and by far the richefi of any

of the planters ; all which he laid out and fpenr in the

plantation, for the benefit of it. At his own cxpenfe he

built a large, firm, (and for thofe days), handfome ftone

fioufe, which ferved as a fort for himfelf and many of the in-

habitants, upon the land allotted to him by the planters, in a

very
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mxY confpicuous and delightful place, having an extenfive

view of the fea in front ; and, with a comparatively fmall

cxpenfe, might now be made the moft durable and belt

houfe in the town : [That houfe has fince been handfomcly

repaired] : A lafting memorial of his greatnefs and benefac-

j tions to the town. In the change of times in England, un- ,

der the commonwealth, he returned thither. Several of the

planters returned with him ; among whom was Mr. Delbo-

row, (who was a near relation of colonel Deiborow), Mr.

Jordan, &c. It was then the general opinion that the

whole plantation would be deferted, as they had opportunity

to tranfport themfelves and families.

In confequcnce of his own expenfes in purchafing the

plantation, and Mr. Fenwick's gift of the eaikrn part of the

town, Mr. Whitfield had a large and very valuable allot-

ment ofTome of the belt lands in the townihip allotted him.

Upon his return to England, he offered all his eliate to

the planters upon very low terms ; but partly from poverty,

but chiefly from a perfuafion that they fliould all follow him,

they did not make the purchafe ; but when it was too late,

they repented their rcfufal. After his return home, he fold

his eflate to major Thompfon, to whofe heirs it defcended.

No mention is made on record of the time of Mr. Whit-
'^•field's removal ; the tradition is, that he lived in the plant-

,
ation about twelve years. When he left them, he left Mr.
John Higginfon, his fon in law, their teacher. He was fon

to Mr. Higginfon, firft paftor of Salem church. Fie

preached firft at Saybrook fort, as chaplain, about the year

1643 5 after which he rem.oved to Guilford, was one of the

feven pillars, and affifted Mr. Whitfield in preaching until

his removal. He was never ordained in Guilford ; but Mr.
Whitfield left him to take care of the flock, as their teacher.

In this work he continued about twelve years, ancj then de-

termined to go to England. After Mr. Higginfon 's re-

moval, the town was in a very unfettled ffate for about

twenty years. There were feveral who miniflered to them,

particularly Mr. Bowers, who had a houfe and land in the

\^vvn, but afterwards removed to Newhavcn and Derby. In

r^3 headlefs flate of the church, they fell into great confu-

1io^[^ii!?v divcrfity of opinions ; many removed to Killing-

worth, (about ten miles eaft), which was then fettling;

fome of them returned afterwards, of whom was Doctor

Rofieter.
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RolTeter. After they had waded through thofe troublefomc

times, about the year • Mr. Jofeph Elliot, fon of the

famous and pious Mr. John Elliot, of Roxbury, the Indiaa

New-England apodle, was ordained over the church here.

After he had preached about thirty years, he died^ May 24,

^ 1694. Some time after, in the fummer of this year, Mr.
Thomas Ruggles, of Roxbury, came and preached as a can-

didate ; and in the fall of the year 1695 was ordained paftor

of the church, under whofe minidry the church enjoyed

great peace, and religion flouriflied, though the feeds of

.divifion were then fowed. Fie deceafed June i, 1728.

His eldelf fon, Thomas Ruggles, fucceeded him March 26^

1729, (who was the author of this manufcript.)

Letter from the Rev. Dr. Belknap to the Hon.
Judge Minot, containing some PARTtcuLARS rela-
tive TO Fire-Engines, Fires, and Buildings, at
DIFFERENT PeRIODS, IN BoSTON.

Bear Sir, >^^ 30, i795-

J^ anxious defire that the ftridleft adherence to hidori-

cal truth, in the moft minute inftances, may ever be

a charaderiftick of every member of the Hillorical Society;,

induces me to fend you fome obfervations on an expredion

in your lace elegant addrefs to the newly-incorporated Fire-.-

Society, of which you are the Vice-Preiident.

In page 7, you fpeak of " eight extenlive fires which took

place in this town before the intradudtion of fire engines,

which probably uoas not till after the year 171 1." The fame
remark is made by our brother Pemberton, in his " def~

cripton of Bollon/' publifhed in our coUecflions for the lad

year, page 269. " We underftand they had not then (viz.

1711} in the town any fire engines ; and the method taken to

i\op the progrefs of the fire, by blowing up the houfes, had

a contrary effect, and ferved to fcatter it."

This laft remark I have frequently heard from perfons

who remembered that great and terrible fire ; and the prac-

tice of blowing up houfes has ever lince that time been dif-

continued. But you and Mr. Pemberton have fallen into a

miltake refpe(5ling the fire engines. Mr, Caleb Ray, now in

the 90tli year of his age, was a boy of five years old at the

time
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time of that fire. He fays there were then two engines m
the town, one at the north, and the other at the fouth end j

and he well remembers feeing the latter pafs by the houfe, in

which he then lived, to go to the fire. Thefe engines were

conftrufted of wood, with iron hoops, as fome of the old

engines are now ; but at what time previous to 171 1 they

were introduced into the town, he cannot tell.

He alfo remembers the old meeting-houfe which was then

burnt, but it was not '* the firff ere6led in the town," as Mr.
Pemberton fays. Mr. Ray remembers being told, by one

of his anceftors that the firft meeting-houfe ftood where the

branch bank of the United States is now kept ; that it had

mud walls and a thatched roof; but' that which was burnt

ftood in the place of the prefent old brick meeting-houfe.

He told me thefe things fome time ago ; but I have refrefh-

ed my memory by another convcrfation with him this

morning.

Permit me to communicate one melancholy circumftance

attending the fire of 171 1. I had it from the late do<flor

Byles, and it is confirmed by Mr. Ray, both of whom were

nearly of the fame age. As the fire began in Williams's

court, and the wind was foutherly, the meeting-houfe was

foon found to be in danger, and fome fai]ors went up into

the fteeple or cupola to fave the bell. Whilft they were en-

gaged in this fervice, the hout'e was on fire below, and the

ftairs were confumed. They were fecn at work juft before

the roof fell in, and all perifhed in the flames.

Several perfons were in the fame perilous fituation when
Faneuil-hall was burnt in 1761 ; they w-ere endeavouring to

fave the bell, and the ftairs were burnt under them ; but they

were happily delivered by means of a ladder, which being

too fliort, was fupported at the bottom on m.en's fhoulders.

It is worthy of remark, that two of the greateft conflagra-

tions in this town, thofe of 171 1 and 1760, began nearly at

the fame fpot ; though the direclion of the wind being dif-

ferent, in the former fouth, the latter north-wefl", the fire

raged through different quarters of the town.

Curioiity has led me frequently to remark the various

modes of building at fundry periods, efpecially after any
great conflagration. The houfcs and warehoufes near the

town-dock, which were rebuilt after the great fire of 1679,
>vere either conftrucl:ed with brick, or plaftered on the out-

fidc
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fide with a ftrong cement, intermixed with gravel and glafs,

and dated on the top. Several of thefe plaftered houfes are

yet remaining in Ann-ftreer, in their original form ; others

have been altered and repaired. They were two ftories high,

with a garret in the high peaked roof. Thofe which were

built after the fire of 171 1, were of brick, three (lories high,|j

with a garret, a fiat roof and balluftrade. They are on both

fides of Cornhill, and of the State-houfe. Thofe built after

the fire of 1760, were almoft wholly (except Ihops) of bricli*

and fiate. They extend from Devonihire-rftreet, through.

Water-rtreet, Quaker-lane, Kilby-ftreet, the lower part of

Milk-ftreet, and round the eaft fide of Fort-hilL The only

remaining ruin of this fire is a brick wall by the fide of a

fmith's fiiop, the corner of Water and Devonfiiire ftreets.

Thofe which have been ereded fincc the fire of 1787,
and fome of thofe fince that of laft July, are of wood, with

three upright flories, and a fiat roof, Jhingled. This llyle of

building prevails much at prefcnt. Three things ought to

be attended to in the conftrudion of fuch houfes. (i.) ThaC'

between the outlide covering and the infide plaftering, they

be filled in with half-burnt bricks ; this renders them warm,
and checks the rapid progrefs of fire. (2.) That where two
houfes are contiguous, they be feparated by a brick party,

wall, rifing above the roofs ; this has the fame efFedls..

(3.) That the fiiingles of the roof be well painted ; this has

three good effedls ; it preferves the fhingles ; it keeps the

rain-water, that is caught in ciflerns, very clean ; and what

is more than all, it prevents the growth of mofs on the roof,

which, when dry, like tinder, is fufceptible of inflammation

from the fmalleft fpark.

I am, dear fir, with great edeem, your affectionate friend,

Jeremy Belknaiv

G. R. Minot, Efquire.

Queries
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Queries respecting the Slavery and Emancipation
OF Negroes in Massachusetts, proposed by the
Hon. Judge Tucker of Virginia, and answered
BY the Rev. Dr. Belknap.

<s W'iiliamjburg, Virginia, y^//. 24, 1795.

HA.VING never vifited the eaftern flares, it has been
my misfortune never to have had the pleafure of a

perfonal acquaintance with any of thofe eminent literary

charadlers which that part of the United States has produced,
and if I may credit fame, abounds with, more than any other

part of our common country : A circumftance, probably
not more mortifying to myfelf, than of real difadvantage to

this part of the United States, iince a more frequent inrer-

courfe, and intimate acquaintance, between the feveral parts

of the Union, would probably contribute more to remove
local prejudices, and cement the bond of union, than any
other proje(5l, unfupportcd by fuch a foundation. To fup-
ply, as far as refpeds myfelf, this inconvenience, in fome
meafure, I have prevailed on my friend, the Rev. Mr. Huft,
to favour me with a letter of introduction, which I take the

'< 'liberty to enclofe, and to requert your pardon for thus in-

l^'truding my correfpondence upon you ; a liberty, which pri-

vate confiderations, alone, could fcarcely juflify on any ac-

,

count, and which, I fear, you will think fully commenfurate
to the occaiion which prompts it.

The introduction of flavery into this country, is at this

. day confidered among its greatell mistorrunes, by a very

great majority of thofe who arc reproached for an evil, which,

the prefent generation could no more have avoided, than an
hereditary gout or leprofy. The malady has proceeded fo

far, as to render it doubtful whether any fpecific can be
found to eradicate, or even to palliate the difeafe. Having,

>, in my officijii charadter 2,%profeJ[or of lazv in the college at this
^
'place, had occafion to notice the. feveral acls of the legiila-

ture on the fubjecft, I find that even before the commence-
ment of the prefent century an attempt was made to check
the im.portation of flaves, by impofing a duty on them :

The a6t was indeed only temporary, l3ut was renewed as

often as the influence of the African company in England
would permit. At length the duty was made payable by

Z (No. 3. FoL iv.] the
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the buyers ; but the acts impofing it were ftill temporary^,

though conftantly renewed whenever an extraordinary fup^.

ply of money was required ; and was gradually increafed

from five to twenty per cent, ad valorem. As foon as the

revolution took place, the legiflature paffed an aft prohibit-

ing the importation of Haves under the feverert penalties ;

and permitting, what had hitherto been prohibited, the

voluntary emancipation of them, by their maflers. The
queftion of a general emancipation has not, that I know,
been brought on the carpet in the legiflature ; but I am ful-

ly perfuaded that circmftance is altogether owing to the

difficulties which prelent themfelves to every refleding

mind. To alTiil: in removing them, is the objed: of this let-

ter ; for having obferved, with much pleafure, that flavery

has been wholly exterminated from the Maffachufetts ; and
being imprefled with an idea, that it once had exiftence

there, I have cherifhed a hope that vve may,, from the exam-
ple of our fifter ftate, learn what methods are moft likely to

fucceed in removing the fame evil from am.ong ourfelves.

With this view, I have taken the liberty to enclofe a few

queries, which, if your leifure will permit you toanfwer, you
will confer on me a fav^our, which I fhall always conlider as

an obligation : And if, in the purfuits in which you are en-

gaged, any fubjeft fliould occur, in whic}i you may be dif-

pofed to obtain information from this quarter, I will not
promife to afford it you, but I afTure you that I will moft
faithfully endeavour to do it.

I am, very refpedtfully, fir, your moft obedient and very

humble fervant,

S. G. Tucker.
Rev. Dr. Belknap.

In confequence of the foregoing letter, the queries which
jt enclofed were printed, and about forty copies were dif-

tributed among fuch gentlemen as it was fuppofed would
aflift in anfwering them. Some of them gave anfwers, from
which, and from other fources of information, the fubfequent
fafts and obfervations were drawn, and fcnc to the querift.

April 2 r, 1795.

J. B.

^leries
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^lerles rejpe^ing the introduclion^ progrrfsy and aloUtion of
Jlavery in Majfachiijetts.

f. The firfl: introdudion of negroes or other flaves into

I
MafTachufetts ?

2. Whefiier the African trade was carried on thither ? at

"what period it commenced ? to what extent it was carried

on ? when ir began to decline ? and when it was wholly

difcontinued ?

3. Whether it was carried on hy European or American
adventurers ? bv what means its decleniion firfl: bcijan ?

whether from legiflative difcouragement or other caufes ?

and to what caufes its abolition is to be afcribed ?

4. The fiate of flavery in Maflachufetts when flaves were
mofr numerous ? their number when mofl: numerous ? their

proportion to the number of white perfons at.that period ?

5. The mode by which flavery hath been aboliflied there I

whether by a general and fimultaneous emancipation ? or at

' difi^erent periods ? or whether by declaring all perfons born
after a particular period free ?

6. At what period flavery was wholly aboliflied ? what
were their numbers and proportion to the whites at that

^ period ?

7. What is the condition of emancipated negroes ? is any

t and what proviflon made tor their education and mainte-

f-
nance, during infancy, or in a ftate of decrepitude, age or

infanity ?

8. What are their political rights or difabilities ? if there

be any difcrimination between them and white perfons ?

9. Is there any perceptible dift'erence between the general,

moral, or focial condudl of emancipated perfons or their

defcendants and others ?

10. Are intermarriages frequent between blacks and
whites ? if fo, are fuch alliances more frequent between

• black men and white women, or the contrary ?

1 1

.

Does harmony in general prevail between the blacks

.^ and white citizens ? do they afTociate freely together ? or is

there a pre-eminence claimed by the one, and either avowedly

or tacitly admitted by the other ?

Query i.
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Query i. The firfl: introdudlion of negroes, or other

flaves, into Maflhchufctts ?

In anfwer to this query, I have made the following extrafls

from the mofi: ancient hiltories, records, and laws, which I

have had opportunity of examining.

In the month of June, 1630, governor WiNfHROP, and
others, who had jufi: before arrived at Salem with the MalTa-
chufctts charter, came into the bay or harbour, which is

110 vy called Boflon harbour, to look out a place for their

fettlement. Among other fcattcred planters or traders, who
Jiad previoufly fi?ated themfelves on the fhores and iflands of

this bay, they found Samuel Maverick, * refidmg on Nod-
dle's ifland ; where he had built a fmall fort, mounted with
four great guns, to protect him from the Indians.

In 1638, John Josselyn came to New-England, and
lodged at the houfe of faid Maverick, whom he reprefents as

a very hofpitable man, *' giving entertainme-nt to all comers^
gratis." "^v

-
•• •.

:
<-

\yhilfi: he lodged here, he fays, " On the 2d of Odober,
1639, about nine o'clock in the morning, Mr. Maverick's
negro woman came to my chamber window, and, in her own
country language and tune, fang very loud and fhriU. Going
out to her, flie ufed a great deal of refpect toward me, and
would willingly have expreffed her grief, in Englifh, had
file been able to fpeak the language ; but I apprehended it

by her countenance and deportment. Whereupon I repaired

to my hoft, to learn of him the caufe, and refolved to intreat

him in her behalf ; for I underftood before, that (lie had
been a queen in her own country, and obferved a very hum-
ble and dutiful garb ufed toward her, by another negro, who
was her yna'id. Mr. Maverick was defiroijs to have a breed

of negroes ; and therefore feeing (he would not yield by
perfuaiions to company with a negro young man, he had in his

houfe, he commanded him, will'd (he, nill'd fhe, to go loi\
bed to her j which was no fooner done, but {he kicked him
out again. This fhe took in high difdain, beyond her flave-

ry, and this was the caufe of her grief."

In a colledion of laws refpecSing fervants, enaded between

1630 and 1641, I find the following, viz.
*' 7. No fervant fnall be put off for above a year to any

other, neither in the life time of their mafter, nor after their

death,
^
* This was the father of Samuel Maverick, who was one of the comminioners of king

Charl?s II. to the coloniesj 1665. See Huchiulbn, vol. i. p. 230. Joflelyn''s VoyagCjp. ^52,,
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<3eath, by their executors or adminiftrators, unlefs it be by
confent of authority affembled in fome court, or tuo affift-

ants ; otherwife, all and every fuch alignment Ihall be void

in law.
** 8. If any man fmite out the eye or tooth of his man-

feryant or maid-fervant, or otherwife maim or disfigure them
lunlefs it be by mere cafualty) he lliall let them go free from
his fervice, and fhall allow fuch further recompence as the

court fliall adjudge him.
" 9. All fervants that have ferved diligently and faithfully,

to the benefit of their mafters, Jeven yearsy fhall not be fent

away empty ; and if any have been unfaithful, negligent, or

unprofitable, in their fervice, notwithflanding the good
ufage of their maflers, they fhall not be difmiifed, till they

have made fatisfaclion according ,to the judgment of

authority."

In 1645, the General Court of Mafiachufetts, which then

exerciled jurifdiction over the fettlements at Pafcataqua,
*' thought proper to write to Mr. Williams, refiding there,

underftanding that the negroes which captain Smyth brought,

'were fraudulently and injurioufly taken and brbught from

Guinea, by captain Smyth's confclTion, and the reft of the

company ; that he forthwith fend the negro, which he had

of captain Smyth, hither ; that he may be fent home

;

which this Court do refolve to fend back without delay.

And if you have any thing to allege, why you fliould not re-

turn him, to be difpofed of by thp Court, it will be exped-
ed you fliould forthwith make it appear, either by yourfelf or

your agent."

About the fame time, viz. 1645, ^ ^'^^^ ^^'^^^ made, '' pro-

hibiting the buying and felling of flaves, except thofe taken

in lawful v^ar, or reduced to fervitude for their crimes by a

judicial fentence ; and thefe "were to have the fame priv-

ileges as were allowed bv the law of Mofes."

Among the lavv's for punilhing capital crimes, enafled in

1649, ^^ ^^^ following, viz.

*' 10. If any man Jlealcth a man or mankind, he fhall

furely be put to death. Exodus xxi. 16."

Joffelyn, in his defcription of New-England, which he

vifited twice, and fpent ten years in the country, from 1663
to 1673, fpeaking of the people of Bofton, fays,

" They have (lore of children, and are well accommodated
with
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with fervants ; of thefe fome are Englifh and others

negroes."

Thefe are all the facfls which I have been able to colled:

refpecfting negroes^ in the early days of New-England.
From thence it appears that flavery did exift in a fmall

proporcion ; that the laws difcouraged it, and that the

publick fentiment was againfl: it ; but that the evil was not

eradicated.

No otherJJaves were known here in thofe days, excepting

fome of the aboriginals of the country ; who had, at various

times, fubmitted themfelvcs to the government, and received

its protedlion ; and had enjoyed in a degree the benefits of

civilization, and of evangelical miflions, fo that they were
denominated ** praying Indians." Of thefe, fome did, in

1675, 6 and 7, join with other natives in a war againd the

colonics, commonly called king Phillip's war. Such as

were taken in arms, were adjudged guilty of rebelUon. A
few of them were put to death, by a judicial fentence ; but

the greater part were fold into flavery in foreign countries.

Some of thefe latter found their way home, and joined with

the hoflile Indians, in a fevere revenge on the Englifli, in a

fucceeding war, (SecHifl. N. Hampfliire, vol i. p. 245.)

Query 2. Whether the African trade was carried on
thither ? at what period it commenced ? to what extent^

it was carried on ? when it began to decline? and when IE'

was wholly difcontinued ?

The African trade never was profecuted in any great

degree by the merchants of Maflachufetts. No records or

memorials are remaining by which anything refpedling it,

in the laft century, can be known. There was a connexion
in trade between this colony and that of Barbados, which
was begun about the fame time ; and fome families went
from hence to fettle there. It is therefore probable that

negroes might have been introduced here by means of that

connexion. •

In 1703, a duty of ^.4 was laid on every negro imported ;

for the payment of which, both the vefiel and mafter were
anfwerablc. How long this duty was exadled, I know not.

By the inquiries w hich I have made of our oldeft mer-
chants now living, I cannot find that more than three fhips

in a year, belonging to this port, .were ever employed in the
:>'•%•> AfVicaa
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African trade. The rum diftillcd here was the main fpring

of this traffick. The flaves, purchafcd in Africa, were
chiefly fold in the Weft-Indies, or in the fouthern colonies ;

but when thofe markets were glutted, and the price low,

fome of them were brought hither. Very few w hole cargoes

ever came to this port : One gentleman fays he remembers
two or three : I remember one, between 1^0 and 40 years

ago, which confifted almoft wholly of children. At Rhode-
Ifland, the rum diftillery and the African trade were profe-*

cuted to a greater extent than in Bofton ; and I believe no
other fea-port in Maflachufetts had any concern in the

flave bufmefs. Some times the Rhode-Ifland veflels, after

having fold their prime flaves in the Weft-Indies, brought
the remnants of their cargoes hither for fale. Since this

commerce has declined, the town of Newport has gone to

decay.

About the time of the ftamp-ad, this trade began to de-
cline, and in 1788 it was prohibited by law. This could
not have been done, previous to the revolution, as the gov-
ernors fent hither from England, it is faid, were inftru(£l:cd not
to confent to any ails made for that purpofe. The caufes of
its declenfion and prohibition will be more diftindly ftated,

in anfwcr to the 3d and 5th queries.

Query 3. Whether it was carried on by European of
American adventurers ? by what means its declenfion firft

began ? whether from legiflacive difcouragement, or other

caufes ? and, to what caufes its abolition is to be afcribed ?

I do not find that European adventurers to Africa had any
other concern here, than to procure cargoes of our lum, to

aflift them in carrying on their bufinefs.

A few only of our merchants were engaged in this kind of
traffick. It required a large capital, and was confidered as

*

peculiarly hazardous, though gainful. It was never fup- .'

ported by populaK opinion ; and the voice of confcience was
againft it. A degree of infamy was attached to the char-
aders of thofe who were employed in it ; feveral of (hem, in

their laft hours, bitterly lamented their concern in it ; and
the friends of feamen, who had periftied by the climate of
Guinea, or in contefts with the natives, became ferioufly

prejudiced againft the bufinefs.

Reflet^ing perfons were divided in their opinions on the

lawfulnefs
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lawfulnefs of the traffick in Haves. Samuel Sewall, form- .

erly chief juftice of the province, publickly protefled againft

it, and wrote a pamphlet, entitled, '* Jofeph fold, a memo-
rial." Others difliked it fram prudential confiderations.

Many confcientious perfons, who would by no means have

engaged direclly in the trade to Africa, yet, when negroes

were brought hither, had no fcruple to buy them ; becaufe

they fuppofcd that an education in " a land of gofpel-light"

was preferable to one in " heathenifh darkncfs." They
contended that the buying them, and holding them in fervi-

tude, might be juftified by the example of Abraham, and
other good men of antiquity ; and as his fcrvants were cir-

cumcifed, theirs were baptized. Labouring people, of the

white complexion, complained of the blacks as intruders r

and the vulgar reprobated them as the " feed of Cain," and
•wifhed them back to their own country.

Not much, however, was faid in a publick and formal

manner, till we began to feel the weight of oppreflion from
*' our mother country," as Britain was then called. The
inconfiftency of pleading for our own rights and liberties,

whilit we encouraged the fubjugation of others, was very

apparent ; and from that time, both flavery and the flave-

trade began to be difcountenanced. The principal caufe

was publick opinion ; and the prefent generation, at an early

ftage of life, imbibed that opmion, which has " grown with'

their growth, and ftrengthened with their ftrength."

I fhall fay more of this, in anfwer to the 5th query, and
will then particularly relate the means by which the trade'*

was prohibited.

Query 4. The ftate of flavery in Maffachufetts, whert-

flaves were mod numerous ? their number when mod
numerous ? their proportion to the number of white perfons,*

at that period ?

We never had any thing like a cenfas before the year 1 763 y '

and then, being an unpopular meafure, it was not very ac-

curately taken. There was another in 1776, and a third in.^

1784 ; in all of thefe, the number of whites ftands diftin-"'

guifhed from the number of blacks thus.

Years.

1763
1776

1784

Whites.

235,810

343>845

Blacks.

5,214

5^^49

4.377

Proportion.

45 to I

65 to I

80 to I



%oith Do^loY Belknap's Anfwers^ 19^

in 1790, a Cenfus of the United States was made by order

bf the federal government ; thefchcdule fent out on that oc-
cafion contained three columns for free whites of feveral

defcripcions, which, in the ftate of Maffachufetts and didridl

of Maine, amounted to 469,326 ; a fourth for " all other free

perfons," and a fifth for •* flaves." There being none put
into the laft column, it became neceffary to put the blacks^

with the Indians y into the fourth column, and the amount:
was 600 r. Of this number, I fuppofe the blacks were up-
wards of 4000 ; and of the remaining 2000, many were sL

mixed breed, between Indians and blacks. If we reckon
the blacks at 5000, their proportion to the whites at that

time was as 1 to 93. .

I am inclined to think that flaves were more numerous
before 1763, than at that time, becaufe, in the two preceed-
ing wars, many of them enlifted either into the army or on
board vefTels of war, with a view to procure their freedom.

One of my informants. Prince Hall, a very intelligent

black man, aged fifty-feven years, thinks that Haves were
rnoft numerous about the year 1745. What their propor-
tion was to the whites, at that time, I have no means 16

afcertain ; but I think it could not have been rtiore than
1 to 40. I do not make ufe of bills of mortality in eftimat-

ing their number in proportion to the whites ; becaufe the

blacks were always more fickly and died in greater pro-
portion.

The winter here was always unfavourable to the African
bonftitution. For this reafon, v/hite labourers were prefer-

able to blacks ; and as whites were more numerous, there

was not much encouragement to the importation of blacks,

nor were they ever fo prolifick here as the whites. In the

maritime towns, blacks were more numerous than in the

country ; and I fuppofe Bofton generally contained nearly

one fourth part of the whole number of them. Excepting
fuch tradefmen as rope-makers, anchor-fmiths, and fhip-

carpenters, who employ a great many hands, fcafcely any
family had more than two ; fome not more than one ; and
many none at all. In the country towns, I have never heard

of more than three or four on a farm, except in one inllance,

where the number was fixteen, and this was a diftinguifhed

jfingularity. The greater number of hulbandmen preferred

white to black labourers.

A a ('No, 3. Vol, iv.) Negro
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Negro children were reckoned an incumbrance in a fami-

ly J and when weaned, were given away like puppies.

They have been publickly advertifed in the news-papers'
** to be given away."

The condition of our flaves, however, was far from rigor-

ous. No greater labour was exa<5led of them than of white

people ; in general, they were not Me to perform fo much.

They had always the free enjoyment of the fabbath as a day

of reft. A houfe of correction, to which diforderly perfons

of all colours were fent, formed one objed of terror to them ;

but to be fold to the Weft-Indies, or to Carolina,,, was the

higheft puniftiment that could be threatened orinflided.

In the maritime towns, the negroes ferved either in fami-

lies or at mechanical employments ; and in either cafe, they

fared no worfe than other perfons of the fame clafs. In the

country, they lived as well as their maflers, and often fat

down at the fame table, in the true ftyle of republican

equality.

Perfons of illiberal and tyrannical difpofitions would fome-

times abufe them ; but, in general, their treatment was

humane, efpecially if their own tempers were mild and

peaceable.

They were never enrolled in the militia ; but on days of

military training, and other feafons of feftivity, they were

indulged in fuch diverfions as were agreeable to them.

They were inventoried and taxed as rateable property, but

\vere not fo attached to an eftate as to be fold with it.

Such of them as were prudent and induftrious, purchafed

their freedom. Some were liberated by their mafters ; but

there was a law againft their manumiftion, unlefs their

pafters gave bonds that their eftates and heirs ftiould main-

tain them, in cafe of ficknefs or decrepitude, fo that they

might not become a burden to the publick.

Another law forbad theiB to be out in the ftrcets after

Tiine o'clock in the evening, on pain of being fent to the

houfe of corredtion. They were forbidden to ftrike a white

man, on penalty of being fold out of the province. The
marriage of blacks with whites was prohibited. If the man
was white, a fine of five pounds was required of him ; and

fifty pounds was the fine of the perfon officiating ; but the

marriage was not annulled. The intercourfe ofthe fexes

was often irregular, .but not more fo than among the fame
people
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people in other parts of America. Some of the owners of
flaves were careful to inftrudl: them in reading, and in the
dodlrines and duties of religion ; and there have been in-
fiances among the Africans here, of perfons w ho have profit-
-ed by thefe inftrudions, and have fuHained a virtuous and
exemplary charader.

Query 5. The mode by which llavery hath been abol-
llhed ? whether by a general and fimukancous emancipation ?

or at different periods ? or whether by declaring all perfons
born after a particular period, free ?

The general anfwer is, that flavery hath been abolifhed
here by pul?lick opinion .- which began to be eftablifhcd about
thirty years ago. At the beginning of our controverfy with
Great-Britain, feveral perfons, who before had entertained
fentiments oppofed to the flavery of the blacks, did then
take occafion publickly to remonflrate againfl the inconfift-
ency of contending for our own liberty, and at the fame
time depriving other people of theirs. Pamphlets and
news-paper efTays appeared on the fubjed j it often entered
into the converfation of receding people ; and many, who
had, without rcmorfe, been the purchafers of flaves, con-
demned themfelves, and retraded their former opinion.
The Quakers were zealous againft flavery, and the flave
tnde ; and by their means, the writings of Anthony
Benezet, of Philadelphia, John Woolman, of New-Jerfey,
and others, were fpread through the country. Nathaniel
Appleton and James Swan, merchants, ot Boflon, and Dr.
Benjamin Rush, of Philadelphia, diftinguifhed themfelves
as writers on the fide of liberty. Thofe on the other fide
generally concealed their names ; but their arguments were
not fuffered to reft long without an anfwer. The contro-
verfy began about the year 1766, and was renewed at
various times, till 1773, ^^hen it was very warmly agitated,
and became a fubjed of forenfic difputation at the publick
commencement in Harvard college.

In 1767, an attempt was made by the legiflaturc to dif-
courage the flave trade. A bill was brought into rhe houfe
of reprefentatives " to prevent the unnatural and unwarrant-
able cuftom of enflaving mankind, and the importation of
flaves into the province." In its prbgrefs, it was changed
t© " an ad for laying an impoft pn negroes imported." It

was



202 Judge Tucker*s ^eries refpeSling Slavery.

,

was fo altered and curtailed by the council, then the upper

houfe, that the other houfe were offended, and would not

concur, and thus it failed. Had it palTed both houfes ii>

any form whatever, governor Bernard would not have con-

fented to it.

In 1773, another attempt of the fame kind was made. It

"Was grounded on a petition from the negroes, which was

read in the affembly June 23, and referred to the next feffion.

In January, 1774, a bill was brought in, entitled " an ad to

prevent the importation of negroes, and others, as flaves in-

to this province." It pafied all the forms in the two houfes,

and was laid before governor Hutchinson, for his confent,

March 8. On the next day the affembly was prorogued,

after a morofe meffage from the governor, between whorn
and the two houfes there had been a warm conteft on other

fubjedls. The negroes had deputed a committee refpeclfully

to folicit the governor's confent ; but he told them that his

inftrudlions forbad it. His fucceffor, general Gage, gave
^hem the fame anfwer, when they waited on him.
The blacks had better fuccefs in the judicial courts. A

pamphlet, containing the cafe of a negro, who had accom-
panied his mafter from the Weft-Indies to England, and
had there fued for, and obtained his freedom, was reprinted

here ; and this encouraged feveral negroes to fue their maf-
ters for their freedom, and for recompence for their fervice^

after they had attained the age of twenty-one years. The
firft trial of this kind was in 1770. The negroes colleded

money among themfelves to carry on the fuir, and it termin-

ated favourably for them. Other fuits were inftituted- be-

tween that time and the revolution, and the juries invariably

gave their verdid: in favour of liberty. The pleas on the

part of the mafters were, that the negroes were purchafed in

open market, and bills of fale were produced in evidence j.

that the laws of the province recognized flavery as ex-
jfting in it, by declaring that no perfon (hould manumit his

flave without giving bond for his maintenance, &c. On
the part of the blacks it was pleaded, that the royal charter

exprefsly declared all perfons born or refiding in the prov-
ince, to be as free as the king's fubjeds in Great-Britain ;

that by the laws of England, no man could be deprived of
his liberty but by the judgment of his peers ; that the laws

of the province rcfpefting an evil exifting, and attempting to

mitigate
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iTiitigate or regulate it, did not authorife it ; and, on fome
occafions, the plea was, that though the flavery of the parents

be admitted, yet no difability of that kind could defccnd to

children.

During the revolution-war, the publick opinion was fo

ilrongly in tavour of the abolition of flavery, that in fome of
the country towns, votes were paiTcd in town-meetings, that

they would have no flaves among them ; and that they

would not exadl of matters, any bonds for the maintenance of

liberated blacks, if they fliould becom.e incapable of fupport-

ing themfelves.

In New-Hampfliire, (where I then refided), thofe blacks

who enlifted into the army for three years, were entitled to

the fame, bounty as the whites. This bounty their maflers

received as the price of their liberty, and then delivered up
their bills of fale, and s^ave them a certificate of manumiflion.

'

Several of thefe bills and certificates were dcpofited in my
hands ; and thofe who furvived the three years' fervice, were
free.

The prefent conftitution of Maflachufetts was eftabliflied

in 1 7 80. The firft article of the declaration of rights alferts,

that '' all men are born free and equal." This v;as inferted

not m.erely as a moral or political truth, but with a particular

view to eltablifh the liberation of the negroes on a general

principle, and fo it was underflood by the people at large ;

but feme doubted whether this were fufficient.

Many of the blacks, taking advantage of the publick opimon

and of this general alTertion in the bill of rights, afked their

freedom, and obtained it. Others took it without leave.

Some of the aged and infirm thought it moft prudent to con-
tinue in the families where they had always been well ufed,

and experience has proved that they adled right.

In 1781, at the court in Worcefter county, an indidment
was found againfl a white man for afTauIting, beating, and
imprifoning a black. He was tried at the Supreme Judicial

Court in 1783. His defence was, that the black was
his flave, and that the beating, &c. was the neceffary rc-

ffraint and correcftion of the maffer. This was anfwered

by citing the aforefaid claufe in the declaration of rights.

The judges and jury vv^ere of opinion that he had no right to

beat or imprifon the negro. He was found guilty, and fined

forty fliiilings. This decifion was a mortal wound to flavery

in Maflachufetts. The
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The ftate of New-Hampfhire eftabliihed their conftu

tution in 1783 ; and in the firfl- article of the declaration

of rights, it is aiTerted, that '* all men are born equally free

and independent." The conftruAion there put on this

claufe is, that all who have been born fincc the conrtitution^

are free ; but that thofe who were in flavery before, are not

liberated by it. Bv rcafon of this conftrudiion, (which, by
the way, I do not intend to vindicate), the blacks in that

ftate are in the late ccnfus dillinguifhcd into free and flaves^

there being no Indians reiiding within thofe limits.

In the famecenfus, as hath been before obferved, noflaveg

are (ct down to MafTachufctts. This return, made by the

marfhal of the diflrid:, may be confidered as the formal

evidence of the ahoUiion ofjlavery in Maffachufetts, efpecial-

ly as no perfon has appeared to conteft the legality of the

return.

The prohibition ofthejlave trade was effedled in the follow-

ing manner. In the month of February, 1788, juft after the

adoption of the prefent federal conftitution by the conven-
tion of Maffachufetts, a mofi: flagrant violation of the laws

of fociety and of humanity was j3erpetrated in this town, by
one AvERy, a native of Gonnedlicut. By the affiftance of

another infamous fellow, he decoyed three unfufpedling

black men on bo^rd a velTel which he had chartered, and
fent them down into the hold, to work. Whilft they were
there employed, the veffel came to fail, and went to fea,

having been previoufly cleared out for Martinico.

As foon as this infamous rranfacftion was known, govern-
or Havcock, and M. L'Etombe, the French conful, wrote
letters to the governors of all the iflands in the Weft- Indies,

in favour of the decoyed blacks. The publick indignation

being greatly excited againfl: the adlors in this affair, and
againft others who had been concerned in the traffick of
ilaves, it was thought proper to take advantage of the fer-

-ment, and bring good out of evil.

Accordingly, in the affociation of the Bofton clergy,

originated a petition to the legiflature, praying for an adl

to prohibit the equipping and infuring vclTels bound to Afri-

ca for flaves, and providing againfl: the carrying innocent

blacks from home. This petition was circulaud, and flgn-

cd by a great number of reputable citizens. The blacks

were urged to prefent a flmilar petition, which they did ; and
fortunately
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foftunately another of the fame kind, from the fociety of

Quakers, prefenred at a former fcflion, was then lying on the

table. All thefe were brought up together ; and the effect

was, an aft palTed March 26, 1788, '* to prevent the flave

trade, and for granting relief to the families of fuch unhappy
pcrfons as may be kidnapped or decoyed away from this

commonwealth." By this law it is enadcd, " that no citi-

zen, refiding within this commonMealth, fhall, for himfelf

or any other perfon, either as mafler, fador, fupcrcargo,

owner, or hirer, in whole or in part, of any veffel, diredlly or

indireftly, import, or tranfport, or buy, or fell, or receive on
board his or their vefTel, with intent to caufe to be tranfport-

ed or imported, any of the inhabitants of any ftate or king-

dom in Africa, as flaves, or fervants for term of years, on
penalty of fifty pounds, for every perfon fo received on board,

with intent to be imported or tranfported, and two hundred
pounds for every velfcl fitted out with fuch intent, or fo em-
ployed i" and " all infurance made on fuch velfels fhall be
void." It alfo further provides, for the friends of any perfon

decoyed away, to bring an action, and recover damages,

which fhall be paid to the injured perfon at his return, or go
to the maintenance of his wife and children. A prohibitory

adt of the fame nature had a few months before been palTed

in the ftate of Rhode-Ifland, and foon after another was
palTed in Connedlicut.

This was the utmoft which could be done by our legifla-

tures ; we ftill have to regret the impofiibility of making a

law hercy which fhall reftrain our citizens from carrying on
this trade inforeign bottoms^ and from committing the crimes,

which this a^fl prohibits, in foreign countries^ as it is faid fome
of them have done fince the enadling of thefe laws. But a

ftigma will ever attend their names, and I hope confcience

will do its office, and be feafonably heard.

The three blacks, who were decoyed, were offered for fale

at the Danifh ifland of St. Bartholomew : They told their

ftory publickly, which coming to the ears of the governor,

he prevented the fale. A Mr. Atherton, of the ifland,

generoufly became bound for their good behaviour for fix

months ; in which time letters came, informing of their

cafe ; and they were permitted to return. They arrived at

Bofton on the 29th of July following ; and it was a day of
jubilee, not only among their countrymen, but all the friends

ofjufticc and humanity.
'

Qy.ery 6-
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Query 6. Ac what period was flavery abolifhed ? what
were their numbers and proportion to the whites at that

period ?

By comparing what is faid in anfwer to queries 4th and
5th, it appears that the complete abolition of ilavery may be
fixed at the year 1783 ; that by an enumeration made in the

following year, the number of blacks was 4,377, and their

proportion iq the whites as i to 80.

Query 7. What is the condition of emancipated blacks ?

is any, and what provifion made for their education and
maintenance during infancy, or in a ftate of decrepitude^

age, or infanity ?

If a comp:irifon be made between the former and prefent

condition of this clafs of people in the New-England ftates,

it may be faid, that unlefs liberty be reckoned as a compen-
fation for many inconveniencies and hardfhips, the former
condition of moft of them was preferable to the prefent.

They have generally, though not wholly, left the country,

and refortcd to the maritime towns. Some are incorporated,-

and their breed is mixed with the Indians of Cape-Cod and
Martha's Vineyard ,• and the Indians are faid to be meliorat-

ed by the mixture. Some arip indufrrious and prudent, and
afew have acquired property ; but too many are improvident

'

• and indolent, though a fubfirtence for labouring people is

here very eafily obtained. Having been educated in families'

where they had not been iifed to provide for themfclves in

youth, they know not how to do it in age; Having been'

accuftomed to a plentiful and even luxurious mode of living,-

in the houfes of their matters, they are uncomfortable ia,

their prefent fituation. They often fuffer by damp, un-
wholefome lodgings, t)ecaure they are unable to pay the rent

of better ; and they are fubjed: to many infirmities and .

difeafes, efpecially in the winter. Thofe who ferve in fami-
lies of the whites, on wages, if fteady and prudent, are the

beft fed, the belt clad, and mofl: healthy ; but many of thofe

•who have families of their own to fupport, are opprelTed with
poverty and its attendant miferies.

^

The fame provilion is made»by the publick for the educa-
\

tion of their children as for thofe of the whites. In this'

town, the committee, who fuperintend the free fchools, have
^iven in charge to the fchool-maflers to receive and inflru^t

*
.

- black
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. black children as well as white ; but I have not heard of

. more than three or four who have taken advantage of this

privilege; though thei number of blacks in Bofton probably
cxxeeds one thoufand. It is a very eafy thing for the child-

ren of the poorelT: families here to acquire a common educa-
tion, not only at publick, but even at private fchools. The
means are fupplied by the manufactories of wool-cards.

Moft of the labour is done by machinery ; but the flicking

of the wires in leather is done by hand, and is an employ-
. ment for children. The fchool-miftrefles take the materials

" from the manufactories, and in the intervals of readinp", fet

the children to work ; which, if they are diligent, pays for

their fchooling, and perhaps yields fome little profit to the

\ miflrefs. In this mode, the children of blacks, as well as

whites, may be initiated in rhe firfl: rudiments of learning,

and at the fame time acquire a habit of induftry. No
fchools are fet up by the community for the blacks cxclufive-

ly ; though fometimes they have had indrudors of their own
colour, and at their own expenfc.

In age, decrepitude, or infanity, they have the benefit of

the laws, which oblige every town to provide for the poor
. and infirm. In the alms-houfe of this town, provifion is

made for invalids and infane of all colours ; and there is a

. fchool for children who are born or put there, to which
blacks have the fameaccefs a3 whites. When children are

of proper age to be bound out, the boys to a trade or a farm,

and the girls to ferve in families, the perfons who take them
enter into indentures with the overfeers of the poor ; they

, oblige thcmfelves to perfedl the boys in reading, writing,

, jtnd arithmctick J to provide them with cloathing, and at

the age of twenty-one to difmifs them with t\^o fuirs of

clothes and twenty pounds in cafn. The girls arc to be
taught reading, writing, fewing, knitting and houfcwifcry,

and to be difmifTed at the age of eighteen wiih fuirable

clothing. The fame indentures are given for blacks as for

whites.

In cafes where negroes formerly took their freedom with-

out the confent of their mailers, and without a legal procefs,

and have fmce become paupers, there is yet a quefiion con-
--cerning their fupport. Some fay, that their former mafters

ought to be at the expenfe. Others fay, that as the publick

opinion was in favour of their emancipacion, they ought to

B b (No. 3. Vol:, ivi) come
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come within the dcfcri prion oi ftate paupers, to be main-
tained at the expenfe of the ftate, and not of any particular

town. Others fay, they are properly town-charges ; but to

this it is anfwered, that they are within no defcription of

town inhabitants ; that towns could never give them warn-

ing to depart, and that they could never gain a legal fettle-

ment. Difputes of this kind are not much known in Bof-

ton, but exift in feveral places in the country. Suits are

ftiil pending on this^ queftion, and the judges have not form-

ed any fyfiem of opinion on the fubjed:. Application has

been made to the legiflature, and a bill has been before them,

but no decifion is yet made. In the mean time, they are

either maintained by the towns, with fome hope of reim-

burfeirsent from the ftate, or elfe by private charity.

By a law made at the fa?ne time with the prohibitory acl

in 17S8, all negroes, not citizens of any ftate in- the Union,,

but refident here, are required to depart in two months, or

they may be apprehended, whipped, and ordered to depart.

The procefs and punifhment may be renewed every two
months. The defign of this law is to prevent deferring

,

negroes from reforting hither, in hopes to obtain freedom,.
'

and then being thrown as a dead weight on this community.
I will only add under this head, that the negroes are fond

of taking the furname of their former mafters, or fuch one as

they were moft pleafed with, not forgetting the titles which
appended to them, as captain, colonel, doctor, efquire, &c. A

This fhows that they have as much vanity as other people.

Query 8. What are their political rights or difabilities f
h, there any difcrimination between them and white perfons I

They are equally under the protedion of the laws as

other people. Some gentlemen, whom I have confulted,

are of opinion, that they cannot eled, nor be eledled, to the

offices of government ; others are of a different opinion.
For my own part, I fee nothing in the conflitution which
difqualifies them either from electing or being eleded, if

they have the other qualifications required ; which may be
obtained by blacks as well as by whites. Some of them-
certainly do vote in the choice of officers for the ftate and'

federal governments, and no perfon has appeared to conteft

their right. Inftances of the eledlion of a black to any
publick ofHce are very rare. \ know of but one, and he

was
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was a town-clerk in one of our country towns. He was a

man of good fenfe and morals, and had a fchool education.

If I remember right, one of his parents was black and the

;Other either a white or mulatto. He is now dead.

The blacks are not enrolled in the militia. In time of

the infurreelion, 1786, th^y offered their fervice to governor

BowDoiN, to go againft the infurgents, to the number of 700 ;

but the council did not advife to fending them, and indeed

there was no neceffity for their fervices.

Query 9. Is there any perceptible difference between the

general, moral, or focial condud; of emancipated perfons, or

their defcendants, and others ?

Gentlemen who have ftudied this matter with philofophi-

cal attention, do not fcruple to fay, that there is no more
difference between them and thofe whites who have had the

fame education, and have lived in the fame habits, than

there is -among different perfons of that clafs of whites. In
this opinion I am inclined to acquiefce. It is neither birth

r, |ior colour, but education and habit, which form the human
charadler.

Query lo. Are intermarriages frequent between blacks

and whites ? if fo, are fuch alliances more frequent between
black men and white women, or the contrary ?

Inftances of fuch intermarriages are very rare ; and it is

, *faid, that the old law prohibiting them, is yet in force ; but

^ where the intercourfc does take place, it is much more fre^

j'v*quent between black men and white women than the con-
trary. Thcfe white women are, I believe, without excep-
tion, of the lowed: clafs in fociety, both for education and
morals. Blacks of a virtuous character intermarry with

their own colour.

Query 1 1 . Does harmony in general prevail between the

black and white citizents ? do they alTociate freely together?

or is a pre-eminence claimed by the one, and either avow-
edly or tacitly admitted by the other ?

I am not fenlible of any want of harmony in general be-
tween perfons of different colours, merely on account of

that difference. People of loofe and debauched charadlers,

sind ungovernable pillions, efpecially when they meet at bad
houfes,
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houfes, fall into difagreements and quarrels ; but thefe are

not much known abroad, unlefs brought by complaint be-

fore magi ftrates.

The blacks are frequently employed by the whites as

fervants or labourers ; and receive the fame wages and treat-

men as other perfons of the fame ftanding.

Perhaps it may be more agreeable to tranfcribe what was
given me in anfwer to this query by the aforefaid Prince
Hall. " Harmony in general (fays he) prevails between

us as citizens, for the good law of the land does oblige every

one to live peaceably with all his fellow citizens, let them be
black or white. We ftand on a level, therefore no pre-em-

inence can be claimed on either fide. As to our afibciating,

there is here a great number of worthy good men and good
citizens, that are not afliamed to take an African by the

hand ; but yet there are to be feen the weeds of pride, envy,

tyranny, and fcprn, in this garden of peace, liberty and
equality."

Having once and again mentioned this perfon, I muft in-

form you that he is grand mafter of a lodge of free mafons,

compofed wholly of blacks, and diftinguilhed by the name
of the *' A/riran Lodge." It was begun in 1775, while this

town was garrifoned by Britiih troops ; fome of whom held

a lodge, and initiated a num.ber of negroes. After the peace,

they fent to England, and procured a charter under the
authority of the Duke of Cumberland, and figned by the

late.Earl of Effingham. The lodge at prefent confifts of

thirty perfons ; and care is taken that none but thofe of a

good moral charadcr are admitted.

I fhall add the following note, written by a white gentle-

man of the craft, of good information and candour.
" The African Lodge, though poffelTing a charter from

England, meet by themfelves ; and white mafons not more
fkilled in geometry, will not acknowledge them. The
reafon given is, "that the blacks were made clandeftinely in

thQ firfc place, which^ if known, would have prevented them
froni receiving a charier. But this inquiry would not have
been made about white lodges, many of which have not

conformed to the rules of mafonry. The truth is, they are

pjhamed of being on equaliiy with blacks. Even the fra-

ternal kifs of France, given to merit without diftindion of

foiourj doth not influence MalTachufetts mafons to give an
' erpbrac^
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embrace lefs emohatical to their black brethren. Thefe, on
* the other hand, valuing themfelves on their knowledge of

.the craft, think themfelves better mafons in other refpedls

than the whites, becaufe mafonry confiders all men equal who
are /r-fif, and our laws admit no kind of flavery. It is evi-

dent from this, that neither avowedly nor tacitly do the

blacks admit the pre-em.inence of the whites ; but it is as

evident, that a pre-eminence is claimed by the whites,"

References to the Topographical and Historical
Description of Boston, published in Vol. III. of
THE Collections of the Massachusetts Histori-
cal Society, for 1794. Communicated by its

Author.

IN page 258, at the date 1669, ^^^ '^^ ^^ noted, that the

old fouth fpacious brick meeting-houfe in Marlborough-
ftreet was not built that year^ that is the date of the old

• cedar meeting-houfe, which was pulled down to erect a new
hrick houfe on the fame ground, by the fame church and
congregation ; the foundation ftone of which was laid

March 31, 1729.
Page 269, at the date 171 1, OcHiober, it is faid, ''The

firji houfe ereded in the town was burnt." Since that pub-
lication, I find, by information from fome elderly pcrfons,

who remember the fire mentioned under that date, that it

was not the fir/t houfe built forpublick worfhip, (that houfe,

as expreffed in page 257, was fold by the proprietors) ; but
the meeting-houfe burnt being built before another church
was formed in the town, I thought it no impropriety to call

it the Jirjt.

It was thefecond meeting-houfe burnt at the time referred

to, built by the firj} church and cong^egafion gathered in Bolton,

not on the fame fpot where the old zvooden houfe flood, (the

ground where the branch bank now Rands), but in its vicin-

ity. At the fame date (171 1, Ociiober) it is faid, " We un-
derfiand they had not then in the town any fire-engines."

An elderly citizen, now living, thinks there were two
;• engines. Another citizen, about the fame age, does not

recoiled that there were any ; but well remembers the
blowing up of fome houfes was the means of fpreading the

iire^ and occalioned the lofs of fome lives. Page
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Page 271, next to the fire mentioned in February 17,

1767, the following fliould have been inferred :

1774, Augufl: 10. At or about this time, a fire happened,

at midnight, in a large brick dwelling-houfe in Filh-flreer,

oppofire the place formerly called Glidden's fhipyard, north

end. It confumed the iniide of the building, and one houfe

adjoining it. The flames were fo fudden and rapid as im-
mediately, on its difcovery, to communicate with the flair-

cafe, and prevent the efcape of thofe who occupied the

chambers, unlefs by leaping out of the windows, which fome
did. The lofs of property was not fo great ; but the lofs of

lives greater than in any fire in the town \^e find on record ;

(the lives loft in 171 1 we do not find to be afcertained). The
number now loft is three women and two children, burnt to

death.

In page 273, at the conclufion of the account of remark-,

able fires in Bofton, it may not be improper to relate the

ioWo'^'mg fingular inftance of a fire in England, fome years

ago.
" A gentleman, in the month of Auguft, finding himfelf

very hot, and uneafy in bed, got up before the reft of the fam-
ily, and took a walk into the garden ; and when he had got to

the bottom, turning back again, he caft his eyes upon the

houfe, and faw a flame in his room, fronting the garden ;

and in which, when he left it, juft before, he perceived not

the leart fymptom of any fire, there being no candle, nor

fmoke, nor any thing like it. He ran, very much amazed;,

and found his night-cap, which he had thrown carelefsly .,

upon a table in the room, all in a flame, which he happily

exiinguifhed, upon his timely difcovery, before it had done
any other damage than burning part of his cap, and the

covering of the table. This accident, which might have
been attended with dreadful confequences, was occafioned

m.erely by a ^/o/^«A^r decanter, filled with water, being fet

upon the table, the fun fhining upon it, and the gentleman*-

happening to throw his cap upon the proper focal diftance

of the refradcd rays which palTed through faid body o^
water in the decanter. The gentleman, afterwards, for ex-

periment's fake, fired his cap again, by placing that, and
the decanter of water, in the fame pofition, that he might
have no doubt of the caufe of fo unexpeded an event.

Account
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Account of Burials and Baptisms in Boston, from
THE Year 1701 to 1774.

TH E following account of burials is taken from the

news-papers, chiefly from the Bofton Gazette. To
which we have added, various colledlions from the records

of churches, and private manufcripts.

It may not only gratify a certain clafs of readers, whofe

fludies are thought by fome to be more curious than ufeful ;

but afford fatisfadion to all thofe who wifh to compare the

ftate of the town, and judge of the health and numbers of

the inhabitants, at different times of the prefent century.

The m.ore critical years of mortality are noted. Vid. No,

4, Bofton Gazette, 1753.

Tears.
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Years.

1722

1723
1724
1725
1726

1727
1728

1729
17301-

1734
1732

1733
.^^1734

1735
^73611

5737
1738

1739
1740
1 741

1742

1743
1744

174s
i746§

1747
1748

1749
1750
1751

175211

1753
1754

Whites.

240

342
360
268

290

373
3B5

471

749
3^8
400

374
440
370
532
516

476
468
568

455
445
536
425
706

479
710
626

581

507
548

893
418
3»o

Blacks.

71

47
56

53
106

113

99
160

90

99
84
88

85

85

91
100
86

136
100

72

84

72

74
99
67
114

96

97
76
116

63

54

Total.
I

Baptifms.

273
413
407
324

:

343 •

479
498

:

570
909
408 56^
499 526

458 526
528 536

455 579
617 514
607 519
576 : 53'^

554 499
704 591
555' 68o-

517
I

716
620 58'5

497 566
780 573
578 48a

777 492
740 504
677 493
604 • S3^
624 488
1009 357
481 376
434 , 439

.^*.-. Years',
* Meafles fpread, but favourable'; few died of the diftemper.

+ The Small-pox fpread, and above 400 died of it. Greateft number of deaths in June.
Inoculation allowed in March. 40CO may be faid to have it, according to Douglafs 5 and he
fays 500 died ; others lefs by 100. There was no exaft fcrutiny.

J The account of baptifms before the year 1731 could not be obtained. No adults ate

reckoned in this lift.

(I
Dr. Douglafs has given a praftical hiftory of an eruptive miliary fever, with a throat-'

diftemper, which prevailed in 1735 ^^^ '73^*

^ About this time an epidemical fever prevailed, which proved very mortal.

^ Small-pox/pread tljrough the town.

\-jt:

7669 had it, of which died 569,

.»
••' V
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*

Years.

1755
1756

1757
1758

1759
1760
1761

1762

1763
i764t

1765I
1766

1767
1768

1769
1770
i77f

i772§

1773
1774

Whites.

419
461

361

467
565
508

448
390
344
471
508
400
403

?>^
579
404
423
458

546

Blacks.

65

73

57
64
68

66

83

63

77
52

45
65

48

79

59

59
62

50

Total.

484
^16

434
524
629

576
456
531

407
548
560

445
468

417
645
483
482

517

S9i
59^

Baptifms.

442
441
415
423
376
417
412
418
418
367

479
424
439
414
440
445
399
373
486
521

"With this account of burials, we may compare Dr. Doug-
lafs's ftatement of the number of inhabitants at different

periods.

In the beginning of this century, the inhabitants of Bofton,

blacks included, were about 6750, and the burials, cojnnmm-

bus anniSy about 230.

Anno 1720, the inhabitants were circiter r 1,000 ; and
burials, ccmmimihis annis, about 350.
Anno 1735, (1729 and 1730 were meafles and fmall-pox

years) the inhabitants were about 15,000; and burials,

communihus ann'iSy 500.

He declares, likewife, that in 1752, •'this was the true

ftate of thofe who died of the fmall-pox, and who had the

diforder.

He is always pofitive, 2indfemetimes accurate. -

Small-pox
* Meafles.

-f-
Small-pox fpread through the town.

J It may be noticed that in feveral inftances, greater numbers have died the year afterj

tiian the year in which a diforder has prevailed.

§ Meafles.

C c (No. 3. Vol. iv.)
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Tfiere be 5 iron works, which cafi: no guns.

There are fifteen merchants, worth about 50,000 £. or

about 500, one with another.

500 perfons, worth each 3000 j^.

No houfe in New-England has more than 20 rooms.

Not 20 houfes in Bofton which have ip rooms each.

About 1500 families in Bofton.

The worft cottages in New-England are lofted.

No beggars.

Not three perfons put to death for theft (aimually).

About 35 rivers and harbours.

About 23 iflands and fifhing places.

The three provinces of Bofton, Maine, and New-Hamp-,
Ihire, make three fourths of the whole in wealth and ftrength.

The other three of Kennedlicut, Rhode-Ifland, Kennebeck,
being but one fourth of the whole in effedh Not above

three of their military men have been adual foldiers, but

many fuch foldiers as the artillery -men at London.

' Leverett, the governor.

Major Dennifon,

Major Clarke,

Mr. Bradftreet.

Among the magiilrates,

the rnoft popular are

r Mr. Thacher,

Among the minifters, < Mr. Oxenbridge,

l^Mr. Higginfon,

There are no mulicians by trade.

A dancing fchool was fet up ; but put down.

A fencing fchool is allowed.

All cordage, fail cloth, and nets, come from England.

No cloth made there, worth 4/. a yard.

No linen above 2/6.

No allum, nor copperas, nor fait made by their fun.

They take an oath of fidelity to the governor, but none
to the king.

The governor is chofen by every freenian.

r Orthodox,

A freeman muft be < Above 20 years old,

l^Worth about 200
;f.

Copy



f i8 Letter to Mr. Provojl Bunjler.

Copy OF A Letter sent from Dublin, in Ireland, to
Mr. Provost Dunster, in the Year 1655.

Honoured Friend.

I
AM wholly a flranger to you, further than as to report,

which hath fpread itfelf to the rejoicing of many that

fear the Lord ; and hearing that your portion hath been to

fuffer in fome nieafure for the crofs of Chrift, myfelfand fome

. others, that truly love you on the ground aforefaid, made it

our requefl to the truly virtuous lord deputy, to provide for

you in this land ; who readily embraced the fame, and or-

dered fifty pounds for the bringing over yourfelf and family,

as you may fee by a copy of his lordlhip's and council's in-

xlofed, with diredions for me to fend to you ; which
moneys I have fent by Mr. John Milam, of Waterford, once
an inhabitant of New-England, who is bound with a Ihip

to fome parts of New-England, and who will fend tb you,

and contrive your paflage, and advife you as to the ftate of

this country, and the chriftians among us. You need not

fear accommodations here j though I hope that will not be
your chief motive, but rather the honour of the Lord, and his

great name. You may, through mercy, have free liberty of

your confcience, and opportunity of aflbciating with faints,

and. free publifhing the gofpel of truth, which is greatly

wanted amongft us, there being but few able and painful

men, who make the fervice of God their work. I pray-be

not difcouraged at any thing you have heard, or fhall hear,

of this place ; but confider the providence of God, who fo

unexpectedly, as to you, calls for your remove. Paul did

not, in the like cafe, confer with flefh and blood ; (haply

you may have lefs reafon, in fome refpedts, fo to do). I

defire you to have a care, knowing that there is a crafty one,

that lies in wait for to deceive. I fhall add no more, but
defire you to confider, that it is the duty of a chriflian to be
guided by the call of God ; and to be, and do, whatever he
fhall require from him ; by which rule I defire you to walk ;

and the God of mercy be your counfellor herein, and guide
you in the way he would have you to walk, and that his

prefence may attend you to the perfedting of your race with
joy, and witnefTing a good confeflion before men ; that fo,

in



^ Account of the Century LeBure at Salem. i\<^

f» in the end, you may be perfefled in the joy and glory of the

Lord at his appearing ; in whom I truft to be found.

Yours and all faints' fincere friend and fervant,

T^ jj. J r Edward Roberts.
Pubtin, 3«, 1655.

Received loch July, 1656, from the hand of

GooDwiT Price.

The order of the council inclofed.

Account of the first Century Lecture, held at
Salem.

HAVING met with the following article, in an old

publick paper, relative to the ecclefiaflical hiftory of

Mallachufetts-bay, the writer copied it, to be preferved in

the collections of the Maflachufetts Hiftorical Society, if ap-

proved by the editors.

" Salem, Aiiguft 6, 1729. On Wednefday was celebrated

the firji century tenure, in the meeting-houfe of the hrft

church here, in commemoration of the good hand of the

Lord in founding that church, on Auguft 6, 1629 ; juft one
hundred years ago ; enlarging, and making her the mother
of feveral others, and preferving and bleffing her to this day.

She was the firft congregational church that was completely

formed and organized in the whole American continent,

which was on the day abovementioned, when the Rev. Mr.
[Francis] Higginfon was ordained the teacher, and the

Rev. Mr. Skelton their paftor. Governor Bradford, and
others, deputed from the church at Plymouth, coming into

the aflembly in the time of the folemnity, (having been

hindered by contrary winds), gave them the right hand of

fellovvfliip ; wifhing all profperity, and a blefied fuccefs to

fuch good beginnings.
*' The century lecture began v,'ith finging pfalm cxxii.

The Rev. Mr. Barnard then prayed. We then f\ng pfalm

evil. I to 8. The Rev. Mr. Filk then preached a very

agreeable fermon from pfalm Ixxviii, i to 7. We then fang

pfalm xliv. i, 2, 6, 7 verfes. The Rev. Mr. Prefcotc then

prayed. We then fang pfalm c. firfl: metre, and the Rev.
^^r. Fifk pronounced the blcfiing.

*' There
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E20 Anfwers of the General Ceuri of Conne5ficui

" There were thirtcenminifters prefent, and a confiderable

confluence of people both from this place, and the towns

about."

Answers of the General Court of Connecticut to

CERTAIN Queries of the Lords of the Committee
pF Colonies.

THE following anfwers of the General Court to the lords

of the committee of colonies, difclofe a variety of

curious particulars of the ftate of Connedticut, at the end of

44 years. * "
:

From Neiv-England papers in the plantation office.

Fid. Chalmers' political annals.

The queries are implied in the anfwers.

1. We have two General Courts, as flated in the charter.

Two courts of afiifiants for the trial of capital offences.

Our colony in 4 counties ; 2 county courts in each, annual-

ly, of magiftrates and juries for actions of debt.

2. The legiflative is only in the General Court. The
executive in thefe courts appointed, as before.

3. We have little traffick abroad, and therefore little oc-

cafion for a court of admiralty, diftint'T: from the court of
afiifiants.

4. We have fcnt one of our law books. Your lordfhips

will take notice, whether any are made repugnant to the laws

of England.

5. As to the number of our forces, we have only one troop,

of 60 horfe, and are raifing three more. Our forces are

train bands. In each county there is a major, who com-
mands its militia, under the general.

In Hartford county there are 835
New-London do. 509

. New-Haven do. 623
Fairfield do. 540.

6. We have one fort at the mouth of Connecticut river j,

good towns we have, one efpecially, New-London, formerly

Pequot, &c.
7. It is rare any pirates or privateers come on thefe

dangerous coafls ; two years ago a French one wintered at

New-London.
8. As
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8. As for Indian neighbours, we compute them 500 fight-

ing men. Our chief trade for procuring clothing is by

fending what provilions we raife to Bofton, where we buy

goods. The trade with the Indians is worth nothing, be-

caufe their frequent wars hinder them from getting peltry.

9. We have neighbourly correfpondence with New-
Plymouth J with Maffachufetts ; lince major Androfe came
to New-York, with him ; but not with his prcdecclfor :

With Rhode-Ifland we have not fuch good correfpondence

as we defire.

10. Our boundaries are as exprefled in the charter : We
cannot guefs the number of acres fettled or manurable ; the

country being mountainous, full of rocks, hills, fwamps, and
vales ; what is fir, is taken up j what remains, muft be

gained out of the fire, by hard blows, and for fmall re-

compence.

11. 13. Our principal towns are Hartford, New-London,
New-Haven, and Fairfield. Our buildings generally of

wood ; fome are of ftone and brick ; and fome of good
ftrength, and comely, for a wildernefs. We have 26 fmall

towns already feated ; in one of them is two churches. Our
rivers are numerous and navigable.

14, 15. The commodities of the country are provifions,

lumber, and horfes ; but we cannot guefs the yearly value.

The moft are tranfported to Bofton, and bartered for cloth-

ing. Some fmall quantity is fent to the Caribbee iflands,

and bartered for producl:s and fome money. And now and
then (rarely) veiTels are fent to Fayal and Madeira, and the

cargoes bartered for wine. We have no need of Virginia

trade, as moft people plant fo much tobacco as they need.

We have good materials for fhip-building. The value of

our annual imports amount probably to 9000^. We raife

no falt-petre.

16, 20. We have about 20 petty merchants. Some trade

to Bofton, fome to the Weft-Indies, and other colonies ; but

few foreign merchants trade here. The number of our
planters is included in the training bands, which confift of

all from 16 to 60 years of age. There are but few fervants,

and but fewer flaves ; not more than 30 in the colony.

I There are fo few Englifti, Scorch, or Irifti, come in, that we
can give no account of them. There comiC fometimes 3 or 4
blacks from Barbadoes, which arc fold for 22 ^T. each.

Wo



222 Anfwers of the General Court of Conne^icuty ^c.

We da not know the exacfl number of perfons born, nor of

marriages, nor of burials, but the increafe is as follows :—In

1671, the number of men were 2050 ; in 1676, were 2303 ;

in 1677, were 2362 j in 1678, were 2490 j in 1679,.

were 2507.
21, 25. We cannot guefs the eftates of the merchants

j

but the property of the whole corporation doth not amount
to 1 10,788 ^- fterling. Few veffels trade here but from

Bofton and New-York, which carry off our produce.

Twenty-four fmall veffels belong to the colony. The ob-

ftruftion to trade is owing to want of eftates, and to the

high price of labour. Commerce would be improved,,

were New-London, New-Haven, and Fairfield, made free

ports for 15 or 20 years. This would increafe the trade

and wealth of this poor colony. There are no duties on
goods, exported, or imported, except on wines and liquors j.

which, though inconfiderable, are appropriated to main-^

tain free fchools.

26, 27. The people are ftricl Congregationalifts. A few*

inore, large Congregationalifts ; and fome moderate Prefby-

terians ; but the Congregationalifls are the greateft number.
There are about 4 or 5 Seven^day meuy and about as many
^iakers. Great care is taken of the inftru dion of the people

in the chriftian relig*:on, by minifters catechifingand^reach-

ing twice every fabbath, and fometimes on ledture days <

and alfo by mafters of families infl:ruc5ling their children and
fervants, which the law commands them to do. We have

26 towns, and there are 21 churches in them, and in every

one a fettled minifter, except two lately planted. The
ftipend is from 50 to lool. Every town maintains its own
poor : But there is feldom any want, becaufe labour is dear,

being from 2/. to 2/6 a day for a labourer ; becaufe pro-

vifions are cheap ; wheat is 4/. per bufliel, peas 3/. indian;

corn 2/6- pork 3^. a pound, beef 2d\. butter Gd, and ^o other

matters in proportion. Beggars and vagabonds are not dif-

fered ; but when difcovered, they are bound out to fervice.

Vagabonds who pafs up and down, are punifhed by the

law.

William Leate, Gov.

John Allen, Secr'y.

15 July, 1680. _
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To THE PUBLICK.

^ The colle<flions of the Hiftorical Society are not de-

iigned as a vehicle of controverfy between individuals, re-

fpeding their charaders or interefts. But in our firft num-
ber for the prefent year, (page 65, 66), a portfcript of a let-

ter from the Rev. Gideon Hawley was inadvertently admitted,

containing fomc alTertions refpedling two gentlemen in the

county of Barnftable, which they have fmce contradided.

A letter, accompanied with feveral depofitions, tending to

difprove the fadls aflerted, is lodged in the hands of the Rev.

James Freeman, recording fecrctary, and may be feen by
any perfon who is delirous of information ; but nothing

farther on the fubjed will be publifhed by this fociety.

As there have been already printed very particular accounts

of the earthquakes in New-England, which may be found

in the iji. vol. of the tranfactions of the American Academy^

and in the LeBure iipn Earthquakes, by the late excellenc

profelTor Winthrop, the editors of the Hiftorical Col-

leclions are defired to publifli in one of their num-bers the

full account of the earthquake at Port-Royal, in Jamaica,

1 692, which was written by the minifter of that place, from
aboard the Granada, in Pcir/-i?^_>v2//7t7r^(9/^r, and is well worth

preferving as a fpecimen of natural hijiory. It was printed

at London^ on a half flieet of paper, for Jacob l^onfon,

^he firji Letter^ dated June 22, 1692.

Dear Friend,

I
DOUBT not but you will both from gazettes, and let-

ters, hear of the great calamity that hath befallen this

ifland by a terrible earthquake, on the 7th inftant, which
hath thrown down almoft all the houfes, churches, fugar-

works, mills, and bridges through the whole country. It

tore the rocks and mountains, deftroyed fome whole planta-

tions, and threw them into the fea. But Port-Roval had

much the greateft fhare in this terrible judgment of God :

I will therefore be more particular in giving you an ac-

count of its proceedings in this place, that you may know^

what my danger was, and how unexpeded my prefeivation.

D d (No. 3. Vol. iv.)
.
On
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On Wednefday the 7th of June, I had been at churcfi

reading prayers, which I did every day (ince 1 was redor of

Port-Royal, to keep up fome fhew of religion among a moft
ungodly debauched people ; and was gone to a place hard

by the church, where the merchants ufed to meet, and where
the prefident of the council was, who a6ls now in chief till

we have a nev/ govcrnour. This gentleman came into my
company, and engaged me to take a glafs of wormwood
wine with him, as a whet before dinner.

He being my very great friend, I ftaid with him. Here-
upon he lighted a pipe of tobacco, which he was pretty long^

a taking ; and not being willing to leave him before it was
put, this detained me from going to dinner to one captain

Ruden's, \vhere I was to dine ; vvhofe houfe upon th& firll

conciiilion funk into the earth, and then into the fea, with
his v.'ife and family, and fonie who were come to dine witb
him. Had I been there I had been loft. But to return to

the preddenr, and his pipe of tobacco. Before that was out,

I found the ground rolling and moving under my feet, upon
which I faid. Lord, fir, what is this ? He replied veiy com-
pofedly, being a very grave man, it is an earthquake, be not
afraid, it will foon be over : But ir increafed, and we heard-

the church and tower fall ; upon which, we ran to fave our-
felves. I quickly loft him, and made towards Morgan*a
fort, which being a wide open place, I thought to be there

fecureft from the tailing houfes : But as I made toward it, I

"

faw the earth open and fvvallow up a multitude of people^,

and the fea mounting in upon us over the fortifications.

I then laid atide all thoughts of efcaping, and refolved to^

make toward my own lodging, there to- meet death in as

good a pofture as I could : From the place where I was, I

was forced to crofs and run through two or three very nar-
row ftreets. The houfes and walls fell on each fide of me.
Some bricks came rolling over my ftioes, but none hurt me.
When I came to my lodging, I found there all things in the
fame order I left them ; not a pidure, of which there were
feveral fair ones in my chamber, being out of its place.

I went to my balcony to view the ftreet in which our houfe
ftood, and fov/ never a houfe down there, nor the ground fo

much as cracked. The people feeing me, cried out to me to.

come and pray with them. When I came into the ftreet

every one laid hold on my clothes and embraced me, that

with
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frith their fear and kindncfs I was almoft ftifled. I perfnad*

cd them at lafl: to kneel down and make a large ring, which
they did. I prayed with them near an hour, when I was
almoft fpent with the hea^ of the fun, and the exercife.

They then brought me a chair ; the earth working all the

while with new motions, and tremblings, like the rollings of
the fea ; infomuch that fometimes when I was at prayer I

could hardly keep myfelf upon my knees.

By that time 1 had been half an hour longer with them,
in fetting before them their fins and heinous provocations,

and ferioufly exhorting them to repentance, there came
fome merchants of the place ; who defired me to go aboard

fome fhip in the harbour, and refrefli myfelf, telling me that

they had gotten a boat to carry me off. I found the fea had
entirely fwallowed up the wharf, with all the goodly brick

houfes upon it, moft of them as fine as thofe in Cheapfide,

and two entire ftreets beyond that. From the tops of fome
houfes which lay levelled with the furface of the water, I

got firft into a canoe, and then into a long-boat, which put

me aboard a fhip called the Siam-merchant. There I found

the prefident fafe, who was overjoyed to fee me ; and con-
tinued that night, but could not fleep for the returns of the

earthquake almoft every hour, which made all the guns in

the fliip to jar and rattle.

The next day I went from {hip to ftiip to vifit thofe who
were bruifed, and dying ; likcwife to do the laft office at the

finking of feveral corps which came floating from the point.

This indeed hath been my forrowful employment ever fincc

I came aboard this fhip with defign to come to England ;

we having had nothing but fhakings of the earth, with thun-

der and lightning, and foul weather ever fince. Befides the

people being fo defperately wicked, it makes me afraid to

ftay in the place : For that very day this terrible earthquake

happened, as foon as night came on, a company of lewd

rogues, whom they call privateers, fell to breaking open
ware-houfes, and houfes deferted, to rob and rifle their

neighbours whilft the earth trembled under them, and the

houfes fell on fome of them in the ad: : And thofe audacious

whores who remain ftill upon the place, are as impudent and
drunken as ever.

I have been twice on fhore to pray with the bruifed and
dying people, an^ to chriften children, where I met too

many
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many drunk and fwearing. I did not fpare them, nor the

niagiftrates neither, who have fuffered wickednefs to grow-

to fo great a height. I have, I blefs God, to the beft of my
ikill and power, difcharged my duty in this place, which
you will hear from mod perfons, who come from hence, t

have preached fo feafonably to them, and fo plain. In the

laft fermon I delivered in the church, I fet before them what
would be the iffue of their impenitence and wickedntfs fo

clearly, that they have fince acknowledged it was more like

a prophecy than a fermon. I had, I confefs, an impulfe on
me to do it ; and many times I have preached in this pulpit,

things, which I never premeditated at home, and could not,

methought, do otherwife. - '

The day when all this befel us was very clear, and afford-

ed not the fufpicion of the leafl: evil ; but in the fpace of

three minutes, about half an hour after eleven in the mornings

Port-Royal, the faireft town of all the Englifli plantations,

the befi: emporium and mart of this part of the world, ex-

ceeding in its riches, plentiful of all good things, was

iliaken and fhattered to pieces, funk into and covered, for

the greater part, by the fea, and will in a fliort time be whol-

ly eaten up by it : For few of thofe houfes that yet Hand, arc

left whole, and every day we hear them fall, and the fea

daily encroaches upon it. We guefs that by the falling of

the houfes, opening of th^ earth, and inundation of the

waters, there are loft fifteen hundred perfons, and many of

good note ; of whom my good friend attorney -general Muf-
grove is one, provoft-marihal Revcs another, my lord fecre-

rary Reves another. William Turner, Thomas Turner's

brother, is loft : Mr. Swymer efcaped, but his houfe-mate,

Mr. Watts, perifhed.

I came, as I told you, on board this (liip in order to return

home : But the people arc fo importunate with me to flay,

that I know not what to fay to them. I muft undergo great

hardfhips if I continue here, the country being broken all to

pieces and dilfettled. I muft live now in a hut, eat yams
and plantans for bread, which I could never endure ; drink

rum-punch and water, which were never pleafing to me.

I have written to fend a younger perfon, who may better

endure the fatigue of it than 1 can : But if I fhould leave

them, now, it would look very unnatural to do it in their dif-

trefs ; and therefore whatever 1 fufl'er I Vvould not have
'

fuch
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luch a blame lie at my door ; fo that I am refolved to con-

tinue with them a year longer. They are going all in hafle

.10 build a ntvv town near the rock in Linnavea, the guardian

of this ifland. The French from Petit Goavias, did attack

this ifland «n the north fide ; but were all defeated ancj

deftroyed, it being about the time of the. earthquake.

Second Letter, June 1%, 1692.

Ever fince that fatal day, the mofl terrible that ever I faw

^ in my life, I have lived on board a fliip ; for the (bakings

\ of the earth return every now and then. Yefierday we had

a very great one> but it feems lefs terrible on fliip-board

than on fhore ; yet I have ventured to Port-Royal no iefs

than three times ^\ncz its defolation, among the fiiattered

I
houfes, to bury the dead, pray with the lick, and chriflen the

children. Sunday laft I preached among them in a tent,

the houfes which remain being fo fhattercd^ that I durfl: not

^- venture in them. The people are overjoyed to fee me

I

"among them, and wept bitterly when I preached : I hope by
\ .this terrible judgment, God will make them reform their

fives, for there was not a more ungodly people on the face of

the earth.

It is a fad fight to fee all this harbour, one of the faired

I

- and goodlieft I ever fav/, covered with the dead bodies of

\:
people of all conditions, floating up and down withour bu-

rial : For our great and famous burial-place, called the pali-

fadoes, was defi:royed by the earthquake ; which dafliing to

pieces the tombs, whereof there were hundreds in that place,

the fea waflied the carcaffes of thofe, who had been buried,

out of their graves. Multitudes of rich men are utterly ru-

ined, whilfl: many, who were poor, by watching opportuni-

ties, and fearching the wrecked and funk houfes, (even al-

moft while the earthquake lafied, and terror was upon all

the confiderable people) have gotten great riches.

We have had accounts from feveral parts of thefe ifiands,

of the mifchiefs done by the earthquake. From St. Anns
we hear of above 1000 acres of woodland changed into the

Sl fea, and carrying with it whole plantations. But no place

fufFered like Port-Royal ; where whole fireets (with inhab-

itants) were fwallowed up by the opening earth, which then

', {hutting upon them, fqueezed the people to death. And in
^'

that
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that manner feveral are left buried v/ith their heads above

ground ; only fome heads the dogs have eaten : others are

covered with dull: and earth, by the people who yet remain

in the place, to avoid the Itench.

Thus I have told you a long and a fad ftory ; and God
knows what worfe may happen yet. The people tell me,

that they hear great bellowings and noifes in the mountains j

which makes fome very appreheniive of an eruption of fire:

Iffo, it will, I fear, be more deftrudlive than the earthquake,

I am afraid to ftay, and yet I know not how, in point of

confcience, at fuch a jun<flure as this, to quit my ftation.

Some farther accounts of the fame Earthquake^ from ihe

Philofophical Tranfanions.

A great part of Port-Royal is funk :* That where the

wharfs t were, is now fome fathoms deep under water. All

the llreet where the church ftood is overflowed ; fo that the

water is arifen as high as the upper rooms of thofe hpufes

which are ftanding.

The earth when it opened, fwallowed up people, and they

rofe in other ftreets ; fome in the middle of the harbour,

and yet were faved : Although at the fame time, I believe

there were loft above two thoufand whites and blacks. In.

the north, above one thoufand acres of land funk, and thir-

teen people with it. All our houfes were thrown down all over

the ifland, that we were forced to live in huts.J The two
great mountains, at the entrance into i6 mile walk, fell, and

meeting, ftopt the river : So that it was dry from that place

to the ferry for a whole day ; and vaft quantities of fifh were

taken up, greatly to the relief of the diftrefled and terrified

inhabitants. At Yellows, a great mountain fplit, and fall-

ing into the level land, covered feveral fettlements, and de-

flroyed nineteen white people. One of the perfons whofe

name was Hopkins, had his plantation removed half a mile

from the place where it formerly ftood, and now good pro-

vifions grow upon it.§

The furpriiing accidents mentioned in the above para-^

graph
* Another fays nine parts in ten of the town was shook down, and drowned in two minute»

•ime.

+ The account from whence the foriricr note was taken, fay?, the wharf iide was fwallow-

ed in lefs than one minute, and that very few efcaped there,

J Doubtlefs thofe of the negroes which ftood the fhock.

§PbiU Trasf. p. 88. Abridg. p. 411.
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graph are confirmed by the accounts of others. Dr. Morle7

writes, that in feveral places of the country the earth gaped

prodigioufly. He adds, that on the north fide the planters*

houfes, with the greater part of their plantations, (and the

planters' houfes are not very near to one another) were fwal-

lowed, houfes, people, trees, all up in one gape ; infiead of

which appeared for fome time a great pool or lake of water,

covering above 1000 acres :* But that this lake is fmce

dried up, and nothing is now (ctn but a loofe fand or gravel,

without any the leaS mark, or lign left whereby one may
judge that either a tree, houfe, or any thing elie had ever

flood there.

t

Another account takes notice that the road from Spanifll

town to 16 mile walk lies along the river ; and that the

two mountains about midway which were almoft perpendic-

ular, efpecially on the other iide the ftream, were by the vio-

lent fhake of the earthquake joined together, which ftopt

the palTage of the river, and forced it to feek another chan-

nel, a great way in and out amongft the woods and Savana's.

The fame writer adds, that the mountains at Yellows fared

no better than thofe of 16 mile walk : That a great part of

one of them falling down, drove all the trees before it :

That at the foot of the mountain, a plantation was wholly

overthrown and buried in it ; and that the mountains in

Liguania fell in feveral places, and in fome very fleep. §

The following relation will give the reader an idea of the

terrible and fudden manner in which lioufes and people were

fwallowed up. The writer was a fufferer himfelf. He lofl

all his people and goods, his wife and two men : Only one
white maid efcaped ; who informed him that her miflrefs

was in her clofet, two pair of Hairs high : That being fent

into the garret, where was Mrs. B. and her daughter, fnc

there felt the earthquake : That upon this. Hie bid her,

(Mrs. B.) take up her child, and run down ; but turning

about, met the water at the top of the garret (lairs : For the

houfe, adds he, funk downright, and is now near 30 feec

under water. This gentleman and his fon went that morn-
ing to Liguania ; by which means they were faved. How-
ever the earthquake took them about mid-way, when they

were near being overwhelmed by a fwift-roUing fea fix feet

above

* Doubtlefs the looo acres abovementioned. -j; PhlJ. Traef. p. S9, Abridg. p. 4*5».

^ Phil, Tranf. p, 8?. Abridg. p. 413,
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above the furface, without any wind, which forced fhem-'

back to Liguania. There he found all the houfcs evenr

with the ground, except thofe of the negroes.*

According to Dr. Morley it was thought that there were loft

in all parts of the ifland 2000 people ; and that had the fhake
happened in the night, very few would have efcaped alive.t

But the mortality which enfued the great earthquake (for

they had little ones daily), made greater havock than the
earthquake itfelf. By an account dated the 23d of Septem-
ber following, almoft half the people, who efcaped at Port-
Royal, were lince dead of a malignant fever, from change of
air, want of dry houfes, warm lodging, proper medicines, and
other conveniences.J Dr. Morley obferves that this lick-

nefs (fuppofed to proceed from the hurtful vapours belched
from-the many openings of the earth) fpread all over Jamai-
ca, and became fo general, that few efcaped it. It is thought
it fwept away in many parts of the ifland 3000 fouls ; moft
of them from Kingftown only,

§

The fame gentleman takes notice, that he had felt feveralr

lefler {hakes, and heard the noife often ; which is very loud,

and, by thofe not ufed to hear it, may be easily taken for ?:

ruffling wind, or hollow rumbling thunder : But he fays it

hath fom.e puffing blafts peculiar to itfelf, moft like thofe of
a brimftone match, when lighted ; but in a much greater

degree, and fuch as a large magazine of brimftone may be
fuppofed to make, when on fire. He adds, that in Port-
Royal, and many places all over the ifland, much fulphureous

combulnble matter had been found, fuppofed ta have been
thrown out, upon the opening of the earth ; which upon the
firft touch of fire, would flame and burn like a candle.

|j

We (hall conclude the whole with remarks on the weatherj

both before and after the earthquake. Dr. Morley obferves,

that the year 1692, began in Jamaica, with very dry and hot-

weather, which continued till May, when there was very

blowing weather, and much rain till the end of the month.
From that time till the earthquake happened, it was excef-

five hot, calm, and dry. We learn from another hand, that

the weather was much hotter after the earthquake than be-

fore ; and that there appeared fuch an innumerable quantity

of mufquetoes, as had never been feen in the ifland till then.f"

*Phil. Tranf. N" 209. p. 83. Abridg. p. 411. -j- Abridg. p. 417.

J The fame, p. 411. § The fame, p. 419.

II The fame, p. 41S. <[[ The fame, p. 413.
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An Account of some Effects of the great Earthquake,
. IN THE Year 1755, contained in a Note annexed to

*' A Sermon delivered June 16, 1756, at the second
Parish in Lancaster, (now Sterling), occasioned bV
the General Muster, and Inspection of Arms, on
that Day. Bv John Mellen, A. M. Pastor of the
CntjRCH OF Christ there."

AT the nonh-eaft corner of the town of Hcldcn, in a

low, obfcure place,, there are feveral acres of land quite

furrounded by a vifible fracture in the earth, of a circular

form, and of various width and depth.

A fmall rocky river is upon the north, and it is othcrwife

chiefly covered by a fleep hill, fet with thick wood. The
breach upon the hilly fides is upon the declivity of the hill^

and is a perpendicular finking of the ground, in fome places

more than the height ofa man, but without any prefent open-
ing. The trees on each fide of the breach, by this means,

being thrown into varions direcSlions, and fometimes crofs-

ing one another, over head, at right angles, fometimes thrown
out by the roots. Upon the lefs uneven land is novv- a rup-

ture of different dimenfions, not very deep or yawning, but

fometimes dividing itfelf into two, and frequently emitting

cracks to fome difiance from its main body ; the ground be-

ing thereby very much broken into pieces, and fome large

maifes entirely disjoined from the reft. Upon the river fide,

it is eafy to fee where the rupture was ; but at prefent there

is no opening, only a fand that fecms to have been thrown
our, and a great diflocation of the ftoncs, of vaft bignefs, in

the channel. The old channel is, indeed, in great meafurc

blocked up, and feems to be raifed fomething anfwerable to

the finking of the land at the hill, and caufes a confiderable

fall of the water where, it is faid, there ufed to be little or none;

and this is not improbable from circumfiances which feem to

demonfi:rate that this whole body of earth, when torn from
the hill, was pufhed feveral feet towards the river. The
flump of a tree, that happened to ftand diredly over the

chafm, on the eafi, is divided into two equal parts, one ftand-

ing upon the outfide of the chafm, the other upon the infide,

but not oppofite to each other ; the half within the. chafm
being carried five feet forward, towards the river. A large

log alfo, that crofTes the breach upon the fame fide, is diflodged

Ee (No. 4. P'ol. iv.) from
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from its ancient bed, at the end lying without the chafnij but

retains its former iituation within. The fame thing is feen

in the roots of a tree that is turned up in the chafm, upon
the oppofite fide, to the weft. Some trees, that ftood upon
the margin of the river, tumbled into it ; and notwithftand-

ing the large quantity of earth hanging to their roots, the

place from which it was taken was not left void, but the earth

behind has come forward and clofed up the breach. The
turf alfo, at the channel, is in fome places doubled over, and
crouded together.

I very lately faw this remarkable place, with a view at

publifhing the account of it here. It has been feen by many
people ; and fome of them, perfons of fome diftindtion. It

leems probable that the eruption and fvvelling was greater at

the river than in any other part ; which may poftibly ac-

count, in fome meafure, for the defccnt of the other land that

way, which, in the general, lay a little higher ; and this

might help to continue the channel in its raifed fituation.

lobferved upon a little hillock, not far from the centre of the

circumference, a fmall quantity of fine fand, fpread upon the

leaves, which feem.ed to be fpewed out of the earth ; and a

little fpring, to appearance, of a ftrong mineral tinClure,

oozing through it, and falling down its fides.

Had only fuch a rupture as this happened in a place inhab-

ited, and fet with houfes, the terrible efFedls of it are not hard
to conceive. And it ought to be improved as an admoni-
tion to thankfulnefs, and readinefs for fuch and like events.

Topographical Description of New-Bedford.

THIS townfhip lies 58 miles fouth from Bofton ; and is

bounded north, by Freetown and a fmall part of Roch-
efter and Middleborough ; eafl-, by Rochefter ; weft, by-

Dartmouth ; and fouth, by Buzzard's bay.

It is 13 miles in length, 4 in breadth, and was original!/

contained in the limits of old Dartmouth, which compre-'
hended the towns now called Dartmouth, Weftport, and
New-Bedford.
The Indian name of New-Bedford is Acchufnutt. The

river Acchufnutt runs north and fouth through this place,

^nd divide's the villnges of Oxford and Fair-Haven from
Bedford
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Bedford village, from which the prefent town took its name,
as the mofl confiderable of thefe three little compacl fet-

dements. The diftance between Fair-Haven and Bedford
villages is a mile ; a ferry boat conflantly palfes ; and from
the number of other boats, and fmall velTels failing in the

river, there appears to be much commercial intercourfe be-

tween the places. From the head to the mouth of the river,

the diflance is 7 or 8 miles. The harbour is very fafe ; in

fome places, 17 or i 8 feet of water, and vellels of 300 or 400
tons lie at the wharves. A moft beautiful bafin is formed, of

very conllderable extent, to the points which make the eU'-

trance of the harbour j the neck on the weft fide of the river

is called Clark's neck, the other fide retains its aboriginal

name, Sconticutt. An ifland, between thefe points of land,

muff needs caufe the entrance to be very narrow. There
are, alfo, feveral other iflands in the river, moft of them
fmall, yet yielding fome pafturage, and very commodious
for feveral purpofes, particularly for thofe who make a bufi-

rfcefs of faking fifh. There is good fifhing in the river for

the fmaller kind ; and not far diftant from the mouth, they

catch the larger fort. But few markets, in any of our fea-

ports, are equally fupplied vvith variety of lifti, and fuch as

are very excellent. Here are fold, cod, bafs, black-fifh,

flieeps-head. Sec Scc^

The trade of New-Bedford is likewife very confiderablei

awd greatly upon the increafe. The whale fifhery employs

a great number of hands, and the merchants engaged in this

bufinefs are among the opulent ones of the commonwealth.
The veffels fent to Faulkland iflands, in the year 1774, were
fitted out from this place, and owned almoft entirely by the

inhabitants. Had not the war, which commenced the next

year, made a complete revolution of property, and altered

every plan of bufinefs, they might have calculated, very

reafonably, upon making immenfe profits from the voyage.

No town has fuffered more, perhaps, from the common
chances of the war, and dired depredations of the enemy.
Befides the fair profpeds which were at once clouded, and
foon cut oft', the eftimate of the property deftroyed by the

Britifti troops, 1778, was

£. 11,241 real eftate,

85>739 pergonal.

Rut
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But with all their lofTes, the property and trade of the

place are now very refpecSable ; it is recovering, fafl, the

flourifhing circumftances of its former ftate. It is a port of

entry and delivery, upon the federal eftablifhment.

A poft-office is kept open in the town, and feveral ftages

run weekly to Bofton. There are feveral fchools in New-
Bedford ; as many as five or fix in the feveral villages.

Thefe include fuch as teach children the rudiments of gen-

eral reading, grammar, arithmerick, <&:c.

A weekly news-paper is publifhed ; new ftreets arc laid

out ; new buildings continually ereding ; and more people,

in proportion to the extent of the town, and greater evi-

dence of increafing numbers, than any other town in the

county of Briftol.

The number of houfes in New-Bedford are 454
number of inhabitants 1 3 1

3

The air of the place is falubrious, and there are mfiances

of longevity. Mrs. K. died, a few years ago, 106. She

came from Plymouth ; and defcended from a family, all of

whom were remarkable for their age when they died.

Though we can mention none befides her above a hundred,

feveral old people, now living, are beyond fourfcore, and
there is one ninety.

The foil is rough and hard, good for grazing, but not for

tillage. Mofi of the towns upon rhefe fiiores are rocky ;

and among the rocks, is a fmall quantity of the lapis fpecu-

laris, or ifrnglafsy ufed inftead of window glafs in fome few

houfes. In fome parts, befides good grazing land for cattle,

the ground produces confiderable crops of grain ; and there

remain few places of woods and fwamps Itill uncultivated.

History,] The coaft oppofite the Elizabeth ifiands

was difcovered by B. Gofnold, in the month of May, 1602.

While fome of his men laboured in building a fort and
fiore-houfe upon one of thefe ifiands, (Naufiiaun), he

croffed the bay in his veffel, and difcovered the mouths of two
rivers^ 'one was that near which ky Hap's hill ; and the

other, that on the fliore of which the town of New-Bedford
is now built.*

This part of it was not fettled fo foon as many other towns

in the old colony of Plymouth, or the county of Brifiol.

When or by whom it was. fettled, we have not been able to

learn ; but probably the firft inhabitants were of the fociety

* Vid. Dr. Belknap's Biography. Cdlled
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called Friends, who, to this day, are much more num.erous

than any other religious denomination in New-Bedford, and

make a far greater majority in Weitport and Dartmouth ;

in which places there is no houfe erecfled for publick wor-

ib^'p, except Friends.

In New-Bedford, there are three houfes for this denomina-
tion of chri(lians,and as many (including one now building in

Bedford village) of the congregational fociety. There was

only one church, at the head of the river, till, a few years

ago, the people of Fair-Haven ereded a meeting-houfe, and

the people on the other fide of the river, this year, built

another. The old church has had feveral minifters. The
firft was Mr. Samuel Hunt, who died about the year 1735.
The prefent generation know but little concerning him,

only that he was fettled at the beginning of the prefent

century, and was educated at Harvard college, where he

graduated in 1700.

Mr. Richard Pierce, their next miniflcr, graduated in

1724, at the fame univerlity, was fettled in 1737. He was

obliged to leave the profcflion, after a certain number of

years, on account of bodily infirmities, and was fucceeded

by Mr. Cheever, who took his degree at Cambridge in-

1745, and in 1759 ^"^^ difmifTed from this people. He is

now minifter of Liverpool, Nova-Scotia. The Rev. Samuel
Wefl, D. D. now paftor of this church, whofe literary

charader is among the moft eminent of the profeflion, was

fettled in 1761. The people of Fair-Haven were made a

diftintfi: parifh in 1792 ; and the year fucceeding, Mr. Ifaiah

Wefton was ordained their paftor. The people of Bedford

village choofe to remain connected with the church at the

head of the river, and the paftor is to preach alternately at

the village.

At this village, there is one Friends mceting-houfe. There
is another at the head of the river, and a third at the north-

ward boundary of the town. The laft arc not acknowledged
by the other Friends of New-England, but are flyled Sep-

aratifls. At the fouthward, there are feveral focieties who
think and ad: with them. During the war, they wrote and
agreed upon the propriety of paying indired taxes : and, in

other refpeds, are lefs particular and auftere than. the larger

body of this people.

The prefent town of New-Bedford was incorporated by
this name fo lately as the year 1787. It
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It is fomevvhat remarkable that in fo few years from the

fettlement of the villages on the banks of the river, they

reached nearly their prcfent rtate of refpe.'^ability and opu-
lence among the trading towns. Fair-Haven and Bedford

were fettled about the fame time, 1764. They increafed ra-

pidly until the war ; and then declined for a number of years,

from the adverfe circumflances of their local {ituation,which

by other alreration of the times, is now peculiarly advanta-

geous. Theiirft houfe in the village of Bedford was built by

Mr. John Louden, of Pembroke. Mr. J. Willis, a refpec-

table inhabitant of the town, now living, drew the deed of

the land where his houfe is built. Fair-Haven, on the eaft

fide, took its name from the pleafantnefs of the lituation.

Bedford was fo called from a whimfical circumftance. The
land was owned on the weft fide ot the river, by a Mr. Ruf-
fell. This being the family name of the Duke of Bedford,

Mr. J. Rotch, one of the principal purchafers and firft fet-

tiers, declared that the place where they built fhould go by
the name of Bedford. It was fo called until the feveral vil-

lages, with the part of Dartmouth to the eaft of Acchufnutt

river, were united in one town, and called Nezv Bedford, on
account of another town's bearing the name within the lim-

its of the commonwealth.
Before the fettlement made by the Rotch family, and the

merchants who were connected with them in the whaling

bufinefs, there was not a houfe in Bedford villagey^'s, it is called,

to diftinguifli it from the other villages, where we may
reckon, at this time, a hundred houfes, and a large propor-

tion of the inhabitants of the town.

During the war, there was a great concourfe of ftrangers

to the place. It was thought a fafe and convenient port to

fit out privateers, or to receive the abundance which flowed

into thefe New-England ftates from that eccentrick mode of

doing bufinefs.

While the town was in this flouriftiing ftate, " The Britilh

troops, to the amount of 4000, landed on the weft fide of

Clark's neck, and at Clark's cove, on Saturday evening the

5th of September, 1778 ; and marched round to the head

of the river, over the bridge, and down the eaft fide, into

Sconticutt neck ; leaving the villages of Fair-Haven and

Oxford on the right ; burning, on their way, houfes, mills,

barns, (fee. They encamped on Sconticutt neck until

Monday,
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Monday, and then re-ennbarked on board their fhipplng.

The fucceeding night they attempted to land a large number
of troops at Fair-Haven, in order to burn that village ; bun

being difcovered by major Ifrael Fearing, (now brigadier-

general), vvho had the command of about 100 or 150 men,
and determined to fave the place if podible ; or lofe his life

in the attempt ; and placed himfelf and men behind houfes

and (lores, near where he fuppofed they would land ; and
fuffered them to reach the fhore with their boats, before a

mufket was difcharged, and they were there in great num-
bers, bescinnincr to land ; and had fet fire to two or three

ftores within 50 or 100 yards of major Fearing and his men ;

who then fired upon them ; and by the fcreechings, and
tracks of blood, afterwards difcovered, fuppofed many were
killed and wounded. They immediately retreated aboard

their fhips, taking their dead and wounded with them.
Thus, by the bravery ofone man, that village w'as preferved."*

This account of the burning of Bedford village differs

from fome other publications, in which the writers, not hav-

ing the fame information, have committed feveral miftakes.

In the hiflory of the reign of George 3d, by Belfliam, he

mentions that general Grey, an officer who had repeatedly

diftinguifhed himfelf by his military fkill and courage, was
detached, in the month of September, from New-York to a

place called Fair-Haven, on the coafi: of New-England,
where he deftroyed about feventy fail of fliipping, together

with flores, magazines, wharves. Sec. and proceeding to

Martha's Vineyard, a beautiful ifland in the vicinity, he
carried off an immenfe booty in oxen, fheep, &c.
The American hifiorians have alfo mentioned the defiruc*

tion of Bedford, and compute the lofs of property about

20,000^. fierling, real effate, befides the perfonal, which
they pretend not to calculate. This was the general llate-

ment of the matter in the news-papers.

The very particular account ot this expedition, given to

the Hiflorical Society, mufl be accurate. The information

was from a very refpe(5table gentleman, who was an eye-

witnefs to the fcene, one of the fufferers, and a fev/ hours
that night a prifoner among the Britifh, from whom he
made his efcape before morning.

Thf.

* Maaufcript letter of Edward Pope, efq. to Rev. John Eljot,. Bofton-
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The Discovery and Description of the Islands
CALLED THE MARQUESAS, IN THE SoUTH PaCIFIC OcEAN.
With a farther Account of the seven adjacent
Islands, discovered first by Capt. Joseph Ingra-
HAM, and since BY Capt. Josiah Roberts. Compiled
FROM DaLRYMPLE'S COLLECTION OF DISCOVERIES ;

Cooke's second Voyage, and the Journals and
LoG-BoOK OF THE ShIP JeFFERSON, OF BoSTON.

THE iflands called the Marqucjas were firfi: known to the

Europeans by a difcovery made in 1595, by Alvaro de
Mendana de Neyra, a Spanifh governour in South-America,
who failed from Callao, with a view to make a fettlement in

jfome iflands called Solomon's, which are fuppofcd to be the

fanie with the land of Papua, or New Guinea. He had four

fhips and four hundred people under his command, and his

chief pilot was Pedro Fernandez de Quiros j to whom we
are chiefly indebted for an account of this voyage ; in a let-

ter written by him to Don Antonio Morga, who was lieu-

tenant-general of the Phillipines at the lime when Quiros

arrived at Manilla ; and afterward prefident of the royal au-

dience of Quito. The letter was firfl: pubiiflicd at Mexico
in 1609.

Mendana failed from Callao on the 9th of April, 1595,
and touched at Paita, in lat. 5° S. where he took his colo-

ny on board, and from whence he fl:eered W. S. W. toward
the iflands which he intended to viflt. On the 21 ft of July,

he difcovered an ifland in the loth degree of fouth latitude,

to which he gave the name of La Magdalena. It is de-

fcribed as having high and fteep cliffs to the fea, mountain-
ous inland, with fertile vallies. It appeared to be very pop-
ulous ; for as the fhips pafled on its fouthern lide, the cliffs

and beach were full of people, and above four hundred of

them came off, fome in canoes, and others fvvimming or float-

ing on rafts, to viflt the fhips. The ifland was fuppofed to

be about fix leagues in circuit, and had a harbour under a

mountain, on its fouth fide.

Befides this, three other iflands were difcovered ; the firft

they named St. Pedro ; it lay about ten leagues N. by W.
from Magdalena, and was fuppofed to be three leagues in cir-

cuit. It had much wood,was level, and not very high ; they

did not go near enough to fee whether it were inhabited.

About
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About five leagues N. W. from Pedro, was another ifland',

which they named La DontinicA. It appeared very pleafartt,

with fine plains and rifing grounds, covered with wood. It

Was judged to be fifteen leagues in circuit, and was very

populous.

To the fouth of Dominica, a little more *han a league, was
another ifland, to which they gave the name of St. Chrijiina.

It was high in the middle, with fine vallies. The ifland ap-

peared to be about eight leagues in circuit, and full of peo-

ple. The channel between it and Dominica vi'as clear.with

foundings.

The whole group was called Las Marquefas de Mendo^a,
in memory of the Marquis of Canncte, then viceroy of Peru.

On the 28th of July, the fquadron anchored in a port dm
the wefl: fide of Chriftina, which they called Port Madre de

Dios, where they found good water, and were fupplied by
the inhabitants with hogs, fowls, fugar-cane, plantan^s,

cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit. There they ftaid till the 5th of

Augufl,when they failed "VV. by S. on their intended voyage ;

which proved very unfortunate ; for after difcovering two oi"

three iflands, on one* of which they intended a fettlemcnr^

they fell into a quarrel vvith the natives, and with each other.

Mendana, with many of his people, were killed, and Qairos

conducted the remnant to Manilla.

The four iflands, called' the Marquefas, were taken polTef-

fion of in the name of the king of Spain ; and Quiros, in his

letter to Morga, was very defirous that the difcovery fliould

be concealed, left the Englifli, with vv-hom the Spaniards werd
then at war, fliould get the knowledge of them. The fecrct

was kept till the reign of James I. when the paftion for dif-

covery a?nd conqueft was reprefied by a peace between the two
nations.

In 1774, Aefe iflands were vifited by Ca'pt. Cook, \Vho

was then employed by the Britifh government, in making
difcoveries in the fouthern hemifphere, with a view to deter-

mine the queftion refpecfting the exiftence of a' fouthern' con-

tinent. After leaving Eafter ifland (lat. 27° 5'' S. and long.

i(^^' 46' W.) he fleered N. W. by N. and N'. N. W. in-

tending to touch at the Marquefas, in order to fettle their

fituation, which w»ls laid down differeiitly in different charrs.

F f (No. 4. Fol. iv.) ' Being

**This is fuppofed to be' the farfte which Capt. Carteret dlfcovqred, and' n'sthed l^gwojit'

The Spaniards called it Sa7tta Cruz. It lies in lat. 19° 20' ^. !.jpg. ii>s" 30' £: iVoai

Greenwich.
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Being in the latitude of 9° 2J\f S. he altered his courfe to W.
and on the 6th of April difcovered an illand, which proved

to be one of the group of the Marquefas ; but which had

not been {ttn by Mendana. To this he gave the name of

Hood's ijland. It is lituate in the laciiude of 9° 26' S. and

bears N. by W. from the eafl point of Dominica, diflant be-

tween five and fix leagues. After this, he faw the other four

iflands, which he thus defcribes.

*' Dominica is the largell of all thefe iflands, extending E.

and W. fix leagues. It is of unequal breadth, and is about

fifteen or lixteen leagues in circuit. It is full of rugged

hills, riling in ridges diredly from the fea ; thefe ridges are

disjoined by deep vallies, which are clothed with wood, as

are the fides of fome of the hills ;, the afped is barren, but

it is inhabited. Its latitude is 9° 44.' S. We ranged the

S. E. coaft of Dominica, without feeing the leaft tigns of

anchorage, till we came to thx channel which feparates it

from Chriftma, through which we pafTcd. St. Pedro is

about three leagues in circuit, and of a good height. It lies

S. four leagues and a half from the E. end of Dominica ; we
know not if it be inhabited ; nature has- not been very

bountiful to it. St. Chrifiina lies under the fame parallel,

three or four leagues more to the W. It ftretches N. and

S. and is three leagues long, in that diredion, and about

fevea leagues in circuit. A narrow^ ridge of hills, ofcon-
fiderable height, extends the whole length of the ifland. Oth-
er ndges, riling from the fea, with an equal afcent, join the

main ridge. Thefe are feparated by deep, narrow vallies,

very fertile] adorned with fruit and forell: trees, and watered

by many fine flreams. La Magdalena we faw only at a dif-

tance. Its fituation muft be nearly in the latitude of 10°

25^ longitude 138° 50'. Thefe ifles occupy one degree in

latitude, and near half a degree in longitude, viz. from 13 S'^

47'' to 139° 13'' W. which is the longitude of the W. end of
Dominica."
From the obfervations of Dr. Forfter, who failed with

Capt. Cook in this voyage, we learn the names by which three

of thefe iflands are called by the natives. Dominica is Heeva-
roa i Chriftina is IVaitahu, and Pedro is Onateyo.

" The port of Madre de Dios (which Capt. Cook called

Refoluiton-bayt after the name of his fhip) is fituated near the

middle of the W. fide of Chrifiina, and under the highefl

land
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land in the ifland. Its latitude is 9° 55'' 30'' S. Its longi-

tude 139° 8' 40'^ W. and the W. end of Dominica bears

N. 15*" W. The fouth point of the bay is a fleep rock,

terminating in a pealced hill, above \^ich is a path, leading

up a narrow ridge, to the llimmits of the hills. The north

point is not fo high, and rifcs with a more gentle flope.

They are a mile apart, in the diredlion of N. by E. and S.

by W. The bay is nearly three quarters of a mile deep,

and has from thirty-four to twelve fathoms of water, with a

clean, fandy bottom. In the bay are two fandy coves, di-

vided from each other, by a rocky point. In each is a riv-

ulet of excellent water. The northern cove is the moft

commodious for wooding and watering. Here is the little

water-fall mentioned by Quiros, Mendana's pilot, but the

village is in the other cove. There are feveral other bays

on this fide of the ifland, and fome of them, efpecially to

the northward, may be mifiaken for this ; therefore the befl:

diredtion for finding it, is the bearing of the W. end of

Dominica."
" The inhabitants of thcfe iflands, colledlively, are, with-

out exception, the lincft race of people in thefc feas. For
good fliapes and regular features they, perhaps, furpafs all

nations. Neverthelefs, the affinity of their language to that

fpoken in Otaheite, and the Society iflands, proves that they

are of the fame origin."
" The trees, plants, and other produdlions of thefe iflands,

are nearly the fame as at Otaheite and the Society iflands.

The refrefliments to be got, are hogs, fowls, plantanes, yams,
and fome other roots ; likewife bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts,

but of thefe not many."
Capt. Cook remained in this port from the 8th to the 12th

of April, and then purfued his voyage to the S. S. W. for

Otaheite.

In 1 79 1, Capt. Jofcph Ingraham, in the brigantine Hope,
of and from Boflon, bound to the N. W. coaft of America,
touched at Refolution-bay ; and in his pafTage from thence

to the N. N. W. made a new difcovery oifeven other iflands,

belonging to this cluftcr ; an account of which was publifhed

in the Colledions of the Hiftorical Society for the year I793'5

page 20, Sec. to which the reader is referred.

Before Ingraham's difcovery was known, Capt. Jofiah

Roberts failed from Bofton on a voyage to the N. W. coafl-j

in
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in the (hip Jeflferfon. This fhip carried the frame and rig^

ging of a fchooner, which was fer up and launched at Refo-
lution-bay, in the ifland of Cliriltina j where Capt. Roberts

lay from Nov. ii, 17,1^12, to Feb. 24, 1793 ; a much longer

time than any European or American veflel had lain in that

or any other port of the Marquefas, lince the firft difcovery

of thofe iflands.

Diiring that time, the fhip's company becam.e intimately

?icquainted with the natives ; and in converfation with them,
the captain inquired how many iflands they knew to be in

their neighbourhood ; they anfwered by defcribing ten. In
a day or two afterward, an elderly man came to the tent on
ihore, who was introduced by the natives as an inhabitant

of the ifland of Nooheeva, which they reprefented as the
largefl: ifland of the ten, and the mofl produ(5tive ; abound-
ing with hogs of a larger fize, and other proviflons in great

plenty. They faid that the ifland might be feen in a clear

aay from the tops of their mountains, and was about one
day's fail from thence.

On the 5th of February, the horizon being very clear,

they faw, from the fliip's deck, as fl:ie lay in Refolution-bay,

high land, bearing N. W. by W. being one of the before-

mentioned iflands, which the natives call IVooapo ; they told

them that more of thefe iflands could be iz^n fronr^ the

mountains.

From the time of his firfl introducilion, the old man con-
tinued with them, determined to take his paflage to his

native ifland, which they intended to viflt. His name was
'Tooe-no-haa ; he appeared to be between fixty and feventy

years of age, was very robufl, entirely free and unreferved,

and had been abfent from his own ifland, as well as they

could learn, about ten years.

All the natives feemed to agree in refpe6l to the number
of thefe iflands and their fituation ; and that they abounded
"vyith hogs, fowls, and all forts of fruits, which are found on
any of the iflands. The hope of making a new difcovery,

and of obtaining a full fupply of refreftmients, induced
Capt. Roberts and his officers to make the ftrii^efl: inquiry

into thefe matters.

On the 24th of February, 1 793, at three o'clock, P. M.
Capt. Roberts, in the fhip Jeflerfon, in company with the

fchooner Refolutjon (named after the bay) came to fail,

fl;ecring
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fleering N. \V. by W. for the ifland of ffooapo ; which they

difcovered the next morning at 4 o'clock. At 3, P. M.
they faw the ifland of Nooheeva, which is reckoned the

parent of all tliefe iflands. At 4, P. M. they came within

fight of another ifland, called Ooahoona, which is faid to be

the northernmoft of all this cluftcr. About 5, P. M. they

failed through a paiTage between Wooapo and a fmall ifland

which lay to the fouihward of it, about a mile diftant.

Two or three canoes, which came from Wooapo, brought

a few cocoa-nuts and fifh ; but finding no profped: of fup-

plies, the next day they bore away for Nooheeva. Wooapo
appeared to be a fmaller ifland than Chriftina ; it has feveral

heights, and the highcft land is toward its fouthcrn extremity.

By their obfervation, on the 26th of February, the body of

the ifland was found to lie in lat 9° 27'' S. It bears N. W.
by W. diftant about 20 leagues from Refolution-bay. It is

the fame ifland to which Ingraham gave the name of Adams ;

and the fmall ifland fouthward of it he called Lincoln. Rob-
erts gave to them the names of his fliip and fchooner ; the

larger, Jefferjon j and the leffer, Rejolution.

On the fame day, at 5, P. M. they faw an ifland, which
Tooc-no-haa called Fatoo-e-tee^ and faid was not inhabited.

It abounds with turtle and birds, and the natives of the other

iflands refort thither, at certain feafons, in quefl of them.

This is the ifland which Ingraham called Franklin^ and
which, from its rocky appearance, he fuppofed to be volca-

nic. Roberts gave it the name of BlakCy one of the owners

of his fliip. It lies W. by N. from Nooheeva, at the difl:-

ance of about fevcn or eight leagues.

At 5, P. M. they got up with the S. W. part of the ifland

of Nooheeva. The night was calm, and the next day,

(Feb. 27), with a light breeze, they flood to the northward.

Tooe-no-haa informed them, that the place for anchorage

was round the point, which then formed the northern ex-

tremity of the land ; the fliore along the S. W. fide of the

ifland appeared to be rocky, or, in the feaman's phrafe,

" iron-bound." The natives on the fliore were highly en-

tertained with the fight of the vefTels. A canoe came off

with fome fifli, plantane, and taro-roots, which were pur-

chafed with a few nails. They exprcfled great admiration

at the fliip, and particularly her iron work.

The next morning, (Feb. 28}, at 7 o'clock, the firfl of-

ficer.
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ficer, Bernard Magee, went in the pinnace, with fix hands
and Tooe-no-haa, in fearch of an anchoring place, and to

purchafe hogs or other proviiions ; at the fame time that

the fhip flood off and on, the -wcfl fide of the ifland. About
lo, A. M. they landed in a fmall bay, and feveral natives,

of both fexes, came to fee them ; they were highly delighted

with the boat, but much more fo with the looking glaffes

which were fhown them. They examined the fire-arms

with great attention ; but had no idea of their effed:, till, at

the requefi: of Tooe-no-haa, one of them was difcharged ;

at the report, they all fell into the water ; and when they

came up, held their hands to their heads, and exclaimed as

if they had been wounded. The old man laughed heartily,

and told them, that their new vifitors were friends, and
would not hurt them if they behaved well ; but that if they

fhould attempt to fteal any thing, they would certainly be
killed. When Magec inquired for hogs, they pointed in-

land, and to the N. part of the ifland, where, they faid, thefe

animals were to be had in plenty.

He then went out of the bay, and attempted to coaft the

N. part of the ifland, where, the old man and the other na-

tives afTured him, there was good anchorage ; but a flrong

N. E. wind prevented him from going fo far as to deter-

mine whether there was fo large a bay as had been defcribed.

The natives came down to a fmall bay, abreaft of the pin-

nace, and invited them on fliore ; but there was no poffii-

bility of landing. They had only a few cocoa-nuts and cal-

abaflies ; from which it was concluded that they came from
inland to the fea fhore a fifhing. There was no appearance

of huts along the coafls ; but the land had every fign of

fertilitv.

As there was no podibiiity of landing here, or of proceed-

ing againft the wind to the northward, the pinnace pur

back to the bay where they had been m the morning. Their

former vifitors came again to them, and brought fifli, which
they had baked, rolled up in leaves, for which they received

fome pieces of iron hoops. Their flay here was but fhort,

as there was another bay to be examined, which lay fouth-

ward, about one mile. Here they found a few natives, but

faw no huts. On landing, the greater part dlfappeared ;

and thofe who remained feemed very indifferent to the ar-

ticles fiiown them, fuch as nails, knives, glaffes, and pieces

of
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of iron. They all faid that at the N. fide of the ifland, and

inUnd, there was a plenty of hogs. At this place the old

nj^^n, Tooe-no-haa, took hi^ leave of them, with much re-

gret and many tears. Before he left the i"hip, he had been

prefented with a blanket, a hat, a hatchet, a knife, and a

looking glafs, with which he was much pleafed. This bay

is about half a mile in the extremes of the two points whicli

form it, and about the fame depth into the beach ; there is

a regular decreafe of foundings, from eighteen fathoms to

the fliorc, and a fine fandy bottom.

About 4, P. M. Mr. Magee put off for the fi:iip,and at 7
got along-fide. As it would require confiderable time to

be among thefe people betoreany effectual fupplies could be

obtained, and the feafon was faft advancing, it was thought

bed to give up any farther trial for fupplies, and fail for thfi

Sandwich iflands, where they knew that provifions were to

be had in plenty and variety.

To the ifiand of Nooheeva Capt. Roberts gave the name
G^ Adams ; it is the fame which Ingraham had called Federal

ifland. The latitude of the body of the ifiand is 8° c,8' S.

and it lies nearly on the fame meridian with Wooapo, be-

tween 140° and 140° 10' W. from Greenwich. Capt. .In-

graham has placed them about 40' more to the wefiward ;

but the diff'erence of latitude between his obfcrvation and
Roberts's is not material. They all lie in fuch a fituation,

and fo much within fight of each other, that no voyager can
miftake one for the other.

Ooahoona lies about ten leagues N. E. from Nooheeva.
To this ifiand Roberts gave the name of Majjachujeits. In-

graham had before called it WaJIjington. This name was
given by Roberts to the whole group of the new ifiands, of

which he then fuppofed himfelf to be the firft difcoverer.

To avoid confufion, however, it mav be moft elig-ible to

call each ifiand by its proper name in the language of the

inhabitants.

A few days before Capt. Roberts failed from Refolution-

bay, it was difcovered, that the ifiand IVaitahiiy or Chriflinay

produced cotton, fuperior in finenefs to any which they had
ieen. The natives faid that it grew in great plenty on all

the iflands ; a fpecimcn of it is brought home, and depofited

in the mufeum of the Hifiorical Society.

The natives of thefe ifiands attend to no kind of cultiva-

tion.
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tion. They live entirely by what nature produces, bf^ad-^

ffuir, plantanes, cocoa-nurs, and yan'is. The three forme:?

they have in great perfection ; the laft was not feen in plert-IJ^-

They have a fruit fomething refembling a peach, which
they call kaieeka. They have hogs in all the iflands, and ct

few fowls were feen at Refolution-bay, but the price of a

fowl was equal to that of a hog.

When the natives go to any diftance from home, thej^

carry their bread-fruit, either baked or raw, in calabafhes.

They eat it with the oil of the cocoa-nut, which they call

pswy. They are very expert at fifhing, which adds greatly

to their fupport ; they fometimes eat the fifh faw, and are

Very fond of the head and eyes.

There is every reafon to fuppofe them cannibals. The
inhabitants of Refolution-bay would not own it of them-
felves ; but freely declared that the other iOanders, and the

inland people of their own ifland, devoured hum^n fiefh.

On the 2d of March, both veffels made fail to the N. N. W.
Tooe-no-haa had told them that they would fee more land

in that direction. Accordingly, the next morning, March
3d, they difcovered the two iflands to which Ingraham had
given the names oi Knox and Hancock ; but which they called

Freeman and Langdon. Thefe iflands had every appearance

of fertility. Their latitude is from 8° 3^ to 8° 5^ S. and
their longitude very nearly 141° W.

It is much to be regretted, that Capt. Roberts could not

fpare time to make a full exploration of the northern part of

the ifland Nooheeva, as all the accounts of the natives con-

curred in reprefenting it populous and fruitful, and 10 have

good anchorage in a large bay. As thefe iflands lie in thac

part of the Pacific ocean through which veffels from Europe
or America, bound to the N. W. coafl:, mufl: pafs, and are

not far out of their ufual track, they may be viiited for re-

frefliment in cafe of need. It is probable that we fl^all have

a correal chart of them when Capt. Vancoover, who is ncvw,

by order of the Britifh government, making a furvey of the

coafts and iflands in the Pacific ocean, fliall return to Eng-*

land, and publifli- his long-defired obfervations.

The above minutes are agreeable to my obfervations.

Jos IAH Roberts.

And to mine.

o rt XT z Bernard Ma gee.
Bolton, Nov.6, 1795.
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Observations on the Islands of Juan Fernandez,
Massafuero, and St. Ambrose, in the South Pacific
Ocean, and the Coast of Chili, in South-America.
Extracted from the Journal of Mr. Bernard
Magee, first Officer of the Ship Jefferson, in her
late Voyage round the Globe.

" May 6, 1792. A T noon wc obfcrved the latitude to

JTIl. be the fame that the lateft: publica-

tion of the Englifh authors places the ifland of Juan Fer-

nandez in, which is 32° y fouth ; our longitude then, by
account, was 85° 18'' W. of Greenwich, which we fuppofcd

to be 6° or 7° to the weftward of the ifland. However, as

all the authors we had on board differed much in regard to

its fituation, we thought it moll prudent to keep well to the

weftward, as we expected to meet the wind ftrong from that

quarter, and to run in the parallel of the ifland ; but in that

we were difappointcd, as the wind, from the 6th to the nth,
was light and baffling, moftly from the fouthuard and eaft-

ward. We kept as near the aforementioned latitude as the

winds would admit, when, on the i ith and 12th, we had a

good opportunity of determining our longitude by feveral

good fights of the fun and moon, the mean of which gave
the longitude 79° 30' W. the latitude 31° 45' fouth.

The 13th, had feveral more good fights, which I mofl:

depend on, on account of the atmofphere being very clear,

and the fea exceeding fmooth. Made the long. 80° 53^ W.
the latitude at noon 31* 50'' fouth.

The wind ftill continuing to the S. E. and N. E. rendered

our fituation very difagreeable, as we were doubtful of mak-
ing the ifland on account of the contrary winds, and the

uncertain fituation of it.

From the 13th to the 24th, the wind continuing as above,

with dark, cloudy weather, we began to give up all hopes of

making the ifland ; but to make the beft of our way to the

main continent, either to Valparaifo or Cacumbo,to get water,

and fome other neceffary fupplies, our frefli flock being near

expended, and water getting fiiort
; yet our fhip's company

were in exceeding good health, and clear of any fymproms of

the fcurvy ; but to our great fatisfa6lion, on the morning of

the 24th, we very unexpectedly faw the long-lookcd-for

G g (No. 4. Foi\ iv.) ifland
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ifland of Maffafuero, bearing S. E. by S. 1 5 or 1 8 leagues dis-

tant. This lucky land fall was owing to baffling head winds,

which prevented us from making the beft of our way to the

continent. If the winds had favoured our wifhes, we (hould

not have made any of the iflands, as we {hould have run in

the latitude of 32" 2^ S. as far as the longitude of 76"' W.
and certainly would have miffed the iflands, as they were

very erroneoufly laid down. However, we had a good op-

portunity of afcertaining their true fituation, both in regard

to latitude and longitude. The noon of the 24th our me-
ridian obfervation was 32° 40^ The ifland of Maffafuero

then bore S. by E. half eaft ; and from the appearance of

the land, which is reckoned very high, .1 fuppofe it was 15

or I 8 leagues diflant from us ; the bearing, with the vari-

ation of the compafs 13° 29' eafl:, places the body of the

ifland in 33" 30' fouth, as near as we could eflimate the

diftance from our fituation. This ifland is reckoned, by
fome accounts, to lie 20 leagues to the "weftward of Juan
Fernandez, but we found it to be very erroneous. We made
their diftance a-part, by a well-kept log, and a favourable

gale, 38 leagues, which is 18 leagues more than the beffc

account we had of them.

On the 26th, we made the ifland of Juan Fernandez, be-

ing thick, blowing weather, which prevented us, for fome
days, from attempting for the harbour,, which is Cumberland
bay, on the north fide of the ifland. We had a good op-
portunity for determining the fituation of this ifland, by
feveral good fights of the fun and moon, when the atmofphere

was very clear, and the fea exceeding fmooth ; the longitude

of which we made 79° 50^ weft of Greenwich, latitude 33°
32' fouth, and the ifland Maffafuero nearly in a parallel with

it ; our run between the two iflands places the latter in the

longitude 82° W. This account may be depended upon to

be the true fituation of thefe iflands, which was very errone-

oufly laid down in all our books and charts. The morning
of the 29ch, being then off Cumberland bay, and the wind
blowing in fqualls off the land, the weather cloudy, at 10
o'clock a heavy fquall ftruck us, (being then under fingle

reefed topfails), which, notwithftanding all our exertion in

taking in fail, yet laid the fhip over to near her beam ends.

On the 30th, toward the evening, fprung up a fine breeze

from the weft:\vard, which continued all the night and the

next
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next day. At day-light, in the morning, got every thing

in readinefs for going into the harbour, which then bore S.

by E. of us, about three miles dillant. Got out the pin-

nace, and fent her ahead of us, into the harbour, with Mr.
Kendrick, the third officer, and fix hands, he having a

knowledge of the beft anchoring ground, having been in the

port before, with his father, in the fhip Columbia, in the

year 1788, and met with a friendly reception. But to our

difappointment, we foon found that government had taken

a different turn. No fooner had the pinnace got on the

anchoring ground, than a fhore boat came off, lent by the

governor, to order her on fhore, which Mr. Kendrick com-
plied with, and waited on the governor. When we faw the

pinnace taken on (hore, we immediately tacked, and ftood

out of the harbour, until they fhould return. At 1 1 o'clock

the pinnace returned, and Mr. Kendrick informed us, that

the governor would not permit us to anchor in the harbour ;

that there was an ad: of government, paffed fince the fhip

Columbia was there, that no foreigners fhould be allowed to

anchor in the road ; however, he fent his compliments to

Capt. Roberts, and informed him that he might fend his

boat on fhore for water, or any other thing that he could

fupply him with. The captain immediately went on fhore,

to wait on the governor, took along with him a few water

cafks, his fea-letter, and the Spanifh ambaffador's letter of

friendfhip between the United States and his moff Catholick

majefty, in hopes it would gain us permiflion to go into the

road. At two of the clock, the captajn returned, with about

160 gallons of water, a number of fine cod fifh, fome pump-
kins, a quantity of fine radifhes, and about a bufhel of fmall

potatoes, of an inferior fort.

As the governor would not permit us to come into the

harbour, and finding it impoffible to get a fufficient fupply

of water by means of our boats, on account of the boillerous

wind we found to prevail ; the governor gave the captain a

letter to the governor oiValparaiJOy in the province of Chili,

recommending to him to furnifh us with every neceffary

fupply. We fent the pinnace the third time, to the fliore,

for a bullock that the governor ordered to be killed for us,

which, at that time, was very acceptable, and fent him in

return a few bottles of gin and brandy, two large hams, and

a cheefe. At 5 o'clock, the pinnace returned with the meat,

fome
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fome more cod fifh and vegetables, hoifted her in, and made
fail ; flood on our courfe, with a frefh gale, for Valparaifo,

on the main continent. About 7° 30" E. of the above

ifland, and in the latitude 33° 3' fouth, we obferved the

variation of the magnetic needle, between Maflafuero and
the jfland Juan Fernandez, to be from 13° E. to 14° ; and

found it the fame from thence to the continent. We like-

wife found it to have a regular decreafe from the wefternmoft

part of Terra del Fuego, in our way, as far as the longitude

of 86° weft, and the latitude 32° fouth.

The firft and fecond of June, the weather continued thick

and cloudy, with much rain ;
pafled by feveral bunches of

kelp, a fea lion, and a number of feals. The night of the

fecond, we ran under an eafy fail, founding every four hours,

but no bottom. This we did on account of the different

accounts we h^d of the diftance of the above ifland from the

continent, which we found to be all erroneous. Lord Anfon^s,

account came the nearcfl of any we have had, which is 1 10
leagues.

Our meridian diflance, at noon, was 308 miles, the lati-

tude '^1^'' 15', and the longitude, by account, 73° 42' weff.

A pleafant gale ftill continuing during the third day, pafTed

by a number of feals, which thefe feas abound with. At 5
o'clock, in the evening, rounded to, and founded ; no ground
with 120 fathom line. At midnight, founded again ; no
bottom ; went under fhort fail all the night, with a light

breeze from the fouthward. At 6 o'clock, made all fail,

and at 8, A. M. faw the land from E. by S. to E. N. E.
At noon, the extremes of it bore from S. E. by E. to N. E.
by N. 5 or 6 leagues diflant 5 our latitude then, by meridian

obfervation, 1^1^° ; longitude, by account, 72° 14^ W. and
meridian diftance from Juan Fernandez, 382 miles, which,
with the bearings of the land, places the ifland 390 miles

weft of the continent. This I take to be very near the true

diftance, as we had a fair wind all the way from the ifland,

until we made the land, and paid particular attention to the
log, being defirous of afcertaining their true diftance apart

;

and all the accounts we had, differed much m regard to it.

As our latitude at noon, as above, was -^i^" S. agreeing with-
in two miles of the latitude that the nautical directory places

Valparaifo in, which is 33 1' S. and the land about 5 leagues

diftant from us, we hoifted a fignal at the foretopmaft head
for
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for a pilot ; but fearful of not getting any before night, and

confidering the probability of its not being cuftomary, we
thought mod proper to prepare the pinnace, and proceed to

a point of land, bearing E. of us, which we fuppofed the

moft likely for the harbour of Valparaifo. Accordingly, at

I o'clock, which was the 4th of June, by log, we hoifted out

the pinnace ; I went in her myfelf, and 6 hands, with the

captain's orders to obtain a pilot, if pofTible, and the gov-

ernor's permilFion to conne into the harbour ; that if I could

not get a pilot, I (hould found, and examine the harbour, fo

as to fornn a fufficient knowledge of conducting the Ihip,

in fafety. I left the fhip about half after one o'clock, with a

frefli breeze from the fouthward, and confiderable of a fea

running.

At 4 o'clock, opened the harbour and fortification of

Valparaifo, which was then about 5 leagues from the Ihip.

When I got well into the harbour, fo as to open the village,

I faw two ibips lying there ; I immediately hoifted a fiag, to

fliow of what nation we were. I then foon faw two boats

coming off from the (bore, to meet me, being cuftom-houfe

boats ; they foon got me in cuftody. The commandant of

the port was on board one of them, who ordered me into his

boat, to condud me to the governor. I no fooner was land-

ed, than a guard of foldiers took me in charge ; and at a

moderate calculation, there were not lefs than 500 fpedators.

The governor clofely examined me, in regard to v/hat we
wanted, and the nature of our voyage ; to which my anfwer

was, that we were fitted out from Bofton, in New-England,
under the authority of the United States, and were bound to

the N. W. coall, (to try the pofTibility of a palTage, fo long

looked for in vain, for the good of all civilized nations) ;

that the caufe of our putting in here, was the neceffity of

water, and other refrefhments, of which we ftood greatly in

need.

After many queflions, he defired I would bring the fhip

into the harbour ; and fent an Irifhman along with me, by

whofe m.eans I made known to the governor the nature of

my bufinefs. About fun -fet, I went on board of my boat,

to go off" to the fhip, went out of the harbour about three

miles, faw the fhip to windward, about four leagues diffant

;

found it impoffible to get up with her that night, the weather

having a very unfettled appearance. I thought it moft pru-

dent
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dent to put back into the harbour, and wait for the next

morning ; and when landed, was conduifted to the govern-

or's as before. 1 fpent the evening there with the governor,

and a number of gentlemen from St. Jago, the capital of

Chili. They were very inquifitive, durmg the courfe of the

evening, in regard to our voyage, and the affairs of the Unit-

ed Stares. At 1 1 o'clock, the governor ordered fupper for

me, as I was to remain at the cullom-houfe during the night,

with my boat's crew and guard, to be prepared for going

off to the fliip at day-light ; but he did not fup himfelf be-

fore two o'clock, being their cuftom. Supper was laid in the

beft manner, and confilted of a great variety of difhes, and a

good defert after it, grapes, apples of the beft kind, and a va-

riety of fweetmeats. After fupper, I was conducted to the

cuftom-houfe, to wait for the morning. At day-light, went

on board of my boat, with the Irifliman along with me, to

afford us his alTiflance in getting the Ihip into the harbour.

When I got out of the bay, 1 faw the iliip to windward,

bearing S. W. about three leagues diffant. I hoifted the

lignal given me for coming into the harbour, when they im-

mediately bore down for us, and at 8 o'clock, A. M. got on
board, flood into the harbour, with light, baffling airs, got

the boat ahead, and towed the fliip into the harbour. When
within three hundred fathom of the mooring ground, the

wind took us off the land, which obliged us to drop the an-

chor, in thirty fathoms water, and run a warp to the Span-

ifh (hips ; by which means we hauled to the proper moor-
ing ground.

We here anchored for the firfl: time lince we failed from

Boflon, being then lix months and lixteen days out, during

which time we had a boiflerous, difagreeable paffage.

At noon, the commandant of the port came on board, to

direifl the mooring of the fhip, and the governor fent his

compliments to the captain, that he ffiould wait on him at

three o'clock, which he accordmgly did. Hauled the fhip

into the mooring ground, dropped the beft bower in fifteea

fathom water, and got the fmall bower cable faft to an an-

chor on ffiore, and hove tight on both, being the fecureft

way of mooring in this harbour, the ftarboard cables out to

the northward, and the larboard cables run on ffiore falT to

anchors or piles there. It is neceffary to have the bcff ca-

bles and anchors out to the northward, on account of the

northerly
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northerly winds, which foriictimes blow very heavy, and
heave in a heavy fwell, the road being open to the northward.

When the governor came on board, he clofely examined
the captain in regard to the nature of his voyage ; he like-

wife requefted the liberty of examining his charts, which
was complied with. The captain then gave him to under-

ftand, that he (hould be under the necelTity of applying to

government for the fupplies he then ftood in need of ; but

the governor's anfwer was, that he had it not in his power
to afford us any fupplies without confulting the captain-

general at St. Jago, nor could he fuffer any of us to go on
iliore. After the governor had examined Meares's and
Portlock's draughts, he requeued the loan of them, to fend

to the captain-general, and defired the captain to write to

him, and (late the necelTity that he was under, in regard to

the fupplies that he was in need of. The captain-general

being an Irifhman, was of courfe acquainted with the Eng-
lifli language, which enabled us to make known, in a proper
light, the nature of our caufe. Accordingly, the next day,

being the 5th, the captain wrote in regard to the fupplies

that he was in need of, that he would give bills to the

amount on the Spanifli ambaffador at Philadelphia.

From the 5tn, to the 2ifl-, we waited with impatience for

an anfwer from Sir Ambrofe Higgins, the vice-roy, and the

draughts which the governor requeued to have fent him,
which were Meares's and Portlock's. In the mean time, we
were induftrioufly employed in overhauling and getting our
ihip ready for fea, and taking our ftock of water on board,

which amounted to fix thoufand gallons.

The morning of the 21ft, the governor came on board,

being his third vifit fince our arrival ; he brought with
him an anfwer to our letter, with all the books and charts,

among which were the fea-letter from General Wafhington.
The vice-roy expreffed in his letter the great fatisfadtion he
had, in feeing " his iynmortal nameftamped with his ozm hand^"
for the firft time. The letter we received was equal to our
wifhes, the copy of which follows.

Sir,

I received your agreeable favour, dated at Valparaifo,
the 4th inftant, wherein you are pleafed to communicate
your fafe arrival, at that port, in the (liip Jefferfon, after a

long
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long voyage from Bofton, in New-England, in fo diftrelTecJ

a firuation, that you found yourfelf under the indifpenfable

necedity, for want of provifions, wood and water, as the faid

governor advifes in his official letters, that he could not ex-
cufe admitting you to anchor ; and I have dciired him to

aflift you with all the nccefiaries that you fliould require, in

your prefent fituation, fo as to enable you to return to fea,

refuming the courfe of your intended voyage, north of Cali-

fornia ; where, it feems, fomcthing considerable, as you
cxprefs, may be added to general difcoveries, and the better

improvement of navigation. Thefe, no doubt, are laudable

objedts ; and by what I fee, (through the iincerity of your
fentiments), hope to fee you enrolled among the order of il-

luftrious circum-navigators of our time, efpecially if you are

fo confpicuoufly fuccefsful as to fall into the north-weft

pafTage, fo often fpoken of, fearched for through the Atlantic

and North Pacific oceans: A late certain navigator, Mr.
Mcares, whofe voyage you were fo good as to fend me, and
I return the two volum,es by the bearer, with this letter

through the hands of Don Louis De Olava, governor of
Valparaifo, has been fo ingenuous as to fay, that his fyftem

of difcoveries on the N. W. coaff, v/ere directed more prop-
erly to a lucrative fur-trade ; but he is, at the fame time, a

writer of much merit ; and to fay the truth, there are fome
pieces, in his obfervations on the probability of a north-wefl

pafTage, that mufl revive the old notion of Mr. Dobb's, and
will fo fubfift until the world is entirely undeceived by fome
demonftration ; which, at leaft, muft be the cafe, for it is

hard to believe, that, excepting through Behring's (fraits,

there be any diredl communication, by water, from the

North Pacific to Hudfon's bay, or any other part of the At-
lantic or North Seas. In a land oflBcer, like me, it is high

prefumption to give my opinion fo decifively ; but fhould

you be fo happy as to convince the world to the contrary,

I (hall have the honour to congratulate you moft heartily on
fo glorious an enterprize. You will alfo receive, from the

governor, the credential letter given in behalf of your expe-
dition, at Philadelphia, by his Catholick majefty's envoy, or

charge des affaires, Don Jofeph Ignacius De Viar, which I

return, Alfo the pafTport of the United States of North
America, authorifed with the fignature of his excellency

General V^ASVLmcToiSy whofe im^nortal name I have had infinite

/atisfa£lion
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Jatisfa^ion to fee Jiamped for the firjl time hy his own hand ,• a

hand and arm fo dexterouily flrong and fatal to the Britifh

ennpire, and no lefs beneficent to the happy country that

gave him birth. I wifh you a happy voyage, with my com-
pHments to your fecond, Capt. Magee and command.

Gentlemen, your affedlionate, humble fervant,

Ambrose Higgins.
'5"/. JagOy De Chili

y

iSjitne, 1792.

To Jofiah Roberts, Efq. commander of the Jhip Jefferfony

Valparaifo.

The 24th, vvc got all our fupplies on board, coniifting of

the following articles, viz. 30 bufliels of potatoes, for one

dollar per bufliel ; 10 dozen fowls ; 2 fat bullocks, at 9 dol-

lars each ; 8 large hogs ; 2000 onions, weighing, on an

average, one pound and a half each • a number of pumpkins,

and cabbages, a quantity of lemmons, oranges, and nuts.

The above articles this country abounds with, and produces

them in the greateft perfection. The lands are fertile, and

capable of as great improvement as any country on the globe ;

they raife the beft of wheat, and other grains, in great abund-

l- ance. The next day was difagreeable weather ; but on the

26th, the weather having a fettled appearance, at 4, P. M.
unmoored fhip, having all our bufinefs fettled, and the gov-

ernor's permiflion to put to fea ; hove out to the beft bow-
er, tripped it, the wind then got light and baffling, dropped

it again, and run out a haufer to the Spanifli fhip in fhore,

until a breeze would favour us. During the night, the wind

was light and baffling, though a fine clear moon and liar

light. At day-light, in the morning, fprung up a lighc

breeze from the fouthward : Got under way, the wind con-

tinuing light ; got both boats ahead, and towed the fliip out

of the harbour. At 8 o'clock, A. M. the cuftom-houfe boat

left us, with the officer and guard, who bad been on board

us fince we came into port. When out clear of the harbour,

we rounded to, to get our boats in. At noon, Valparaifo

bore S. E. by S. 3 or 4 leagues diftance, whole latitude we
obferved to be 32° 56' S. long. 72° u/ W. of Greenwich.

Our flay in the above port was from the 4th to the 26th of

June ; in which time, none of us had perniifiion to go on

H h (No. 4. Vol. iv.) ll^ore.
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fnore, excepting the boat's crew, when filling our water,

with a foldier along with them ; and then they objefted to

an oflicer going in the boat. One day, the governor gave

pen-niffion to land the forge, to get a palm to, and ftraighten

the fmall bower anchor ; which accordingly was landed on

the beach, near the cuftom-houfe. The captain and fecond

officer* being on fhore, attending the work, were vifited

by a number of gentlemen and ladies in the courfe of the

day, fome of whom belonged to St. Jago, the capital of

Chili. The gentlemen and ladies were very pohte, and

fcemcd to feel much for us in not having the liberty of rec-

reating ourfelves on fliore ; if we had, they {hould be happy

to entertain us in their different families ; but the reftric-

tions of the Spanifh government deprived us of thefe pleaiing

enjoyments, while in this port, which we flood greatly in

need of,after fo long confinement on fhip-board. In the af-

ternoon, when the ladies and gentlemen made their fecond

vifir, they brought tea with them in filver pots and cups ;

and their manner of drinking it was through filver tubes.

Some of the ladies prefented the captain with fome curious

pocket pieces of filver and other m.etals. They were very

agreeable all the afternoon, afking many queftions in regard

to hov/ we liked the place,, and the manner of their drefs>

which appeared very odd to us j or if the Bofton ladies

drefi^d different ; and fuch like difcourfe. In the evening,

the governor came to the works on the beach, and feemed

much difpleafed with the company for having any commu-
nication with us ; befides, he did not allow the captain, or

any officer, to be on fhore, though he did not give any or-

ders to the contrary, when he gave liberty to land the forge.

The ladies here, are extremely handfome ; but their man-
ner of drefs did not feem pkaling to us. They wear large

hoops, which extend 10 or 12 inches from the waifl, all

round ; and the outfide petticoat in large plaits all the way
down, which muft contain as much as 20 yards of filk, or

any other cloth ; it comes down a little below the knees ;

and from the hoop upward, they are laced tight, and wear a'

garment, fimilar to a cloak, round their fhoulders.

We had pleafant gales, from the S. E. quarter, as far as

the long. 77° 30^ W. and the latitude 26° S. we then had
the wind baffling, with light airs, for fome days.

July the 5tlr, we made the ifland. St. Felix, bearing S. W.
* Mr. Burling, aboUt
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about 10 leagues. Wc obfervcd ihe Viiriation of the ir.ag-

netic needle in our way from the continent to thefe i (lands,

robe from 9 to 10 degrees calL At 6 o'clock, the morning
of the 6th, we made the ifland St. Ambrofe. It lies due welt

of St. Felix, about 4 or 5 leagues ; and at firfl: making, ap-

pears like two fmall iflands, which we afterwards found to

join by a reef. The fmallell makes in the form of a fnoe,

for which we gave it the name of Shoe ijland. Thefe iflands lie

in the latitude 26° 13^ fouth ; and the longitude of the ifland

St. Ambrofe we make, by fevcral good lights of the fun and
moon, to be 80° 55' W. of Greenwich. There is a large

rock, about 4 miles to the northward of the ifland, which, a^t

firft making, appears like a fail, which we called Sail Rock.

At 7 o'clock in the morning, we difpatched the pinnace,

with the fecond officer and fix hands, to examine ^V. Felix

ifland, and found it inacceffible. They then proceeded to

St. Amhrof^ to examine it. At the fame time, we ftood on
for it, with a light breeze from the eaftward. At 5 in the

evening, got abreaft of St. Ambrofe, bearing then fouth of

us : Saw the pinnace, from 2 to 4 o'clock, examining the

fhore and inlets ; hoifted a lignal for her to return to the Ihip,

but they did not perceive it. At half pait 5, faw the pinnace,

as it appeared to us, going into a creek ; and at 7, they had a'

light on Ihore, from which we concluded they would remain

all night. We kept a light at our maft-head, all the night,

for the boat ; but they did not return. At 7 o'clock, the

next morning, we difcovered the pinnace hauled up on the

beach, with the people around her ; we then fuppofed hcF

ftove, or that fome accident had happened to them. We
immediately difpatched the jolly-boat, v/ith the third officer,*

and three hands, to know the caufe of their detention ; and
about ten o'clock fhe returned. The third officer, who went
in her, informed us, the boat and crew were all fafe on the

beach, but could not get off through the furf. We imme-
diately fent her back again, with an anchor and lines, to haul

the pinnace off the beach ; at the fame time, we could dif-

cover, with our glaffes, numbers of feals on the fhore ; and
the third officer informed us, that the rocks and beaches were

covered with them. At two, P. M. being then the 8th of

July, faw both boats coming off from the fhore, and at four

o'clock got along-fide ; the pinnace had in her 128 fkins,

and fome feals, fuperior in quality to any I ever faw. They

*Mr. Kendrkk. informed
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informed us, that there was no end to the quantity of feals on

fhore.

We inamediately got out the long-boat, prepared her for

going on fhore, the next morning, with ftores and a crew.

Accordingly, the next morning got the ftores and fealing

gear, with twelve hands, the fecond officer and myfelf, in the

long and jolly-boats ; and at 8 o'clock, we put off from the

jfhip, equipped for ^vork ; they gave us three cheers, which
we returned, and proceeded for the fhore, which was then

about three leagues S. W. of us. At noon, we got in with

the fhore ; found it impoffible to land, on account of the

furf, it being much higher than we difcovered it fince we
made the iilands. We immediately returned to the fhip, got

along-fide at one o'clock, took all the ftores out of the boats,

and veered them aflern, the weather having a threatening,

unfettled appearance.

The weather continued unfettled until the 13th, during

which time we kept between and about the iflands, as near

as the weather would admit ; when, on that day, having a

favourable appearance, we made the fecond attempt. At 8,

A. M. left the fhip, with both boats manned and flored as

before ; and at iq o'clock got in with the fhore, and an-

chored at the outfide of the furf, landed in the jolly-boat

myfelf and four hands, through a dangerous furf; took on
fliore with us, a hauling line from the long-boat, to haul the

cafks of water, and other ftores, out of her. We launched

the jolly-boat off a fecond time, and got all the people out

of the long-boat, excepting the fecond officer and two hands,

who remained to difcharge hen The furf was then rifing

very fafl ; and when we got about half the ftores on fhore,

the hauling line gave way ; but by means of Thomas Kilbyy

who was an extraordinary good fwimmer, brought it out

again through a furf, that, at moderate calculation, ran from
12 to 18 feet high. This pcrfon we always found to be

very ferviceable, as oftentimes, when the boat came with

fupplies, we fhould find it impoflible to land them, were it

not for his exertions, who always would carry out a line to

the boat, when it would be impoffible for us to launch the

jolly-boat. Got all the ftores out of the boat, the furf rifing

to a prodigious height, and the weather having an unfavour-
able appearance ; and finding it impoffible to launch the jolly-

boat again, to take the remainder of the people out of the

long-boat.
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long-boat, they therefore were obliged to put off for the fhip,

and the next day returned with more ftores, which we got

on fhore as before.

Until the 15th we were employed in getting our {lores

upon the ifland, and tents pitched ; then we began our attack

on the fcals, which at that time were very numerous ; and
in feven weeks, from that date, we killed and cured eleven

ihmjandfkinSy fuperior in quality to any I ever faw. Having
procured thefe, we thought it moft prudent to fliip them, as

the feafon of the year made us fearful of heavy rains, that

would damage the fkins.

We then coUeded them all to the wefternmoft part of the

ifland, which we found to be the befl: place for fliipping-them

;

which place, if we had known, when we firft landed on the

ifland, would have favcd us a great deal of trouble and diffi-

culty, which was oftentimes attended with a rifk of our lives.

Here we could land along-fide the rocks, as well as at any
wharf, and feldom or ever any furf to hinder a boat to land ;

but when landed, we had to go up a rteep bank, by means
of a rope ladder, which we found very convenient latterly, in

getting at feal, which otherwife could not be got at. We
oftentimes went dovvn banks 100 feet perpendicular, by
means of it, to kill feal.

We completed fliipping all the fkins, that were cured^

in three days ; and, fortunately, the weather during that

time, continued pleafant, and the fea exceeding fmooth.

Our intention was to profecute further the fealing bufinefs ;

but all at once the leal entirely quitted the ifland. We were
informed by one of our people, that had been a fealing at the

Faulkland ifland3,at all feafons of the year, that it w'as pecu-

liar to that animal, at that feafon of the year, fo to do, as

they go off in deep water, to fhed their fur, and wean their

young, the latter part of every fpring, and do not return for

four or five weeks. This ended all our fealing on this ifland ;

yet v/e fliared well for the time, having to the amount of
1 1,200 dried prime fkins, and nearly i 800 pickled ; in all

near thirteen thoufand, in my opinion, fuperior to any that

were ever brought to the China market. From the firft of
April to the firft of Augiift^ is the befl: time for fealmg here ;

for in that time the fur is in perfe6tion, and there is no end
to the quantity of feal. If we had been fortunate enough to

have got here two months fooner, I have no doubt but in

three
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three months, from the time of our landing, we fhoiild have

procured 20,000 fkihs.

However, this is all I can fay in favour of this ifland, ex-

cepting fifh, which are round it in great abundance ; and I

may venture to fay, none in the globe can exceed them.

The crawfifh are likewife in great plenty all along the rocks

;

and when the fpring of the year advanced we got xhe/ea-fowl's

eggs in great plenty. There is no water on the ifland, op

the lead appearance of a fpring on any part of it ; but from

many gullies and water ways, that we faw there, the rains

mult fall very heavy at fome feafons of the year. Ail round

the ifland, excepting the north part, is a high, perpendicular

bank, from 60 to 100 feet of rotten rocks and ftones ; and
on the north part, not more than 8 or i o feet to the beach in

fome places. The whole face of the iiland is covered with

flones and fand, apparently as if burnt, and run as if melted.

I am fully convinced that there is not a more barren fpot on
the face of the earth. We have feen no kind of vegetation

on the ifland, excepting a few fmall plants, too inconfiderable

for defcription ; and I have no doubt but an eruption has

taken place at fome former period. The 21 ft September,

having got all the fkins, which we had procured, on board,

and finding the feal had entirely quitted the ifland, we re-?

paired on board, with our baggage and gear.

From the 21ft to the 28th, wc lay off and on the ifland ;

fent the boats on fhore every day, to catch fifh for corning,

for the remainder of our palTage ; as we concluded to go to

the Marquefas, rather than to the Sandwich iflands, on ac-

count of their being much nearer, and in our way to the

coaft of America. We had it from good authority, that they

produced plenty of hogs and vegetables, which would con-

duce much to the health of our people, befides affording

them plenty of water."

An



Capt. Magee's Difcovefy of a Group of IJIands. 261

An Account gf the Discovery of a Group of Islands

IN THE North Pacific Ocean, by Capt. James Magee,
IN the Ship Margaret, of Boston, in his Run from
Canton toward the N. W. Coast of America.
Extracted from his Log-Book.

U nnUESDAY, 6th of March, 1793, ftecring N. E.

,

A at 3 o'clock in the morning, we faw land, bearing

N. E. by E. ; tacked and flood to the N. W. At 5, tacked

and ftood to the E. At day-light, faw fix ijlivids, bearing

from S. S. W. to N. by E. ; the neareft appeared to be about

four leagues diftant. At 7, the fouthernmoft ifland, by our

account, we judged to lie in latitude 27°, the northernnioft

in 2§° 4', north.
" At 10, A. M. a large ifland was feen, bearing S.

-J
W.,

to the fouthward of all which we had feen. At meridian,

the extremes of the iflands, in fight, bore as follows : That to

the fouthward of us, from S. S. W. \ W. to S. S. E. \ E. ;

the fliip's diflance from the body of the ifland, five miles.

That to the northward of us, and forms the channel we
pafled through, bore, at the fame time, N. ^ W. , diftant

6 or 7 leagues. Several, which we had feen in the morning,

were now out of fight ; the m.oft fouthern ifland not being

in fight, but we fuppofed it to bear S. S. W. , S leagues

diftant ; and the moft northern, N. by E. , 12 or 13 leagues

diftant.

*^ The meridian altitude gave the latitude 27" 12' N.
The longitude, by a good obfervation of the fun and moon,
was 214° 20' W. from Greenwich.

" This group of iflands lies nearly N. and S. , extending

about 64 nautical miles. As they are not laid down in any
chart in our poflefiion ; and as I fuppofe myfclf the firft

difcoverer, I give them the name of my fliip, Margaret's
ISLANDS.

** Wednefday, 7th of March,* at half paft 5, P. M. while

ftanding to the E. , a large number of breakers were {^ctn^

off" the E. end of the fourth ifland from the fouthward, which
we found it impofiible to weather. Wore fhip, and flood

to the weflward, (the wind being then about E.), to clear

thefe iflands. At 6, the northernmoft ifland, in fight, bore

N. N. W.

;

* This was the fame day, according to the civil account ; but it is to be noted, that th«"

marine day begins at nson, and the log account is kept in conformity to diat cuftom.



262 Mr. Wolcott^s Account of Mr. Winthrop's Agency^

N. N. W. ; the fouthernmoft, S. \ E. At half pad 6^

double-reefed the topfails, and hauled up the courfes. At
half paft 7, hove to. At 11, filled and flood, during the

night, firft N. E. , then S. by E. , then N, by W. At 6,

the next morning, the northernnrioit ifland, feen the preceed-

ing day, bore S. E. ^ E. , 10 or 1 1 leagues diftant. Being
now clear of the iflands, we let out our reefs, and fet our
top -gallant-fails, keeping our courfe to the N. E. , as before

this difcovery. Latitude this meridian, 28° 19' N."

A BRIEF Account of the Agency of the honourable
John Winthrop, esq^ in the Court of King Charles
THE second. Anno Dom. 1662 ; when he obtained a
Charter for the Colony of Connecticut. Writ-
ten BY Roger Wolcott, esq^ his Successor in the
Government of Connecticut, from 1751 to 1754-

•^T^HE night is pad, and civil wars o'er blown,
JL And the right heir advanced to the throne ;

A general joy runs through Great-Britanny,

At the appearance of his majefty :

Loud cannons from the fhips upon the Thames,
And from the batteries, fill'd the air with flames :

Whilft from the tower fuch mighty thunders went
As fhook the iflands, feas, and continent.

The rich, the poor, the old, the young, agree

To celebrate a joyful jubilee ;

And to the utmoft all themfelves employ.

To make free demonftrations of their joy.

Some quaff full goblets of the richefl wine ;

And others make the blazing bonfires fhine :

Whilft the devout their prayers to heaven fenr^

For bleflings on the king and government.

Thefe happy tidings Toon found out their way,
Unto the Englifh in America ;

Who join with Britain in the celebration

Of their juft prince's happy reftoration.

The fages of Conneiflicut do meet.

To pay their homage at their prince's feet ;

To whom they feek to haflen an addrefs.

To fhew their duty and their joy's excels.

Learned
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Learned Winthrop then, by general confent.

Sat at the helm, to fway the government

;

Who prudently the people doth advife.

To a(k the king for charter liberties.

All like his counfel well ; and all reply.

Sir, you muft undertake our agency ;

For there is none but you, we may expec!!:.

Can make the thing you counfel take effedl t

Your ferving us in this important thing.

And perfonating us before the king.

Will fure endear a Winthrop's memory
To us, and to our laft pofterity.

His mind, vaft as the heavenly fpheres above.

Was all befpangled with the ftars of love ;

And zealous care for their pofterity.

Of all his adts the primum mobile j

Led on by thefe bright ftars' kind influence.

He haftens to the palace of his prince ;

There waiting for an opportunity,

Ere long, great Charles was in his counfel far.

With fomc choice nobles of his cabinet :

His royal mind, intent on his affairs.

He thus unbofoms to his counfellers ;

What news, My lords ? How g» affairs abroad ?

What more remains to dofor England's good /

Do dijlant parts of our dominion

Want farther help orfavourfrom the throne f

At this, arofe one of the lords of trade.

And to his majefty this anfvver made.

An agent from Connecticut doth wait.

With an addrefs, before your palace gate.

het him come in, fays Charles, and let us hear

JVhat has been done, and zvhaVs a doing there ?

Winthrop, brought in before his prince's feet,

Proftrates himfelf with reverence, the king to greet ;

And thanks his majefty for his accefs :

Then for his people offers this addrefs :

I i ('No. 4. Vol. iv.) ' Great



264 Mr. IVokott's Account of Mr. JVinthrop^'s Agency,

* Great Sir, lince reconciled Heaven refl:ore&

' You to the throne of your high anceftors,

* See how each rubic(5l emulating tries

* To exprefs our national felicities :

* The joy of your acceflion to the throne
* Is like the lullre of the morning fun ;

* Which from the eaft falutes the weftern fhores,

* Still trampling under foot night's horrid powers-

:

' So the loud accents of this boundlefs joy,

' Echoing in our ears from Britanny,
* Gave light and gladnefs wherefoe'er it came,
' And fill'd our joyful hearts with equal flame.
* The fad remembrance of thofe days of vvoe,

* Which in your abfence we did undergo,
' Tranfports our prefent joys to that excefs,

* As pafTech all expreflions to exprefs.

* May heaven preferve your majefty, and blefs

* Your reign with honour, and with length of days-

5

* And in your line the regal power extejid,

* Until the fun's laft revolution end.
' And lince we are at mighty Csefar'^s feet,

* O may he pardon us, while we entreat
* Your royal favour in the thing we want ;

* T' incorporate us by your charter-grant.
* The land we've purchas'd, or fubdu'd by fight,

* And bought of Fenwick what was Warwick's right,,

* And all at the endeavour of our own,
* Without the lead: dilburfement from the throne.*

Rife upy quoth Charles ; my liheral handfupplies

All needful help to every one that cries ,-

Nor fhall I be illiberal to you. :

Butj prithee, Wlnthrop, pleafe to let me know
By whom it was your place did firji commence

,

Tour patriarchs that led your tribes from hence f

* If to declare their worth, i,'^ what you afk,

* Then I muft beg your pardon. That's a tafk
* So worthy due performance, and fo great,
* As goes beyond my utterance and conceipt :

' But virtue never fails j fucceeding days
* Shall much regard their merits, and Ihall raife

Men
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^ Men of bright parts and moving oratory,

* Who {hall emblazon their immortal glory,

* But if you afk to gain intelligence.

What were the reafons why they went from hence.

What ftraits they met with in their way, and there ?

Thefe fads I think I'm able to declare.

* Religion was the caufe : Divinity

Having declared the gofpel lliine fliould be

Extenfive as the fun's diurnal fhine ;

This mov'd our founders to this great defign.

And fure the Holy Spirit from above.

That firfl: did quickning on the waters move,
Infpir'd their minds, and fiU'd them with intents.

To bring to pafs fuch glorious events.

And now they wholly to this work devote.

Mind not the country they are going out :

Their ancient homes they leave, to come no more.
Their weeping friends and kindred on the fhore

They bid adieu, and with an aching heart

Shake hands ; 'tis hard when dcareft friends mufl part.

But here they part, and leave their parent ifle.

Their whilome happy feat. The winds a while

Are courteous, and condudl them on their way.

To near the midft of the Atlantic fea.

When fuddenly their pleafant gales they change

For difmal florms that on the ocean range.

For faithlefs t^oIus, meditating harms.

Breaks up the peace, and priding much in arms.

Unbars the great artillery of heaven.

And at the fatal fignal by him given.

The cloudy chariots threatening take the plains ;

Drawn by wing'd fteeds, hard prefling on their reins.

Thefe vaft battalions, in dire afped rais'd.

Start from the barriers-night with lightning blaz'd.

Whilft clafhing wheels refounding thunder cracks.

Struck mortals deaf, and heaven aftonifhed fhakes.

' Here the fhip captain, in the midnight watch.

Stamps on the deck, and thunders up the hatch j

And to the mariners aloud he cries.

Now all from fafe recumbency arife :

All hands aloft, and ftand well to your tack.

Engendering ftorms have cloath'd the fky with black,

*Big;
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* Big tempefts threaten to undo the world :

* Down top-fail, let the main-fail foon be furl'd ;

* Hade to the fore-fail, there take up a reef

:

' 'Tis time, boys, now if ever to be brief :

* Aloof for life ; let's try to ftem the tide,

* The fhip's much water, thus we may not ride :

* Stand roomer then, let's run before the fea,

* That fo the fhip may feel her fteerage way :

' Steady at helm ! Swiftly along (he feuds,

* Before the wind, and cuts the foaming fuds.

* Sometimes aloft fhe lifts her prow fo high,
* As if flie'd run her bowfprit through the iky ;

* Then from the fummit ebbs and hurries down,
' As if her way were to the center fhown.

* Mean while our founders in the cabin fat,

* RefleAing on their true and fad eftate ;

' Whilft holy Warham's facred lips did treat

' About God's promifes, and mercies great.

* Still more gigantic births fpring from the clouds^
* Which tore the tatter'd canvafs from the fhrouds,
* And dreadful balls of lightning fill the air,

* Shot from the hand of the great Thunderer.
* And now a mighty fea the (hip o'er takes,

* Which falling on the deck, the bulk-head breaks ;

* The failors cling to ropes, and frighted cry,
* The /hip is foundered^ we die ! we die !

* Thofe in the cabin heard the failors fcreech ;

* All rife, and reverend Warham do befeech,
' That he would now lift up to heaven a cry
* For prefervation in extremity.
* He with a faith fure bottom'd on the word
* Of Him that was of fea and winds the Lord,
' His eyes lifts up to Heaven, his hands extends,
* And fervent prayers for deliverance fends.
* The winds abate, the threatening waves appeafe,
' And a fweet calm fits regent on the feas,

* They blefs the name of their deliverer,

* Who now they found a God that heareth prayer.
* Still further wefi:vvard on they keep their way,

' Ploughing the pavement of the briny fea,

' Till the vaft ocean they had overpaft,
' And in Coiine(5licut their anchors caft.

Here
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* Here came Soheage, and told the company,
f The garden of America did lie

* Further up ftream, near fifty miles from hence,

* Part of which country he himfelf was prince.

* Much afk'd of th' foil, much of the government,
* What kings were there ? the land of what extent ?

' All which, by his free anfwers, when they knew,
* They o'er his back a fcarlet mantle threw.

* And now, invited with frefli fouthern gales,

' They weigh their anchors, and they hoift their fails,

* And northward for th' expedled country flood,

* Upon the fmiling pavement of the flood.

* At length they entered thofe awful ftraits,

* Where the flream runs through adamantine gates.

« 'Twas ftrange to fee the banks advanc'd fo high,

* As if with Atlas they bore up the fky.

' But when thofe difmal ftraits were paffed through,
* A glorious country opens to their view,
* Cloath'd all in green, and to the eye prefents

* Nature's befl: fruits and richefl: ornaments.
* Cheer'd with the fight, they fet all fails a-trip,

* And rais'd the Englifh enfign on their fhip.

* Brave youths, with eager ftrokes, bend knotty oars,

* Glad Ihouts bring cheerful echos from the fliores.

* As when the wounded amorous doth fpy

* His fmiling fortune in his lady's eye,

O how his veins and breaft fwell with a flood

Of pleafing raptures, that revive his blood !

And grown impatient now of all delays.

No longer he deliberating ftays ; 1

But through the force of her refiftlefs charms.

He throws him, foul and body, in her arms.
* So we, amazed at thefe {'Qcn. delights,

W^hich to fruition every fenfe invites.

Our eager mind, already captive made.
Grow moft impatient now to be delay'd.

This mofl: delightful country to poITefs ;

And forward, with induflrious fpeed, we prefs.

Upon the virgin ftream, who had, as yet.

Never been violated with a fhip.

* Upon the banks king Aramamet flood.

And round about his wondering multitude,

' Greatly
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* Greatlv amazed at fuch an uncouth iliow :

* What is't, they cried ? Some fay, a great canoe.
* OrherSj a bird that in the air doth fly,

* With her long bill, and wings up to the Iky.

* But other fome, wiiom fear did terrify,

* Cry'd, 'tis fome ill-prefaging prodigy.
* Nothing on earth more impetuous we find

* Than terror, when it feizeth on the mind.
* Dreadful effecfts of this did foon appear,
* The multitude furpris'd with chilling fear

;

* With looks diftrafted, and out-ftaring eyes,

* Each fcares himfelf, and others terrifies ;

< Only the king, who had within his bread,
* A heart which fooliih fear could not infefi-,

* Perceiv'd the matter, and the fliip he hails,

* Now drop your anchors, and unbend your fails ;

* And if for peace and friendfhip you are come,
^ And do defire this land fhould be your home,
'^ Let fome of your chief leaders come to land,

* And now with me join their right hand to hand.
* Sails lower amain, nor oars now touch the flood,

^ Down drop the anchors deep into the mud:
* Their chiefs repair to land, and with them bring,
* Obliging prefents for the Indian king.
* Majeftic Aramamet, with his lords,

* Steps forth to meet thofe guefts without his guards ;

' Meeting he paus'd, alionifh'd at the fight
;

* Such men, fuch airs, with countenances bright,

* He ne'er had fcen, nor now to fee expelling ;

* Amaz'd he flood a while ! but recollecting

* His fcattered inrellecfl, he cries, who's there .''

' Whence come you ? Seek you with us peace or war ?

* Britons you fee, fay they, and we are come
* From England, happieft feat in Chriflendom,
* Where mighty Charles obligeth fea and land,

' To yield obedience to his fceptred hand ;

* Nor came we here to live with you in wars,

* As he knows beft, that made fun, moon and ftars ;

* But rather here to live with you in peace,

* Till day and night's fucceilive changes ceafe.

'This we propofe ; and this if you approve,
* And do refpedt our neighbourhood and love,

'Then
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* Then fell us land, whereon we towns may plant,

' And join with us in friendly covenant.

* What you propofe, (quoth he,) is juft and good,

' And I lliall e'er refped your neighbourhood ;

' Land you may have, we vdue not the foily .

* Accounting tillage too fevere a toil.

' Then he his own right hand to theirs doth join,

* Of his fure friendfliip the undoubted fign ;

* Then brings them to his houfe, and from his boards
' Feafls them with what his country beft affords.

* Whilft here they ftay at Aramamet's court,

' Hither the neighbouring Indian kings refort,

* And join with them in articles of peace,

* And of their lands make firm conveyances j

* And being now by deeds and leagues fecure,

* Their towns they build, their purchas'd land manure.'"

Thus far he faid ; Then faid his majefty.

Methinks, I have a ciiriojity

To know this country y thatfor ages pgj}

Lay hid, and you have nowfound out at Iaft ;

^his new-found river, is it frejh andfair ?

What land adjoins to it ? Has't a pieafant air ?

Learn'd Winthrop bow'd with humble reverence,

T' exprefs his loyalty unto his prince.

And then thefe his demands to fatisfy.

He with a cheerful air made this reply :

* This your defire, great Sir, bears me in mind.

What in the ancient regifter we find

Of the firlt king in Jefurun, from whofe breaft

Such vaft and ample thoughts themfclves exprefl: :

That they have by the world been held e'er fince.

Of truth and wifdom cleareft evidence.

This mighty man defired of his God
That he before his life's laft period.

Might be permitted once to look upon
The land, that goodly Mount and Lebanon ;

Which his defire was thus accomplilhed.

After his charge was done, then he was led

Up to the top of Pifgah, and his eye

From thence was well enabled to defcry

<The
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* The land of promife in its full extent,

' And all things in it that were excellent.

* Long did he feaft his hungry eyes, and gaz'd
' Upon thofe obje<fls, until, all amaz'd
* And ravifh'd with the light thus to him given,
* His vafl: capacious foul flew up to heaven.
* But thus to view fine countries from afar

* Mull: ftill remain that man's peculiar

;

* And though I think our land is near as good
* As that which then was unto Mofes llievv'd,

' Yet may it not from me be now expefted
* Its worth fhould be fo amply difledted,

' Yet will I do my beft to fatisfy

* What is demanded by your majefly.
* This gallant ftream keeps running from the head

' Four hundred miles ere it with Neptune bed,
* Fading along hundreds of rivulets,

' From either bank its cryftal waves befets,

* Freely to pay their tributes to this ftream,
' As being chief and fovereign unto them ;

* It bears no torrent nor impetuous courfe,
* As if 'twere driven to the fea by force.
* But calmly on a gentle wave doth move,
* As if 'twere drawn to Thetis' houfe by love.

* The waters frefh and fweet ; and he that fwims
' In it, recruits and cures his furfeit limbs.
* The fifherman the fry with pleafure gets,

* With feines, pots, angles, and his tramcl-nets.
* In it fwim falmon, fturgeon, carp and eels ;

* Above, fly cranes, geefe, ducks, herons and teals ;

* And fwans, which take fuch pleafure as they fly,

* They fing their hymns oft long before they die.

' The grafly banks are like a verdant bed,
* With choiceft flowers all enameled,
' O'er which the winged chorifters do fly,

* And wound th' air with wonderous melody,
« Here philomel, high perch'd upon a thorn,

» Signs cheerful hymns to the approaching morn.
* The fong once fet, each bird tunes up his lyre,

* Refponding heavenly mufick through the quire,
* Within thefe fields, fair banks of violets grows ;

* And near them (land the air-perfuming rofe.

And
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* And yellow lilies fair enameled,
* With ruddy fpots here blufhing hang the head.

* Thefe meadows ferve not only for the fight,

* To charm the eye with wonder and delight i

* But for their excellent fertility,

* Tranfcends each fpot that ere beheld fol's eye,

* Here lady Flora's richeft treafure grows,
* And here Ihe bounteoufly her gifts beftows.
* The hufband-man, for all his diligence,

* Receives an ample, liberal recompence,
* And fcalling on the kidneys of the wheat,
* Doth foon his labour and his toil forget.

* After the meadows thus have took their place,

* The champion plains draw up to fill the fpace.

* Fair in their profped:, pleafant, fruitful, wide,
* Here Tellus may be fecn in all his pride.

* Cloud-kifling pines in ftately man-groves fland,

* Firm oaks fair branches wide and large extend.
* The fir, the box, the balm-tree, here ftand mute,
* So do the nut-trees, laden down with fruit.

* In fhady vales the fruitful vine o'erwhelms
* The waving branches of the bending elms.

* Within the covert of thefe fhady boughs,
' The loving turtle and his lovely fpoufe,

* From bough to bough, in deep affeftion move,
* And with chafl:e joy reciprocate their love.

* At the cool brooks, the beavers and the minks
* Keep houfe, and here the hart and panther drinks.

* And partridges here keep in memory,
* How to their lofs they foared once too high.

* Within thefe fpacious forefts, frefh and green,
* No monfl:ers of burnt Africk may be feen.

' No hiding bafiilifk fiands to aff^right,

* Nor feps, nor hemorhus, with mortal bite ;

* The lybian lion ne'er fet footing here,

* Nor tigers of Numidia do appear.
* But here the moofe his fpreading antlers fways,
* And bears down ftubborn ftandeis with their fprays.
* Thefe fport thcmfelvcs within thefe woods, and here
' The fatted roe-buck and the fallow deer
* Yield vcnifon as good as that which won
* The patriarchal benediction.

K k. (No. 4. Vol. iv.) « Each
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' Each plain is bounded at its utmofl: edge
* With a long chain of mountains in a ridge,

* Whofe azure tops advance themfelves fo high,

* They feem like pendants hanging in the iky.

* Twenty-four miles, furveyors do account
* Between the eaflern and the w cftern mount ;

* In which vafi: interfpace, pleafant and fair,

* Zephyrus whifpers a delightful air.

* Thefe mountains fland at equi-diftant fpace
' From the fair flood, in fuch majeftick grace,

' Their lo»ks alone are able to infpire

* An adtive brain with a mercurial fire.

' The mufes hence their ample dews diflil,

* More than was feigned from the twy-topt hill.

* And if thofe witty men that have us told

* Strange tales of mountains in the days of old,

* Had they but feen how thefe are elevated,

* We fliould have found them far more celebrated,
* In the fine works that they have left to us,

* Than high Olympus or long CancalTus ;

* Or Latmos, which Diana flops upon,
* There to falute her dear Endimion.

* Hither the eagles fly, and lay their eggs ;

* Then bring their young ones forth out of thofe crags,
' And force them to behold fol's majelfy,
* In mid-noon glory, with a fteady eye.

' Here the old eagle his long beak belays
* Upon a rock, till he renews his days.

' And hence they from afar behold their prey^
* And with a fleady pinion wing their way.
' But why fo excellent a land fliould lie

* So many ages in obfcurity,
* Unfeen, unheard of, or unthought upon,
* I think there's no good reafon can be fliown
* Unlefs 'twere as it Teems the mind of fate,

* Your royal name long to perpetuate,
* So ordered it that fuch a land might owe
* Thanks for it's liberties, great Sir, to you.

* The Englilh fettlements, when thus begun,
* Were bleft and profper'd in their carrying on,
* Churches embody. Heaven they addrefs,
* For prefervation in the wildernefs.

*Thc
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' The heathen they invite unto the Lord,
* And teach them the good knowledge of his word.
' Heav'n heard their pray'rs, and their labour crown'd
* With health and peace, with all their neighbours round.

* Thus all fucceeded well, until the fun
* Had near one time his annual circle run,

\ f When great Safacus rofe in impious arms,
* And fill'd the land with mifchiefs and alarms.

' But fince I've mentioned great Safacus' name,
* That day fo much a terror where it came,
•• Let me, in profecuting of my ftory,

* Say fomething of his pride and kingdom's 'glory.

* Of the brave Pequot nation he was head,

* And with fuch condud had their armies led,

^ That by the power of his martial bands,

« He had fubjedled all the neighbouring lands.

' Upon the vanquifh'd he would exercife

'The mofl: inhumane a<fls of ,cruelties,

' By which, and by his often victories,

* He grew fo dreadful to his enemies,
* That weaponlefs they fell before his feet,

* For pardon and protecflion to intreat.

* Great was his glory, greater flill his pride ;

* Much by himfelf and others magnified.
* He hears the Englilh in the eaftern parts

* Are of fuch ftoutncfs and refolved hearts,

* That they will do no homage to the throne
* Of any fov'reign prince, except their own.
* This fuiteth not with his ambitious breaft ;

* He'll have their homage too amongft the reft.

* And fuch of them as fall within his power,
* He like an hungry lion doth devour.

* He Norton, Stone, and Oldham, doth furprife,

* Then murders them and all their companies ;

* Seizeth their goods, and them for prefents fends,

* At once to comfort and confirm his friends.

* Their deaths the Maffachufetts doth refent,

* And Endicott is with an army fent ;

' Who, though he wifely did the war purfue,
* And did what a brave general could do ;

* Yet he return'd again without fuccefs,

' And Pequots kept infulting ne'erthelefs.

'S#
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' So great a work, and mighty was it found,

* To fix your Englifh on that diftant ground.
* Mean while, the Englifh of that colony,

* On whofe account I'm here in agency,

' Ente'red the river, and poffefs'd the fame,
* Paying no deference to his dreadful name.

* This high affront the tyrant deep refents,

* And vows to ruinatcjheir fettlements.

* His priefts, his captains, and great men of war,

* He callelh to confult on this affair :

* Who being met, the cafe to them relates,

^ And thus the wretch on us recriminates :.

* My noble captains and wife counfellers,

* You know how that of old our anceftors,

* By their known liberties and ancient laws,

' Were well allow 'd to marry many fquaws.
' Their way of worfhip was to dance apd iing^

* By the religious rules of Powawing.
* Their gods always accepted their addrefs,

* And crovv'n'd their arms with glorious fuccefs.

* Then was the Pequot name greatly renown'd^
' And terrible to neighbouring nations round.
* Thefe rules and their eftate (o profperous,
' They handed down unblemifhed to us :

* And we have been as profperous in our days,

' In following their long-approved ways.
* But there's of men a moft audacious brood,

* Lately come hither from beyond the flood,.

* Who teach us other doctrines to believe,

* Than ever our fore-fathers did receive :

* Thefe tell the Indians they have got no eyes j

* But as for they themfeives are very wife.

* They preach there is no other God but one

;

* Him whom your fathers worfhip'd, he is none.
* Their way of worfliip was a curfed way ;

* They ferv'd the devil in their antick play.
* 'Tis very like they now are all in hell,

* Where they in fire and brimftone roar and yelL
* And you, for following the fteps they tread,

' Are like enough fo to be puniihed,
* Unlefs for what is pad you foon repent,

? And turn you from thofe ways to full intent.

You
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^ You muft not have fo many handfome wives,

* That dent confift with mortified lives ; ,

* And we allows no fuch pluralities

;

^ Therefore forfakc them, pity not their cries.

* The Sabbath you muft keep, yea faft and pray,

' And watch your wicked hearts both night and day.

* And when all this is done, you muft complain,

^ All ftands for nothing till your born again.

* Now ftiall we all at once be rul'd by them,
* And fo our fathers and our gods contemn ?

* Shall we at once forfake our pleafant wives,

^ That fo we may live mortified lives ?

* Shall we yield them the empire we command,
* And humbly wait upon them cap in hand ?

« Or ftian't we rather curb them now betimes,

^ And make them feel the folly of their crimes ?

^ Speak freely. On the honour of a prince,

* I'll hear as freely, and without offence.

* Then an old Panime rofe, to eafc his breaft,

' And thus his deep refentments he expreft :

^ Such horrid words, fuch fayings blafphemous,
' Comes from no tongue but the moft impious.
* All nations yet have ever honoured
* The facred name and mem'ry of the dead,
^ No men till thefe dare ever yet defpife,

* And trample on immortal deities.

* No ftrangers yet, till conqueft gave them caufe,

' Dare once prefcribe to native princes laws.

* Which fhevvs their blafphemy and infolence

' Is great, and doth furpafs all precedents.

* Our laws, our empire, and religion too,

* Are fafely. Sir, depofited with you.
* And you have kept them fafely hitherto,

* As 'tis your duty and your praife to do.

* Suffer them not to keep infulting thus,

* Nor put fuch impofitions upon us.

* But arm your warriors ; let us try the odds
* 'Tvvixt them and us, 'twixt theirs and our gods.
* For much I fear impending vengeance
* Will ruin us, unlefs we drive them hence.

* This faid, one of his chiefeft warriors rofe,

f And thus his mind did to his prince difclofe :

If
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* If they are fo audacious while a few,

« When grown a multicude, what will they do ?

« Therefore 'tis my advice to arm, and try

* The quarrel with them in their infancy.

* Sure now, if ever, we may well fucceed,

* Whilft warlike Safacus doth us lead ;

* Whofe very name and martial policy

* Has always gain'd us half the vicftory.

* To what he faid, they all agreed as one :

' Now is the trumpet of defiance blown.
* War with the Englifh nation is proclaim'd

;

* (Their prieds their martial men greatly enfiam'd).
* A bloody hofl is fent to Saybrook fort,

* To plunder, kill and cut the Englilh fhort :

* Where they arrived, and diverfe murdered ;

* Then round the Englifh fort beleaguered.
* Another army crofs the land is fent,

< With fire and fword to kill the innocent.
* At Wethersiicld they lay in ambufcadc,
* And a fad llaughter of the people made.
* Others they took, and them in captive led

* Unto their forts, there to be tortured.

* Thus from our peace mo(f fuddenly we arc

* Wrapt up in the calamities of war.
* So have I fometimes in the fumm.er {ztn
' The fun afcending and the fky ferene

;

* Nor v.'ind nor cloud in all the hemifphere,
* All things in fuch a perfecl calmnefs were.
* At length a little cloud doth up arife,

* To which the nitrous fulphury vapour flies.

* Soon a dark mantle over heaven fpread,
* With which the lamp of day was darkened.
* And now the clouds in tcmpeft loud contend^
* And rain and dreadful lightning dovvnward fend ;

* With which fuch loud and mighty thunders i)roke,
* As made earth tremble, and the mountains fmoke ;

* And the convuliive world fcem drawing on
* Apace to her own difTolution ;

* The awfulnefs of which amazing fight
* Greatly did earth's inhabitants affright.

* E'en fo thofe halcyon days, that were with us,

' Were foon turn'd into times tempeftuous.
' Mifchicf
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Mifchief on mifchief every day fucceeds.

And every mifchief greater mifchief breeds.

The numerous nations all the country o'er.

Who had appeared friendly heretofore.

Seeing the Pequots had the war begun.

And well fucceeded in their carrying on.

Calling to mind their former vidlories.

The Englifh men grew abjedl in their eyes.

Some at the firft the Pequot armies join'd.

And all the reft but of a wavering mind ;

Waiting but for an opportunity

To murder us by force or treachery.

No confidence in any we repofe.

Our feeming friends we find our real foes.

Fears never to behold the morning light.

Encumbered our natural reft each night.

Nor had we place of refuge to repair.

Only to the Moft High in Heaven by prayer

;

To whom was offered up the facrifice

Of broken hearts, and penitential cries.

* A council met at Hartford, who conclude.

We muft fubdue the foe, or be fubdued ;

And that the gangrene ftill would further ftray,

'Till the infeded limb be cut away.

And thereupon they ordered and decreed.

To raife our utmoft forces with all fpecd.

This refolution publifh'd and declar'd.

Ninety brave combatants in arms appear'd.

This vvas the fum of all our infantry.

Yet fcarce a tithe unto the enemy.
But what they wanted in their multitude,

'Twas hop'd their refolution would make good.
* Thefe were the men, this was the little band.

That durft the force of the new world withftand ;

Thefe were the men that by their fwords made way
For peace and fafety in America.

And thefe are thofe whofe names fame hath enrol'd^,

Fairly, in brighteft charadlers of gold.
* The army now drawn up : To be their head
Our valiant Mafon was commiflioned ;

(Whofe name is never mentioned by me,
* Without a fpecial note of dignity).

'The
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' The leader march*d them to the river fide,

* There to embark his army on the tide ;

* Where lay our little fleet, to wait upon
' Our army, for their tranfportation.

' (Going on board, Oraculous Hooker faid,

* Fear not the foe, they fhall become your bread)*

* 'Twas here that Uncafs did the army meet,
* With many rtout Mohegans at his feet.

* He to the general goes, and doth declare,

* He came for our alliftance in the war.
* He was that fagamore, whom great Safacus* rage

* Had hitherto kept under vafialage.

* But weary of his great feverity,

* He now revolts, and to the Englifb fly.

' With cheerful air our captain him embraces,
* And him and his chief men with titles grace* ;

* But over them preferv'd a jealous eye,

* Lefl: all this might be done in treachery.

* Then down the river with their fleet they fiood j

* But ftranding often on the flats and mud.
* Uncafs, impatient of fuch long delays,

* Stood forth, and freely to the general fays,

' Suffer me and my men to go on fhore,

* We are not uf'd to fhipping, fails and oar.

* I'll range the woods to find the enemy,
* Where they in their cloCc ambufhments may lie j

* And unto you at Saybrook will repair,

* And fo attend your further orders there.

* Confented to, they lanJ immediately,
* And marching down, foon met the enemy :

* And fhowers of arrows on them he beftows,
* Swifter than ever flew from Parthian bows.

* At length the Pequots left the field and fl^d,

* There leaving many of their fellows dead.
* The news of this our forces greatly cheers,

* And turn'd to confidence our jealous fears.

* Coming to Saybrook, Uncafs on them waits,

* Whofe good fiiccefs our men congratulates.

* Here captain Underbill with our army join'd,

* And being favoured with a lucky wind,
* All hafie on board, and foon forfak^ the fhore,

* With the rough winds, both fails and tackle roar.

* Their
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* Their oaken oars they in the ocean fteep,

* And cufF the foaming billows of the deep.

* Swiftly through tides and threatening waves they feud,

* Ploughing the pavement of the briny flood :

* So ferch'd about a compafs on the fea,

* And landed in the Narraganfett-bay ;

* And marching through that country, foon they met
* The Narraganfett prince, proud Ninegrett.

' To whom the Englifh fays. We lead thefe bands,

* Arm'd in this manner, thus into your lands,

* Without defign to do you injury,

* But only to invade the enemy ;

* You who to the expenfe of io much blood'
* Have long time born their evil neighbourhood,
* Will bid us welcome ; and will M^ell excufe
* That we this way have took our rendezvous.

* Quoth Ninegrett, your war I well approve,
* And fo your march, foldiers, I always love :

" But fure Safacus is quite unknown to you,

* Elfe had you never hoped, with fo few,

* One of his fmalleft captains to fupprefs,

* Much lefs to florm him in his fortreffes.

* Never believe it : In thcfe cadles are

* Brave captains and courageous men of war.

* All men have found it fo that yet have try'd.

* To whom the Englifli thus in fhort reply'd :

* Their ftrength and courage doth not us affright,

* 'Tis with fuch men we u(q and choofe to fight.

* Our army marching unto ISlayantick goes,

* Lying jult in our progrefs towards the foes.

* The news of this our march, fame doth tranfpor?
* With fpeed to great Miaanrinomoh's court.

* Nor had that penlive king/orgot the lofTcs,

* He had fuftain'd through Safacus's forces. ^
* Cheer'd with the news, his captains, all as one,
* In humble manner do addrefs the throne,

* And prcfs the king to give them his commiflionj
* To join the Englifh in this expedition.

* To their requeft the cheerful king afients,

* And now they fill and form their regiments
* To war : A cohort which came marching down
* To us, who lay encamp'd before the town.

LI (No.^.V^l.'is,) « Their
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* Their chiefs go to our general, and declare

* What'^s their intention, and whofe men they are.

* We come, fay they, with heart and hand to join
* With Englifhrnen upon this brave delign ;

' For Pequot's pride allows them no content
< Within the fphere of their own government

;

« Without elTays to wrong their brethren,

* And ravifli freedom from the fons of men,
< Which makes this work moft needful to be done^
* To flop their meafurelefs ambition.

* But fure the war that you intend to make,
« And manage thus, muft come from your miftake.

« Can thefe un-arrowed white men, fuch a few,

< So much as hope the Pequots to fubdue ?

* Yes, hope you may, while fatal ignorance
* Keeps back the knowledge of their puiflance.

* But if you come to be engaged once,

* You'll learn more wit by fad experience.

* But happy you ; who thus yourfelves expofe,
* To be the prey and triumph of your foes.

« Thrice happy you to be preferved thus
* From your deftruiftion, and fuch deaths by us :

* And Unce our numbers and our features fhow
* Us men, as well and better men than you,
* We hope it will offend not you nor yours,

< The chiefeft poft of honour (hould be ours.

* Mafon harangues them with high compliments ;

'^ And to confirm them, he to them confents.

Hold on, bold men, fays he, as you've began :

I'm free and eafy, you fhall take the van.
* And in this order marching, on they went
Towards the enemy, till the day was fpent.

And now "bright Phoebus had his chariot driven

Down from the lofty battlements of heaven^

And weary, put his tired fteeds to reft.

Bearing himfelf on blulliing Thetis* bread.

And left the horrid darknefs of the night

Should quite eclipfe the glory of his light.

Fair Cynthia, towering up, did well embrace
Her brother's light into her orbed face.

* The Indians ftill kept up their boafted flame,
* 'Till near the enemy's fortrefTes they came.

But
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* But as we always by experience find,

^ Froft-bitten leaves will not abide the wind j

' Hang trembling on the limbs a while they may,
* But when once Boreas roars, they fly away,
< To hide themfelves in the deep vales below,
' And to his force leave the expofed bough.

* So thefe who had fo often, to their harms,
* Felt the great power of Safacus's arms,
* And now again juft to endure the fame,
* The dreadful found of great Safacus's name,
' Seem'd every moment to attach their ears,

* And fill'd them with fuch heart-amazing fears,

* That fuddenly they run and leek to hide,

' Swifter than leaves in the autumnal tide.

' The Narraganfetts quit the fervice clear,

* But the Mohegans followed in the rear.

' Our men perceive the allies all are gone,
' And fcarce a pilot left to lead them on ;

* Caufed an alta, and then from the rear

'^ Summon'd fuch Indians as were there to hear.

* At lail, after long waiting for the fame,
' Up trufty Uncafs and flout Wequafli came,
* Of whom the general, in ftrid: terms, demands,
' Where ftands the fort, and how their judgment Hands,
< About the enterprife ? And what's the caufe

« They left their pod, againft all martial laws ?

* To which we had this anfwer from a prince

:

« The enemy's fort ftands on yon eminence ;

Whofe deep afcent is now before your eyes :

And for my judgment in the enterprife.

Fain would my willing heart hope for fuccefs.

Fain would my eager tongue fuch hopes exprefs ;

But knowledge of the foe fuch hope denies, /•

And finks my heart in deep defpondencies.

You cannot know the danger of your cafe.

Not having yet beheld a Pequot's face.

But fad experience hath inftru6led me, •

How dreadful and invincible they be

;

What mighty battles often have they won.
And cut down armies like the grafs that's mown.
And my heart rues this day, becaufe I fear

Thofe lions will your lambs in pieces tear.

•When
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« When once they are engag'd, 'tis hard to get

' A difpenfation from them to retreat.

* Sir, be advis'd before it be too late,

' Truft not too far your evil-boding fate

;

* Great pity 'tis to lofe fo brave an hoft ;

* And more that fuch a general fhould be loll.

* Then Iker another courfe : thrufl: not yourfelves

•To certain ruin on thefe dangerous fhelves.

* Here ftop'd, and on the Englifh fix'd his eye,

' With care expecting what they would reply.

* Brave Mafon, who had in his breaft enfhrin'd

* A prudent and invulnerable mind ;

* Weighing the cafe and ground wheition they flood,

* The enemy how hard to be fubdu'd ;

* How if the field (hould by the foe be won,
* The Englifh fettlements might be undone.
* His little army now was left alone
' And all the allies' hopes and hearts were gone :

' Thefe and all other things that might diffuade
* From an engagement, having fully weigh'd ;

* But looking on his cheerful foldiery,

* True fons of Mars, bred up in Britanny ;

* Each firmly bent to glorify his name,
* By dying bravely in the bed of fame,
' In his new country's juft defence, or elfe

' To extirpate thefe murderous infidels ;

* This rais'd his thoughts, his vital fpirits cheer'd,
' So that no enemy on earth he fcar'd.

* He now refolv'd the city to invade ;

* And to the thoughtful prince this anfwer made.
* You fay, my men han't yet a Pequot feen

;

' 'Tis true, yet they ere now in- wars have been,
* Where mighty captains and brave men have Ihed
« Their blood, while roaring cannons echoed ;

* Yet they undaunted refolute go on,

'Where dying fprings make fanguine rivers run;
* Out braving danger, mount the higheft wall,

* Yea play with death itfelf without appal
;

' Nor turn the back till they have won the day,
* And from the mighty torn the fpoils away.
' And do you think that any Pequot's face

* Shall daunt us much, or alter much the cafe ?

•The
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* The valour of our foes v*'e always prize,

* As that which mod our triumph glorifies.

* Their ftrength and courage but allurements are,

* To make us more ambitious of the war.

* Then don't defpair, but turn you back again

* Encourag'd, and confirm your heartlefs men,
* And hinder them in their intended flight,

* Only to fee how Engliflimen will fight ;

* And let your eyes themfelves be judges then
* 'Twixt us and Pequots, which are better men.

« Down bow'd theprincc.downbow'd this trembling 'fquirc t

< Greatly the gen'ral's courage they admire.
« Back to the rear, with fpeedy hafle they went,
* And call the captains of their regiment ;

* To whom the prince doth in fliort terms declare,

* Englifli or Pequots muft go hunt white deer.

* No counfel can the general's wrath afliiage,

« Nor calm the fury of his martial rage.

< His men are all refolved to go on,

* Unto the Pequots' ruin, or their own :

* Then we ourfelves will ftand in fight, and fee

« The laft conclufion of this tragedy.

* Mean while the general his oration makes,
* And with his army thus expofl:ulates : /

* There's fuch a crifis now in providence,

« As fcarce has been fmce time did firfl commence.
« Fate has determin'd that this very day
* Shall try the title of America :

« And that thefe hands of ours Ihall be the hands,

« That fhall fubdue or forfeit all thefe lands.

* If this day's work by us be once well done,
* America is for the Englifh won :

* But if we faint and fail in this defign,

' The numerous nations will as one combine
« Their country's forces, and with violence

' Deftroy the Englifh and their fettlements,.

« Here we are llrangers ; and if we are beat,

* We have no place for fafety or retreat.

« Therefore our hands mufl: be prefervativcs

* Of our religion, liberties and lives.

* 1 urge not this as motives from defpair,

* To which I know you utter Grangers are

;

*Only
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^

^

« Only to fhew what great advantages
* Attends your valour, urging the fuccefs.

* Mov'd with defpair, the coward fights and ftorms,

< But your brave minds have more angelick forms.

' Your high-born fouls in brighter orbs do move,
< And take in fair ideas from above ;

« Minding the laurels that the vidor wears^

* And great example of your anceftors.

t I know you can't their mighty adls forget,

< And yet how often did they them repeat ?

t What did that ever famous black prince do,

i At firft at Creffy, after at Poidlou ?

« Bravely he led the Englifh fquadrons on,

< Bravely they fought till they had took king John,
i Bravely he did his father's meffage bear,

< To fave his life and honour in the war :

« For in that fight he rais'd the Englifh fame
« Above the Grecian or the Roman name. v

i And with what force and martial puiflance

Did great king Henry claim the crown of France ?

He like a gamefter play'd his tennis balls.

Like bolts of thunder over Paris walls.

How lion-like he led his Britifii bands.

Though few in number, through the Gallick lands !

To Agincourt, then fac'd his mighty foe.

And gave his multitude the overthrow ;

Where'er his generals came they did advance
The Englifh enfigns on the towers of France ;

Until that nation rendered up to him
Their heirefs and imperial diadem.

And when of late king Philip did attempt

Quite to fubvert the Britifb government ;

And for that end, fent out his mighty fleet,

Whom Howards, Seymore, and bold Drake did meet.
And meeting, took or funk into the main
The wealth, the hope, the power and pride of Spain.
By fuch exploits, the Englifli glory went
Throughout from Britain to the Orient :

And there too foon 'twas bounded by the feas

And limited from the Antipodies.

Nought of their worth in the new world was told.

Nor more could be expreffed in the old.

* Then
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» Then fame itfelf dull and inadtive grew .

< For want of other bufinefs to purfue.

* But fate, which long hath deftinated you,

* To prove the flories of th' old world i' th' new,
< Ship'd you on board, and with full gales hath fent

' You forth from Britain to this continent

;

« And by this foe gives opportunity
« Here to evince the Englifh bravery •

* And give the world alTuranee that we be
* Sons of thofe mighty men of Britannie.

« 'Tis true, our enemies are hard to tame ;

* The more the danger is, the more's the fame.
' But they are flrong, immur'd, a multitude :

< The more's the honour when they are fubdu'd.
' But they are valiant, us'd to overthrow ;

* What glory 'tis to conquer fuch a foe !

* Their very name hath made our allies run ;

* Oh how will this adorn the field when won 1

* Leave the fuccefs to Him whofe boundlefs powers
* Will doubtlefs blefs fo jufl: a war as ours.

' Then let's not give the kn^t of danger place,

* But ftorm the enemy's fortrefs in the face.

* So {hall the line of your high praifcs run
* The fame in time and circle with the fun :

* And happy Albion fhall forever glory,

^ Her diftant fons did here make good her ftory.

' No more he faid, then through the regiment
' Was heard a foftly murmur of confent.

* Amen, our forces faid ; and then on high,
* To the world's Arbiter, lift up their eye,

* And with an humble air of earneftnefs

* Unto his Majefty made this addrefs.

« O Moft Divine, Eternal Majefty,
* Whofe throne's exalted far above the (ky ;

* Where thou by fpotlefs fpirits art ador'd,

« As their, and our, and every thing's great Lord,
« Yea, fe exalted is thy Majefty,
« So infinite is thy Divinity

;

« That what the bed and utmoft praifes be,
< Once to behold, is humblenefs in thee

;

« Yet albeit thou art exalted fo,

< Thou halt a kind refpect unto the low

;

* And
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^

And from thy moft exalted ftations there,

Viewefl what's acting on thy footftool here.

Thou in thy word dofi: oft and oft dedare.

Thy people's good is thine cfpccial care :

And haft more often in thy providence.

Made good that word in their deliverance : \

So that their motto hitherto hath been.

In the mount of the Lord it fliall be feen. .

^

Look down from thy immenfe fublimities, '

To view our troubles and to hear our cries.

Our eyes are unto thee, who canft fubdue

A multitude, and victors make a few.

Mind, Lord, it wa,s thy power and right-hand

Hath brought us to, and fet us in this land.

'Twas for thy fake th'at we left Britannie,

And our enjoyments there, here to have thee.

But how the heathen rage, and how their kings

Againft thee, and thy Chrift, fpeak evil things ?

For fure the truth of their intentions be.

By driving us from hence to banifh thee.

If thou arc lilent and allovv'ft the fame.

What wilt thou do unto thy dreadful name
Thy promife to thy Son haft thou not * *

That thou wilt give the heathen * * *

And of the earth the utmoft * * *

To be to him for his poflcftion.

We hop'd of this to've {^tn th" accomplifhment %

Yea, and ourfelves to help on the event.

Then, Lord, arife, and to our help incline.

And ftiout as mighty men fhout after wine.

Let the proud dwellers of the nations fee

There's none that is invincible but thee.

So ftiall the wrath of man honour thy name.

And this ftiall their remaining wrath rcftrain :

And this thy people's thankful hearts fhall raife

To celebrate thy name with cndlcfs praife.

* After devotions thus to Heaven paid,

* Up to the enemy our armies led,

* Silent as the riphean fnow doth fall,

* Or fifties walk in Neptune's fpacious hall.

* Now Lucifer had juft put out his head,

* To call Aurora from old Tithon's bed. * Whereat
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* Whereat the troops of the approaching light,

' Began to beat the reg'ments of the night.

* But Morpheus, with his unperceived bands,
' Had clos'd the Pequots' eyes, and chain'd their hands,
* All lay afleep, fave one fagacious wretch,
* Who deftin'd was to ftand upon the watch.
^ Firm to his charge, with diligence he applies,

* And looks around with fierce lyncean eyes.

* When our avant couriers he efpy^d,

* Opening his lungs aloudj Auwunux cry'd.

Auwunux, faid our king, what doth that mean 2

* It fignifies, faid Winthrop, Englifhmen.
' The ftartling news doth every foldier roufe,

* Each arms and haflens to his rendezvous.
* Meantime the Englifli did the fort attach,

* And in the fame had opened a breach,
* Through which our brave Alcides entred firfl,

" In after whom his valiant foldiers thruft.

* Before the breach an unappalled band
* Of warlike Pequots, with bow and arrows fband.

* With cheerful accents thefe themfelves confirm,
* To die like men, or to outface the ftorm.
* Then gallantly the Englifli they aflail,

* With winged arrows^ like a fliower of hail.

^ Thefe ours endure ; and with like violence,

' Sent lead and fulphur back in recompence.
* And now the fight grew more and more intenfcj

* Each violent death enflames the violence.

* Charge anfwered charge, and fhout reply 'd to ihout ?

* Both parties like enraged furies fought ;

' Till death, in all its horrid forms, appears,

* And dreadful noife keeps clamouring in our ears.

' Now as fome fpacious rivers in their way,
* By which they travel onwards to the fea,

« Meet with fome mighty precipice, from whence,
* Enrag'd, they throw themfelves with violence

* Upon the ftubborn rocks that lie below,
* To ruake difturbance in the way they go.

* Here, though the fury of the fray doth make
* The near adjacent rocks and mountains quake,
^ Still the remorflefs ftream keeps on its courfc,

* Nor will abate a moment of its force,

M m (No. 4. Vol. iv.) ' But
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» But rather haftens by impetuous fads
* To throw itfelf into thofe cataradls.

* And fo it happened with our foldiers here,.

* Whofe fortune *t<vas to travel in the rear.

* The combatings of thefe within the breaches,

' With dreadful noife their liftening ears attaches i

* And from their foes, and from their brethren,

* Loud cries of fighfing and of dying men.
* Senfe of the danger doth not them affright,

' But rather proves a motive to excite

* The martial flame in every foldier's~breaft,

* And on they like enraged lions prefl: ;

* Determined upon the fpot to die,

* Or from the foe obtain the vic^tory.

' Now fortune fnews to the beholders'' fight,

* A very dreadful, yet a doubtful fight ;

' Whilfl: mighty men, born in far diftant land,

* Stood foot to foot, engaging hand to hand.
* As when fome mighty tempefts that arife,

* Meet with embattled fury in the fkies :

* Fire balls of lightnings and loud thunders rend
* And tear the raging parties that contend.

' So did the fury of thefe mighty foes,

* With which they did each others force oppofc.

Bring on fuch ruins as might daunt with fears

The hearts of any men, excepting theirs.

* Never did Pcquots fight with greater pride :

Never was Englifh valour better try'd.

Never was ground foak'd with more gallant blood
Than the aceldama whereon we ftood.

Sometimes one party victory foon expecl.

As foon their eager hopes are countercheck'd.

And thofe that feem'd as conquered before.

Repel with greater force the conqueror.

Three times the Pequots feemed to be beat

:

As many times they made their foes retreat.

And now our hope and help for vidtory,

Chiefiy depended from the arm on high,
* As when Euroclydon the forefl rends.

The bigger oaks fall down, the lefTer bends ;

The beaten limbs and leaves before him fcour.

Affrighted and enforced by his power

;

To
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*^ To fome huge rock, whofe adamantine brow,
* Out-braves the fury of all winds that blow

;

^ There hoping to be hid from the high charge
* Of fierce purfuers, by his mighty verge.

* The winds in preding troops demand furrender,

' Of the purfued, and boilierous ftorm and thunder :

' But he brow-beats, and mafters all their pride,

' And fends them roaring to the larboard lide.

* So Mafon here, moft ftrongly drefs'd in arms,
* Re-animates his men, their ranks reforms ;

' Then leading on, through deaths and dangers goes,

* And beats the thickeft fquadrons of the foes.

' Prince Mononotto fees his fquadrons fly,

* And on our general having fix'd his eye,

* Rage and revenge his fpirits quickening,
* He fet a mortal arrow in the firing.

* Then to his god and fathers' ghofts he pray'd,
* Hear, O immortal powers, hear me, he faid j

' And pity Miflick, fave the tottering town,
* And on our foes hurl dreadful vengeance down,
* Will you forfake your altars and abodes,
* To thofe contemners of immortal gods ?

' Will thofe pay hecatombs unto your fhrine,

* Who have deny'd your powers to be divine ?

* O favour us ; our hopes on you are built

:

* But if you are mindful of our former guilt,

* Determine final ruin on us all ;

* Yet let us not quite unrevenged fall.

* Here I devote this of our enemies
* His precious life to you a facrifice.

* Nor fliall I covet long to be alive,

' If fuch a mifchief I might once furvive.

' But, O indulgent, hearken to my prayer ;

' Try us once more ; this once the city fpare :

* And take my gift, let your acceptance be
* An omen we fhall gain the vidlory.

* That very inftant Mafon did advance,
^ Whereat rage interrupts his utterance ;

' Nor could he add a word to what was faid,

* But drew the winged arrow to the head ;

f And
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^'And aiming right, difcharg'd it ; whereupon
' Its fury made the piercing air to groan.

* But wary Mafon, with his adtive fpear,

* Glanc'd the prince's arrow in the air :

* Whereat the Pequors, quite difcouraged,
* Threw down the gauntlet, and from battle fled.

* Mafon, fwift as the chafed roe on foot,

* Out-ftrips the reft in making the purfuit.
* Entering the palace, in a hall he found
^ A multitude of foes, who gather'd round
* This mighty man, on every fide engag'd
? Like bears bereaved of their whelps enrag'd.

* One finding fuch refinance where * * *

* His mind, his weapons and his eyes ^ * ^

^ Their boldnefs much his martial fprite provokes^,

* And round he lays his deep inveterate ftrokes.

* Making his fword at each enforced blow
* Send great foul'd heroes to the fhades below.

* But as when Hercules did undertake
* A doubtful combat with the Lernian fnake,
' Fondly propos'd, if he cut off her head,
* The monfter might with eafe be vanquifhed.

' But when he the experiment did make,
* Soon to his hazard found his dear miftake,
* And that as often as he cut off one,
* Another inftantly fprang in its room.

* wSo here, though Mafon laid fo many dead^
* Their number fcemed not diminiflied ;

* And death, the umpire of this martial fray^

* Stood yet expelling Mafon for his p^rey.

* * * * that doth the rule of actions know,
* * * * equal combat difallow.
***** to force one man alone,-

* * * * army, take a garrifon :

* * * * * in the enterprife,
c * * * victim to his enemies ;

f * * * jf^^ ^-^Q y^'ixh. his fure fteel'd blade,
f * * j.}^^ general fuch a flaughter made,
f Whereon the Pcquots ceafed to oppofe,
* The matchlefs force of fuch refiftlefs foes.

' After fo many deaths and daTrgers paft.

^ Mafon was thoroughly cnflamcd at la(t ;
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1

He fnarch'd a blazing bavin with his hand.

And fir'd the (lately palace with the brand.

And foon the towring and rapacious flame

All hope of oppoiition overcame.

Eurus and Notus readily fubjoin

Their bed aififtance to this great defign ;

Drive pitchy flames in vafl: enfoldings down.

And dreadful globes of fire along the town.
' And now the Englifli army marched out,

To hem this flaming city round about

;

That fuch as ftrived to efcape the fire.

Might by the fury of their arms expire.

* But O what language or what tongue can tell.

This dreadful emblem of the flames of hell !

No fantafy fufficient is to dream,

A faint idea of their woes extreme.

Some like unlucky comets do appear,

Rufliing along the ftreets with flagrant hair :

Some feeking fafety clamber up the wall.

Then down again with blazing fingers fall.

In this laft hour of extremity.

Friends and relations met in company ;

But all in vain, their tender fympathy

Cannot allay, but makes their mifery.

The paramour here met his amorous dame,

Whofe eyes had often let his heart in flame :

Urg'd with the motives of her love and fear.

She runs and clafps her arms about her dear :

Where weeping on his bofom as fhe lies.

And languiflieth, on him flie fets her eyes ;

Till thofe bright lamps do with her life expire.

And leave him weltering in a double fire.

* The fair and beauteous bride, with all her charms,

This night lay melting in her bridegroom's arms.

This morning in his bofom yields her life.

While he dies fympathifing with his wife.

In love, relation, and in life the fame.

The fame in death, both die in the fame flame.

Their fouls united, both at once repair

Unto their place appointed through the air.

* The gracious father here flood looking on
' His little brood with deep afl^edion ,•

•^ Thejr
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They round about him at each quarter ftands.

With piteous looks, each lifts his little hands

To him for fhelter, and then nearer throng,

Whilft piercing cries for help flows from each tongue.

Fain would he give their rniferies relief,

Though with the forfeiture of his own life :

But finds his power too fliort to fhield off harms,

The torturing flame arrefl:s them in his arms.

The tender mother with like woes oppreft.

Beholds her infant frying at her breall ;

Crying and looking on her, as it fries ;

Till death fhuts up its heart-aifeding eyes.

* The conquering flame long forrows doth prevent^

And vanquilli'd life foon breaks imprifonmenr.

Souls leave their tenements, gone to decay.

And fly untouched through the flames away.

Now ail with fpeed to final ruin haf^e.

And foon this tragick fcene is overpafl:.

The town, its wealth, high battlements and fpires.

Now flnketh, vveltring in conjoining fires.

* The general commands the officers with fpeed^

To fee his men drawn up and martialed ;

Which being done, they wheel the ranks,

And kneeling down, to Heav'n all gave thanks,

* By this Aurora doth with gold adorn

The ever-beauteous eyelids of the morn ;

And burning Titan his exhaufllefs rays.

Bright in the eaftern horizon difplays : •

Then foon appearing in majeftick awe,

Makes all the ftarry deities withdraw ;

Veiling their faces in deep reverence.

Before the throne of his magnificence.

* And now the Englifli their red crofs difplay.

And under it march bravely toward the fea

;

There hoping in this needful hour to -meet

Ample provifions coming with the fleet.

' Meantime came tidings to great Safacus's ears.

That Mifl:ick-town was taken unawares.

Three hundred of his able men he fen t,

Wuh utmoft hafte its ruin to prevent :

"

But if for that ihey chance to come too late.

Like harms on ds they fliould retaliate.

« Thefc
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* Thefe, with loud out-cries, met us coming down
The hill, about three furlongs from the town ;

Gave us a (kirmifh, and then turn'd to gaze

Upon the ruin'd city yet on blaze.

* But when they faw this doleful tragedy.

The forrow of their hearts did clofe their eye :

Silent and mute they ftand, yet breathe out groans ;

Nor Gorgon's head like this transforms to ftones.

Here lay the numerous bodies of the dead j

Some frying, others almoft calcined :

All dolefully imprifon'd underneath

The dark and adamantine bars of death.

* But mighty forrows never are content.

Long to be kept in clofe imprifonment ;

When once grown defperate, will not keep under.

But break all bands of their reftraint afunder.

And now with {hrieks the echoing air they wound.

And ftamp'd and tore and curft the fuffering ground.

Some with their hands tore off their guiltlefs hair.

And throw up duft and cinder in the air.

Thus with ftrange adlions and horrendous cries.

They celebrate thefe doleful obfequies.

At length revenge fo vehemently doth burn.

As caufed all other paffions to adjourn.

Ale6to raves and rates them in the ear,

O fenfelefs cowards, to ftand blubbering here !

Will tears revive thefe bodies of the flain.

Or bring their afhes back to life again ?

Will tears appeafe their mighty ghofts, that arc

Hoping to be revenged, hovering here ?

Surely expefting you will facrifice

To them the lives of thofe their enemies :

And will you baffle them thus by delay.

Until the enemy be gone away ?

O curfed negligence ! And then fhe ftrips.

And jerks and ftings them with her fcorpion whips ;

Until with anger and revenge they yell.

As if the very fiends had broke up hell.

That we Ihall die, they all outrageous fwear.

And vomit imprecations in the air :

Then, full fpeed ! with ejulations loud.

They follow us like an impetuous cloud.

* Mafon,
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* Mafon, to ftop their violent career,

' Rallies his company a-rfew to v/ar ;

' Who finding them within a little fpace,

' Let fly his blunderbulTes in their face.

* Thick fulphurous fmoke makes the fky look black,

' And heaven's high galleries thunder with the crack*
* Earth groans and trembles, and from underneath,
* Deep vaulted caverns horrid echoes breathe.

* The volley that our men firft made,
' Struck down their ftout file-leaders dead.
* To fee them fall, a ftupifying fear

* Surpris'd and Itop'd their foldiers in the rear :

* The numerous natives ftop'd, and fac'd about ;

* Whereat the conquering Englifh gave a fliout.

* At which they ftart, and through the foreft fcotir,,

* Like trembling hinds that hear the lions roar.

* Back to great Safacus they now return again ;

* And of their lofs they thus aloud complain,
' Sir, 'tis in vain to fight : The fates engage
' Themfelves for thofe with whom this war we wage,
* We Miftick burning faw, and 'twas an awful fight ;

' As dreadful are our enemies in fight :

* And the loud thunderings that their arms did makcj
* Made us, the earth, yea heaven itfelf, to fhake.

' Very unwelcome to great Safacus's ears

* Were thefe misfortunes, and his fubjefts fears :

* Yet to his men, the Englifii he contemns,
* And threats to ruin us with ftratagems.

' And now his thoughts ten thoufand ways divide,

* And fwift through all imaginations glide,

* Endlefs projedlions in his head he lays,

* Deep policies and ffratagems he weighs.

* Sometimes he thinks, he'll thus the war maintairi

* Reviews the fcheme, and throws it by again :

« Now thus, or thus, concludes 'tis befb to do ;

« But neither thus, nor thus, on the review.

* And thus his mind on endlefs projedls wanders,
« Till he is loft in intricate meanders.
* At laft gives up the cafe as defperate,

•And finks, bewailing his forlorn eftate.

* He and his people quite difcouraged,

* Now leave their featsyand towards Monhattons fled.

* But
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* But in his way -the Englifli fvvord o'er takes

* His camp, and in it fad maflacres makes.
* Yet he efcap'd, and to the Mohawks goes,

" Where he to them keeps reckoning up his woes ,:

' And they to cure the paflions of his bread,
* Cut off his head, and all his cares releas'd.

* Thus great Safacus ! and his kingdom fell,

* Who in their time fo greatly did excel.

' So frail and full of mutabilities,

* Are all times adjuncts, underneath the fkies.

* Since this, fair towns have fpread the country o'er,

* Both on the river and along the Ihore :

' AH which with Englifh names your fubje«5ls flyle,

* In dear remembrance of our parent iflc.

* The land thus either purchas'd or fubdu'd,
' 'Twas our intent then early to have fued
* Unto the throne, where your illuflr'ous father fate,

* That he would gracioufly incorporate
* Us, by his royal charter, with fuch liberty,

* As I petition from your majeliy.
* But foon thofe cloudy days carne on,

* (Ripen'd for ruin and deftruftion) ;

* Wherein the fubjeds in rebellion rofe,

* Drowning their fovereign and themfelves in woes. •

* 'Till nothing could appeafe the multitude,
* Lefs than that blefTed martyr's royal blood.
* Nor yet content ; their rage inveterate,

* Together with his life, feize on the (late.

* Neither could that cxtindl the hateful flame,
* Without endeavours to defiroy his name,
* And all his race to ruin to confign,
* For being branches of the royal line.

' But here my tongue docs faulter, fpirits lifik,

* And my heart burfls afunder, once to think,
* That fuch a king, the glory of his age
* Should fall a vi(itim to the popular rage ;

* And that fuch miferies fliould fall on them,
'

* That were defcendants of the royal ficm.
* But God, who dvv'elleth in approachlefs lights

* And whofc wife counfel doth furpafs our fight,

* As far as heaven doth the earth in height^
* In his unerring counfel inhnitc,

N n (Nq. 4. VqL iv.) ' Covers
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* Covers fomctimes the footftool of his throne,

* And makes thick darknefs his pavilion ;

* And as we fondly guefs by the event,

* Laughs at the trial of the innocent.
' Yet he, by ways and means that feem to uS'

* The clean contrary, and prepofterous,

* Brineeth about the good he did decree,

' In his wife counfel, from eternity.

* He having fet his love tranfcendantly
* Upon your father from eternity,

' The reftlefs morions of his conftant love
* Ne'er ceas'd to adl, but in his intereft flrove,

* That he ihould be prepared to lit on high,
' In fome efpecial feat of dignity.

* Surely 'twas this that led him to and fro,

* Along thofe pathlefs labyrinths of wo,
* And made his life as 'tvi'ere a tragedy,
* Concluding in that fad cataftrophe.

* Being thus conformed [o the king of kings^
* V/ho was made perfect thorough fufferings,

* He took him from his kingdom tranfitory,

* And fet him on a throne of endlefs glory.
' And then, to fhew the good he did delign

' Unto that bleffed martyr's royal line,

" Accompliflied your happy reparation,

^ And fet you fiifely on your father's throne.
* From whence your liberal hand doth freely pour,,

' Moll- royal bounty, Jikc an heavenly fhower ;

' Diftilling on the grafs that's newly mown :

* A.nd we your fuppliants, before the throne,
' Beg leave to hope, while all your favours tade,
* Conned:icut will not be overpaft,'

Great Charles, who gave attention all the whilcj

Looking on Winthrop with a royal fmile,.

Until that of his father's vyoes he fpeaks.

Which drew the cryftal rivers down his cheeks :

But feeing Winthrop his addrefs had clos'd.

The king his mind and countenance compos'dj

And with as bright an air of majefly.

As Phcebus fliews when he ferenes the fky.

Made this refolve upon the ag(?ncy :

DOS a.

Be
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* Be it fo then, and we ourself decree,

* Connecticut fhall be a Colony ;

' Enfranchis'd with fuch ample liberties

* As thou, their friend, flialt bert for them devifc :

* And farther know our royal pleafure thus,

* And fo it is determined by us ;

'Chief in the patent. Win throp, thou flialt fland,

* And valiant Mafon place at thy next hand.
* And for chief fenators and patentees,

* Take men of wealth and known abilities ;

* Men of eftates, and men of influence,

* Friends to their country and to us their prince.

* And may the people of that happy place,

^ Whom thou haft fo endeared to my grace,

* Till times Lift exit, through fucceeding ages,

* Be blett with happy Englilli privileges.

* And that they may be fo, bear thou from hence

^ To them thefe premonitions from their prince.

' Firft, let all officers in civil truft

^ Always efpoufe their country's intereft.

f Let law and right be precious in their eyes,

* And hear the poor man's caufc whene'er he cries.

* Preferve religion pure ; and underftand,
* That is the firmeft pillar of a land :

5 Let it be kept in credit in the court,

* And never fail for want of due fupport.

* And let the facred order of the gown,
* With zeal, apply to th' bufmcfs that's their own ;

* So peace may fpring from the earth, and righteoufnefs

* Look down from Heaven, truth and judgment blefs.

* Then, let the freemen of your corporation

« Always beware of the infinuation

* Of thofe which always brood complaint and fear ;

* Such plagues are dangerous to infect the air :

* Such men are over-laden with companion,
* Having men's freedom in fuch admiration ;

* That every ad: of order or reftraint

* They'll reprefent as matter of complaint.
* And this is no new dodlrine, 'tis a rule

* Was taught in Satan's firft ereded fchool.

* It ferv'd his turn with wonderful fuccefs,

* And ever iince has been his mafter-piece,

''Tis
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* 'Tis true, the Height by which that field he won,
* Was argued from man's benefit alone.

* But thefe outdo him in that way of evil,

* And will fometimes for God's fake play the devil*

' And laftly, let your new Engliili muititude
* Remember well a bond of gratitude
* Will lie on them, and their pofterity,

* To keep in mind their freedom came by thee.

The foHozving Remarks^ in Addition to the Extras from Capt.

Magee's Log-Book, came too late to be inferted in the proper

Place, See Page 261.

^'np'HE iflands, which lay to the' northward of the

JL channel through which we palTed, M-ere fmall and
irregular, appearing to be moflly folid rocks, of a whitifh

colour, with very little wood on them, and great numbers
of fea-fowl hovering over them. Two of thofe to the

fouthward were well wooded, and covered with beautiful

verdure. Each of them appeared to be about twenty miles

in circumference, having a gradual afcent from the Ihore to

the fummit. •

The nearcH: lands to thefe iHands, according to the lateft

charts, are the Sidphiir iflands, difcovered by Capt. King, in

his return from Kamfchatka, in 1780. Their latitude is

24° 40^ N. , ^nd their longitude 141 ° 1 2' E. It is probable,

however, that the northernmoll of the Marian ifiands, which
lie nearly in the fame longitude with the Margaret' s^ may
notbe much further diltant than the Sulphur iflands."

James Magee.
Bofton, Dec. 14, 1795.

In addition to the account of //;£ burials in the town ofBoJIon,

in the third number of this work, a friend to the publication

would inform the editors, that from the 19th April to i8th
Oi5lober, 1775, there were ninety-two buried in the place of
interment at the 7iorth end. Thefe were inhabitants ; thofe

of the army or navy are not included ; nor any negroes.

Private manufcript of a gentleman then in the ioivn:.














